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INTRODUCTION 
 

 The style of this Bible study book is different than most Bible 

study curriculum because the intent of its use is different. This book is 

intended to be used as a teacher’s manual for a person that is leading 

these lessons in an oral teaching style. Two things that make this 

training unique is the prominence of the biblical narratives and the 

questions used to study the text. The biblical text is the center and the 

core of the curriculum and so it takes first place in every lesson. The 

questions used to lead the discussion are broken into two parts. The 

first set of questions, titled Questions about the Story, is intended to 

look deeply at the detail of the text in an exegetical manner. The second 

set of questions, Discussion Questions, is intended to allow the leader 

to apply the Bible passage to the students. Each lesson also includes an 

Introduction to the narrative, goals, scripture memory and related 

scripture references. It is possible to use these lessons in an interactive 

Bible study format rather than an oral presentation style but it is helpful 

for the leader to realize the intent for which the book was written. 

 

 An oral Bible study format is defined by two main parts. First, 

the student must learn the story in order to interact with it. Second, the 

student must study the text with the mindset of applying it to their lives. 

These two parts are divided up into the following five parts. 

 

1. Tell the Story 

2. Retell the Story 

3. Walk Through the Story Together 

4. Look for the Treasures 

5. Take Home the Treasures 

 

Tell The Story – The goal is to memorize the text as a story. A variety 

of methods can be used to put the text to memory, but this step 

requires considerable preparation on the part of the teacher so 

that it is done well. The telling of the story should be a natural 

portrayal of the narrative including emotion, body language, 

actions and voice inflections. It should include a short 

introduction to give the listeners the setting or context. It 

needs to be an accurate reproduction of the Biblical text 

because the words that are used will become the Bible that the 

listener remembers, adding to or taking away from the biblical 

narrative is adding to or taking away from God’s Word. 
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Retell the Story – The process of oral learning requires repetition. 

There are a variety of methods that the teacher can use to help 

the students recall what was said.  

- A person could be asked to retell the story 

- Two people could tell the story to one another 

- A person could read the story 

- The story could be put to song 

Regardless of the method, the purpose of step two is to build 

the students recall of the text. 

 

Walk Through the Story Together – Learning as a group in an oral 

format requires the group to come together on their recall of 

the story. The purpose of this third repetition of the story is to 

test or show the listeners how much of the narrative they 

actually remember after going through the story two times. 

The purpose of the teacher is to prompt the listeners and solicit 

responses from them. The emotion, body language, and 

actions all help the listeners recall the words of the text. There 

are three common ways to encourage the listeners recall and 

response. 

- Tell small parts of the story and leave blanks for the 

listeners to fill in. 

- Ask questions that cause the listeners to fill in the details 

of the story. 

- Say some statement or fact in the negative and wait for 

their correction of what should have been said. 

These three repetitions of the story share the one purpose of 

getting the story into the mind of the listener. 

 

Look for the Treasures – The Bible is rich with detail that we easily 

pass over or do not stop to consider. Looking for the treasures 

is a process of studying the intricacies of God’s Word and 

considering what those details mean to the rest of the story. 

The three aspects of this observation come from the people, 

from God and from the context. Every story teaches about 

people and about the Lord and the unity of scripture is seen 

through common themes. Each biblical narrative comes from a 

context that includes a setting or background that happens 

before the story begins and the specific circumstances or 

situation of the events.  

 

The stories of God’s Word include real people who make real 

mistakes and real people who show incredible faith. The 

narratives portray emotion, choices, responses and effects that 
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highlight godly and ungodly behavior. Walking through the 

experiences of the people in the Bible allows the student of 

God’s Word an opportunity to learn about godly character and 

ministry life.  

 

The greatest treasure in God’s Word is the Lord’s revelation 

of Himself. The Bible is one long story of the Lord’s pursuit 

of a relationship with man. From the beginning of God’s 

relationship with Adam and Eve, to the coming of Jesus to 

earth, God’s mission is visible. By studying God and his 

interaction with man, the knowledge of God and the doctrines 

of the Bible are revealed. 

 

Take Home the Treasures – Once the treasures have been found, then 

they only need to be applied to life today. The settings and 

circumstances of biblical times may have been different than 

life today, but there is a parallel with what people face now. 

Making the jump from then to now allows the ancient to apply 

to people’s lives.  

 

 Even more than the setting and circumstances, the people of 

the Bible relate to people today. People today make mistakes 

and display great faith. People today need practical examples 

of how to live for and how to serve the Lord.  

 

 However, the ability to live for the Lord can only come from 

the work of God in a person’s life. It comes first through faith 

in Jesus and the transformation that he does on the inside. 

Then it slowly works throughout the whole person so that a 

person’s head, heart and hands are all changed. The 

knowledge of God changes the character of the person and 

that change is lived out in service to others. 

 

 May the Lord use these lessons to work this same 

transformation within your own heart and soul regardless of the 

specific method that you use as you study. 

 

Blessings,  

Pastor Kevin Olson  
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43.   God the Father  
Psalm 103 

 
Psalm 103 
1
 Praise the LORD, O my soul;  

       all my inmost being, praise his holy name.  

 
2
 Praise the LORD, O my soul,  

       and forget not all his benefits-  

 
3
 who forgives all your sins  

       and heals all your diseases,  

 
4
 who redeems your life from the pit  

       and crowns you with love and compassion,  

 
5
 who satisfies your desires with good things  

       so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.  

 
6
 The LORD works righteousness  

       and justice for all the oppressed.  

 
7
 He made known his ways to Moses,  

       his deeds to the people of Israel:  

 
8
 The LORD is compassionate and gracious,  

       slow to anger, abounding in love.  

 
9
 He will not always accuse,  

       nor will he harbor his anger forever;  

 
10

 He does not treat us as our sins deserve  

       or repay us according to our iniquities.  

 
11

 For as high as the heavens are above the earth,  

       so great is his love for those who fear him;  

 
12

 as far as the east is from the west,  

       so far has he removed our transgressions from us.  

 
13

 As a father has compassion on his children,  

       so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him;  

 
14

 for he knows how we are formed,  

       he remembers that we are dust.  

 
15

 As for man, his days are like grass,  

       he flourishes like a flower of the field;  

 
16

 the wind blows over it and it is gone,  

       and its place remembers it no more.  
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17

 But from everlasting to everlasting  

       the LORD's love is with those who fear him,  

       and his righteousness with their children's children-  

 
18

 with those who keep his covenant  

       and remember to obey his precepts.  

 
19

 The LORD has established his throne in heaven,  

       and his kingdom rules over all.  

 
20

 Praise the LORD, you his angels,  

       you mighty ones who do his bidding,  

       who obey his word.  

 
21

 Praise the LORD, all his heavenly hosts,  

       you his servants who do his will.  

 
22

 Praise the LORD, all his works  

       everywhere in his dominion.  

       Praise the LORD, O my soul. 
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Study Questions: God the Father 
Psalm 103 

 

Introduction: 

God has always been faithful to His people throughout all of existence. 

This faithfulness is portrayed in the Bible as existent all the way from 

the very beginning of creation until the future return of Christ. God is 

seen as our loving Father, who cares for every one of His children. He 

is a patient Judge who wants no one to perish, but rather to obey Him 

and be saved. He is the Mighty God and nothing is impossible for Him! 

This description gives on a tiny glimpse of the God that we serve. He is 

the One who we study to learn more about. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To begin to understand God the Father’s character. 

– To recognize God’s greatness and His love.  

– To realize what the Father has revealed about Himself. 

  

 Attitude  

– To stand in awe of our Father God and be encouraged by Him. 

– To believe that God alone is the ruler of the universe, yet He is 

also involved in the details of our lives every day. 

 

Actions  

– To praise the Lord and fear Him in all things. 

– To tell other people about the great God whom we serve.   

 

Memory Verses:  
Psalm 18:1-3 “I love you, O LORD, my strength. The LORD is my 

rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take 

refuge. He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. I 

call to the LORD, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my 

enemies.” 

Malachi 3:6 “I the Lord do not change.” 

 

Questions about the Story: 
1. Why does the psalmist command his soul to praise the Lord in 

the beginning of the psalm? (Psalm 103:1-2 Thinking about 

the character of God the Father, demands a response. As the 

psalmist lists some of the attributes of the Lord, he must 

personally respond to the Lord rather than merely 

acknowledge that God is great.) 
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2. What are some of the benefits that the Lord gives to His 

people? (Psalm 103:3-5 He forgives their sins, heals their 

diseases, redeems their life from the pit, shows them love and 

compassion, and satisfies their desires with good things in 

order to restore them, etc.) 

 

3. How did God reveal Himself? (Psalm 103:7 He revealed 

Himself to Moses and showed His deeds to the people of 

Israel. God also reveals Himself through His character, His 

creation and His actions.) 

 

4. How does the Lord God relate to His people according to the 

Psalmist? (Psalm 103:8, 13 The Lord is compassionate and 

gracious; slow to anger, abounding in love. He is like a Father 

who has compassion on His children.) 

 

5. How does the Lord treat us in response to our sins? (Psalm 

103:10 He does not treat us as our sins deserve nor repay us 

according to our iniquities.) 

 

6. How far does God separate our sin from us? (Psalm 103:12 As 

far as the east is from the west, so far has God separated our 

sin from us. That is a picture of the freedom Jesus brings 

through His death on the cross.) 

 

7. How long does the love of God last for His people? (Psalm 

103:17 From everlasting to everlasting.) 

 

8. Where is the throne of God and His kingdom established? 

(Psalm 103:19 In heaven.) 

 

9. Over what does the kingdom of God rule? (Psalm 103:19 The 

kingdom of God rules over both heaven and earth.) 

 

10. What is the Lord’s position in relation to the angels and the 

heavenly hosts? (Psalm 103:20-21 They are His servants who 

do His will and He rules over all things.) 

 

Application Questions: 

1. Like the psalmist, what should our response be when we 

realize how great God is? In what ways can we express our 

response? (Psalm 103:1-2 Our response to God’s greatness 

must be to praise Him and exalt His name. We can show this 

by expressing praise to Him in prayer, song, and adoration.) 
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2. Why is it important that the Lord is a God who forgives our 

sins? What does it show us about God?  (Psalm 103:3 Our sins 

separate us from our holy God. He has the power to forgive us 

if we repent and believe in the sacrifice of Jesus for us.. To 

forgive sin shows God’s power over that which has been done, 

is being done, and will yet to be committed.) 

 

3. What does it mean for God to “satisfy our desires with good 

things?” (Psalm 103:5 This means that God knows what we 

need and want. He is able to provide for us. Sometimes God 

answers our desires for things we think we need with what He 

knows we need most.) 

 

4. Why is it important to us as believers to know that God chose 

to reveal Himself and make Himself known? (Psalm 103:7 It 

shows that God wants to have a relationship with us and that 

we have a way to know Him. He gives us the right to be his 

children, John 1:12, and to abide with Him, John 15:1-10.) 

 

5. What encouragement is there when we remember that God is a 

God of compassion? (Psalm 103:8-13 Compassion means that 

God understands our feelings and our weaknesses. It is 

important to know that even when we sin, He still loves us and 

remains faithful to us. We just need to confess our sin, repent 

and receive His cleansing.) 

 

6. What does God’s role as Father teach us about parenting? 

(Psalm 103:13 All of God’s character comes out in His role as 

Father. His actions, His attitude and His wisdom are on behalf 

of His children. Our children need the same care that we need 

from our Father. Hebrews 12:7-11 describes God’s love 

through discipline) 

 

7. Since God separates our sin from us as far as the east is from 

the west, what does He see when He looks at a believer? 

(Psalm 103:12 He sees a person who is clean, washed in the 

blood of Jesus. As we live and abide in Him and in His 

forgiveness, He sees us as being without sin and living 

justified before Him.) 

 

8. Can we be sure that God’s love will be the same tomorrow as 

it is today? (Psalm 103:17 We can always be sure that God 

loves us, because the Bible says that His love is from 

everlasting to everlasting. See also 1 John 3:1) 
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44. Jesus the Son  
Matthew 17:1-13 

 

Matthew 17 
1
After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother 

of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 
2
There he 

was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his 

clothes became as white as the light. 
3
Just then there appeared before 

them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus.  

 
4
Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I 

will put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for 

Elijah.”  

 
5
While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a 

voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I 

am well pleased. Listen to him!”  

 
6
When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, 

terrified. 
7
But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don't 

be afraid.” 
8
When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus.  

 
9
As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, 

“Don't tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been 

raised from the dead.”  

 
10

The disciples asked him, “Why then do the teachers of the law say 

that Elijah must come first?”  

 
11

Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things. 
12

But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize 

him, but have done to him everything they wished. In the same way the 

Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.” 
13

Then the disciples 

understood that he was talking to them about John the Baptist. 
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Study Questions: Jesus the Son 
Matthew 17:1-13 

 

Introduction: 

At this point in Jesus’ ministry, His disciples were beginning to 

understand who He really was. It was not long before this that Peter 

had confessed that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

Jesus had been revealing deeper things to His disciples, including the 

fact that he would soon die in Jerusalem at the hands of the chief 

priests. As part of this growing revelation of Himself, Jesus took His 

closest disciples, Peter, James, and John, along with him to the top of a 

high mountain where they would learn more about who He was.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To see that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and the Son of Man. 

– To understand the relationship of Jesus to God the Father.   

– To know the fulfillment of Jesus as the promised Messiah.   

– To acknowledge that Jesus is both Lord of heaven and of 

earth.   

– To realize that Jesus wants to reveal Himself to us. 

 

 Attitude  

– To trust in Jesus as personal Lord and Savior. 

– To be convinced that Jesus Christ is the prophesied and long-

awaited Messiah.   

– To be motivated to tell who Jesus is. 

 

 Actions  

– To live confidently because Jesus’ power is in us.  

– To tell others that Jesus Christ is King and Lord.   

 

Memory Verses:  
Colossians 2:9-10 “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in 

bodily form, and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the 

head over every power and authority.” 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. Why did Jesus take Peter, James and John with Him to the top 

of a high mountain?  (Matthew 17:1 He revealed Himself to 

them. God the Father also spoke to them. Parallel accounts are 

also found in Mark 9:2-13 and Luke 9:28-36) 

 

2. What does Jesus’ transfiguration say about Him? (Matthew 

17:2 His face shone like the sun; His clothes became as white 
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as light. More than the physical details, it revealed that 

although Jesus was a man with a physical body, He was also 

God with a spiritual body.) 

 

3. What is significant about Moses and Elijah coming to talk 

with Jesus? (Matthew 17:3 Jesus’ life was directly connected 

to the Old Testament. It was those scriptures that prophesied 

about Jesus. The disciples wanted to honor all of them, but 

God said, “This is my son, listen to Him.”) 

 

4. What did Peter think about witnessing this event? (Matthew 

17:4 He said, “It is good for us to be here.” He thought it 

would be good to build three shelters.) 

 

5. How did God the Father refer to Jesus and set Him apart from 

the others? (Matthew 17:5 As God’s loved Son, in whom was 

found great pleasure. God told the disciples to listen to Him.) 

  

6. What does the disciples’ response to the voice mean? 

(Matthew 17:6 God is holy. When He speaks there is no other 

response. Even the sound of His voice reminded the disciples 

that they were only men.) 

 

7. What is significant about Jesus saying to His disciples “Get 

up, don’t be afraid?” (Matthew 17:7 Although God is holy and 

fearful, his disciples did not need to be afraid. Jesus Himself 

was the reason that they did not need to be afraid.) 

 

8. Why would Jesus tell the disciples not to tell anyone what they 

had seen until Jesus rose from the dead? (Matthew 17:9 It was 

not time for Jesus to be fully revealed as the Messiah. After 

the resurrection everything was finished and then it was time 

to reveal all things.) 

 

9. What does the disciple’s question about Elijah say about their 

understanding? (Matthew 17:3, 10 It shows how little they 

understood about who Jesus was.) 

 

10. What did the disciples finally understand about the Elijah who 

had been promised? (Matthew 17:13 The disciples realized 

that the Elijah who was predicted was John the Baptist. They 

began to hear that Jesus would also have to suffer as John did.) 
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Application Questions: 

1. What are some advantages of having a close group of friends, 

like Peter, James and John? (Matthew 17:1 Small groups are 

needed to share intimate experiences. Time in prayer, 

revealing one’s self, listening to God’s Word and growing in 

faith are all part of discipleship.) 

 

2. How does the description of Jesus from this story affect our 

understanding of who He is? (Matthew 17:2 He is God’s Son, 

having the fullness of God in bodily form. He deserves all 

praise, worship, and adoration. John 5:16-18; 10:27-30; 

Colossians 2:9-10) 

 

3. How can we respond to the majesty of Christ? (Matthew 17:4 

We can cherish His greatness, love being in His presence and 

listen to Him. This means being willing to do whatever He 

commands.) 

 

4. What can we tell other people about Jesus from this story? 

(Matthew 17:5 We can say, He is the beloved Son of God and 

the One that was promised through the prophets. Although He 

is the Son of God, awesome and brilliant; He is also the Son of 

Man, compassionate and willing to die on our behalf. John 

1:1-4, 14; Philippians 2:5-11; 1 Timothy 2:5) 

 

5. How is this different from other religions and their views of 

Jesus? (Muslims see Jesus as only a prophet. The Jehovah’s 

Witnesses see Jesus as a son of God, but not a part of the 

trinity of God. The Bible says Jesus is fully God. Colossians 

2:9-10; Hebrews 1:1-3) 

 

6. In what ways can we “listen to Jesus?” (Matthew 17:5 We can 

listen by studying His Word and when we pray.) 

 

7. How should we respond when we think of God’s holiness? 

(Matthew 17:6-7 Our response should be to have a reverent 

fear, not one that is frightened and reluctant.) 

 

8. What do we learn from Jesus’ telling His disciples not to be 

afraid? (Matthew 17:7 We learn that Jesus wants us to live our 

lives without fear, realizing that He is with us.) 

 

9. What can we learn from Jesus’ clear statement that he would 

suffer, die and be raised from the dead? (Matthew 17:12, 9 He 

was clear about His purpose and His mission. It was not to 
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stay on the top of a mountain, but rather to go down, be among 

the people, minister to them and save them.) 

 

10. Does Jesus’ identity as the long awaited and foretold Messiah 

open our perception of God’s plan and how He orchestrates 

things? (God plans things to the finest and most precise detail 

as He brings things to fruition, as He also does with our own 

lives. He is also the coming King, Revelation 19:11-16.) 
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45.   Holy Spirit  
Acts 2:1-8, 11-21 

 

Acts 2 
1
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 

2
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from 

heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 
3
They saw 

what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on 

each of them. 
4
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  

 
5
Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every 

nation under heaven. 
6
When they heard this sound, a crowd came 

together in bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his 

own language. 
7
Utterly amazed, they asked: “Are not all these men who 

are speaking Galileans? 
8
Then how is it that each of us hears them in 

his own native language?
 11

 We hear them declaring the wonders of 

God in our own tongues!” 
12

Amazed and perplexed, they asked one 

another, “What does this mean?” 

 
13

Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too 

much wine.
” 

 
14

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed 

the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me 

explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 
15

These men are not 

drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the morning! 
16

No, this is what 

was spoken by the prophet Joel:  

 
17

 “'In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  

   Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see 

visions, your old men will dream dreams.  

 
18

Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit 

in those days, and they will prophesy.  

 
19

I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth 

below, blood and fire and billows of smoke.  

 
20

The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood  

      before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.  

 
21

And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.' 
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Study Questions: Holy Spirit 
Acts 2:1-8, 11-21 

 

Introduction: 

After Jesus’ resurrection, He stayed on earth for forty days before He 

ascended into heaven. During this time, He appeared many times to His 

disciples to prove that He was alive and to teach them more about the 

kingdom of God. Jesus told them to wait in Jerusalem, until the Father 

sent the Holy Spirit, who would go before them and guide them into all 

truth. Then Jesus returned to heaven. As this story begins, the disciples 

were waiting in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit to come, living in the 

truth of Jesus’ resurrection. The Holy Spirit came on the fiftieth day 

after Easter, on the First Fruit Harvest Festival of Pentecost. When the 

Holy Spirit filled them, they found they had a new vigor to spread the 

word about the Lord with the world.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand the power of the Holy Spirit in our lives.   

– To know that all who call upon the name of the Lord will be 

saved. 

 

 Attitude  

– To believe that the Holy Spirit can use simple and ordinary 

men to accomplish God’s purposes.   

– To trust in the Holy Spirit for salvation, power, conviction of 

sin and encouragement. 

– To believe that our actions cannot save us, but that calling on 

the name of the Lord can. 

 

 Actions  

– To proclaim the Word of the Lord with confidence, knowing 

that the Holy Spirit will use it to speak to people.  

– To bring the message of salvation to every nation under 

heaven. 

 

Memory Verses:  
John 16:13 “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you 

into all truth.” 

Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 

you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
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Questions about the Story: 

1. What is significant about this day of Pentecost?  (Acts 2:1 It 

was a harvest festival of the First Fruits and the believers were 

all meeting together in one place.) 

 

2. How is the coming of the Holy Spirit described? (Acts 2:2-4 

The sound of a violent blowing wind from heaven that filled 

the whole house. It came as tongues of fire, rested on each one 

of them and filled them. This is the only time that the Bible 

describes the Holy Spirit coming in this way.) 

 

3. What does being filled with the Holy Spirit mean and what 

happened as a result of the filling of the Holy Spirit? (Acts 2:4 

This story describes the tongues of fire resting on them and 

going inside of them so that they began to speak in other 

tongues as the Spirit enabled them. See also Ephesians 5:18;  

1 Corinthians 6:19-20; Romans 8:9-11; Acts 4:31; Galatians 

5:22-23) 

 

4. What does speaking in tongues mean and what is significant 

about speaking in other tongues in Jerusalem at this time? 

(Acts 2:5 This story describes speaking in tongues as speaking 

in the languages of the other nations. At this time, God-fearing 

Jews from every nation under heaven were there and each one 

could understand the disciples’ message of salvation.) 

 

5. What did the God-fearing Jews that were in Jerusalem hear in 

bewilderment? (Acts 2:6 They heard the believers speaking to 

them in their own native languages.) 

 

6. What did the Jews observe about the believers? (Acts 2:7-11 

The believers were Galileans, yet they were speaking in 

multiple languages, proclaiming the wonders of God.) 

 

7. Why did the Jews make fun of the believers? (Acts 2:13 The 

Jews were amazed, perplexed and did not understand what 

was going on.) 

8. What does Peter’s address say? (Acts 2:14-15 These men are 

not drunk, but God’s prophecy about the last days was taking 

place.) 

 

9. What does Joel’s prophecy about the last days say about the 

Spirit? (Acts 2:16-17 That the Spirit of God will be poured out 

on all people.) 
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10. What is the role of the Holy Spirit from this text? (The Holy 

Spirit filled them. He enabled them to speak in various 

languages. He gave Peter the words to say and the 

understanding of the prophecy from Joel. John 16:7-13 

describes the role of the Spirit as a counselor, a guide into all 

truth, and the one who convicts us of sin. See also Hebrews 

3:15 and 1 Thessalonians 5:19) 

 

11. What does Joel’s prophecy say will result from the Spirit of 

God being poured out on all people? (Acts 2:21 God will pour 

out His Spirit, people will prophecy, signs will occur and all 

that call on the name of the Lord will be saved.) 

 

 

Application Questions: 

1. Why is Pentecost a significant day for us? (Acts 2:1 It is the 

beginning of the New Testament Church. It is the day when 

God’s Spirit came to live in us.) 

 

2. What do we learn from this story about how the Holy Spirit 

comes to us believers? (Acts 2:2-3 The Holy Spirit comes to 

us personally. It fills us, gives us gifts and reveals spiritual 

things to us. See also Matthew 10:17-20 and John 14:15-27.) 

 

3. What does this manifestation of the Holy Spirit teach us about 

who He is? (Acts 2:2-4 He is the essence of the Invisible God 

including the power of God and the wonders of God. In John 

16:7 Jesus says that he would send the Spirit who would 

convict the world of sin.) 

 

4. In what ways is it encouraging that the Holy Spirit comes and 

dwells in us? (Acts 2:4 It encourages us as we realize that it is 

no longer our own sinful nature that is living but rather the 

Spirit of God living and reigning through our lives. He is the 

one that will guide our lives, John 16:13-15. Through Him we 

are a temple of God, 1 Corinthians 6:19-20.) 

 

5. What is the Holy Spirit able to do through our lives? (Acts 2:4 

The Holy Spirit is able to take our lives and use us in any way 

He chooses, even supernaturally, in order to bring Him glory. 

He teaches through God’s Word, comes to us in baptism, and 

gives us power to be His witnesses, Acts 1:1-8) 

 

6. Who is the Holy Spirit able to use? (Acts 2:7 The Holy Spirit 

is able to use the most simple and uneducated persons in order 
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to proclaim His message with all the truth, excitement, and 

unction that His Word deserves. This often gives God more 

glory, because those that He uses are unable to take credit for 

themselves. He is the one that gives us the gifts of the Spirit, 

Galatians 5:22-23.) 

 

7. What does this day of Pentecost give us to proclaim to the 

world around us? (Acts 2:11, 17-21 The Holy Spirit enabled 

the disciples to proclaim the wonders of God. The Spirit was a 

fulfillment of prophecy and we can invite people to call on the 

name of the Lord for salvation. The Holy Spirit fills us, 

Ephesians 5:18.) 

 

8. How can we be standing up for what we know to be true and 

remain in our convictions even in the midst of criticism? (Acts 

2:14-15 We can stand for what we know to be the truth by 

being firmly planted in the Word of God, empowered by the 

Holy Spirit and able to correctly handle the Word of truth.) 

 

9. How can we proclaim the promise that “everyone who calls on 

the name of the Lord will be saved?” (Acts 2:21 By actively 

sharing our faith, taking every opportunity to share Jesus 

Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, leaving the results up 

to God.) 
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46. Nature of Man  
Genesis 19:1-26 

 

Genesis 19 
1
 The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening, and Lot was sitting 

in the gateway of the city. When he saw them, he got up to meet them 

and bowed down with his face to the ground. 
2
 “My lords,” he said, 

“please turn aside to your servant's house. You can wash your feet and 

spend the night and then go on your way early in the morning.”  

      “No,” they answered, “we will spend the night in the square.”  

 
3
 But he insisted so strongly that they did go with him and entered his 

house. He prepared a meal for them, baking bread without yeast, and 

they ate. 
4
 Before they had gone to bed, all the men from every part of 

the city of Sodom—both young and old—surrounded the house. 
5
 They 

called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring 

them out to us so that we can have sex with them.”  

 
6
 Lot went outside to meet them and shut the door behind him 

7
 and 

said, “No, my friends. Don't do this wicked thing. 
8
 Look, I have two 

daughters who have never slept with a man. Let me bring them out to 

you, and you can do what you like with them. But don't do anything to 

these men, for they have come under the protection of my roof.”  

 
9
 “Get out of our way,” they replied. And they said, “This fellow came 

here as an alien, and now he wants to play the judge! We'll treat you 

worse than them.” They kept bringing pressure on Lot and moved 

forward to break down the door.  

 
10

 But the men inside reached out and pulled Lot back into the house 

and shut the door. 
11

 Then they struck the men who were at the door of 

the house, young and old, with blindness so that they could not find the 

door.  

 
12

 The two men said to Lot, “Do you have anyone else here—sons-in-

law, sons or daughters, or anyone else in the city who belongs to you? 

Get them out of here, 
13

 because we are going to destroy this place. The 

outcry to the LORD against its people is so great that he has sent us to 

destroy it.”  

14
 So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who were pledged to 

marry his daughters. He said, “Hurry and get out of this place, because 

the LORD is about to destroy the city!” But his sons-in-law thought he 

was joking.  

 
15

 With the coming of dawn, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Hurry! 

Take your wife and your two daughters who are here, or you will be 

swept away when the city is punished.”  
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16

 When he hesitated, the men grasped his hand and the hands of his 

wife and of his two daughters and led them safely out of the city, for 

the LORD was merciful to them. 
17

 As soon as they had brought them 

out, one of them said, “Flee for your lives! Don't look back, and don't 

stop anywhere in the plain! Flee to the mountains or you will be swept 

away!”  

 
18

 But Lot said to them, “No, my lords, please! 
19

 Your servant has 

found favor in your eyes, and you have shown great kindness to me in 

sparing my life. But I can't flee to the mountains; this disaster will 

overtake me, and I'll die. 
20

 Look, here is a town near enough to run to, 

and it is small. Let me flee to it—it is very small, isn't it? Then my life 

will be spared.”  

 
21

 He said to him, “Very well, I will grant this request too; I will not 

overthrow the town you speak of. 
22

 But flee there quickly, because I 

cannot do anything until you reach it.” (That is why the town was 

called Zoar.)  

 
23

 By the time Lot reached Zoar, the sun had risen over the land. 
24

 

Then the LORD rained down burning sulfur on Sodom and 

Gomorrah—from the LORD out of the heavens. 
25

 Thus he overthrew 

those cities and the entire plain, including all those living in the cities—

and also the vegetation in the land. 
26

 But Lot's wife looked back, and 

she became a pillar of salt. 
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Study Questions: The Nature of Man 
Genesis 19:1-26 

 
Introduction: 

Abraham and his nephew Lot had traveled from the land of Ur to the 

land God had showed them. Abraham chose to settle in the wilderness 

in tents while Lot chose to dwell in the region of Sodom and 

Gomorrah, which was known for its wickedness. The sin of Sodom and 

Gomorrah grew so great that God decided to destroy the cities and told 

Abraham about His plan. Abraham was concerned for his relatives, so 

he pleaded to God to spare the cities if ten righteous men could be 

found there. Unfortunately, there were not enough righteous people 

found, so God brought destruction on the cities. These cities reveal the 

sinful nature of man and the judgment of God on sin. Jesus is the one 

who intercedes for us and protects us from the coming wrath. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand that mankind is sinful in thought, word, and 

action. 

– To remember that our Holy God judges sin. 

 

 Attitude  

– To repent of our fallen and lost sinful state.  

– To believe that we need the grace of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ.   

 

 Actions  

– To make a habit of repenting quickly and seeking forgiveness 

for our sins.   

– To run from our sins and not “look back” with desire for our 

old life. Instead, look to God and His mercy.  

 

Memory Verse:  
Romans 3:10 “As it is written: ‘There is no one righteous, not even 

one.’” 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. What can we notice about Lot when the angels arrived at 

Sodom? (Genesis 19:1-3 He was sitting in the gateway of the 

city. He got up to meet them and bowed down with his face to 

the ground. He welcomed the angels and insisted on having 

them stay with him.) 
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2. Why did the men from every part of the city surrounded Lot’s 

house when they were about to go to bed? (Genesis 19:4-5 

They wanted to commit sexual immorality with the two men, 

or angels, who were staying in his house.) 

 

3. What was Lot’s response to this sinful request? (Genesis 19:6-

8 He said to them, “No, my friends. Don’t do this wicked 

thing.” Lot personally intervened, then he proposed that they 

take his daughters instead. He pleaded with them because the 

men were under the protection of his home.) 

 

4. What was the response of the crowd to Lot’s refusal? (Genesis 

19:9 They kept pressuring him, trying to force him away so 

they could break down the door.) 

 

5. What was the response of the two men (angels)? (Genesis 

19:10-15 They were the ones that protected Lot rather than 

Lot protecting them. They judged the men of Sodom by 

blinding them. They cared about Lot and his family by 

warning them to get out of the city, because its destruction 

was coming, and they would be swept away with the city if 

they did not leave.) 

 

6. What does the response of Lot’s sons-in-law show after he had 

warned them? (Genesis 19:14 They thought he was joking. 

The nature of man is in rebellion against the way of God.) 

 

7. What does Lot’s hesitation to the angels’ warning illustrate? 

(Genesis 19:16 The nature of man is hesitant and resistant to 

follow God. To leave the city meant leaving everything that he 

had, including possessions and animals. The cost was great.) 

 

8. Why do the angels grasp the hands of Lot, his wife and the 

two daughters to lead them out of the city? (Genesis 19:16 The 

Lord was merciful to them and showed them what they must 

do to be saved. The Lord Himself saved them from the coming 

destruction.) 

 

9. What does the angels command, “Flee for your lives without 

stopping and do not look back”, show? (Genesis 19:17 It 

shows God’s mercy to save Lot’s family and provide a way of 

escape. It shows that sin will be punished and there is no room 

to return to sin.) 
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10. Why did the Lord judge Sodom and Gomorrah? (Genesis 

19:13 The “outcry to the Lord against its people” was great.) 

 

11. What does it show when Lot’s wife looked back? (Genesis 

19:26 There are consequences to disobedience. The nature of 

man is to return to sin. She disobeyed by looking back and she 

was turned into a pillar of salt.)  

 

 

Application Questions: 

1. What was the morality of the city where Lot and his family 

were living? (Genesis 19:4-7 It was a wicked city where the 

people loved immorality and sexual perversion. These are 

described in Ephesians 2:1-3.) 

 

2. Who has wickedness in their hearts? (Genesis 19:4 Everyone. 

People from all over, both young and old. The same is said 

about mankind in Genesis 6:5, Isaiah 64:6-7 and Romans 

3:9-24.) 

 

3. As we Christians live in this wicked world, what should our 

response be to the sin that is everywhere around us? (Genesis 

19:7 We should repent from our sin and turn to Christ as 

David did in Psalm 51:1-13. We should respond by putting to 

death the earthly nature and putting on the new self, 

Colossians 3:5-10.) 

 

4. What was Lot’s sin and what are the lessons we can learn 

about how to respond when we are confronted with sin? 

(Genesis 19:8 Lot proposed the sexual mistreatment of his 

two daughters in place of the sin of homosexuality. The 

lesson to be learned is unlike Lot, when faced with a decision 

for sin, we should never partake in it. Instead of permitting 

another kind of sin, we must tell people what is right and 

trust in God for His protection. Lot had also become 

accustom to sin because he lived in the midst of it.) 

 

5. As we observe the crowd of men in this story, what are some 

of the characteristics that we see about the way people are? 

(Genesis 19:9 We see that people full of sinful desires. They 

can be forceful, unwilling to listen, accusing of others, and 

self-gratifying.) 

 

6. What do we learn from this story about the consequences of 

sin? (Genesis 19:11, 24-26 We see that there is punishment 
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for sin. We see the perverted crowd of men made blind, the 

wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed by the 

Lord, and Lot’s wife turned into a pillar of salt because she 

looked back and disobeyed.) 

 

7. In what ways did God show us His mercy in the midst of our 

sinful nature? (Genesis 19:12-16 The Lord warns us of the 

coming judgment and leads us to a safe place even when we 

hesitate or resist the warning given to us. That can also be 

seen in 2 Peter 2:4-9. Our salvation is His mercy and His 

initiative. Psalm 40:1-2 shows us that He alone can draw us 

out of the pit of destruction.) 

 

8. Do we respond like Lot did, even when God warns us and 

leads us to safety?  (Genesis 19:16, 18-23  Sometimes we 

hesitate and suggest solutions to God. Instead, we should 

trust our Father’s love and quickly obey Him.) 
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47.   The Power of the Word  
Acts 8:26-40 

 

Acts 8 

 
26

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the 

desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 
27

So he started 

out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian
 
eunuch, an important official 

in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. This 

man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 
28

and on his way home was 

sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the prophet. 
29

The Spirit 

told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”  

 
30

Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah 

the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked.  

 
31

“How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he 

invited Philip to come up and sit with him.  

 
32

The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture:  

   “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,  

      and as a lamb before the shearer is silent,  

      so he did not open his mouth.  

 
33

In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.  

      Who can speak of his descendants?  

      For his life was taken from the earth.” 

 
34

The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking 

about, himself or someone else?” 
35

Then Philip began with that very 

passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.  

 
36

As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the 

eunuch said, “Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?”
 38

And 

he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch 

went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 
39

When they came 

up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, 

and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 
40

Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the 

gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. 
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Study Questions: Power of the Word 
Acts 8:26-40 

 

Introduction: 

A great persecution had broken out against the Church at Jerusalem, 

and all of the believers except the twelve apostles were scattered 

throughout Judea and Samaria. Philip, one of the seven deacons chosen 

by the apostles (Acts 6:5), had been sent to proclaim Christ to the 

people in Samaria. While he was there, the Lord called him to go to the 

road leading from Jerusalem to Gaza, a city that was located about 60 

miles southwest of Jerusalem. The power of God’s Word is seen as it 

transforms the Ethiopian eunuch in just a short conversation. The Word 

that transforms him is the “good news about Jesus.”  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand that God is able to speak to the heart of every 

individual through His Word.  

– To understand that the Word of God is able to bring 

conviction to the hearts of people who hear it.  

 

 Attitude  

– To believe that God’s Word is powerful and can guide His 

people. 

– To trust in the leading of the Spirit of God.   

 

 Actions  

– To seek the council of those knowledgeable in Scripture when 

looking to discern its meaning. 

– To obey the leading of the Holy Spirit.   

 

Memory Verses:  
Isaiah 55:10-11 “My Word that goes out from my mouth: It will not 

return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the 

purpose for which I sent it.” 

Hebrews 4:12 “For the word of God is living and active; Sharper than 

any double-edged sword; it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, 

joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. Why did the angel of the Lord speak to Philip and send him on 

this mission? (Acts 8:26 Phillip was given this mission and 

this opportunity to tell the Ethiopian about the greatness of 

God and the salvation in Jesus.) 
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2. How did Philip respond to this opportunity? (Acts 8:27 He 

obeyed the word of the Lord, through the angel, without 

question. He met the Ethiopian, began a dialogue with him 

about God’s Word and he taught the Ethiopian about Jesus 

through that Word.) 

 

3. What is significant about the position that the Ethiopian held? 

(Acts 8:27 He was an important official with a position of 

respect. He was a man worthy of entrusting this valuable 

message and a person that could influence many others.) 

 

4. What is significant about the Ethiopian going to Jerusalem to 

worship and returning home reading from Isaiah? (Acts 8:27-

30 He was seeking the Lord and wanted to know Him more. 

His eyes were opened to understand and respond to the Word.) 

 

5. What does the timing of Philip’s arrival and the reading from 

Isaiah show? (Acts 8:30 This was the Spirit’s intended time 

for the Ethiopian to hear and respond to the Word. It was part 

of God’s plan.) 

 

6. What was the Ethiopian’s understanding of the book of Isaiah? 

(Acts 8:30-31 Although he did not understand whom Isaiah 

was talking about, he wanted Philip to explain it to him.) 

 

7. How did Philip answer the eunuch’s questions? (Acts 8:35 

“Philip began with that very passage of Scripture” that the 

eunuch was reading and began to explain to him the good 

news about Jesus Christ.) 

 

8. What does the Ethiopian’s desire to be baptized say about the 

Good News about Jesus working in his life? (Acts 8:38-39 He 

took the Word to heart and applied it to his own life. He 

responded in faith to the Word that he had heard and went on 

his way as a changed man.) 

 

9. Why did the Holy Spirit take Philip to the region of Azotus? 

(Acts 8:40 There were more people that needed to hear the 

Word of God and his previous mission was complete. He 

traveled around preaching the gospel in the surrounding towns 

until he reached Caesarea.) 
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Application Questions: 

1. How can we get directions for our lives? (Acts 8:26 The Lord 

will direct our lives through His Word and by His Spirit.) 

 

2. How should we respond when the Lord directs us to do 

something? (Acts 8:27, 29-30 We should respond in 

confidence that although we do not see the whole picture, the 

Lord is at work behind the scenes. He has divine appointments 

for us to share His Word. See Isaiah 55:6-13.) 

 

3. How should we interact with the Word of God? (Acts 8:30-31 

We need to spend time reading the Bible and seeking to 

understand it, then we will be equipped to tell others the good 

news of Jesus. See Romans 1:16 and Matthew 4:4.) 

 

4. What should we do when we do not understand a section of 

God’s Word that we are reading through? (Acts 8:31 We 

should invite those around us who have an understanding of it 

to explain it to us.) 

 

5. What can we learn from Philip that will help us talk to people 

around us about the gospel of Jesus Christ? (Acts 8:35 Philip 

started with something that the eunuch was already thinking 

about and from there he introduced the gospel of Jesus.) 

 

6. In what ways does the Word of God work in our lives? (Acts 

8:35-38 The Word of God convicts us of sin in our lives and 

points us to Jesus Christ as the way to forgiveness. It teaches 

us how to live as Christians. This brings us to repentance and 

growth into maturity as believers. See Hebrews 4:12, Psalm 

19:7-11, and Psalm 119:9-16.) 

 

7. Why did the eunuch desire to be baptized? (Acts 8:36 He had 

been taught God’s Word and the good news about Jesus. He 

wanted the new life in Christ.) 

  

8. How does the Word of God change our lives? (Acts 8:39 The 

Word of God changes our hearts. This change brings us joy 

and teaches us how to live the way God wants us to.) 

 

9. Does our witness to other people come to an end? (Acts 8:40 

Our witness will continue until the end of our lives. The Spirit 

will bring us to people who need the Lord.) 
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10. Who needs to hear the Gospel message? (Acts 8:40 All people 

from every nation or ethnic group need to hear the Gospel. 

They need to come to saving faith in Jesus Christ through the 

power of the Gospel.) 

 

11. What do we learn in this passage about God? About Philip? 

About the eunuch? About the Word of God? 
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48. The Word as Law  
Luke 18:18-27 & Exodus 20:1-17 

 

Luke 18 
18

A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?”  

 
19

“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—

except God alone. 
20

You know the commandments: 'Do not commit 

adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor 

your father and mother.'”  

 
21

“All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said.  

 
22

When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell 

everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven. Then come, follow me.”  

 
23

When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was a man of 

great wealth. 
24

Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for the 

rich to enter the kingdom of God! 
25

Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go 

through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 

God.”  

 
26

Those who heard this asked, “Who then can be saved?” 

 
27

Jesus replied, “What is impossible with men is possible with God.” 

 

Exodus 20 
1
 And God spoke all these words:  

 
2
 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the 

land of slavery.  

 
3
 “You shall have no other gods before me.  

 
4
 “You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in 

heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 
5
 You 

shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your 

God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers 

to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 
6
 but showing 

love to a thousand {generations} of those who love me and keep my 

commandments.  

 
7
 “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the 

LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.  

 
8
 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

9
 Six days you shall 

labor and do all your work, 
10

 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the 

LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor 

your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your 
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animals, nor the alien within your gates. 
11

 For in six days the LORD 

made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he 

rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath 

day and made it holy.  

 
12

 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in 

the land the LORD your God is giving you.  

 
13

 “You shall not murder.  

 
14

 “You shall not commit adultery.  

 
15

 “You shall not steal.  

 
16

 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.  

 
17

 “You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet 

your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or 

donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 
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Study Questions: The Word as Law 
Luke 18:18-27 & Exodus 20:1-17 

 

Introduction: 

Man is continually seeking how to attain to a certain level of goodness 

because the Law of God is written upon his heart. This Law of God that 

is interwoven with our very nature continually puts in us a burning 

desire to ascertain righteousness by some sort of personal merit. Many 

try to do enough good in their own strength. However, God has given 

us His righteous law to serve as a mirror to show us our sin, a curb to 

keep us from sin, and a guide to drive us back to our need of Jesus. For 

whoever keeps the law, yet stumbles at one point is a lawbreaker, and 

deserving of punishment. God’s law can be found in the Ten 

Commandments, which were ten summarizing laws that were given to 

Moses for the instruction of God’s people. The law is a reflection of the 

character of God and his expectation of perfection.  God’s Word 

convicts us with these laws. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To see where we fall short of God’s Holy Law. 

– To understand that God’s Word is clear about how God’s 

followers should live.   

– To understand that the law requires the perfection that only 

Jesus can meet on our behalf.  

 

 Attitude  

– To humble ourselves before the Lord and His law.  

– To believe that we are powerless to perfectly obey the law in 

our own strength, but Jesus met it on our behalf. 

 

 Actions  

– To obey God’s laws, knowing that we are forgiven sinners 

who are growing toward God’s perfection.   

– To live by faith, cleansed from our guilt by Jesus’ blood and 

living in the strength that God gives us.  

 

Memory Verses:  
Romans 7:7-8 “What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! 

Indeed I would not have known what sin was except through the law. 

For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had 

not said, “Do not covet.” But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by 

the commandment, produced in me every kind of covetous desire. For 

apart from law, sin is dead.”  
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James 2:10-11 “For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at 

just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. For He who said, “Do not 

commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If you do not commit 

adultery but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker.” 

 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. Why does the ruler call Jesus a good teacher? (Luke 18:18 He 

perceived Jesus as one who could teach and explain the law. 

He is setting himself up to be perceived as good enough.) 

 

2. What does the ruler’s question reveal about himself? (Luke 

18:18 His statement, “What must I do”, reveals that he is 

trying to earn his way into heaven by his good works.) 

 

3. How does Jesus’ response reveal a different standard for the 

definition of good? (Luke 18:19 Jesus said, “Why do you call 

me good? No one is good—except God alone.” That means 

that if Jesus is good, it is only because He is God. There is no 

person that is good. God is the One to compare against.) 

 

4. What did the ruler falsely believe about the five commands of 

God that Jesus mentioned? (Luke 18:21 He believed that he 

had kept them all perfectly during his whole life. See also 

James 2:8-11; 1 John 1:8; Galatians 2:15-16) 

 

5. Did hearing the five commandments make the ruler aware of 

his sin? (Luke 18:20-21 No, it revealed that he was righteous 

in his own eyes.) 

 

6. What misunderstanding did Jesus point out to the rich ruler? 

(Luke 18:22 Jesus told him that he still lacked one thing. By 

telling the ruler to “Sell everything you have and give it to the 

poor and follow me,” Jesus was suggesting that the ruler had 

another “god” that was taking the place of the Lord. In Luke 

10:27 Jesus said, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” See also 

Romans 3:20) 

 

7. Why did the rich ruler become sad when Jesus told him to sell 

his possessions? (Luke 18:23 He was a man of great wealth 

and his possessions on this earth meant more to him than the 

eternal life that he said he wanted to inherit. Jesus had 

revealed the real god of the man’s life.) 

 



 39 

8. What does Jesus’ answer to the crowd’s question concerning 

who can be saved mean? (Luke 18:27 It is impossible for man 

to save himself, but it is possible for God to save man. That is 

why Jesus came and it was for the rich ruler that Jesus died.) 

 

9. Why is it difficult for the rich to enter the kingdom of heaven? 

(Luke 18:24 It is difficult because of the temptation to worship 

the god of money or the god of good works. The rich ruler 

thought he could do enough on his own and was not willing to 

give up his temporary possessions.) 

  

10. What is the purpose of the Ten Commandments? (Exodus 20:1 

It is God’s instructions to mankind. The commandments 

define sin, they reveal how important it is that Jesus would 

come to pay for sin and they give direction for how to live. 

They are also found in Deuteronomy 5:6-21.) 

 

11. What do the first three commandments teach regarding our 

relationship with God? (Exodus 20:3-11 They define who God 

is and what it means to worship Him alone.) 

 

12. What do the second set of seven commandments teach 

regarding our relationship with others? (Exodus 20:12-17 

They define how to interact with other people. Breaking the 

second set of laws breaks our relationship with other people 

and through that our relationship with God.) 

 

13. Who is affected when we obey God’s Law? (Exodus 20:3-17 

Obeying God’s law affects people in their relationship with 

God and in their relationship with one another. To break the 

laws breaks those relationships.) 

 

14. What does it mean to follow these commandments? (It means 

that God is holy and those He created are made in His image. 

It means that He desires relationships and defines how that 

works.) 

 

15. Who needs to hear the law? Who needs to hear the gospel? 

(Those that are self-righteous need the Law, those that are 

broken need the Gospel.) 
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Application Questions: 

1. How do we in our lives look for assigned titles or look to take 

credit from those around us who think we “look good?” (Luke 

18:18 Taking credit for exceeding in something, focusing on 

receiving the biggest promotions, etc.) 

 

2. What must we understand about “being good?” (Luke 18:19 

No one is good—except God alone. We cannot earn our way 

into the kingdom of heaven by our good works. See James 

2:10-11.) 

 

3. What must we understand about the question of “What must I 

do?” in our own lives? (Luke 18:27 In our own strength it is 

impossible to do anything good because even our best deeds 

are mixed with selfish motives. By living in the power of the 

Holy Spirit, we can live holy and pleasing lives, because He is 

the one that lives in and through us.) 

 

4. What is often our sinful response to the law when we are 

confronted with it? (Luke 18:20-21 Sometimes we try to 

justify ourselves, claiming that we keep the law in our own 

strength.) 

 

5. Even when we think we have been keeping the whole law and 

living a good life according to God’s standard, how does 

Jesus’ statement that “there is still one thing we lack” show 

itself to be true? (Luke 18:22 We are sinful by nature and 

regardless of the sins we commit or the good we fail to do, we 

are still sinful in our hearts. See Romans 7:7-8.) 

 

6. What should our attitude be when we are convicted by the 

law? (Luke 18:22 We should repent, and obey Jesus. We can’t 

do this in our own strength, but He helps us.) 

 

7. How should we respond when Jesus calls us to follow Him? 

(Luke 18:23 We should obey Him quickly and gladly.) 

  

8. If following and keeping the law cannot save us, how can we 

be saved? (Luke 18:27  With man this is impossible, but with 

God all things are possible. See also Hebrews 10:1-10) 

 

9. How should the fact that God is the author of His Law affect 

the way we respond to it? (Exodus 20:1 Knowing that the Law 

is from God should make us want to obey it. The Law is not 
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just ordinary words spoken by men, but the very words of the 

Almighty God.) 

10. Why did God give us the Ten Commandments? (Exodus 20:1 

The Lord gave them to us for our good, not our punishment. 

These ten commands teach us God’s holy will, drive us to 

Jesus and show us how to live.) 

 

11. Why would we obey God’s Law? (Exodus 20:3-17 First 

because they are God’s commands and he tells us to. Second, 

because they are the source of a good and healthy life. We are 

the first ones to suffer by disobeying them. See also Romans 

2:14-15.) 

 

12. How do we follow these commandments? (We follow them by 

fearing and loving God in response to each of the individual 

commandments. See also Matthew 5:17-20.) 

 

13. Have you kept the Ten Commandments? If not, what must you 

do? 
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49.  The Word as Gospel  
John 3:1-21 

 

John 3 
1
Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member 

of the Jewish ruling council. 
2
He came to Jesus at night and said, 

“Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no 

one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not 

with him.”  
3
In reply Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see 

the kingdom of God unless he is born again.”  
4
“How can a man be 

born when he is old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely he cannot enter a 

second time into his mother's womb to be born!”  

 
5
Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of 

God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 
6
Flesh gives birth to 

flesh, but the Spirit
 
gives birth to spirit. 

7
You should not be surprised at 

my saying, 'You
 
must be born again.' 

8
The wind blows wherever it 

pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 

where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 

 
9
“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked.  

10
“You are Israel's teacher,” 

said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 
11

I tell you the 

truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, 

but still you people do not accept our testimony. 
12

I have spoken to you 

of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I 

speak of heavenly things? 
13

No one has ever gone into heaven except 

the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.
14

Just as Moses lifted 

up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 
15

that 

everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 

 
16

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
17

For 

God did not send his son into the world to condemn the world, but to 

save the world through him. 
18

Whoever believes in him is not 

condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already 

because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only 

son.
19

This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved 

darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 
20

Everyone who 

does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that 

his deeds will be exposed. 
21

But whoever lives by the truth comes into 

the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what he has done has been 

done through God.” 
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Study Questions: The Word as Gospel 
John 3:1-21 

 

Introduction: 

The Pharisees were men who studied God’s Law. They knew every 

detail written in the Law and they spent much time memorizing and 

examining it. They were confident that they were faithful followers of 

the Law of God, and they assumed that they could obey it perfectly. 

However, they were so focused on obeying the details of the Law that 

they missed the good news, Gospel, of Jesus. A Pharisee named 

Nicodemus came to visit Jesus one evening. Jesus explained to him that 

God loved the world that he gave His one and only Son that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. This gift 

was because they could not keep the Law, so Jesus kept it for us.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand that God made a way for us to receive eternal 

life by believing in His Son. 

– To recognize that earning salvation is nothing that we can or 

could ever do.  

 

 Attitude  

– To trust in Jesus Christ, as the Son of God, who perfectly 

fulfilled the law. 

– To rejoice in the hope that we have in Jesus. 

 

 Actions  

– To love the Lord and other people in response to the love that 

we have been given. 

– To live by faith in the gospel promise of Jesus Christ and not 

by trying to be saved by obeying the Law. 

 

Memory Verse:  
2 Corinthians 5:21 “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so 

that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. What is significant about Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish 

ruling council, coming to Jesus? (John 3:2 Nicodemus came to 

Jesus at night and he came alone. He was seeking a private 

and personal meeting with Jesus, which showed his sincere 

interest in Jesus. It would have been a great display of 

humility for a member of the Jewish ruling council to seek an 
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audience with a simple man from Galilee.) 

 

2. What did Nicodemus recognize about Jesus? (John 3:2 

Nicodemus realized that Jesus and His teaching came from 

God. He acknowledged Jesus’ miracles and signs as evidence 

and he recognized Jesus had answers to questions that he did 

not understand.) 

 

3. How did Jesus redirect the conversation from the topic of 

miracles and signs to the kingdom of God? (John 3:3 Jesus 

directed Nicodemus from the miracles and signs to begin 

seeing the kingdom of God.) 

 

4. Why did Nicodemus’ respond with a question about being 

born again? (John 3:4 He was still looking at things from 

man’s perspective rather than God’s. Instead of looking at the 

topic of the kingdom of heaven, Nicodemus was thinking 

about how a second birth was possible.) 

 

5. How did Jesus redirect Nicodemus’ back to the kingdom of 

God? (John 3:5-6 Instead of talking about being born a second 

time, He talked about entering the kingdom of God. Jesus 

knew that the real issue was Nicodemus’ desire for eternal life 

and not the topics of things on this earth.) 

 

6. What is included in Nicodemus’ question, “How can this be?” 

(John 3:9 Coming from the Pharisees, Nicodemus wants to 

understand what he must do to gain the kingdom of God. Jesus 

points him to the work of God rather than the work of man.) 

 

7. Why did Jesus talk about Moses lifting the snake in 

connection with the Son of Man being lifted up and the way to 

gain eternal life? (John 3:14-16 Moses and the law was the 

most familiar topic for the Pharisees and they understood that 

when people looked at the pole they were healed. That would 

be the same idea with Jesus. It was by faith in Jesus that they 

would be saved, not by their work. See Numbers 21:4-9) 

 

8. Why did God send His one and only Son? (John 3:16-17 God 

sent His Son because He loved the world and wanted to save 

them, not condemn them.) 

 

9. How are some people condemned, even though God loves 

them? (John 3:18-19 They have not believed in the name of 
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God’s one and only Son.) 

 

10. What do these people choose to love instead of God’s one and 

only Son? (John 3:19 They choose to love darkness.) 

 

11. Why does the man who lives by truth come into the light? 

(John 3:21 He comes into the light so that people can tell that 

what he has done, has been done through God and not in his 

own strength.) 

 

 

Application Questions: 

1. How can we see the kingdom of God? (John 3:3-6 We must be 

born again by the Spirit of God. See also Romans 5:8-9) 

 

2. What does a spiritual rebirth look like? (John 3:5-6 A change 

of life; the birthing of the Spirit of God within us; leaving 

behind our old self and the taking on the new creation that 

God makes inside us. See also Isaiah 61:1, 2 Corinthians 5:17, 

Ephesians 2:8-9, and Colossians 1:13-14.) 

 

3. How do people respond when they hear the gospel of rebirth 

and renewal by the Spirit of God? (John 3:4 Sometimes people 

respond with skepticism, uncertainty, or disbelief. In our 

natural self, it is impossible to understand the Gospel. Only by 

the grace of God and with the help of His Spirit can we 

understand and accept it. See also 1 Corinthians 15:1-6.) 

 

4. When can we respond to Jesus’ call to be born again? (John 

3:6 When we see our great need for salvation, because of our 

sin. When we are burdened and broken under the law and 

come to Jesus in faith for His free gift of salvation.) 

 

5. How can we respond when we realize that the only way to 

receive eternal life is by believing in the name of God’s Son? 

(John 3:14-16 We can share this good news with people 

around us, so that that they can begin to walk in the light 

instead of in the darkness.) 

 

6. When we understand that God chose to send His one and only 

Son for us, what do we learn about our importance to Him? 

(John 3:16 God showed us that He loves us very much, since 

He gave all that He could to give us the most important thing 

that we need.)  
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7. What is God’s desire for mankind? (John 3:17 God desires, 

not to condemn the world, but rather to save them. See 

Colossians 2:13-14 and Hebrews 10:10.) 

 

8. How can God’s great love for mankind affect the way we 

respond to people who are walking in darkness? (John 3:17-21 

We can bring them to the light of God’s truth, because we 

know that God loves them so much.) 

 

9. What should our attitude be when we receive praise for what 

we have done? (John 3:21 We need to realize that it has not 

been done by our own power, but that it has been done 

through the power of God through us, so all the glory should 

go to Him.) 
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50.   Salvation  
Acts 16:23-34 

 

Acts 16 
23

After they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, 

and the jailer was commanded to guard them carefully. 
24

Upon 

receiving such orders, he put them in the inner cell and fastened their 

feet in the stocks.  

 
25

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to 

God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. 
26

Suddenly there 

was such a violent earthquake that the foundations of the prison were 

shaken. At once all the prison doors flew open, and everybody's chains 

came loose. 
27

The jailer woke up, and when he saw the prison doors 

open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he 

thought the prisoners had escaped. 
28

But Paul shouted, “Don't harm 

yourself! We are all here!”  

 
29

The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul 

and Silas. 
30

He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do 

to be saved?”  

 
31

They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you 

and your household.” 
32

Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him 

and to all the others in his house. 
33

At that hour of the night the jailer 

took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his 

family were baptized. 
34

The jailer brought them into his house and set a 

meal before them; he was filled with joy because he had come to 

believe in God—he and his whole family. 
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Study Questions: Salvation 
Acts 16:23-34 

 

Introduction: 

On their missionary journey, Paul and Silas stopped at many cities 

proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ for the salvation of all who 

would believe in Him. Even though many believed,  others were 

angered and upset by the fact that the message of Jesus was for both the 

Jews and the Gentiles. On one journey, in Philippi, Paul commanded a 

demon to leave a girl. As a result Paul and Silas were severely beaten 

and thrown into prison. However, even in prison, Paul and Silas found 

a way to make the message of Jesus Christ known. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge 

– To understand that there is only one way to be saved, and that 

is through believing in the Son of God: Jesus Christ. 

– To learn that salvation is for everyone, young and old alike. 

 

 Attitude  

– To find peace and joy in Jesus regardless of the situation. 

–  To marvel at the way God uses situations. 

 

 Actions  

– To repent and believe and you will be saved. 

– To watch for opportunities to share Jesus with people the Lord 

brings us into contact with. 

– To bring our whole family to the Lord. 

 

Memory Verses:  
2 Timothy 1:8-9 “So do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or 

ashamed of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the 

gospel, by the power of God, who has saved us and called us to a holy 

life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own 

purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the 

beginning of time.” 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. Why were Paul and Silas beaten and thrown into prison? (Acts 

16:23 They had been telling people how they could be saved 

and had cast a demon out of a girl that could foretell the 

future.) 

 

2. What is interesting about the harsh treatment used against Paul 

and Silas? (Acts 16:23-24 They were not doing anything that 
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would merit harsh treatment nor were they a threat to anyone 

that they would need to be guarded.) 

 

3. What do the attitude and response of Paul and Silas say about 

them? (Acts 16:25 They responded with kindness though they 

had been treated harshly. They were trusting in God, praying 

and singing hymns to God in spite of how they had been 

treated. It showed their confident faith in God and the 

importance of the message.) 

 

4. What is significant about Paul and Silas’ time in prison? (Acts 

16:25-26 After being severely flogged they sang songs and 

prayed to God and the other prisoners were listening to them. 

There was a violent earthquake, the doors flew open and all of 

the prisoners’ chains came loose, but they stayed in prison!) 

 

5. Why did the jailer decide to kill himself when he was 

awakened by the earthquake? (Acts 16:27 He thought that the 

prisoners had escaped and he was accountable for them.) 

 

6. Why did Paul call out to him, “Don’t harm yourself! We are 

all here!”? (Acts 16:28 He had compassion on the jailer, even 

though they had been treated so harshly.) 

 

7. Why did the jailer come to Paul and Silas trembling and 

asking how he could be saved? (Acts 16:29-30 He came face 

to face with a power that was greater than beatings, chains and 

even prison itself. He could see that he and his whole family 

needed what Paul and Silas had.) 

 

8. What does the statement “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you 

will be saved” mean? (Acts 16:31 It means to be saved from 

God’s wrath, Romans 5:9, from death, Romans 5:20-21, and 

from slavery to sin. Romans 6:14, 17-18) 

 

9. What did Paul and Silas then do for the jailer and what did the 

jailer do for them? (Acts 16:32-33 Paul and Silas spoke the 

Word of the Lord to him and baptized his whole family. The 

jailer washed their wounds, took them into his house and set a 

meal before them.) 

 

10. What gave the jailer great joy? (Acts 16:34 He and his whole 

family had come to believe in God.) 
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Application Questions: 

1. How do we see that following Christ in our own lives is not 

always easy, and often may be difficult or painful? (Acts 

16:23-24 When we follow Christ, sometimes we experience 

mockery, persecution, pain and suffering. See 2 Timothy 1:8-

9) 

 

2. What possible responses are before us when we are faced with 

pain, suffering, and hardships? (Acts 16:25 We can respond in 

anger, bitterness and revenge, or we can show what faith in 

God looks like to a watching world. We can turn to the Lord 

in prayer, since we know that He is in control and we can 

continue to praise and glorify Him in every situation.) 

  

3. How can we, like Paul and Silas, witness for Jesus Christ 

wherever we are? (Acts 16:25 In any circumstance, we can 

point the people around us to Jesus by our words and actions. 

These both are part of our testimony.) 

 

4. What is life like for people who are not following Jesus as 

their Lord and Savior? (Acts 16:27 There is fear. Life may not 

seem worth living and as a result, it may seem easier to die 

than to face life.) 

 

5. What can we offer people who are lost, hopeless, and 

confused in their thinking? (Acts 16:28 We can reach out to 

them in love, warn them of the danger they are in and share 

with them the hope that surpasses the trials. Romans 3:20-24) 

 

6. Why is it important to be prepared to share the message of 

salvation with people who are spiritually lost? (Acts 16:29-30 

At times, people who are lost will come to a Christian in fear 

and trembling, asking how to be saved. We must be prepared 

to help them cry out to the Lord to save them. See Acts 4:12) 

 

7. Where should a Christian direct an unbeliever in order to be 

saved? (Acts 16:31 We must direct them to believe in the Lord 

Jesus Christ and call on His name for salvation. Romans 10:8-

13; Ephesians 2:1-10) 

 

8. What else is required to bring salvation to an unbeliever, as 

illustrated in this story? (Acts 16:32-33 Speaking the Word of 

God and offering them new life. They were baptized into their 

new faith was immediate. Titus 3:3-7) 
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9. What do we learn from this story about who can be saved? 

(Acts 16:34 We learn that salvation is for all who believe. It 

can be for young or old, individuals or for a family. It is for all 

people. 1 Timothy 2:3-4; Mark 16:15-16) 

 

10. What does salvation by faith in Jesus Christ bring to the 

person who receives it? (Acts 16:34 Salvation in Jesus Christ 

brings great joy to the person whose life has been changed.) 
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51.   Baptism  
Acts 2:22-41 

 

Acts 2 
22

“Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited 

by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among 

you through him, as you yourselves know. 
23

This man was handed over 

to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help 

of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 
24

But God 

raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because 

it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 
25

David said about 

him:  

   “ 'I saw the Lord always before me.  

      Because he is at my right hand,  

      I will not be shaken.  

 
26

Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;  

      my body also will live in hope,  

 
27

because you will not abandon me to the grave,  

      nor will you let your Holy One see decay.  

 
28

You have made known to me the paths of life;  

      you will fill me with joy in your presence.' 

 
29“

Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and 

was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 
30

But he was a prophet and 

knew that God had promised him on oath that he would place one of 

his descendants on his throne. 
31

Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the 

resurrection of the Christ, that He was not abandoned to the grave, nor 

did his body see decay. 
32

God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are 

all witnesses of the fact. 
33

Exalted to the right hand of God, he has 

received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out 

what you now see and hear. 
34

For David did not ascend to heaven, and 

yet he said,  

   “‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand  

 
35

until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”   

 
36

“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, 

whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”  

 
37

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to 

Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”  

 
38

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name 

of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive 

the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
39

The promise is for you and your children 

and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”  
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40

With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, 

“Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 
41

Those who accepted 

his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to 

their number that day. 
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Study Questions: Baptism 
Acts 2:22-41 

 

Introduction: 

After Jesus had risen from the dead and had spent 40 days with His 

disciples, He ascended into heaven with the promise that He was 

sending the Holy Spirit to them. After spending time in Jerusalem 

waiting, the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples in tongues of fire and 

they spoke with boldness the good news of Jesus. The Holy Spirit was 

going before the disciples in a new way, not just being with them but 

also now dwelling in them. At this time, there were many people 

gathered from across the nations. Peter stood in front of a large crowd 

of people and explained to them who Jesus Christ is, and how to be 

saved. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand the promise and provision of baptism.  

– To acknowledge that we are raised to new life through 

baptism. 

 

 Attitude  

– To gladly welcome the Holy Spirit into our lives. 

– To be convicted by our sin. 

 

 Actions  

– To preach the good news of Jesus Christ people around us, 

teaching them and baptizing them.  

– To obey Jesus wholeheartedly and live by the power of the 

Holy Spirit at work in us. 

 

Memory Verses:  
Galatians 3:26-27 “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ 

Jesus, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 

yourselves with Christ.” 

1 Peter 3:21 “And this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you 

also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good 

conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ.” 

 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. What was Peter trying to point out about Jesus? (Acts 2:22-24 

Peter was pointing out that they had killed Jesus and that they 

were as guilty of His death as the ones that had nailed Him to 
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the cross. Even still, God raised Him from the dead, for it was 

impossible for death to keep its hold on Jesus.) 

 

2. Why is it important for the crowd to see their connection with 

Jesus’ death? (Acts 2:23 It was essential for them to see their 

own sin and guilt or they would not see their need for new 

life.) 

 

3. Why did Peter bring up King David’s quote from Psalm 16? 

(Acts 2:25-28 David was prophesying about his Lord and the 

promised life beyond the grave. Though David died and was 

abandoned to the grave. The promised Holy One would be 

raised to life. He would be the path of life and would not be 

abandoned to the grave.) 

 

4. How can Peter make such bold statements about the 

resurrection of the Christ, that He was not abandoned to the 

grave, His body did not see decay and that God raised Jesus to 

life? (Acts 2:31-32 The crucifixion and resurrection had only 

taken place 50 days earlier and these people were truly 

witnesses of it all.) 

 

5. What is the point of restating that the people of Israel crucified 

Jesus, but God made him Lord and Christ? (Acts 2:36 It 

pointed out the people’s sin and their need for forgiveness.) 

 

6. What is the reaction to the presentation of Peter’s message? 

(Acts 2:37 The people were convicted of their sin and had a 

response of wanting to know more.) 

 

7. What is the evidence of the Holy Spirit’s work in their life? 

(Acts 2:37 They were cut to the heart and asked what they 

must do.) 

 

8. Why did Peter tell them to repent and be baptized? (Acts 2:38 

So they could be forgiven of their sin and so they could 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. See also Acts 22:16) 

 

9. In what way did Peter say the people should be baptized? 

(Acts 2:38 In the name of Jesus Christ. See also Matthew 

28:19-20; Mark 16:16)  

10. Who did Peter say this promise was for? (Acts 2:39 He said it 

was for every one of them, including children and those that 

were far off, because it was a promise for all whom the Lord 

God would call. See also Acts 16:33; Matthew 18:1-6; 19:13-
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15; Colossians 2:11-12 parallel with circumcision) 

 

11. What was the result of Peter’s message? (Acts 2:40-41 Three 

thousand people accepted his message. They were baptized, 

added to their number and were saved.) 

  

Application Questions: 

1. Who killed Jesus? Was it the crowd that Peter challenged, was 

it those who nailed Him to the cross, or are we responsible 

since He died for our sins?  

 

2. Why is it important that we see our own sin? (Acts 2:22-24 

Every person must see their sin before they will see or 

understand their need for a Savior.) 

 

3. What difference does Jesus’ resurrection from the dead make 

for us? (Acts 2:24, 31-32 The resurrection is the fulfillment of 

prophecy, the evidence of God’s power and hope for the 

future. In life… we die, but in baptism… we are raised to new 

life in Christ.) 

 

4. How can we be certain that the message we preach is true? 

(Acts 2:32 There were many witnesses in Bible times that 

Jesus Christ was raised from the dead and is alive now.) 

 

5. We know that God was able to raise Jesus from the dead and 

make Him both Lord and Christ. What does this tell us about 

His power to save us?  (Acts 2:32, 36 God is able to make us 

new creations in Jesus Christ. He claims us as His own and 

gives us eternal life.) 

 

6. How should we instruct people who are under conviction for 

their sins? (Acts 2:38 We should invite them to repent of their 

sins, be united with Christ and to be baptized. Ezekiel 36:24-

26 points out God’s work on our behalf.) 

 

7. Who should we forbid from repentance and being united with 

Christ? (Acts 2:38 No one, this gift is for everyone, both 

young and old and all whom the Lord would call. See also 

Matthew 18:1-4.) 

 

8. When we baptize people in the name of Jesus Christ, what 

happens to them? (Acts 2:38 They are united with Him in 

death, and they are raised with Him in life. They receive 

forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
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See also 1 Peter 3:21; Galatians 3:26-27; Romans 6:3-4; Titus 

3:4-7) 

 

9. How should we baptize people? (The Bible uses many modes 

in which water was used. In the water along the way, Acts 

8:36-38; plenty of water, John 3:23; sprinkling with water, 

Ezekiel 36:25; with the water at hand, Acts 16:33) 

 

10. How is our generation corrupt and how can we be saved from 

it? (Acts 2:39 Our generation, like Peter’s, has done the same 

thing to Jesus as before. We also must repent and be baptized 

in the name of Jesus Christ for forgiveness.) 
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52.  Lord’s Supper  
1 Corinthians 11:20-30 

 

1 Corinthians 11 
20

When you come together, it is not the Lord's Supper you eat, 
21

for as 

you eat, each of you goes ahead without waiting for anybody else. One 

remains hungry, another gets drunk. 
22

Don't you have homes to eat and 

drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate those who 

have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you for this? 

Certainly not!  

 
23

For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord 

Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 
24

and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; 

do this in remembrance of me.” 
25

In the same way, after supper he took 

the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
26

For whenever you eat 

this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he 

comes.  

 
27

Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 

unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood 

of the Lord. 
28

A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the 

bread and drinks of the cup. 
29

For anyone who eats and drinks without 

recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 
30

That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you 

have fallen asleep. 
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Study Questions: Lord’s Supper 
1 Corinthians 11:20-30 

 

Introduction: 

On the night that He was betrayed, the Lord Jesus Christ instituted the 

sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, Holy Communion, and this meal 

parallels the Passover meal in Egypt when the blood of the lamb was 

put on the door to save the first born from the angel of death. When 

believers take communion, they partake of the real presence of the 

body and blood of Christ and they are saved from the death of sin. 

Jesus told His disciples to practice this sacrament in remembrance of 

Him. This instruction from Jesus was not only for the disciples, but also 

for the spiritual nourishment of believers today. This sacrament is 

different than the sacrament of baptism in that we are urged to examine 

ourselves before partaking in it. This is so that we will realize the sin of 

our own lives and think seriously about the price that was paid for our 

forgiveness, even though we are unworthy. The blood that Jesus shed 

for us is what makes us acceptable to God.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper and its role 

in the believer’s life. 

– To remember the parallel meal and sacrifice that was offered 

at Passover in Egypt to save the firstborn children. 

 

 Attitude  

– To believe that Jesus Christ is Himself present with us, as we 

take the bread and wine. 

– To strengthen, renew, and restore us as we remember the price 

He paid for our sins when He died on the cross. 

 

 Actions  

– To celebrate the Lord’s Supper with other believers 

remembering what Christ has done for us. 

 

Memory Verses:  
1 Corinthians 11:23-25 “The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, 

took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is 

my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same 

way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance 

of me.” 
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1 Corinthians 10:16 “Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give 

thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that 

we break a participation in the body of Christ?” 

Scriptures for Further Study:  
Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:12-26; Luke 22:19-23; John 6:53-58;        

1 Corinthians 10:14-17 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. What was Paul’s main concern for the believers in Corinth as 

they took the Lord’s Supper? (1 Corinthians 11:21 They were 

not showing respect to this holy meal that the Lord had 

instituted. They were indulging in the food as if it were just 

food and they did not give consideration to the others.) 

 

2. When did the Lord Jesus establish the Lord’s Supper?               

(1 Corinthians 11:23 On the night in which He was betrayed, 

which was his Passover celebration on the night before His 

crucifixion.) 

 

3. What are the physical elements of the Lord’s Supper that Jesus 

used? (1 Corinthians 11:23, 25 Bread and Wine, The Cup.) 

 

4. Why did Jesus say, “This is my body” as He broke the bread? 

(1 Corinthians 11:24 The bread was not only bread, but it was 

His body because of His word.) 

 

5. Why did Jesus say, “This cup is the new covenant in My 

blood.” as He took the cup? (1 Corinthians 11:25 The old 

covenant of animal blood sacrifices was now fulfilled in the 

perfect sacrifice of Jesus once and for all. See also Hebrews 

9:18-28) 

 

6. What does He mean by saying, “Do this in remembrance of 

me?” (1 Corinthians 11:24-25 The instruction is to remember 

the sacrifice made and the price paid for our sin.) 

 

7. Who did Christ say was to receive both His body and blood? 

(1 Corinthians 11:24-25 “You,” which is first directed to the 

disciples who were with Him, and then all believers who 

would follow Him. Matthew 26:27-28) 

 

8. Until Christ’s return, how do believers proclaim the Lord’s 

death when they eat of the bread and drink of the cup?  

(1 Corinthians 11:26 They remember what Jesus did and the 
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forgiveness that is ours.) 

 

9. What are the dangers when believers partake of the Lord’s 

Supper? (1 Corinthians 11:27 They can take it in an unworthy 

manner. They can sin by dishonoring the body and blood of 

the Lord. They can eat and drink judgment on themselves.      

1 Corinthians 10:21) 

 

10. What does it mean to not recognize the body of Christ?          

(1 Corinthians 11:29 It means to take the bread and wine 

casually, not considering our partnership with Him.                 

1 Corinthians 10:15-16) 

 

11. What must a person do before he eats of the bread and drinks 

of the cup? (1 Corinthians 11:28 He must examine himself and 

ask forgiveness for his sin. Psalm 139:23-24) 

 

12. What is the parallel between the Passover meal and this Lord’s 

Supper? (1 Corinthians 11:26-29 In the Passover meal the 

sacrifice is what saved the first born from the death angel, so 

also in this meal it is the sacrifice of Jesus that saves us from 

the death of sin. See also 1 Peter 2:24) 

 

 

Application Questions: 

1. How can we show respect when we take the Lord’s Supper?   

(1 Corinthians 11:21 We can take the Lord’s Supper with a 

holy reverence for the gift given, the sacrifice made and the 

price paid for our sins.) 

 

2. What is important about the timing Jesus chose when He 

established the Lord’s Supper on the night of His betrayal?     

(1 Corinthians 11:23 By teaching it on the night He was 

betrayed, Jesus showed us the extent of His forgiveness. Even 

to the very one who would turn against Him.) 

 

3. What value do the bread and wine have for us as believers?          

(1 Corinthians 11:23-25 They are physical elements that 

remind us in a tangible way that the Lord Jesus died for our 

sins. The Lord’s Supper unites the believer with food and 

drink to Christ Himself.) 

 

4. Why do we as followers of Christ believe that the bread and 

wine are in fact the body and blood of Jesus? (1 Corinthians 

11:23-25 We as followers believe this because Christ plainly 
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stated: “This is my body,” and “This is my blood.” So we take 

Christ at His Word.) 

 

5. How often are we supposed to celebrate the Lord’s Supper in 

remembrance of Jesus? (1 Corinthians 11:23-25 We should 

not take the Lord’s Supper only once, but rather we should do 

this frequently to help us remember what Christ did for us.) 

 

6. Why is it important for older believers to instruct younger 

believers about what the Lord’s Supper truly is?                            

(1 Corinthians 11:27 It is very important to carefully teach 

younger believers, because taking the Lord’s Supper in an 

unworthy manner is sin and brings judgment.) 

 

7. What does it mean to examine oneself? (1 Corinthians 11:28 

When a believer examines himself before taking communion, 

he realizes that he is a sinner and desperately needs the 

forgiveness through the body and blood of Jesus for renewal, 

restoration, and unity with Christ.) 

 

8. Who should participate in the Lord’s Supper? (1 Corinthians 

11:23-29 The celebration of the Lord’s Supper is for every 

believer who has rightly examined himself. The practice is 

reserved for those who can fully understand their sin and who 

can truly examine themselves.) 

 

9. What should be served in the Lord’s Supper? (1 Corinthians 

11:23-25; See also Matthew 26:26-29 Just as Christ instituted 

the Lord’s Supper using bread and the cup of the fruit of the 

vine, so believers should celebrate this sacrament using such 

elements in the practice of the sacrament.) 

 

10. What manner of style or practices do people use today?  

 

Promises of Forgiveness: 

Isaiah 1:18  Isaiah 53:5 1 John 1:8-9 

Psalm 103:11-12 Ephesians 1:7 Psalm 32:1-2 

Psalm 130:3-4 Romans 8:1 
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53. Ascension and The Second Coming   
Acts 1:3-12 & Matthew 24:27-44 

 

Acts 1 
3
After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many 

convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period 

of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 
4
On one occasion, 

while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not 

leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you 

have heard me speak about. 
5
For John baptized with water, but in a few 

days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”  

 
6
So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this 

time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”  

 
7
He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the 

Father has set by his own authority. 
8
But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  

 
9
After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud 

hid him from their sight.  

 
10

They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when 

suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 
11

“Men of 

Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This 

same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back 

in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”  

 
12

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of 

Olives, a Sabbath day's walk from the city. 

 

Matthew 24 
27

For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, 

so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
28

Wherever there is a carcass, 

there the vultures will gather.  

 
29

“Immediately after the distress of those days the sun will be 

darkened, and the moon will not give its light;  

the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.' 

 
30 “

At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and 

all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man 

coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 
31

And he 

will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his 

elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.  
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32 “

Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get 

tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 
33

Even 

so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the 

door. 
34

I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away 

until all these things have happened. 
35

Heaven and earth will pass 

away, but my words will never pass away.  

 
36“

No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, 

nor the Son, but only the Father. 
37

As it was in the days of Noah, so it 

will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 
38

For in the days before the 

flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 

marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 
39

and they knew nothing 

about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. 

That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 
40

Two men will 

be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 
41

Two women will 

be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.  

 
42“

Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your 

Lord will come. 
43

But understand this: If the owner of the house had 

known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept 

watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 
44

So you also 

must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you 

do not expect him. 
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Study Questions: Ascension and The Second Coming 
Acts 1:3-12 & Matthew 24:27-44 

 

Introduction: 

Jesus lived on earth for 33 years. After He rose from the dead, He 

stayed for 40 more days. During this time He showed His resurrected 

body to over 500 people. He promised His disciples that He would 

return again, but He did not give the exact time or date when this would 

be. Jesus also promised that when He returned to the Father, He would 

send the Holy Spirit to guide, comfort and assist his disciples as they 

followed Him. He told them not to lose heart at His departure. Then He 

ascended (went up) to His Father in Heaven. Some angels of God were 

there, and they promised the disciples that Jesus would return in the 

same way that He left. We can live with expectation because we know 

that Jesus will come again.   

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To know that Jesus is alive and has authority on heaven and 

earth.  

– To realize that the Father has set the times and dates for Jesus’ 

return. 

– To remember that our days here on earth are numbered and 

that Christ will be returning to take us to heaven. 

 

 Attitude  

– To have hope, knowing that our Lord and Savior Jesus will be 

returning to take His followers to be with Him.  

– To be expectant of the Lord’s return at any time. 

 

 Actions  

– To be witnesses in the power of the Holy Spirit for Jesus 

globally until He returns. 

– To be ready and watchful, taking care of the Father’s house.  

 

Memory Verses:  
Matthew 24:27 “For as lightning that comes from the east is visible 

even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.” 
John 14:3 “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back 

and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.” 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. What was the purpose of Jesus staying around for 40 days 

after His resurrection? (Acts 1:3 He showed Himself to His 

disciples, gave many convincing proofs that He was alive and 
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He told them about the Kingdom of God.) 

 

2. What is significant about the gift the Father promised to the 

disciples after Christ’s return to heaven? (Acts 1:4-5 It was the 

gift of the Holy Spirit, it was a gift of power and it allowed 

them to be witnesses to the ends of the earth.) 

 

3. What can be learned about the timing of the kingdom coming 

to Israel? (Acts 1:7 It was not for the disciples to know the 

time that the Father has set by His authority. Jesus return 

caused His disciples to keep watch and always be ready.) 

 

4. What responsibility was Jesus giving to His disciples when He 

returned to the Father? (Acts 1:8 He trusted them to be His 

witnesses and to spread the Word about Him to all peoples.) 

 

5. How was Jesus’ departure unique? (Acts 1:9-11 He was taken 

up before their very eyes until a cloud hid Him from their 

sight. Two angels came and spoke to them about Jesus, His 

destination of heaven and His return from heaven.) 

 

6. How does Matthew 24 describe Christ’s ‘Second Coming’? 

(Matthew 24:27 It will be very visible. It will be seen 

everywhere, just as lightning from the east is seen in the west.) 

 

7. What will the return of Christ Jesus from heaven be like? 

(Matthew 24:30 He will return coming on the clouds of the 

sky with power and great glory and all of the nations will see 

Him and they will mourn. ) 

 

8. What will happen when Christ appears? (Matthew 24:31 He 

will send His angels to gather His chosen people from the ends 

of the earth. Resurrection from the dead, John 6:39-40; 

rapture, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; judgment, John 5:28-29) 

 

9. What is known about the day in which Christ will return back 

to earth? (Matthew 24:36 No one knows about the day or 

hour, not even the angels nor the Son, but only the Father. It 

will be obvious that the time is near; yet it will be a great 

surprise. It will be unexpected.) 

 

10. What will the spiritual condition of the people in world be 

when Christ returns? (Matthew 24:38-39 They will be living 

their normal lives, unaware of what is coming.) 
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11. How are we to prepare for the coming of the Lord? (Matthew 

24:42-44 We are to keep watch and be ready, for we do not 

know the day or the hour of Christ’s return.) 

 

 

Application Questions: 

1. Do the proofs of Jesus’ resurrection offer us any 

encouragement today? (Acts 1:3 The resurrection of Jesus is 

still questioned today. The testimonies or proofs of those who 

saw Jesus can give believers confidence that their faith is 

based on reality.) 

  

2. How does Jesus’ return to heaven affect our lives as believers 

today? (Acts 1:4-5 As a result of Christ’s return to heaven, the 

promised Holy Spirit now lives within believers and leads us 

toward Jesus. Romans 8:34 says that He is also interceding for 

us.) 

 

3. What should we remember about God’s timing in the events 

of our lives? (Acts 1:7; Matthew 24:36 God’s timing is often 

not what we expect or even desire. He is the Sovereign Lord 

and it is for Him alone to know the details of what is yet to 

come. We are to trust Him.) 

 

4. What are we to be doing while we wait for Christ’s return? 

(Acts 1:8 We are to be witnesses to the ends of the earth that 

He is alive and that He is returning again.) 

 

5. We know that Christ ascended to heaven and promised to 

come back and take us to be where He is. What does this tell 

us about our future dwelling? (Acts 1:11 As followers of 

Christ, our future dwelling will be forever with Him in 

heaven.) 

 

6. It has been about 2000 years since Jesus went into heaven. 

How can we know when or if he will return? (Matthew 24:30-

33 We can know that Jesus will return because He said He 

would and the signs of his return will be obvious like the fig 

tree budding.) 

 

7. Do we need to worry about whether we will get a glimpse of 

Christ when He returns or worry that we might miss Him? 

(Matthew 24:27 No. We need not worry about missing 

Christ’s return, because He will be visible everywhere, just 
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like lightning in the east can be seen in the west.) 

 

8. How will we know if Christ will gather us unto Himself or 

whom He will gather? (Matthew 24:31 He will send His 

angels to gather the elect, or people chosen by God, to 

Himself. So, if we are obeying the truth, our election is sure, 

and we can be confident that we will be with Christ when He 

gathers His own. See also John 6:39-40, 14:1-6, and  

2 Timothy 4:8.) 

 

9. How can we be ready for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ? 

How can we keep watch for His return? (Matthew 24:42-44; 

See also 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 The return of the Lord will be 

like a thief in the night, at an hour when it is not expected. We 

are ready for His return when we are looking for Him, trusting 

in Him and living for Him, 2 Peter 3:10-13. See also Luke 

21:12-19, the Lord will give you the words to speak.) 

 

10. What will the end of the world be like? (1. Distress in the 

world – Matthew 24:6-8, 2. Persecution of Christians – 

Matthew 24:9-14; Luke 21:12-19, 3. False Prophets – 

Matthew 24:23-26, 4. The return of Christ – Matthew 24:27, 

29-31; Luke 17:26-30; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18; 5:1-11; 

Revelation 19:11-16) 
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54. Judgment  
Luke 16:19-31 

  

Luke 16 
19

“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and 

lived in luxury every day. 
20

At his gate was laid a beggar named 

Lazarus, covered with sores 
21

and longing to eat what fell from the rich 

man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.  

 
22

“The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to 

Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried. 
23

In hell, where 

he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with 

Lazarus by his side. 
24

So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity 

on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool 

my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.'  

 
25

“But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you 

received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now 

he is comforted here and you are in agony. 
26

And besides all this, 

between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who 

want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from 

there to us.'  

 
27

“He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's 

house, 
28

for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will 

not also come to this place of torment.'  

 
29

“Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them 

listen to them.'  

 
30

“'No, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to 

them, they will repent.'  

 
31

“He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they 

will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'” 
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Study Questions: Judgment 
Luke 16:19-31 

 

Introduction: 

Jesus told many parables to the people of Israel to teach them about 

spiritual things. He often taught about heaven and hell and the coming 

judgment. This subject is important because, just as each and every one 

of us will die physically, each and every one of us will also live forever 

spiritually. What we choose to do during our life on earth determines 

where we spend our spiritual life for eternity.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To recognize that our souls are eternal and that a day of 

judgment will come. 

– To be reminded that every person will live forever in either 

heaven or hell.   

 

 Attitude  

– To believe that there is a heaven and hell.   

– To consider the seriousness our eternal fate. 

 

 Actions  

– To carefully consider our faith in Jesus and the future impact 

of a life of belief or unbelief.   

– To urgently warn people around us who are perishing. 

 

Memory Verse:  
Revelation 3:20 “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears 

my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, 

and he with me.” 

 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. What does the earthly life of the rich man and Lazarus show 

about their spiritual life? (Luke 16:19-21 The rich man’s 

wealth, food and fine clothes shows a man with abundance 

physically but with little or no concern about the beggar at his 

own gate. The rich man’s lack of care for Lazarus shows that 

he did not see his acknowledgement of God or his 

accountability before God.) 

 

2. After the rich man and Lazarus both die, what do they face in 

eternity? (Luke 16:22-25 The rich man who lived for himself 

faced the torment of hell and fire. Lazarus was by Abraham’s 
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side in a peaceful place and was comforted.) 

 

3. What do the rich man’s list of requests to Abraham show? 

(Luke 16:24-30 He is in agony. He can only ask for pity 

because he is getting what he deserves. He is now the beggar, 

asking Abraham for help.) 

  

4. What else does the rich man’s conversation with Abraham 

show? (Luke 16:24-31 The rich man regretted his life style of 

self-indulgence. He wished for even a small amount of relief. 

He finally had a concern for others, namely his brothers, yet 

he still considers Lazarus under his own authority. He admits 

that he did not listen to Moses and the Prophets. He tries to 

say that a warning from someone who died would have been 

convincing. He sees that he and his brothers needed to repent.) 

 

5. What about Lazarus and his condition? (Luke 16:23 Lazarus 

was in a peaceful place next to Abraham and far away from 

torment.) 

 

6. What did Abraham explain about crossing from where he was 

to hell? (Luke 16:26 Abraham said that there is a great chasm 

(a deep, steep valley) that cannot be crossed from either 

place.) 

 

7. What does Abraham’s statement “If they don’t listen to Moses 

and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone 

rises from the dead” mean? (Luke 16:29, 31 It shows how 

hard their hearts were. It shows that they would not listen to 

anything that God would say or do.) 

 

8. What is it about Jesus telling this parable that makes it seem 

that much more true to life? (Luke 16:31 Jesus himself did rise 

from the dead and yet people continue to not believe in him.) 

 

 

Application Questions: 

1. Does having more material possessions, wealth, and health in 

this life give us a “better place” in the world to come? (Luke 

16:19-23 No, you can be the wealthiest person alive and be 

very spiritually dead. The question for us centers on how we 

live our lives toward others, toward Moses and the Prophets, 

in repentance and toward the one that rose from the dead.) 
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2. What happens to a person before he faces judgment and the 

life to come? (Luke 16:22 A physical death leads to the eternal 

spiritual dwelling.) 

 

3. Why would you not want to spend eternity in hell? (Luke 

16:23-24 The torment and agony of living in unending fire 

shows the horror of that place, but even more horrific is the 

separation from God.) 

 

4. In the parable, the rich man looked up and saw Abraham and 

called to him. Where should we look and whom should we 

call on now while we are still able? (Luke 16:23 As long as we 

are alive on this earth we can still call on the Lord God for 

mercy. He will hear our prayers and will comfort us in our 

agony. He will teach us His Word and will respond when we 

repent.) 

 

5. What do we learn from this text about heaven? (Luke 16:23 

Heaven is a place at the side of other believers and a place 

removed from the pain and torment that others are forever 

experiencing in hell. See also Matthew 22:2-14.) 

 

6. What do we learn about a person’s ability to go back and forth 

between heaven and hell? (Luke 16:26 Even if a person 

wanted to cross from one to the other, it would be impossible 

because of a great chasm between them that cannot be crossed. 

See Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43.) 

 

7. When can a person make a decision about whether or not he 

will spend eternity in heaven or hell? (Luke 16:27-31 We can 

only make this decision while we are living here on earth. See 

also Hebrews 9:27.) 

 

8. For those of us on earth, what is it that we need to be listening 

to for the warning of what is to come after death? (Luke 16:29, 

31 Moses and the prophets, those who are proclaiming the 

Word of God.) 

 

9. What responsibility do we have to share the message of the 

Gospel with unbelievers? (Luke 16:29, 31 We need to 

urgently share the message that we have received with other 

people, before they die and no longer have a chance to be 

saved.) 
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10. What is “The Judgment”?  

(Revelation 20:11-15 describes a great white throne judgment; 

Revelation 14:14-20 describes the gathering of the people; 

For the wicked: 

Romans 2:5-11 talks about God’s wrath 

Revelation 16:1-11 describes the bowls of God’s wrath 

For the righteous: 

Romans 5:8-9 describes how we are saved from God’s wrath 

Revelation 21:1-8 describes our future home of heaven 

1 Peter 1:3-5 talks about our inheritance as believers) 
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55.  Angels 
Acts 12:1-19 

 

Acts 12 

 
1
It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to 

the church, intending to persecute them. 
2
He had James, the brother of 

John, put to death with the sword. 
3
When he saw that this pleased the 

Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. This happened during the Feast 

of Unleavened Bread. 
4
After arresting him, he put him in prison, 

handing him over to be guarded by four squads of four soldiers each. 

Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover.  

 
5
So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to 

God for him.  

 
6
The night before Herod was to bring him to trial, Peter was sleeping 

between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries stood guard 

at the entrance. 
7
Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light 

shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him up. “Quick, 

get up!” he said, and the chains fell off Peter's wrists.  

 
8
Then the angel said to him, “Put on your clothes and sandals.” And 

Peter did so. “Wrap your cloak around you and follow me,” the angel 

told him. 
9
Peter followed him out of the prison, but he had no idea that 

what the angel was doing was really happening; he thought he was 

seeing a vision. 
10

They passed the first and second guards and came to 

the iron gate leading to the city. It opened for them by itself, and they 

went through it. When they had walked the length of one street, 

suddenly the angel left him.  

 
11

Then Peter came to himself and said, “Now I know without a doubt 

that the Lord sent his angel and rescued me from Herod's clutches and 

from everything the Jewish people were anticipating.”  

 
12

When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary the 

mother of John, also called Mark, where many people had gathered and 

were praying. 
13

Peter knocked at the outer entrance, and a servant girl 

named Rhoda came to answer the door. 
14

When she recognized Peter's 

voice, she was so overjoyed she ran back without opening it and 

exclaimed, “Peter is at the door!”  

 
15

“You're out of your mind,” they told her. When she kept insisting 

that it was so, they said, “It must be his angel.”  

 
16

But Peter kept on knocking, and when they opened the door and saw 

him, they were astonished. 
17

Peter motioned with his hand for them to 

be quiet and described how the Lord had brought him out of prison. 
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“Tell James and the brothers about this,” he said, and then he left for 

another place.  

 
18

In the morning, there was no small commotion among the soldiers as 

to what had become of Peter. 
19

After Herod had a thorough search 

made for him and did not find him, he cross-examined the guards and 

ordered that they be executed. 
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Study Questions: Angels 
Acts 12:1-19 

 

Introduction: 

Just as God created people, He also created other beings that we call 

angels. Angels are spiritual beings who serve as messengers of God. 

They were created for the purpose of praising the Lord God Almighty 

and doing His will. Angels are perfect beings who are eternal and have 

the freedom to choose to follow God. Unfortunately, one third of the 

angels decided to rebel against God and follow Satan (the Devil) 

instead. By doing this, they lost their place in heaven and were cast 

down to earth. These fallen angels are now known as demons. Instead 

of praising the Lord God Almighty like they did in heaven, they spend 

their energy tempting people to sin and give their allegiance to Satan 

(the Devil). Since these demons rebelled against the Lord, He has 

promised their destruction in the end. By this we see that they are still 

subject to the sovereign authority of the Lord God as they await their 

final judgment.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand that angelic beings are eternal spiritual 

messengers created by God.   

– To know that they have a place in our lives as ministering 

spirits.   

– To acknowledge the reality of the spiritual realm and the 

demonic forces that wage war against the soul. 

 

 Attitude  

– To have confidence in the power of God and His Word against 

the spiritual forces and principalities that fight against us.   

– To be encouraged that the angelic force of God is protecting 

us. 

 

 Actions  

– To be bold as children of God, knowing we serve the 

Sovereign Lord and Ruler of all. Be strong in the One who is 

in control of all things, not afraid of these beings that we 

cannot see. 

 

Memory Verses:  
Ephesians 6:10-13 “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty 

power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand 

against the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and 

blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers 
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of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

realms. Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of 

evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have 

done everything, to stand.” 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. What was physically happening at the time of Peter’s arrest? 

(Acts 12:1-4 Herod was arresting members of the church and 

was persecuting them. He had James put to death and then 

arrested Peter also. Herod was being persuaded by the Jews 

who also wanted to see harm done to the church.) 

 

2. How was Peter guarded by man’s strength after his arrest? 

(Acts 12:4, 6-10 He was in prison, guarded by a total of 16 

soldiers, four squads of four soldiers each. He was chained to 

two of them and two guarded the cell. There were two more 

sets of guards that he passed plus an iron gate.) 

 

3. What else was taking place at the time Herod wanted Peter to 

be put on public trial? (Acts 12:3-5 The Feast of Unleavened 

Bread and Passover were taking place. The Jews wanted to 

stop the early Church and the Church was earnestly praying 

for Peter.) 

 

4. How does a small group of praying people have any hope of 

releasing someone from a heavily guarded prison? (Acts 12:5, 

12 They were praying to God; the power of prayer.) 

 

5. What was spiritually happening during the time of Peter’s 

arrest? (Acts 12:7 The forces of evil, namely Herod, the Jews 

and the soldiers; were battling the forces of good, namely the 

praying church, the Lord and His angel.) 

 

6. Describe the angel and what the angel caused to happen. (Acts 

12:7-10 The angel of the Lord just appeared and a light shone 

in the cell. The angel caused the chains on Peter’s hands to fall 

off; he kept the guards from noticing as Peter followed him 

out; he opened the iron gate without touching it.) 

 

7. What was Peter thinking as he followed the angel out? (Acts 

12:9 He thought he was seeing a vision. He had no idea that 

what the angel was doing was really happening.) 

 

8. What happened after Peter and the angel had walked the 

length of one street? (Acts 12:10 The angel left Peter, he came 
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to himself and realized that the Lord had rescued him from 

Herod and from the Jews.) 

 

9. Who does Peter say was the One who sent the angel to rescue 

him? (Acts 12:11 He said it was the Lord who did this.) 

 

10. What was the response the next morning? (Acts 12:18-19 

There was a large commotion among the soldiers, trying to 

figure out what happened to Peter. Herod couldn’t find him; 

he ordered the guards to be executed.) 

 

 

Application Questions: 

1. What is the effect of a church that is earnestly praying to God 

for their fellow believers? (Acts 12:5, 12 When Christians are 

devoted to prayer, God responds according to His will on 

behalf of those who love Him.) 

 

2. What kind of physical things can hinder the work of Lord and 

the angelic messengers in our lives? (Acts 12:6-7 The Lord 

and His angelic messengers are spirits. They are not hindered 

by physical boundaries or obstructions.) 

 

3. How quickly is God able to send angels to help us in our time 

of need? (Acts 12:7 Angels are able to appear suddenly and 

unexpectedly, so they can come to the aid of believers at a 

moment’s notice.) 

 

4. What power do angels have over the physical realm? (Acts 

12:7-10 They can cause blindness and they can go right 

through blockades at will.) 

 

5. What battles do we face in the spiritual realms that have a 

physical dimension? (There are many things that imprison us 

and hold us captive: situations, people, physical obstacles.) 

 

6. What is often our response when God chooses work in our 

lives? (Acts 12:9 Our response is often surreal, concluding 

that the action could only have been accomplished and done 

by God alone and not by our own action or will.) 

 

7. Why does the Lord send angels to us? (Acts 12:11 To rescue 

us and to bring us His message.) 
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8. Why are believers astonished when they receive the very thing 

they pray for? (Acts 12:16 Believers doubt.) 

 

9. What is the response of unbelievers to the things angels do? 

(Acts 12:18-19 They cannot explain what happened.) 

 

Scripture on Angels: Genesis 19:13; Psalm 148:2-5; Matthew 1:20; 

Colossians 1:16, 2:18; Hebrews 1:3-14; Revelation 12:7-9; 

22:8-9 

 

Scripture on Demons: Matthew 25:41; Mark 9:20; Luke 10:17; 

Ephesians 6:12; Philippians 2:8-11; 1 Timothy 4:1; James 

2:19; 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 1:6 
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56. Satan  
Job 1:1-22 

 

Job 1 
1
 In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man 

was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. 
2
 He had 

seven sons and three daughters, 
3
 and he owned seven thousand sheep, 

three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred 

donkeys, and had a large number of servants. He was the greatest man 

among all the people of the East.  

 
4
 His sons used to take turns holding feasts in their homes, and they 

would invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. 
5
 When a 

period of feasting had run its course, Job would send and have them 

purified. Early in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for 

each of them, thinking, “Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed 

God in their hearts.” This was Job's regular custom.  

 
6
 One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, 

and Satan also came with them. 
7
 The LORD said to Satan, “Where 

have you come from?”  

      Satan answered the LORD, “From roaming through the earth and 

going back and forth in it.”  

 
8
 Then the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant 

Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a 

man who fears God and shuns evil.”  

 
9
 “Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied. 

10
 “Have you not put 

a hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You 

have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are 

spread throughout the land. 
11

 But stretch out your hand and strike 

everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face.”  

 
12

 The LORD said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he has is in 

your hands, but on the man himself do not lay a finger.”  

      Then Satan went out from the presence of the LORD.  

 
13

 One day when Job's sons and daughters were feasting and drinking 

wine at the oldest brother's house, 
14

 a messenger came to Job and said, 

“The oxen were plowing and the donkeys were grazing nearby, 
15

 and 

the Sabeans attacked and carried them off. They put the servants to the 

sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!”  

 
16

 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The 

fire of God fell from the sky and burned up the sheep and the servants, 

and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!”  
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17

 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “The 

Chaldeans formed three raiding parties and swept down on your camels 

and carried them off. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the 

only one who has escaped to tell you!”  

 
18

 While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and said, 

“Your sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest 

brother's house, 
19

 when suddenly a mighty wind swept in from the 

desert and struck the four corners of the house. It collapsed on them 

and they are dead, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!”  

 
20

 At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he 

fell to the ground in worship 
21

 and said:  

       “Naked I came from my mother's womb,  

       and naked I will depart.  

       The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away;  

       may the name of the LORD be praised.”  

 
22

 In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. 
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Study Questions: Satan 
Job 1:1-22 

 

Introduction: 

Satan has no greater pleasure than to accuse those who are seeking the 

Lord’s face. He is the great deceiver and the Father of lies. He is 

determined to deceive and destroy those who are following the Lord. 

Job is an example of a man who Satan tried to destroy. Job was a 

righteous man who loved God and obeyed His laws, but Satan accused 

Job of being righteous because of God’s protection and blessing. God 

gave Satan permission to take away everything that Job owned to see if 

he would forsake God. Job was a very wealthy man, but in a single day 

Satan destroyed everything Job owned and killed all of his children. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To recognize the devil’s schemes against us.   

– To understand Satan’s limitations and submission to God. 

 

 Attitude  

– To believe that Satan is a real spiritual being and a force for 

sin and temptation in the life of every believer. 

– To trust God’s protection from Satan and his lies.  

 

 Actions  

– To resist the devil in all of his works and all of his ways 

– To look to Jesus for the victory over Satan. 

 

Memory Verses:  
1 Peter 5:8-9 “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil 

prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist 

him, standing firm tin the faith, because you know that your brothers 

throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.” 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. Why is Job’s character described as so great? (Job 1:1, 5 His 

fear of God and resistance of evil was the beginning of what 

made him great. His sacrifices to God showed his true 

priority.) 

 

2. What made Job the greatest man among all the people of the 

East? (Job 1:2-3 Job had a large family and much livestock, 

but his faith and honor for God is what made him great.) 
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3. What does Job’s custom of offering sacrifices for his children 

show? (Job 1:4-5 The Lord took first place in his life. He 

knew that the sin of their hearts could separate them from 

God.) 

 

4. What does the dialog between the Lord and Satan show? (Job 

1:7-12 Satan must appear before the Lord. He must answer to 

the Lord. He can only go as far as he is given permission to 

go. His domain is the earth.) 

 

5. Why does the Lord ask Satan, “Have you considered my 

servant Job?”  (Job 1:8 God knows that Job is a man of faith 

and that his righteousness is one that comes from a respect or 

fear of God.) 

 

6. What is the difference between a righteousness that comes 

from blessing, wealth and protection versus one that comes 

from faith and fear of God? (Job 1:9-11 A righteousness that 

comes from blessing, wealth or protection is a self-centered 

righteousness that cares first about self. One that comes from 

faith and respect of God is centered on the Lord alone.) 

  

7. What does the challenge that Satan gave to God show? (Job 

1:11 It shows two views toward God. The first view is “if we 

do good things then we will be blessed by God.” The second is 

we only believe and trust in God when He gives us good 

things, blesses and protects us.) 

 

8. Why did God give everything over to Satan’s control? (Job 

1:12 The Lord gave everything of Job’s over to Satan to show 

that true righteousness is by faith alone and is not based on 

blessing or our actions.) 

 

9. What did Satan take away from Job? (Job 1:13-19 He took 

away Job’s oxen, donkeys, sheep, servants, camels, and 

children.) 

 

10. What was Job’s response to the massive loss that he suffered? 

(Job 1:20 Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. He 

then fell down to the ground in worship.) 

 

11. How could Job praise the Lord after losing everything that he 

had? (Job 1:21 He knew that he came into the world with 

nothing and will leave with nothing. Everything is the Lord’s 

and not ours to hoard or to own.) 
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12. What was Job’s attitude in his response? (Job 1:22 Job did not 

sin by charging God with wrongdoing.) 

 

 

Application Questions: 

1. If someone were to look at your life as a Christian, how would 

they describe you? Blameless? Upright? Fearing God? 

Shunning evil? (Job 1:1 Personal response.) 

 

2. As Christians, what should be our response toward sin? (Job 

1:4-5 Even at the hint of sin we should make amends and 

examine ourselves.) 

 

3. What do we learn about Satan by the fact that he is able to 

appear before God and leave His presence? (Job 1:6, 12 He is 

a spiritual being, capable of going up to heaven. He works in 

realms that we are not capable of seeing or imagining. See 

also Isaiah 14:12-15 and Ezekiel 28:12-17 for references to 

how he became who he is.) 

 

4. What do we learn about where Satan works? (Job 1:7 He is 

roaming the earth, going back and forth in it. See also John 

10:10, Ephesians 6:10-18 and 1 Peter 5:8-9.) 

 

5. What do we learn about Satan from his knowledge of Job 

when he spoke of him before God? (Job 1:9-10 Satan knows 

our status, both how we are doing physically and what kind of 

relationship we have with God.) 

 

6. What ways do people look to God as a source of blessing, 

wealth and protection today? (Job1:9-11 There are many 

health, wealth and prosperity teachings today. It is, in a sense, 

trying to control God much as Satan was.) 

 

7. As Christians, are we to fear Satan? Why or Why not? (Job 

1:9-10 No, we are to fear God. Satan must answer to God and 

can only do as much as He allows. The Lord can also protect 

us from Satan and bless us in many ways. See Revelation 

12:7-12 for Satan’s defeat.) 

 

8. What is Satan’s desire for the believer’s life? (Job 1:11 Satan 

accuses us before God and wants us to forsake God, curse 

Him and turn away from Him.) 
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9. How can we look to God, in faith, in the midst of incredible 

trials? (Satan does not have the final say in our lives. The Lord 

is still on the throne and He is still in control of our lives. We 

came into the world with nothing and we will leave with 

nothing, but from the beginning to the end, He is praised.) 

 

10. What kind of power do we recognize that Satan has? (Job 1:12 

Satan has only as much power as God allows him.) 

 

11. As Christians, what needs to be our reaction when Satan 

attacks us? (Job 1:21 We need to turn to God for our security 

and help. Whether the Lord gives or takes away, we need to 

praise the name of the Lord.) 

 

12. What is the important thing for a believer to remember about 

God and the possibility of Him doing wrong? (Job 1:22 God is 

not the one who causes the wrongdoing but merely the one 

who permits it for the sake of His greater will and purpose.) 
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57.   Not a Lover of Money  

Naaman’s Leprosy 

2 Kings 5:1-27 

 

2 Kings 5 
1
 Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He 

was a great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded, because 

through him the LORD had given victory to Aram. He was a valiant 

soldier, but he had leprosy.  

 
2
 Now bands from Aram had gone out and had taken captive a young 

girl from Israel, and she served Naaman's wife. 
3
 She said to her 

mistress, “If only my master would see the prophet who is in Samaria! 

He would cure him of his leprosy.”  

 
4
 Naaman went to his master and told him what the girl from Israel had 

said. 
5
 “By all means, go,” the king of Aram replied. “I will send a 

letter to the king of Israel.” So Naaman left, taking with him ten talents 

of silver, six thousand shekels of gold and ten sets of clothing. 
6
 The 

letter that he took to the king of Israel read: “With this letter I am 

sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may cure him of his 

leprosy.”  

 
7
 As soon as the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his robes and 

said, “Am I God? Can I kill and bring back to life? Why does this 

fellow send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy? See how he is 

trying to pick a quarrel with me!”  

 
8
 When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his 

robes, he sent him this message: “Why have you torn your robes? Have 

the man come to me and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel.” 
9
 So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door 

of Elisha's house. 
10

 Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, “Go, wash 

yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and 

you will be cleansed.”  

 
11

 But Naaman went away angry and said, “I thought that he would 

surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the LORD his 

God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. 
12

 Are not 

Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than any of the 

waters of Israel? Couldn't I wash in them and be cleansed?” So he 

turned and went off in a rage.  

 
13

 Naaman's servants went to him and said, “My father, if the prophet 

had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How 

much more, then, when he tells you, 'Wash and be cleansed'!” 
14

 So he 

went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of 

God had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that 

of a young boy.  
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15

 Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God. 

He stood before him and said, “Now I know that there is no God in all 

the world except in Israel. Please accept now a gift from your servant.”  

 
16

 The prophet answered, “As surely as the LORD lives, whom I serve, 

I will not accept a thing.” And even though Naaman urged him, he 

refused.  

 
17

 “If you will not,” said Naaman, “please let me, your servant, be 

given as much earth as a pair of mules can carry, for your servant will 

never again make burnt offerings and sacrifices to any other god but the 

LORD. 
18

 But may the LORD forgive your servant for this one thing: 

When my master enters the temple of Rimmon to bow down and he is 

leaning on my arm and I bow there also—when I bow down in the 

temple of Rimmon, may the LORD forgive your servant for this.”  

 
19

 “Go in peace,” Elisha said.  

      After Naaman had traveled some distance, 
20

 Gehazi, the servant of 

Elisha the man of God, said to himself, “My master was too easy on 

Naaman, this Aramean, by not accepting from him what he brought. As 

surely as the LORD lives, I will run after him and get something from 

him.”  

 
21

 So Gehazi hurried after Naaman. When Naaman saw him running 

toward him, he got down from the chariot to meet him. “Is everything 

all right?” he asked.  

 
22

 “Everything is all right,” Gehazi answered. “My master sent me to 

say, 'Two young men from the company of the prophets have just come 

to me from the hill country of Ephraim. Please give them a talent of 

silver and two sets of clothing.'”  

 
23

 “By all means, take two talents,” said Naaman. He urged Gehazi to 

accept them, and then tied up the two talents of silver in two bags, with 

two sets of clothing. He gave them to two of his servants, and they 

carried them ahead of Gehazi. 
24

 When Gehazi came to the hill, he took 

the things from the servants and put them away in the house. He sent 

the men away and they left. 
25

 Then he went in and stood before his 

master Elisha.  

      “Where have you been, Gehazi?” Elisha asked.  

      “Your servant didn't go anywhere,” Gehazi answered.  

 
26

 But Elisha said to him, “Was not my spirit with you when the man 

got down from his chariot to meet you? Is this the time to take money, 

or to accept clothes, olive groves, vineyards, flocks, herds, or 

menservants and maidservants? 
27

 Naaman's leprosy will cling to you 

and to your descendants forever.” Then Gehazi went from Elisha's 

presence and he was leprous, as white as snow. 
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Study Questions: Not a lover of Money 
2 Kings 5:1-27 

 

Introduction: 

Money in itself is not sinful and evil. It is simply a part of the material 

goods that God has created on this earth for us to oversee. However, the 

love of money and the focus on it can control our lives.  This allows it 

to become a “god” leading us down a broad path to all kinds of evil and 

perversion. In this story, we see God’s grace shown to Naaman through 

the free gift of healing. Elisha would not accept money for something 

that God had done; which is in contrast to the greed of Elisha’s servant. 

In faith, Namaan is healed, but in selfishness, the servant is cursed. The 

disease of sin carries a debt that could not be paid for, but the blood of 

Jesus paid its debt. He willingly gave his life in exchange for our sin. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand the destructive path of greed and selfish 

ambition.   

– To know that whenever we place anything before God, we 

rely on temporal earthly things rather than trust in the eternal 

all-powerful God. 

– To realize that all we have is merely that which the Lord has 

entrusted to us for a short time.  

 

 Attitude  

– To trust that God knows our needs and will meet them in His 

timing and in His way.   

– To be content with what the Lord gives us.   

 

 Actions  

– To be generous with what the Lord freely gives us. 

– To remove our focus from the things that we desire so that we 

desire the things of God. 

 

Memory Verses:  
Luke 16:13 “No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the 

one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the 

other. You cannot serve both God and Money.” 

1 Timothy 6:10 “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. 

Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and 

pierced themselves with many griefs.” 
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Questions about the Story: 
1. What do we know about Naaman? (2 Kings 5:1 Naaman was 

the commander of the army of the king of Aram.  He was a 

great man, highly regarded, serving as a valiant soldier and the 

Lord had been using him, but he had leprosy.) 

 

2. What does the servant girl have and what does she freely give? 

(2 Kings 5:3 The servant girl has faith in God and she shows 

that faith to Naaman by telling him about the prophet in 

Samaria. As a captive of war she could have had a bitter spirit 

and even wanted evil for Naaman.) 

 

3. How did Naaman expect to get healed? (2 Kings 5:5-6 He 

expected to pay a lot of money, to bring a letter of reference 

and to go to the one in authority for his healing.) 

 

4. What result did Naaman receive from his efforts to be healed? 

(2 Kings 5:7, 9, 16 The king of Israel knew that he could not 

heal leprosy, the letter of recommendation caused confusion 

with the King and Elisha would not accept any money.) 

 

5. What does Elisha recognize as the purpose of this leprosy?    

(2 Kings 5:8 Elisha realizes that this issue is for the glory of 

God, so Naaman would recognize that there is a prophet of 

God in Israel.) 

 

6. What is the contrast between Naaman’s approach to Elisha 

and Elisha’s response to Naaman?     (2 Kings 5:9-10 Naaman 

came in a manner of greatness expecting respect. Elisha did 

not greet him personally but sent a messenger with 

instructions. The Lord does not recognize greatness based on 

title or position.) 

 

7. Why was Naaman angry in response to Elisha’s instruction to 

wash in the Jordan River? (2 Kings 5:10-12 Naaman was 

angry because Elisha didn’t come out and do anything, the 

instruction seemed simple and insignificant and it was a 

different answer than he expected.) 

 

8. What does Naaman’s obedience show? (2 Kings 5:13-14 It 

shows that God was working in his heart. He humbled 

himself, he had to trust in God alone and it revealed his faith.) 

 

9. What was Naaman’s response after his healing? (2 Kings 5:15 

Naaman realized that God had done the miracle. He humbly 
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went back to Elisha to thank him, urged him to accept a gift 

and vowed to never offer a sacrifice to any other god but the 

Lord.) 

 

10. Why didn’t Elisha accept a gift? (2 Kings 5:16 Elisha refused 

the gift because it was the Lord who lived and the Lord who 

healed Naaman. Elisha was just the Lord’s servant.) 

 

11. What did Elisha give Naaman as a gift? (2 Kings 5:17-19 

Elisha sent Naaman home with two mules of dirt and the 

blessing of peace.) 

 

12. What were the thoughts of Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, after 

seeing the miracle that took place and the refusal of Naaman’s 

gift by his master? (2 Kings 5:20 Gehazi said to himself that 

his master was too easy on Naaman by not accepting what was 

brought. His thoughts reveal his disrespect toward Elisha, his 

selfishness and greed, which led to lies and then to leprosy.) 

 

13. How does Elisha’s vow to not receive something compare to 

Gehazi’s vow to get something? (2 Kings 5:16, 19 Gehazi 

vowed by the LORD God Almighty that he would run after 

Naaman to receive something, which is the same type of vow 

that Elisha had made regarding not accepting a gift from 

Naaman.) 

 

14. What can be seen about Gehazi from his pursuit of the money? 

(2 Kings 5:21-25 He was thinking of himself first. He was 

willing to sacrifice truth for money. He thought he could hide 

from Elisha and ultimately God and he thought that these 

things would bless him. He missed the fact that the Lord is the 

blessing.) 

 

15. What was the result of Gehazi’s sin of greed and of lying?     

(2 Kings 5:26-27 Elisha foretold that he and his descendants 

would inherit the leprosy that had clung to Naaman. As a 

result of this, Gehazi was also forced from the presence of 

Elisha, from the house of the “Man of God.” James 5:1-6) 

 

Application Questions: 

1. How do we like Naaman depend upon our status, who we 

know or what we have? (2 Kings 5:1) 

  

2. How can we share our faith with others - in the midst of our 

slavery or lowly position? (2 Kings 5:3 Like the servant girl, 
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we can confidently tell people about the Lord God Almighty 

and His ability to do anything. Regardless of our position, we 

can be the messenger of God’s glory.) 

 

3. How should we respond when we are faced with problems and 

dilemmas in this life? (2 Kings 5:3 As Christians, we should 

be continually renewing our gaze upon the Lord God 

Almighty and realize that He alone can save us in our times of 

need.) 

 

4. When do we, like Namaan, look to our own resources, 

relationships or influence to change our situation before we 

look to the Lord? (2 Kings 5:5-6 We are trusting in ourselves 

first instead of the Lord when we think of prayer as a last 

resort; when we trust in people more than the Lord; or when 

we think of ourselves more than the Lord.) 

 

5. In what ways do we, like the king of Israel, despair or tear our 

robes concerning the problems we face? (2 Kings 5:7 We take 

on other people’s responsibilities and worry about things that 

are not ours to fix.) 

 

6. What situations do we face that are intended for the glory of 

God? (2 Kings 5:8 All of the situations of our lives are 

opportunities to look to God and to see His answer.) 

 

7. How should we as Christians be reacting when unbelievers are 

coming to us for help and assistance? (2 Kings 5:9-10 We 

should help them and point them to the Lord, rather than to 

ourselves or for our own gain. They need to see the power of 

God rather than the power of man.) 

 

8. What do we learn about how the Lord operates when we look 

at how Naaman was healed? (2 Kings 5:10-14 We see that the 

Lord saves in simple ways. There isn’t any grand work that we 

have to do in and of ourselves, but to simply be washed and 

cleansed. The same is true for us Christians with baptism and 

repentance.) 

 

9. What do we learn about the love and patience of God when we 

look at the healing of Naaman? (2 Kings 5:10-14 We see the 

love of God for all people, for those not associated with God’s 

people, and their enemies. We also see God’s patience with 

Naaman’s anger and initial response to leave.) 
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10. What do we learn from Elisha’s response to Naaman’s offer of 

gifts and treasures? (2 Kings 5:15-16 Our focus must be on 

pointing people to the glory and majesty of God and opening 

their eyes to the true God rather than on ourselves.) 

  

11. What does it mean to be a lover of money? (See also 

Ecclesiastes 5:10, Matthew 6:19-34 and Acts 5:1-11.) 

 

12. What are some of the ways we are tempted to respond when 

we are faced with the temptation of material wealth and 

possessions? (See James 5:1-6) 

 

13. How can we be guarding ourselves against the temptation of 

greed and selfishness in your own lives? (See Hebrews 13:5) 

 

14. What can we learn from Gehazi’s response and attitude toward 

his master Elisha?  (2 Kings 5:20 We must show respect and 

honor to those in authority rather than being rebellious.) 

 

15. How does sin multiply in our lives like it did in Gehazi’s?     

(2 Kings 5:19-25 We also can disrespect our leaders, look to 

our own interests, try to cover up our true motives to the point 

that we are leaving God.) 

 

16. What happens to us when we allow sin to be the master in our 

lives? (2 Kings 5:26-27 We see that there will always be a 

consequence and that the effect of sin is destruction. For 

Gehazi, this was the destruction of leprosy and the separation 

from the presence of Elisha. For us as Christians, we see that 

likewise our sins have earthly consequences.  Sin’s destruction 

is death and separation from God’s presence for all of 

eternity.) 

 

17. Why don’t we need to worry about wealth and finances? (We 

don’t need to worry about financial gain because the Lord 

knows our needs and is able to supply it if we look to Him. 

See also Philippians 4:10-19 and 1 Timothy 6:3-10.) 

 

18. How can we see Jesus in this story? (Jesus is the one that takes 

away our disease of sin. He is the one that healed the lepers 

and He heals us through the cross. The washing in the Jordan 

is like Peter’s message in Acts 2:38, “Repent and be baptized, 

every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins.”)  



 94 

58.   Hold to the Truth  
Ananias and Sapphira 

Acts 4:32 – 5:10 
 

Acts 4 
32

All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any 

of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had. 
33

With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection 

of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. 
34

There were no 

needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned 

lands or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 
35

and put 

it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to anyone as he had need.  

36
Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas 

(which means Son of Encouragement), 
37

sold a field he owned and 

brought the money and put it at the apostles' feet.  

Acts 5 
1
Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold 

a piece of property.  

2
With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for 

himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet.  

3
Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart 

that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of 

the money you received for the land? 
4
Didn't it belong to you before it 

was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? 

What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men 

but to God.”  

5
When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized 

all who heard what had happened.  

6
Then the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried 

him out and buried him.  

7
About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had 

happened. 
8
Peter asked her, “Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias 

got for the land?” “Yes,” she said, “that is the price.” 
9
Peter said to her, 

“How could you agree to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet of 

the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry 

you out also.” 
10

At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then 

the young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and 

buried her beside her husband.  
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Study Questions: Hold to the Truth 
Acts 4:32 – 5:10 

 

Introduction: 

As Christians, it is essential for us to hold to the truth because it is the 

character of God and the description of His Word.  Jesus said to His 

disciples, - “I am the truth” (John 14:6) and prays to the Father - “Your 

Word is truth” (John 17:17). Jesus also describes Satan as the “Father 

of Lies” (John 8:44) and those that lie as Satan’s children. When our 

lifestyle is consumed by lies, we unite with the character of this world, 

our flesh, and the devil. Holding to the truth is essentially holding on to 

Jesus and His Word.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To know that God’s nature, character and Word is true.  

– To realize that when we lie, mislead or misrepresent, it is sin 

because it is contrary to the character of God.  

– To recognize that when we do not hold to truth in our life, 

everything crumbles because there is no solid foundation.  

 

 Attitude  

– To humbly trust in the absolute truth of God’s Word even if 

we don’t fully understand it.  

– To repent of the lies that we believe in and live with.  

 

Actions  

– To watch our words carefully 

– To speak truth in what we say and what we do.   

– To expose lies in our lives, in others and in the culture we live.  

 

Memory Verses:  
John 17:17 “Sanctify them by your truth; your word is truth.” 

Ephesians 6:13-14 “Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that 

when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and 

after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt 

of truth buckled around your waist.” 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. How did the believers of the early church show a sense of 

community in their fellowship (Acts 4:32 They were of one 

heart and mind. No one claimed his possessions as his own but 

they shared all that they had.) 
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2. What difference did truth make to that fellowship of believers? 

(Acts 4:32-36 It enhanced the unity of the group, the needs of 

the group were met, they were encouraged and there was great 

power working among them.) 

 

3. What is significant about the sharing among the early 

believers? (Acts 4:32-35 Everyone shared what they had and 

the gifts were sacrificial.) 

 

4. What is the difference between Joseph (Barnabas) sharing 

verses Ananias and Sapphira? (Acts 4:36-5:2 Barnabas gave 

from his heart and it was an encouragement. Ananias and 

Sapphira held back some of their money for themselves. They 

lied about the price that they received for the land. Their 

hidden agenda was destructive to the group.) 

 

5. Who’s land did Ananias and Sapphira sell? (Acts 5:1 

Although they were the property owners, they were really only 

the caretakers of land that God had created and given to the 

Israelites.) 

 

6. Why is Ananias and Sapphira’s “small lie” such a big deal? 

(Acts 5:3 It showed the true condition of their hearts. It was a 

picture of Satan’s work in their lives. They were not only 

lying to men but to God.) 

 

7. What does a heart that has been filled with Satan look like? 

(Acts 5:3 It is self-centered, proud, wanting recognition, 

greedy and not trusting in God.) 

 

8. How did Ananias lie to the Holy Spirit? (Acts 5:3-4 He lied to 

God since the Lord sees everything and knows everything. 

The Lord knew that they were pretending to be kind, generous 

and care about others.) 

 

9. What was the result when Peter revealed the truth about 

Ananias and Sapphira’s lie? (Acts 5:5, 10 When Ananias and 

Sapphira heard the truth, they fell down and died. Their 

physical death is a real picture of the death that comes from 

sin. It is easy to think that sin is small and has little real 

consequence, but it is sin that separates us from God.) 

 

10. What is significant about the fear that seized people?  

(Acts 5:5 They were reminded of the seriousness of sin.)  
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11. What is significant about Sapphira’s testing of the Spirit of the 

Lord? (Acts 5:9-10 She did not die for her husband’s sins but 

admitted her own participation in the plot.) 

 

Application Questions: 

1. What is our response when we see the needs of those around 

us in the body of Christ? (Acts 4:32-35) 

  

2. Do we sacrificially give what we have to help people in need? 

(Acts 4:32-35 Sometimes we do give generously like the early 

church, but it is easy to have other motives as well.) 

 

3. Who owns what you possess? (Acts 4:32 None of the 

possessions that we have are in fact ours. We do not have 

anything that has not been entrusted to us by God. See also  

1 Corinthians 4:7) 

 

4. When we look at our possessions as our own, what are we also 

doing? (Acts 5:2 We are making an idol and putting it before 

God, we are trusting in ourselves rather than Jesus and we are 

denying someone else a gift that the Lord intended to give 

through us. See also Matthew 6:24.) 

  

5. In what ways do we, like Ananias, give half-heartedly of 

ourselves toward those in need or the fellowship of the body? 

(Acts 5:2 We can give to receive personal recognition, we can 

give what is easy and we can give with mixed motives.) 

 

6. Why is it hard to want to tell the truth? (It points out our sin, 

and our guilt. We may see the possibility of a short-term 

benefit to our lives; popularity, temporary gain, etc.; but we 

miss the fact that every lie will be revealed when we stand 

before God. See James 3:5-6.)  

 

7. When we lie, whose character are we associating with? (Acts 

5:3 When we lie, we are associating with the character of 

Satan, who is the “Father of Lies.” Genesis 3:4, Matthew 4:1, 

John 8:42-47) 

 

8. Why is lying such a serious thing in the eyes of God? (Acts 

5:3-9 Lying is a very serious thing in the eyes of God because 

it is contrary to His nature and it is opposing Him.) 

 

9. Is there always a consequence for sin? (Acts 5:5-9 There is 

always a consequence for sin. At times there is a present 
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consequence, however, for all who are without Christ, there is 

an eternal consequence of separation from God.) 

 

10. What is our defense against Satan’s lies? (Acts 4:33 The truth 

of God’s Word, the resurrection of Jesus and the grace of God 

which “was upon them all.” John 14:6 says that Jesus is the 

way, the truth, and the life. He also prays for us in John 17:17. 

Ephesians 6:14 tells us to put on the belt of truth.) 
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59.  Slow to Anger   
Nabal and Abigail 

1 Samuel 25:2-39 

 

1 Samuel 25 
2
 A certain man in Maon, who had property there at Carmel, was very 

wealthy. He had a thousand goats and three thousand sheep, which he 

was shearing in Carmel. 
3
 His name was Nabal and his wife's name was 

Abigail. She was an intelligent and beautiful woman, but her husband, 

a Calebite, was surly and mean in his dealings.  

 
4
 While David was in the desert, he heard that Nabal was shearing 

sheep. 
5
 So he sent ten young men and said to them, “Go up to Nabal at 

Carmel and greet him in my name. 
6
 Say to him: ‘Long life to you! 

Good health to you and your household! And good health to all that is 

yours!”  

 
7
 “‘Now I hear that it is sheep-shearing time. When your shepherds 

were with us, we did not mistreat them, and the whole time they were 

at Carmel nothing of theirs was missing. 
8
 Ask your own servants and 

they will tell you. Therefore be favorable toward my young men, since 

we come at a festive time. Please give your servants and your son 

David whatever you can find for them.’”  

 
9
 When David's men arrived, they gave Nabal this message in David's 

name. Then they waited.  

 
10

 Nabal answered David's servants, “Who is this David? Who is this 

son of Jesse? Many servants are breaking away from their masters these 

days. 
11

 Why should I take my bread and water, and the meat I have 

slaughtered for my shearers, and give it to men coming from who 

knows where?”  

 
12

 David's men turned around and went back. When they arrived, they 

reported every word. 
13

 David said to his men, “Put on your swords!” 

So they put on their swords, and David put on his. About four hundred 

men went up with David, while two hundred stayed with the supplies.  

 
14

 One of the servants told Nabal's wife Abigail: “David sent 

messengers from the desert to give our master his greetings, but he 

hurled insults at them. 
15

 Yet these men were very good to us. They did 

not mistreat us, and the whole time we were out in the fields near them 

nothing was missing. 
16

 Night and day they were a wall around us all 

the time we were herding our sheep near them. 
17

 Now think it over and 

see what you can do, because disaster is hanging over our master and 

his whole household. He is such a wicked man that no one can talk to 

him.”  
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18

 Abigail lost no time. She took two hundred loaves of bread, two 

skins of wine, five dressed sheep, five seahs of roasted grain, a hundred 

cakes of raisins and two hundred cakes of pressed figs, and loaded them 

on donkeys. 
19

 Then she told her servants, “Go on ahead; I'll follow 

you.” But she did not tell her husband Nabal.  

 
20

 As she came riding her donkey into a mountain ravine, there were 

David and his men descending toward her, and she met them. 
21

 David 

had just said, “It's been useless—all my watching over this fellow's 

property in the desert so that nothing of his was missing. He has paid 

me back evil for good. 
22

 May God deal with David, be it ever so 

severely, if by morning I leave alive one male of all who belong to 

him!”  

 
23

 When Abigail saw David, she quickly got off her donkey and bowed 

down before David with her face to the ground. 
24

 She fell at his feet 

and said: “My lord, let the blame be on me alone. Please let your 

servant speak to you; hear what your servant has to say. 
25

 May my lord 

pay no attention to that wicked man Nabal. He is just like his name—

his name is Fool, and folly goes with him. But as for me, your servant, 

I did not see the men my master sent.  

 
26

 “Now since the LORD has kept you, my master, from bloodshed and 

from avenging yourself with your own hands, as surely as the LORD 

lives and as you live, may your enemies and all who intend to harm my 

master be like Nabal. 
27

 And let this gift, which your servant has 

brought to my master, be given to the men who follow you. 
28

 Please 

forgive your servant's offense, for the LORD will certainly make a 

lasting dynasty for my master, because he fights the LORD's battles. 

Let no wrongdoing be found in you as long as you live. 
29

 Even though 

someone is pursuing you to take your life, the life of my master will be 

bound securely in the bundle of the living by the LORD your God. But 

the lives of your enemies he will hurl away as from the pocket of a 

sling. 
30

 When the LORD has done for my master every good thing he 

promised concerning him and has appointed him leader over Israel, 
31

 

my master will not have on his conscience the staggering burden of 

needless bloodshed or of having avenged himself. And when the LORD 

has brought my master success, remember your servant.”  

 
32

 David said to Abigail, “Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel, 

who has sent you today to meet me. 
33

 May you be blessed for your 

good judgment and for keeping me from bloodshed this day and from 

avenging myself with my own hands. 
34

 Otherwise, as surely as the 

LORD, the God of Israel, lives, who has kept me from harming you, if 

you had not come quickly to meet me, not one male belonging to Nabal 

would have been left alive by daybreak.” 
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35

 Then David accepted from her hand what she had brought him and 

said, “Go home in peace. I have heard your words and granted your 

request.”  

 
36

 When Abigail went to Nabal, he was in the house holding a banquet 

like that of a king. He was in high spirits and very drunk. So she told 

him nothing until daybreak. 
37

 Then in the morning, when Nabal was 

sober, his wife told him all these things, and his heart failed him and he 

became like a stone. 
38

 About ten days later, the LORD struck Nabal 

and he died.  

 
39

 When David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, “Praise be to the 

LORD, who has upheld my cause against Nabal for treating me with 

contempt. He has kept his servant from doing wrong and has brought 

Nabal's wrongdoing down on his own head.”  

      Then David sent word to Abigail, asking her to become his wife. 
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Study Questions: Slow to Anger 
 1 Samuel 25:2-39 

 

Introduction: 

Anger is an emotion that can quickly control and capture the actions of 

anyone, as well as attempt to lead him in negative ways. In anger we 

can respond irrationally and sinfully, without God’s love and peace in 

our lives. Anger in itself it not sinful. It is possible to have righteous 

anger (John 2:12-17). However, we are often not able to discern this for 

ourselves unless we spend time going first to the Lord and His Word. 

We should not be quick to anger, but rather respond slowly and gently 

so that love can radiate from our lives.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand how destructive anger is for us and for those 

around us. 

– To submit to the Lord and give our expectations to Him.   

– To realize the effectiveness of a calm and humble approach to 

an intense situation. 

 

 Attitude  

– To be humble and respectful to those around us, even if we do 

not agree with them or they are provocative and arrogant. 

 

 Actions  

– To live calm and quiet lives in the world around us, while 

holding strong and firm to our convictions. 

– To live in fear and respect of God, knowing that we must 

answer to him for our actions. 

 

Memory Verses:  
Psalm 4:4 “In your anger do not sin; when you are on your beds, search 

your hearts and be silent.” 

James 1:19-20 “My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be 

quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, for man’s 

anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires.” 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. What was Nabal known for? (1 Samuel 25:3, 14, 17, 25 Nabal 

was known as surly, mean, insulting, wicked and a fool.) 

  

2. How was Abigail described? (1 Samuel 25:3, 18, 23 She was 

beautiful, intelligent, quick minded, humble and discerning.) 
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3. What is significant about how David dealt with Nabal?  

(1 Samuel 25:6-8 David and his men showed him good respect 

when the men were in the fields. David greeted Nabal with 

honor and blessing and he asked for whatever Nabal would 

voluntarily give them.) 

  

4. How does Nabal’s response cause David to respond in anger? 

(1 Samuel 25:10-11, 14 Nabal’s response of arrogance, pride 

and insults caused David to feel cheated, disrespected and 

dishonored.) 

  

5. Did David respond out of his own anger or as a judgment from 

God? (1 Samuel 25:22, 26-32 Although David responded with 

the thought of God on his mind, it was the Lord who protected 

him from needless bloodshed from a rash response. See also 

Romans 12:17-21) 

 

6. How does Abigail’s actions affect the situation? (1 Samuel 

25:18-19, 23 Her kind, generous, loving and humble response 

literally stopped David and his men in their tracks. Her 

response turned away David’s wrath and made up for Nabal’s 

wickedness.) 

 

7. How does Abigail’s speech change David’s response?  

(1 Samuel 25:24-30 She first accepts the blame personally 

then apologies for Nabal, and points out that the Lord is in 

charge. She honors David as master, recognizes his good work 

and honors his name. She appeals to David’s future destiny, 

his conscience and the insignificance of this one moment.) 

 

8. How does David respond to Abigail?(1 Samuel 25:32-36 He 

praises the Lord and recognizes that Abigail was sent by God 

to keep him from avenging himself. He listened to her, 

accepted her gift and sent her home in peace.) 

 

9. What does Abigail’s response to Nabal show? (1 Samuel 

25:36-37 She continued to show Nabal respect by telling him 

the events of the previous day. She continued to trust the Lord 

to be her judge and her defender.) 

 

10. Why did David praise the Lord when he heard about Nabal’s 

death? (1 Samuel 25:39 David saw the LORD as the One who 

had upheld his cause, as Nabal had been treating him with 

contempt. God had kept Nabal’s wrongdoing on his own 

head.) 
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Application Questions: 

1. How would we be described by those around us? (1 Samuel 

25:2-3 People know us by our character. It goes before us and 

is a witness of who we are on the inside.) 

 

2. What does our response to others say about us? (1 Samuel 

25:4-11 How we respond to people outwardly is a picture of 

what is in our hearts on the inside. In this text we can see a 

wide range of responses and emotions. It is the Lord working 

on the inside of Abigail and David that shines in the end. 

Ecclesiastes 7:9) 

 

3. How are we like Nabal to in our responses to people?  

(1 Samuel 25:10-11 We can be greedy, self-centered and 

unconcerned about others. See Ecclesiastes 7:9) 

 

4. How can we easily respond in anger like David? (1 Samuel 

25:13 We can try to take revenge when we have been 

wronged. We can feel justified in our actions and even use 

God as the reason for our “righteous anger.” James 1:19-20; 

Ephesians 4:26, 31) 

  

5. What would our life look like if we were responding like 

Abigail? (1 Samuel 25:18-31 We would be considering 

carefully what was going on around us and taking action to 

intervene. We would be generous and humble, accepting the 

blame for problems rather than pointing to others. We would 

be showing respect and honor when we interact with others.) 

  

6. When we respond in anger, who does it end up affecting?              

(1 Samuel 25:17 The disaster of our sin, especially anger, ends 

up affecting not only us, but also all of those around us.) 

 

7. What is the source of Nabal and David’s anger? (1 Samuel 

25:10-13 Both of them had expectations of the other. David 

expected to receive some gifts of food for the protection that 

he offered Nabal’s men. Nabal expected that everything he 

owned was his alone. He had no reason to share his things.) 

 

8. What kind of life does God want us to have in order to better 

represent Christ? (1 Samuel 25:17-18 God does not want us to 

be filled with anger, rather that we would be slow to anger, 

filled with love and peace that surpasses understanding so that 

when people look at our lives they would see a reflection of 
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His Son. See James 1:19-21 and Exodus 34:6) 

 

9. How should we respond when we see those around us rising 

up in anger? (1 Samuel 25:17-18 Like Abigail, we should lose 

no time in responding in love and peace, and making amends 

even if we are not directly responsible for the negative actions 

that started the anger to arise. See Romans 12:17-20 and 

Ephesians 4:26, 31) 

 

10. What are some of the characteristics of a peacemaker?                    

(1 Samuel 25:18-28 Peacemakers are wise and humble, 

mediators, gift givers, and encouragers.) 

 

11. What are some of the ways in which we can act as the 

peacemaker among those around us? (1 Samuel 25:18-31 We 

can walk in the spirit of God. Galatians 5:16-26) 

 

12. How did Jesus act when He was treated badly in response to 

the good He gave? (Jesus continued to love those around Him 

and did not open His mouth or show anger. He allowed God to 

be the final judge.) 

 

13. What do we learn about the justice of God in regard to sin 

from this passage? (1 Samuel 25:38 The Lord will always 

have the final word on how we live our lives. The only thing 

that can save us on that judgment day is Jesus. Jesus is the 

one, like Abigail, who took the blame for our foolishness. He 

is the one that stops us from the guilt of our own bloodshed 

and He is the one who made peace with God on our behalf.) 
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60. Manager of Your Home 

Mary, Joseph and Jesus - Luke 2:39-52 

Eli and His Sons - 1 Samuel 2:12-26 

 

Luke 2 
39

When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of 

the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. 
40

And 

the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the 

grace of God was upon him.  

 
 
41

Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the 

Passover. 
42

When he was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, 

according to the custom. 
43

After the Feast was over, while his parents 

were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but 

they were unaware of it. 
44

Thinking he was in their company, they 

traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their 

relatives and friends. 
45

When they did not find him, they went back to 

Jerusalem to look for him. 
46

After three days they found him in the 

temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking 

them questions. 
47

Everyone who heard him was amazed at his 

understanding and his answers. 
48

When his parents saw him, they were 

astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like 

this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.”  

 
49

“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn't you know I had 

to be in my Father's house?” 
50

But they did not understand what he was 

saying to them.  

 
51

Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. 

But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. 
52

And Jesus grew 

in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men. 

1 Samuel 2 
12

 Eli's sons were wicked men; they had no regard for the LORD. 
13

 

Now it was the practice of the priests with the people that whenever 

anyone offered a sacrifice and while the meat was being boiled, the 

servant of the priest would come with a three-pronged fork in his hand. 
14

 He would plunge it into the pan or kettle or caldron or pot, and the 

priest would take for himself whatever the fork brought up. This is how 

they treated all the Israelites who came to Shiloh. 
15

 But even before the 

fat was burned, the servant of the priest would come and say to the man 

who was sacrificing, “Give the priest some meat to roast; he won't 

accept boiled meat from you, but only raw.”  
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16

 If the man said to him, “Let the fat be burned up first, and then take 

whatever you want,” the servant would then answer, “No, hand it over 

now; if you don't, I'll take it by force.”  

 
17

 This sin of the young men was very great in the LORD's sight, for 

they were treating the LORD's offering with contempt.  

 
18

 But Samuel was ministering before the LORD -a boy wearing a 

linen ephod. 
19

 Each year his mother made him a little robe and took it 

to him when she went up with her husband to offer the annual sacrifice. 
20

 Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, saying, “May the LORD give 

you children by this woman to take the place of the one she prayed for 

and gave to the LORD.” Then they would go home. 
21

 And the LORD 

was gracious to Hannah; she conceived and gave birth to three sons and 

two daughters. Meanwhile, the boy Samuel grew up in the presence of 

the LORD.  

 
22

 Now Eli, who was very old, heard about everything his sons were 

doing to all Israel and how they slept with the women who served at the 

entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 
23

 So he said to them, “Why do you do 

such things? I hear from all the people about these wicked deeds of 

yours. 
24

 No, my sons; it is not a good report that I hear spreading 

among the LORD's people. 
25

 If a man sins against another man, God 

may mediate for him; but if a man sins against the LORD, who will 

intercede for him?” His sons, however, did not listen to their father's 

rebuke, for it was the LORD's will to put them to death.  

26
 And the boy Samuel continued to grow in stature and in favor with 

the LORD and with men.  
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Study Questions: Manager of your Home 
Luke 2:39-52 & 1 Samuel 2:12-26 

 
Introduction: 

In managing one’s household, there is little that a parent can do to 

control the heart of the others who are in the family (spouse and 

children). However, when God’s Word is honored in the home, the 

Lord changes us from the inside out. When God’s Word is taught in the 

home, worship is a part of family life and the fruit of the Spirit of God 

is living in our lives; it will make an enormous difference in the home. 

To manage a home well means to keep the Word of God in the center 

and the Lord as the leader of the family. Without the Lord God as the 

master of the house, it will become either a dictatorship run by fear of 

the leader or an anarchy where everyone does what is right in his or her 

own eyes. The Word of God is the instruction manual for managing 

one’s house and Jesus is the head of that house. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand the importance of raising your family according 

to the Word of God and training them in that Word. 

– To recognize that God alone is the head or manager of the 

house and that He is the one who can change lives. 

 

 Attitude  

– To trust in the Lord with all of your heart and lean not on your 

own understanding.  

 

 Actions  

– To keep love and discipline balanced in the home.  

– To first seek the Lord personally then guide and direct your 

family to be centered in the Lord. 

 

Memory Verse:  
Psalm 127:1 “Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in 

vain. Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchmen stand 

guard in vain.” 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. Why does it say that Joseph and Mary did everything required 

by the Law? (Luke 2:39 It shows that the Lord was working in 

their hearts. They followed the Law because it was a 

requirement but also because God had put that desire in their 

hearts. In Luke 1:38 Mary says, “I am the servant of the Lord.) 
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2. What is significant about the reference to “Joseph and Mary” 

as parents? (Luke 2:39-48 Joseph and Mary were working 

together to raise Jesus. Repeatedly it describes them together.) 

 

3. How does the text describe Jesus and what made him unique? 

(Luke 2:40 He grew and became strong, He was filled with 

wisdom, and the grace of God was upon Him. Wisdom from 

the Lord and God’s grace made all of the difference.) 

 

4. Why is it important that Mary and Joseph went to the Passover 

every year in Jerusalem? (Luke 2:41-42 The worship of the 

Lord was a priority in their lives for their family. Jerusalem 

was a long journey by foot, from Nazareth, but to celebrate 

Passover was to remember what the Lord had done to bring 

His people out of slavery and to save them from death.) 

 

5. What is significant about Jesus staying behind in Jerusalem in 

the temple? (Luke 2:43-49 He desired to be there, He knew 

that it was His Father’s house and He listened to and learned 

from the teachers.) 

 

6. Why were people amazed at His understanding and His 

answers? (Luke 2:47 It was the wisdom and the grace of God 

that shown out from His life.) 

 

7. What is significant about Jesus’ going with Mary and Joseph 

back to Nazareth? (Luke 2:51 He obeyed and submitted to 

their leadership as parents. He continued to grow in wisdom, 

stature and in favor with God and men.) 

 

8. How are Eli’s sons described? (1 Samuel 2:12 Eli’s sons were 

described as wicked men with no regard for the LORD. Even 

though Eli was a priest of the Lord, his sons treated the Lord’s 

offering with contempt and they were sleeping with the 

women who served the Lord.) 

 

9. What does their treatment of the offerings to the Lord show? 

(1 Samuel 2:13-17 They were not treating it as an offering to 

God, but as something they were entitled to. It shows that their 

hearts were hard and unbelieving. They did not care about 

God, nor His honor.) 

 

10. What does their treatment of the women in the service at the 

house of God show? (1 Samuel 2:22 Their sin and disregard 
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for the Lord was also corrupting others.) 

 

11. Why were Eli the priest’s sons acting so badly? What was 

missing? (1 Samuel 2:22-25 Although Eli rebuked them they 

needed discipline. They should have been removed from their 

role and punished for their sin long before Eli heard about it 

from the people. The work of the Lord was missing in their 

lives.) 

 

12. What stands out from the response of the sons toward their 

father’s rebuke? (1 Samuel 2:25 They did not listen to him and 

the Lord had kept them from listening for it was His will to 

put them to death.) 

 

13. Why is there such a strong contrast between the boy Samuel 

and Eli’s sons? (1 Samuel 2:18-21, 26 Samuel was ministering 

before, listening to and growing up in the presence of the 

Lord. It was the Lord in His life that made all of the 

difference.) 

 

14. What do you notice about the last statement that describes 

both Samuel and Jesus? (1 Samuel 2:26, Luke 1:52 Both 

Samuel and Jesus were growing in the Lord. It is that alone 

that describes the difference that the Lord makes inside.) 

  

 

Application Questions: 

1. What would our home look like if it were managed well? 

(Luke 2:39-40 Like Mary and Joseph, we would desire to 

follow the Word of the Lord, it would be our custom to go to 

the house of the Lord to worship and it would be a home 

filled with the grace of God. Ephesians 6:1-4) 

 

2. Why is it important to manage the home well?  

(1 Timothy 3:4-5) 

 

3. How do we work together with our spouses to manage our 

homes? (Luke 2:39, 48 We must support one another, pray 

together and be united as a family. See Colossians 3:17-21) 

 

4. What is our role as parents in raising a family or managing it 

well? (Luke 1:39-42 Our role begins as we spend time in the 

Word of God, in worship and in fervent prayer for our 

children. It continues as we love and discipline them well. 

Discipline without love leads to rebellion. Love without 
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discipline leads children to do whatever they want. 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9) 

 

5. What is the Lord’s role in how our children grow up?  

(Luke 2:40 It is the grace of God, a gift, when either we, or 

our children follow Him. It is evidence of God’s work in a 

person’s heart when they desire the Lord or grow in Him, but 

it is our own evil nature that rebel’s against God or shows 

Him contempt. See Psalm 127:1) 

 

6. With the knowledge that God must be the one to work in our 

lives to nurture us by His grace, how should that affect our 

view of parenting? (Luke 2:40 We should strive to lead a 

godly example for our children but ultimately be turning 

them over to their true Heavenly Father, the Lord God 

Almighty, who is able to do more work than we ever could.) 

  

7. Is your family centered on the Word of God? 

 

8. As lived out in the life of Jesus as a boy, what do we see is 

the ultimate goal that we should have for our children as they 

grow up? (Luke 2:51-52 Our goal as parents should be for 

our children to be living in obedience and that they would 

grow in wisdom, stature, and favor with God and men. 

Proverbs 22:6) 

 

9. As we see with the sons of Eli, is it enough merely to 

surround our children with the things of God in order to 

change their lives? (Bringing our children to church and 

surrounding them with the things of God is not enough to 

change their lives, as we see both of the sons of Eli were 

fulfilling the duties of priests. Instead, there must be a 

constant petition to the Lord to work and minister in the 

child’s life. There must also be an involvement by the parents 

in the lives of their children to see how they are doing in their 

walk with the Lord. Ephesians 6:1-4; Proverbs 13:24) 

 

10. How much was Eli involved with the lives of his sons if he 

did not know of their sinful practices except by what he 

heard from those around him? (1 Samuel 2:22-25 Since it 

was only after Eli heard of their sins that he rebuked them, it 

shows that Eli was not involved in the lives of his sons and 

wasn’t holding them accountable to their position as priests.) 
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11. Like Eli, if we hear of our children living or walking in sin, 

what should our response be? (1 Samuel 2:22-25 We should 

rebuke those in our household who are living in sin and 

discipline them in love. They need the Word and prayer and 

Jesus to transform their life. See Hebrews 12:5-11)  

 

12. How much time and effort are you investing in your family? 

Does your wife and children know that you love them? 
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61.   Not Quarrelsome 

Rehoboam 

1 Kings 12:1-16 

 

1 Kings 12 
1
 Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all the Israelites had gone there to 

make him king.  

2
 When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard this (he was still in Egypt, where 

he had fled from King Solomon), he returned from Egypt. 
3
 So they 

sent for Jeroboam, and he and the whole assembly of Israel went to 

Rehoboam and said to him:  

4
 “Your father put a heavy yoke on us, but now lighten the harsh labor 

and the heavy yoke he put on us, and we will serve you.” 
5
 Rehoboam 

answered, “Go away for three days and then come back to me.” So the 

people went away. 

6
 Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who had served his father 

Solomon during his lifetime. “How would you advise me to answer 

these people?” he asked. 
7
 They replied, “If today you will be a servant 

to these people and serve them and give them a favorable answer, they 

will always be your servants.”  

8
 But Rehoboam rejected the advice the elders gave him and consulted 

the young men who had grown up with him and were serving him. 
9
 He 

asked them, “What is your advice? How should we answer these people 

who say to me, 'Lighten the yoke your father put on us'?” 
10 

The young 

men who had grown up with him replied, “Tell these people who have 

said to you, 'Your father put a heavy yoke on us, but make our yoke 

lighter'-tell them, 'My little finger is thicker than my father's waist.  

11
 My father laid on you a heavy yoke; I will make it even heavier. My 

father scourged you with whips; I will scourge you with scorpions.'”  

12
 Three days later Jeroboam and all the people returned to Rehoboam, 

as the king had said, “Come back to me in three days.” 
13

 The king 

answered the people harshly. Rejecting the advice given him by the 

elders, 
14

 he followed the advice of the young men and said, “My father 

made your yoke heavy; I will make it even heavier. My father scourged 

you with whips; I will scourge you with scorpions.”  

15
 So the king did not listen to the people, for this turn of events was 

from the LORD, to fulfill the word the LORD had spoken to Jeroboam 

son of Nebat through Ahijah the Shilonite. 
16

 When all Israel saw that 

the king refused to listen to them, they answered the king:  

       “What share do we have in David,  

       what part in Jesse's son?  
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       To your tents, O Israel!  

        Look after your own house, O David!”  

        So the Israelites went home. 
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Study Questions: Not Quarrelsome  
      1 Kings 12:1-16 

 
Introduction: 

Many times in our lives, we like to have everything done our way, for 

our own pleasure. This sinful behavior often shows itself in selfishness, 

quarrelling, and aggression. We see this same attitude in the life of 

Rehoboam when he stepped into the position of king over Israel. 

Rehoboam was the son of King Solomon who had used the people to 

build many grand buildings. Instead of listening to the people and 

working with them, he set his face against them and chose to listen to 

the council that would bring strife instead of healing between him and 

the people. Jesus was also a king in the lineage of King David, but in 

contrast to Rehoboam’s approach, He did not open His mouth when He 

was on trial. Jesus the King, became the servant of the people, even to 

the point of death. Three days later, Jesus rose as the eternal king of 

peace and He waits for the opportunity to rule over our lives. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand the depth of our sinful selfish nature. 

– To realize that supporting and serving others will bring us 

success. By restricting them, you will lose their respect. 

 

 Attitude  

– To have love, compassion, and mercy for those who support 

us, realizing that together we make up a body and each part is 

important. 

 

Actions  

– To work with people rather than against them.   

– To serve those over us and under us.   

– To treat others the same way that we would want to be treated. 

 

Memory Verse:  
2 Timothy 2:24 “And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, he 

must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful.” 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. What is in the title of “king” that begins to cause problems?  

(1 Kings 12:1 It is a title that says one person has control or 

rule over the others. A king has a kingdom and subjects, which 

means ownership and obedience. It is a title that leads to pride 

and arrogance on the part of the king.) 
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2. What does it suggest that all of the Israelites went to Shechem 

to make Rehoboam king? (1 Kings 12:1 It suggests that they 

thought of themselves as the ones in charge, the ones choosing 

this person or the ones granting him this title.) 

 

3. How did this situation lead to a conflict? (1 Kings 12:1-5 Both 

sides were trying to control the situation rather than serving 

one another or looking out for each another.) 

 

4. Were the demands of the people right or not? Why? (1 Kings 

12:4 It is reasonable that the people would feel the need to 

lighten the harsh labor. It is also true that when people are 

given freedom they tend to abuse it.) 

 

5. What does Rehoboam’s request for advice show? (1 Kings 

12:6-10 It shows his need for the advice of others, his 

immaturity as a leader by listening to the young men, and his 

selfishness as a person by his desire to control them.) 

 

6. Why did Rehoboam reject the advice of the elders? (1 Kings 

12:7-8 The title king assumes that the people are servants. 

Rehoboam wanted the people to serve him rather than for him 

to serve them. Pride can get in the way of wise counsel.) 

 

7. How is the answer from the young men divisive? (1 Kings 

12:8 Rehoboam would have had to force the Israelites to 

follow him. There was no consideration given to the Israelites. 

There was no consideration given to the consequences.) 

 

8. How did Rehoboam’s leadership breed quarrels? (He 

consulted the elders for advice and then completely 

disregarded what they told him. He failed to really listen to the 

people when he decided to satisfy his own desires. Then, when 

he did address the people, he talked to them harshly.) 

 

9. How could have Rehoboam brought peace to this conflict 

instead of division? (He could have listened to the advice of 

the elders. He could have asked the Israelites how he could 

help them rather than adding demands to them and he could 

have responded gently with compassion.) 

 

10. What was the result of Rehoboam’s harsh answer to the 

people of Israel? (1 Kings 12:16 The people went back to their 

own tents and the strength of the people of Israel was divided.) 
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Application Questions: 

1. What are some ways we put ourselves above others? (1 Kings 

12:1 We can use titles to elevate us. Our attitude toward others 

can be arrogant. We can make people come to us or wait for 

us.) 

 

2. What are some times that we try to control situations?  

(1 Kings 12:1-5 We do that when we resist the authorities that 

the Lord has put over us and when we tell others what to do. 

We even try to tell God what to do) 

 

3. How can we bring peace to situations rather than being 

quarrelsome? (1 Kings 12:7 We can be servants to people 

rather than demanding or expecting our own way. We can give 

gentle responses and lighten our expectations on people. We 

can listen to godly advice and seek the Lord.) 

 

4. How can we show those around us that we respect them? How 

can we serve them? 

 

5. As a leader, how can we be motivating those under us to work 

toward a common goal? 

 

6. What kind of advice should we as Christians seek? (1 Kings 

12:7-11 First, we should be looking to advice that is in line 

with the Word of God. Secondly, we should listen to those 

who God has gifted in a specific field or background.  

2 Timothy 2:23-24) 

 

7. How do we fuel a confrontation or an argument by not  

listening to people? 

 

8. What is in the end a consequence for harsh, rash, and 

quarrelsome leadership? (1 Kings 12:16 We see that the 

people under such leadership abandon ownership in the group 

and forsake commitment to the organization as a whole. If any 

remain, they are not striving for the best to be done, but are 

merely doing the bare minimum. The result is a divided 

kingdom.) 

 

9. How can we overcome a quarrelsome spirit? (By trusting in 

the Lord, praying to Him, asking forgiveness and by the fruit 

of the Spirit. See Galatians 5:14, 22-23; Matthew 7:12; Luke 

10:27; and James 1:19) 
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10. How does Jesus death on the cross reconcile or reunite that 

which we divided? (We are separated from God by our sin and 

Christ alone makes it possible to be re-united with Him.) 

 

Proverbs about quarreling. 15:18; 17:14; 20:23; 26:20-21  

Proverbs for a quarrelsome wife. 21:9,19; 27:15-16 
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62.  Faithfulness in Marriage 

David and Bathsheba 

2 Samuel 11:1-17, 26-27; 12:1-14 
 

2 Samuel 11 

 
1
 In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab 

out with the king's men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed 

the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in 

Jerusalem.  

 
2
 One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the 

roof of the palace. From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman 

was very beautiful, 
3
 and David sent someone to find out about her. The 

man said, “Isn't this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of 

Uriah the Hittite?” 
4 
Then David sent messengers to get her. She came 

to him, and he slept with her. (She had purified herself from her 

uncleanness.) Then she went back home. 
5
 The woman conceived and 

sent word to David, saying, “I am pregnant.”  

 
6
 So David sent this word to Joab: “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” And 

Joab sent him to David. 
7
 When Uriah came to him, David asked him 

how Joab was, how the soldiers were and how the war was going. 
8
 

Then David said to Uriah, “Go down to your house and wash your 

feet.” So Uriah left the palace, and a gift from the king was sent after 

him. 
9
 But Uriah slept at the entrance to the palace with all his master's 

servants and did not go down to his house.  

 
10

 When David was told, “Uriah did not go home,” he asked him, 

“Haven't you just come from a distance? Why didn't you go home?”            
11

 Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in 

tents, and my master Joab and my lord's men are camped in the open 

fields. How could I go to my house to eat and drink and lie with my 

wife? As surely as you live, I will not do such a thing!”  

 
12

 Then David said to him, “Stay here one more day, and tomorrow I 

will send you back.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the 

next. 
13

 At David's invitation, he ate and drank with him, and David 

made him drunk. But in the evening Uriah went out to sleep on his mat 

among his master's servants; he did not go home.  
14

 In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab and sent it with Uriah. 
15

 

In it he wrote, “Put Uriah in the front line where the fighting is fiercest. 

Then withdraw from him so he will be struck down and die.” 
16

 So 

while Joab had the city under siege, he put Uriah at a place where he 

knew the strongest defenders were. 
17

 When the men of the city came 

out and fought against Joab, some of the men in David's army fell; 

moreover, Uriah the Hittite died. 
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26

 When Uriah's wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned 

for him. 
27

 After the time of mourning was over, David had her brought 

to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing 

David had done displeased the LORD. 

2 Samuel 12 
1
 The LORD sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, 

“There were two men in a certain town, one rich and the other poor. 
2
 

The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, 
3
 but the 

poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He 

raised it, and it grew up with him and his children. It shared his food, 

drank from his cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to 

him.  

 
4
 “Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained 

from taking one of his own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the 

traveler who had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that 

belonged to the poor man and prepared it for the one who had come to 

him.”  

 
5
 David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As 

surely as the LORD lives, the man who did this deserves to die! 
6
 He 

must pay for that lamb four times over, because he did such a thing and 

had no pity.”  

 
7
 Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the 

LORD, the God of Israel, says: 'I anointed you king over Israel, and I 

delivered you from the hand of Saul. 
8
 I gave your master's house to 

you, and your master's wives into your arms. I gave you the house of 

Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too little, I would have given 

you even more. 
9
 Why did you despise the word of the LORD by doing 

what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the 

sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with the sword 

of the Ammonites. 
10

 Now, therefore, the sword will never depart from 

your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the 

Hittite to be your own.'”  

 
11

 “This is what the LORD says: 'Out of your own household I am 

going to bring calamity upon you. Before your very eyes I will take 

your wives and give them to one who is close to you, and he will lie 

with your wives in broad daylight. 
12

 You did it in secret, but I will do 

this thing in broad daylight before all Israel.'” 

 
13

 Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.”  

      Nathan replied, “The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not 

going to die. 
14

 But because by doing this you have made the enemies 

of the LORD show utter contempt, the son born to you will die.” 
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Study Questions: Faithfulness in Marriage 
2 Samuel 11:1-17, 26-27; 12:1-14 

 

Introduction:  

Marriage is a sacred institution that is commissioned by God for a man 

and woman to be joined together and be united as one flesh. Marriage 

is also given to us as a picture of the believer’s relationship with Jesus. 

Unfortunately, marriages are under attack in our world. The world, our 

own flesh and Satan all come against us to destroy our marriages. Yet, 

we are our own enemies if we allow temptation, broken promises or 

anger to creep into our lives and destroy our marriages. We must 

protect our marriages through communication, accountability and by 

keeping Christ in the center. 
 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand that God hates divorce; what God has joined 

together man must not separate.   

– To understand that to break our marriage covenant is a 

violation against our spouse and against God who joined us.  

 

 Attitude  

– To love your wife as Christ loved the church unto death. 

– To respect your husband as unto the Lord.  

 

 Actions  

– To have good communication with our spouse and 

accountability with another trusted friend.   

– To submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

– To have integrity in our marriage and remain faithful until 

death.  
 

Memory Verse:  
Ephesians 5:33 “However, each one of you also must love his wife as 

he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.” 
 

Questions about the Story: 

1. Where did David’s mistakes begin and how did they multiply?  

(2 Samuel 11:1-4 David sent Joab out with the king’s men and 

the whole army, while he remained in Jerusalem. Then when 

he saw a woman bathing he continued to look, taking special 

note of her beauty. The glance became a gaze, and then an 

inquiry, then a request and then an action.) 

 

2. What does David’s fall into sin show about him? (2 Samuel 

11:1-4 David was only thinking of himself rather than the 
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Lord, the war, the ark, his faithful soldier or the full 

consequences of his actions.) 

 

3. What was David’s response to Bathsheba after she realized 

that she was pregnant? (2 Samuel 11:5 He continued down the 

slippery path by trying to cover up his sin.) 

  

4. What did David do to attempt to cover up his sin? (2 Samuel 

11:6-7 He took Uriah out of the battle, tried to get him to sleep 

with his wife, made him drunk to get him to go home and then 

finally he wrote Uriah’s death certificate for Joab to carry out.) 

 

5. How does Uriah show integrity? (2 Samuel 11:6-16 He 

obeyed all of the commands of the king and he would not take 

the comforts of home when “The ark and Israel and Judah are 

staying in tents.”) 

 

6. What commandments did David break? (You shall not covet 

your neighbor’s wife. You shall not commit adultery. You 

shall not bear false witness. You shall not murder. You shall 

put no other gods before me.) 

 

7. What happened to Bathsheba after Uriah died? (2 Samuel 

11:17-27 She mourned her husband’s death.  After the time of 

mourning was over, David had her brought to his house.) 

 

8. What was the attitude of the Lord toward David? (2 Samuel 

11:27 The LORD was displeased with what David had done.) 

 

9. Why does the LORD send Nathan to David? (2 Samuel 12:1 

He sent Nathan to convict David of his sin and to pronounce 

judgment on him for what he had done.) 

 

10. Why did David have such a strong reaction to the story?  

(2 Samuel 12:5-6 David had been a shepherd and knew what it 

was like to care for a single sheep. In David’s anger about the 

sheep, he pronounced his own judgment deserving death.) 

 

11. What was the consequence going to be for David for his evil 

actions? (2 Samuel 12:10-14 The sword would now never 

depart from his family, calamity would be upon him, another 

man would sleep with his wives, and his son that Bathsheba 

was going to bear would die.) 
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12. What is David’s response to the Word from the LORD? (2 

Samuel 12:13 David admitted that he had sinned against the 

LORD and Nathan says that the LORD had taken away his 

sin.) 

 
 

Application Questions: 

1. When does sin seem like it comes to us most frequently as 

exemplified in the life of David? (2 Samuel 11:1 Sin comes to 

us when we are not in the place that we are supposed to be. 

When our guard is down and we are not watching.) 

 

2. How does sin multiply in our lives? (2 Samuel 11:1-4 Like 

David, it starts with a look or a thought and we allow it to 

become a desire without confronting it with God’s Word. 

Soon the desire becomes an attitude and then an action. 

Matthew 5:27-30) 

 

3. Instead of turning our attention away from sin, how often do 

we continue to pursue sin? (2 Samuel 11:2-4 We also like 

David allow our thoughts, attitudes and actions control us 

rather than giving complete control of our lives over to the 

Lord.) 

 

4. In what ways can we be guarding ourselves from the sin of 

lust and adultery in our lives? (1 Thessalonians 4:3-8; 

Hebrews 12:1-2) 

 

5. What should be our immediate response as Christians when 

we are tempted? (We should turn the other way and flee from 

temptation. See 1 John 1:9 and Galatians 5:16-25) 

 

6. In looking at the story of David, Uriah, and Bathsheba, what 

can we learn is always the result of sin in our life? (We can 

see that sin always brings about more sin, destruction and 

death. This destruction doesn’t always result physically here 

on this earth but we can know for certain that it brings 

spiritual results.) 

 

7. What do we learn about the secretive nature of marital 

unfaithfulness? (2 Samuel 11:6-17 The sin of marital 

unfaithfulness can be done deceitfully and secretive, yet, God 

knows what is done in secret and we must answer to Him.  

1 Corinthians 6:15-20) 
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8. Even when “no one else” may be exposed to our sin, who is 

the One that our sin is always before? How should that affect 

how we live? (The Lord God is always aware of our sin and 

our lives are as an open book before Him. We must live holy 

and reverent lives remembering that He knows everything and 

we must answer for all of our sin.) 

 

9. How can we be keeping our relationship with others 

accountable and in the open?  

 

10. What do we see about the love and compassion of the Lord in 

His sending of Nathan the prophet to David? (2 Samuel 12:1 

We see that the Lord is gracious and compassionate to us.  

While David was still in his sin, God sent Nathan the prophet 

to bring David His Word. See 1 Corinthians 13:4-8) 

 

11. What do we see about the power of God to convict hearts by 

His Word? (2 Samuel 12:1-6, 13 After Nathan told David the 

parallel story regarding his sin, David was enraged and said 

that such a man deserves to die. After realizing that this man 

was himself, he admitted his sin.) 

 

12. What do we learn about the compassion of the Lord to forgive 

sins? (2 Samuel 12:13 We can know that the Lord is willing 

and able to forgive us our sins when we confess them before 

Him, just as He was willing to forgive David.) 

 

13. What do we learn about the consequence of sin even after we 

have asked for forgiveness from the Lord? (2 Samuel 12:13-14 

Even though the Lord is just to forgive us our sins and purify 

us from all unrighteousness, we still must face the 

consequences for sin in our lives. Proverbs 6:23-29) 

 

14. How can we strengthen our marriages? (Invest love and time 

into our spouse. Do daily devotions together. See Ecclesiastes 

4:9-12 and Ephesians 5:22-26) 

 

15. Since marriage is used as a picture of our relationship with 

Christ in the Bible, how does this text point us to Jesus? (We 

are all like David. We have all been unfaithful to the 

bridegroom, Jesus. Yet, He is faithful and remains committed 

to the covenant relationship that we have with Him. See 

Matthew 19:5-6) 
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63.  Being a Servant 

Jesus Washes the Disciples’ Feet 

John 13:1-17 

 

John 13 
1
It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had 

come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his 

own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his 

love. 

 
2
The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already 

prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. 
3
Jesus knew 

that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come 

from God and was returning to God; 
4
so he got up from the meal, took 

off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 
5
After 

that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, 

drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him.  

 
6
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to 

wash my feet?”  
7
Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am 

doing, but later you will understand.”  
8
 “No,” said Peter, “you shall 

never wash my feet.”  Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have 

no part with me.”  
9
 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my 

feet but my hands and my head as well!”  

 
10

Jesus answered, “A person who has had a bath needs only to wash 

his feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every 

one of you.” 
11

For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was 

why he said not every one was clean.  

 
12

When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and 

returned to his place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” 

he asked them. 
13

 “You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for 

that is what I am. 
14

Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 

your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. 
15

I have set you an 

example that you should do as I have done for you. 
16

I tell you the 

truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater 

than the one who sent him. 
17

Now that you know these things, you will 

be blessed if you do them. 
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Study Questions: Being a Servant 
John 13:1-17 

 

Introduction: 

A servant spirit is one of the hardest things for us to adopt in our lives. 

Our sinful flesh is filled with pride and self-centeredness. We often 

want to see ourselves recognized rather than to serve. However, God 

has a different calling for us. He says that if anyone is to be great he 

must become the servant of all. We are called to love our neighbor as 

ourselves. By doing so, we model Christ to them. In Philippians it says 

that Jesus took on the very nature of a servant. He served us by 

becoming obedient unto death and taking away our sins. Now we can 

serve others by giving them the forgiveness, hope, and grace of God. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand that “whatever you did for one of the least of 

these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”  

– To recognize the real needs that people have and pray that the 

Lord will give us His love for them.  

 

 Attitude  

– To consider others as better than ourselves and to look to their 

interests before our own. 

– To love our neighbors as ourselves.  

 

 Actions  

– To serve others because Jesus served us first.  

– To show practical tangible expressions of love.  

 

Memory Verses:  
Matthew 23:12 “For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and 

whoever humbles himself will be exalted.” 

Philippians 2:3-4 “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, 

but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you 

should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of 

others.” 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. What was Jesus’ purpose in washing the disciples feet ?  

(John 13:1 Jesus wanted to show His disciples the full extent 

of His love.) 

  

2. What is the full extent of His love? (John 13:1 The text refers 

to Jesus washing the disciples feet, but it is more than just 
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water and a towel. Judas the betrayer and Peter the denier 

were both among those whose feet Jesus had washed. The dirt 

of their feet was only surface deep. The dirt of each one’s sins 

went to their heart.) 

 

3. What is significant about the fact that they were celebrating 

Passover and that this event happened the night before Jesus 

was crucified? (John 13:1 Passover was the celebration of the 

time when the Angel of Death passed over the houses of the 

Israelites because they had sacrificed a lamb and put its blood 

on the door posts. Jesus was now becoming the final Passover 

lamb and his blood on the posts of our lives is what saves us 

from death. That is the full extent of His love.) 

 

4. What did Jesus tell the disciples about God the Father? (John 

13:3 Jesus told them that the Father had put all things under 

His power, He told them He had come from God and was 

returning to God.) 

 

5. Even though Jesus had the power of the Father placed under 

Him, what did He decide to do for His disciples to show the 

full extent of His love for them? (John 13:4-5 Jesus took the 

role of a servant for His disciples as he took up a towel and a 

basin in order to wash and dry their feet.) 

  

6. Why did Peter respond strongly to Jesus washing his feet? 

(John 13:6 Because Peter should have been washing Jesus’ 

feet.) 

 

7. Why does Jesus say Peter would have no part with Him? (John 

13:8 Peter must learn and live the role of a servant. It is the 

way of the servant that makes us one with Jesus.) 

 

8. Why did Jesus wash Judas’ feet when He knew what Judas 

would do? (John 13:10-11 Jesus showed the full extent of His 

love by washing the feet of those who would betray Him.) 

 

9. Why did Jesus set this example for the disciples? (John 13:13 

So they could see that things are opposite in the kingdom of 

God. The “Teacher” or “Lord” is not above someone else, but 

rather they are the servant.) 

 

10. What did Jesus command his disciples to do after He had 

washed their feet? (John 13:14 He told them that they should 
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also wash one another’s feet.) 

 

11. What had Jesus given to His disciples? (John 13:15 Jesus had 

given them an example that they should do as He had done.) 

 

12. What did Jesus tell his disciples regarding their obedience to 

His command? (John 13:17 You will be blessed if you serve.) 

 

 

Application Questions: 

1. How can we wash people’s feet? (John 13:1 We can literally 

wash their feet, but more practically we can help them with 

anything that they need in their lives.) 

 

2. How can we show people the full extent of Jesus love? (John 

13:1 There are many ways that we can serve people, but the 

full extent of Jesus’ love goes beyond helping people with 

their needs. His love means loving our enemies, giving 

sacrificially of ourselves and living Jesus to them.) 

 

3. What does it mean for us that Jesus was the Passover lamb? 

(John 13:1 If Jesus is our Passover lamb it means that we do 

not have to fear death because the blood of Jesus protects us. It 

means that we are forgiven once and for all.) 

 

4. If we are in some position of authority over someone else, 

what does this text have to say to us? (John 13:3-5, 13-14 If 

Jesus is our servant; then we are to be a servant of everyone. 

Mark 10:45) 

  

5. How does it feel to be served? Would you respond like Peter? 

(John 13:6-9 It can feel uncomfortable or awkward to serve us, 

especially if it is someone that we view as above us. It is also 

possible to let pride creep in and start to expect to be served or 

to take others for granted.) 

 

6. Who is the role of serving to be for? (Everyone. Whether you 

have a high or low position, Jesus calls for all who are His 

disciples to take the role of servant.) 

 

7. Is there any qualification as to who we are supposed to serve? 

How did Jesus treat the people around Him? (John 13:6-11 

We are to be serving all men, even those who would try to 

refuse our service or those who hate us.) 
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8. Who are we a living example for? 

 

9. What is your attitude toward serving? (Matthew 23:1-12; Luke 

22:26-27; Philippians 2:3-11; Colossians 3:23-24; and 1 Peter 

5:2) 

 

10. What character is shown from your life when you are willing 

to be a servant to those around you? 

 

11. What does the Lord promise will result from serving? (John 

13:17 Jesus promises that we will be blessed if we serve. This 

blessing is ultimately the blessing of being Christ-like and 

serving your heavenly Father. See Matthew 18:1-4) 

  

12. How can we serve those who God has placed around us? 
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64.  Not Double-Minded 

King Ahaziah 

2 Kings 1:1-17 

 

2 Kings 

 
1
 After Ahab's death, Moab rebelled against Israel. 

2
 Now Ahaziah had 

fallen through the lattice of his upper room in Samaria and injured 

himself. So he sent messengers, saying to them, “Go and consult Baal-

Zebub, the god of Ekron, to see if I will recover from this injury.”  

 

 
3
 But the angel of the LORD said to Elijah the Tishbite, “Go up and 

meet the messengers of the king of Samaria and ask them, 'Is it because 

there is no God in Israel that you are going off to consult Baal-Zebub, 

the god of Ekron?' 
4
 Therefore this is what the LORD says: 'You will 

not leave the bed you are lying on. You will certainly die!'”  So Elijah 

went.  

 

 
5
 When the messengers returned to the king, he asked them, “Why 

have you come back?”  
6
 “A man came to meet us,” they replied. “And 

he said to us, 'Go back to the king who sent you and tell him, “This is 

what the LORD says: Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are 

sending men to consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron? Therefore you 

will not leave the bed you are lying on. You will certainly die!”   

 

 
7
 The king asked them, “What kind of man was it who came to meet 

you and told you this?”  
8
 They replied, “He was a man with a garment 

of hair and with a leather belt around his waist.”  The king said, “That 

was Elijah the Tishbite.”  

 

 
9
 Then he sent to Elijah a captain with his company of fifty men. The 

captain went up to Elijah, who was sitting on the top of a hill, and said 

to him, “Man of God, the king says, 'Come down!'” 
10

 Elijah answered 

the captain, “If I am a man of God, may fire come down from heaven 

and consume you and your fifty men!” Then fire fell from heaven and 

consumed the captain and his men.  

 

 
11

 At this the king sent to Elijah another captain with his fifty men. The 

captain said to him, “Man of God, this is what the king says, 'Come 

down at once!'”  
12

 “If I am a man of God,” Elijah replied, “may fire 

come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty men!” Then 

the fire of God fell from heaven and consumed him and his fifty men.  

 

 
13

 So the king sent a third captain with his fifty men. This third captain 

went up and fell on his knees before Elijah. “Man of God,” he begged, 

“please have respect for my life and the lives of these fifty men, your 
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servants! 
14

 See, fire has fallen from heaven and consumed the first two 

captains and all their men. But now have respect for my life!”  
15

 The 

angel of the LORD said to Elijah, “Go down with him; do not be afraid 

of him.” So Elijah got up and went down with him to the king.  

 

 
16

 He told the king, “This is what the LORD says: Is it because there is 

no God in Israel for you to consult that you have sent messengers to 

consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron? Because you have done this, 

you will never leave the bed you are lying on. You will certainly die!” 
17

 So he died, according to the word of the LORD that Elijah had 

spoken. Because Ahaziah had no son, Joram succeeded him as king in 

the second year of Jehoram son of Jehoshaphat king of Judah. 
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Study Questions: Not Double-Minded 
2 Kings 1:1-17 

 

Introduction: 

We look to the Lord when it is convenient for us, but then turn to other 

“gods” the rest of the time. We must not waver between two masters 

but to choose whom we will serve in our lives. Jesus said, “No one can 

serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he 

will be devoted to the one and despise the other.” Matthew 6:24 

Ahaziah was King Ahab’s son. He followed other gods as his mother 

Jezebel and his father Ahab had done. Elijah met King Ahab on Mount 

Carmel to confront him and all of the people of Israel with their double-

minded behavior. Elijah had said, “How long will you waver between 

two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, 

follow him.’ But the people said nothing.” King Ahaziah knew of 

Elijah and was aware of the God in Israel, but he went looking to other 

gods for answers.   

 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand that we have one true God and need not look to 

other gods, other things or even ourselves to place our trust. 

– To know God’s will through His Word. 

 

 Attitude  

– To trust the Lord our God in all matters of life and surrender 

our spirit and heart to following Him alone. 

 

 Actions  

– To seek the Lord in times of hardships and blessings.  

– To stand strong on the conviction to follow the Lord and not 

be led astray.  

 

Memory Verse:  
1 Kings 18:21 “Elijah went before the people and said, ‘How long will 

you waver between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but 

if Baal is God, follow him.’ But the people said nothing.” 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. 2 Kings begins with a list of problems. What stands out and 

what is missing? (2 Kings 1:1-2 Ahab’s death, Moab’s 

rebellion and Ahaziah’s injury are trials that happen in life. 

When these trials came, they did not seek the Lord for help.) 
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2. How was King Ahaziah a double-minded king? (2 Kings 1:1-

2, 9 King Ahaziah was ruling the land of Israel, the people of 

God. When faced with trouble he decided to consult Baal-

Zebub, the god of Ekron, and then after hearing a message 

from the Lord through Elijah, he orders Elijah to come.) 

 

3. What is interesting about the conversation Elijah had with the 

angel of the Lord? (2 Kings 1:3-4 The angel of the Lord told 

Elijah that messengers would come, the purpose of their trip, 

that the king was in bed and that he would not recover.) 

 

4. Why did the Lord answer Ahaziah’s question about recovery 

when He wasn’t asked? (2 Kings 1:4 It was the grace of God 

to send the message. It was an opportunity for Ahaziah to 

repent and ask for the mercy of God.) 

 

5. What is notable about the message of the Lord that Elijah 

spoke both to the messengers and to the king? (2 Kings 1:4, 

6,16 He repeats the same message word for word each time it 

was presented.) 

 

6. Instead of repenting or asking God for mercy, how does the 

king respond? (2 Kings 1:7-8 The king realized that the 

message had come from Elijah, the well-known prophet of 

God who had defeated and killed the 450 prophets of Baal 

under his father. However, instead of repenting or asking for 

help from Elijah, he sent men to arrest him.) 

 

7. How do we know that the king knew of Elijah and had 

encountered him in the past? (2 Kings 1:8 The king was able 

to identify him just based on the simple description of his 

outward appearance of a garment of hair and a leather belt.) 

 

8. Why did the king send troops to arrest Elijah three times?  

(2 Kings 1:9-15 The king had a hard heart and would not 

acknowledge the true and living God of Israel. It also shows 

that the people of Israel had forgotten the battle on Mount 

Carmel and the power of the Lord displayed there.) 

 

9. If all the captains acknowledged that Elijah was a man of God, 

why did the first two order Elijah to come? (2 Kings 1:9-12 

The first two captains and the king saw Elijah as their servant 

who must obey them. Elijah was a servant of the King of 

Kings and followed God alone.) 
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10. What is the purpose of the fire coming down from heaven and 

killing so many people? (2 Kings 1:9-12 The fire from heaven 

should have pointed the king back to the battle on Mount 

Carmel and the power of the LORD displayed there. Even the 

soldiers would have known of the battle between the Lord and 

Baal, however, they would not listen.) 

 

11. What difference is there in the response of the third captain 

that arrives to talk with Elijah? (2 Kings 1:13-14 The third 

captain comes humbly, falling on his knees and stating that 

they are Elijah’s servants. The third captain showed respect, 

honor and recognized that the Lord is the one to be feared 

instead of the king.) 

 

12. What finally allowed Elijah to get up and go down to the 

king? (2 Kings 1:15 The angel of the Lord came to Elijah and 

spoke to him telling him to go down with the king’s men to 

see the king.) 

 

13. What did Elijah tell the king when he arrived? (2 Kings 1:16 

Elijah relayed the Word of the Lord, the same Word that he 

had spoken to the king earlier - that the king would surely die.) 

 

14. According to what did King Ahaziah die? (2 Kings 1:17 

Ahaziah died according to the Word of the Lord spoken 

through Elijah.) 

 

 
Application Questions: 

1. Who/What do you most quickly turn to when you have some 

type of problem come up in your life?  

 

2. Who do we listen to for guidance? (We listen to popular 

culture, worldly leaders and our own ideas. Instead, we need 

to listen to the Lord through His Word. There are many other 

voices that try to lure us away from God.) 

 

3. What can we notice about being a messenger for God? What 

kind of message would He have us deliver at times? (2 Kings 

1:4 Being a messenger for the Lord can be hard and difficult 

because the message may be condemning or hard. It may also 

be difficult because the people don’t want to hear it.) 

 

4. How does God work in our lives so that we remain single-

minded? (2 Kings 1:3-4 He gives us His Word with all of the 
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many stories of His work through history. He gives us 

prophets who apply that Word and He gives us His Spirit to 

point out our sin.) 

 

5. Do people recognize us as men and women of God?  

Do they see us as living a double life? (2 Kings 1:6-8) 

 

6. What are some of ways that we must take a stand for the 

Lord? (Like Elijah, we must stand against the other gods and 

idols of the world. We must be a servant of the Lord and not 

give in to the pressures of others.) 

 

7. What have been some tough situations where you have had to 

trust in the Lord? 

 

8. How do we discern what is a from the Lord verses our own 

desire verses another person? (2 Kings 1:15 We should listen 

to the Lord through His Word and prayer.) 

 

9. How can our presentation of God’s Word be consistent? (We 

must follow God’s Word without going to the right or the left. 

It must be accurate and free from additions or subtractions.) 

 

10. What do we see about the faithfulness of the Lord to His 

Word? (2 Kings 1:17 We see that the Lord is faithful to His 

Word, seeing what He says will happen come to fruition. This 

should encourage us because we can know that we can rely on 

the Word of the Lord and in His promises for our lives.) 

 

11. What does it mean to be double-minded? (See Matthew 23:27-

28; James 3:9-12 To be double-minded is be saying one thing 

and doing another, or be living two separate ways.) 

 

12. Like Ahaziah, what are other ‘gods’ that we are tempted to 

turn to in our lives? 

 

13. How does God see double-mindedness? (See 1 John 2:15-17; 

James 4:4 Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world 

lives as an enemy of God, and the love of God is not in him.) 

 

14. How should we as Christians live when we face the temptation 

to be double-minded? (See Joshua 24:24-15; 1 Kings 18:21; 

Proverbs 3:5-6; Luke 16:13) 
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15. What has been the Lord’s single-minded goal from the 

beginning? (He has desired a relationship with His people and 

Jesus took the fire of God’s wrath for our sin at the cross in 

order to make that relationship possible.) 
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65. Honest Gain 

Simon the Sorcerer 

Acts 8:9-25 

 

Acts 8 
9
Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the 

city and amazed all the people of Samaria. He boasted that he was 

someone great, 
10

and all the people, both high and low, gave him their 

attention and exclaimed, “This man is the divine power known as the 

Great Power.” 
11

They followed him because he had amazed them for a 

long time with his magic. 
12

But when they believed Philip as he 

preached the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 

Christ, they were baptized, both men and women. 
13

Simon himself 

believed and was baptized. And he followed Philip everywhere, 

astonished by the great signs and miracles he saw.  

 
14

When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the 

word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 
15

When they arrived, 

they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 
16

because 

the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply 

been baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. 
17

Then Peter and John 

placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.  

 
18

When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the 

apostles' hands, he offered them money 
19

and said, “Give me also this 

ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy 

Spirit.”  

 
20

Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because you 

thought you could buy the gift of God with money! 
21

You have no part 

or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right before God. 
22

Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord. Perhaps he will 

forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. 
23

For I see that you 

are full of bitterness and captive to sin.”  

 
24

Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you 

have said may happen to me.”  

 
25

When they had testified and proclaimed the word of the Lord, Peter 

and John returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many 

Samaritan villages. 
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Study Questions: Honest Gain 
Acts 8:9-25 

 

Introduction: 

Simon had amazed many with his sorcery and magic. It had become a 

thing of prestige, power and money. When he tried to do the same with 

the healings or the Holy Spirit he received a sharp rebuke from Peter.  

In the Christian faith, men and women do the same when they try to 

control the people or the work of God for personal gain. It might be to 

get money, popularity or power. True, lasting and eternal gain can only 

come through Jesus and what He has done for us. If we look to 

ourselves, we have nothing to boast in except our weakness and our 

need for the Lord. Simon the Sorcerer was a man seeking attention and 

was enthralled with different types of “power.”  We see that his thirst 

for power and focus on gain brought about trouble, as it does for us as 

well. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand that every good and perfect gift comes from the 

Father and not from our own efforts.   

– To realize that true gain is work that is done for the Kingdom 

of God.  

 

 Attitude  

– To believe that there is power in the things of God, but they 

are for the purpose of honoring God, not ourselves.   

– To believe that God must increase and we must decrease. 

 

 Actions  

– To point people to Jesus in everything so that it would bring 

honor and glory to His name.   

– To do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.  

 

Memory Verses:  
John 3:30 “He must become greater; I must become less.” 

2 Corinthians 10:17-18 “But, ‘Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.’ 

For it is not the one who commends himself who is approved, but the 

one whom the Lord commends.” 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. What do we know about Philip? (Acts 8:9-13 Philip preached 

the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 

rather than his own name. Philip was bringing people into the 

kingdom of God through faith and baptism. Philip also did 
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great signs and miracles for the glory of God.) 

 

2. How does Simon compare with Philip? (Acts 8:9-10 Simon 

had practiced sorcery and magic for a long time. He boasted 

about himself and people gave him recognition as the Great 

Power. His work was only magic.) 

 

3. What is the difference between the work of Simon and the 

work of Philip? (Acts 8:9-13 Simon was only doing what he 

himself was capable to do. Philip was not doing anything in 

his own strength. He was doing the work of God, for the glory 

of God and the kingdom of God.) 

 

4. What is interesting about Samaria accepting the word of God? 

(Acts 8:14-17 The Samaritans and those from Jerusalem had 

previously hated each other. The disciple, John, had 

previously asked about calling down fire on the Samaritans. 

Now, Peter and John were praying for the Holy Spirit to come 

upon them, baptizing them and laying their hands on them.) 

 

5. How is it that God uses people, but the work that is done is 

completely a work of God? (Acts 8:15-17 The Lord does use 

people to be part of something that only He can do Himself. 

The apostles cannot control the Holy Spirit, yet the Holy Spirit 

chooses to use them. Philip could not do any great sign or 

miracle, yet God did great signs and miracles through him.) 

 

6. What is wrong with Simon’s desire or request? (Acts 8:18-19 

Simon thought he could buy that which was a gift. He thought 

he could control that which was only God’s to control. He 

said, “Give me this ability” to something that it is not his to 

own.) 

 

7. What was Simon in essence saying about the things of God by 

offering a price for it? (Acts 8:18-20 Simon was indirectly 

stating that the things of God had a “price” and a “limited 

worth” while failing to realize they were priceless.) 

 

8. What does Peter’s rebuke of Simon tell us? (Acts 8:20-21 If 

we could purchase the Holy Spirit, then it would not be a gift. 

Participation in ministry is a heart issue before God, rather 

than a work of man. The sins of the heart corrupt the work of 

God.) 
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9. What is the solution to Simon’s situation? (Acts 8:22-23 

Repent and pray to the Lord. The only solution is to go back to 

the Lord and ask forgiveness for the thoughts of the heart. 

Jesus alone can free him from the captivity of sin.) 

 

10. Does Simon show that there is still hope for him? (Acts 8:24 

He asks Peter to pray for him; which shows an attitude of 

humility.) 

 

11. What does Peter and John’s work consist of? (Acts 8:25 Their 

work was to testify and proclaim the work of the Lord.) 

 

 

Application Questions: 

1. How do we focus on our own work and ourselves? (Acts 8:9 

We can, like Simon, boast about ourselves, seek the attention 

of others and desire many different kinds of power.) 

 

2. Where do you see yourself focusing your attention? 

 

3. Like Philip, who are we called to boast about and bring 

attention to? (Acts 8:9, 12-13 Instead of boasting about 

ourselves and drawing attention to “us,” we should instead 

point people toward the Lord Jesus Christ.) 

 

4. Why is it that those who are in ministry need to be very 

careful about drawing attention to themselves? (Because they 

represent Christ and His Word, not their own popularity or 

agenda.) 

 

5. How does God use us to do work that only He can do? (Acts 

8:15-17 Like Philip, Peter and John, we are entrusted with the 

privilege of bringing the living Word of God to people. That 

Word is powerful and effective to change lives.) 

 

6. Is it sinful to be noticed and appreciated in the work of God? 

(Acts 8:18-19 The work of God is not about us in any form. It 

is what the Lord does in people regardless of who He uses to 

do it. However, it is appropriate to recognize people as gifts 

from God or the talents they have as from the Lord.) 

 

7. What heart issues do we have to deal with? (Acts 8:21 Like 

Simon, we also have hidden wickedness in our hearts. We try 

to control God, give things to appease God or pride ourselves 
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in the relationship we have with Jesus. We are also full of 

bitterness and captive to sin.) 

 

8. What do we need to repent of and pray to the Lord about? 

(Acts 8:22  See also Matthew 23:12 and John 3:30) 

  

9. In what ways do we lower the value of the things of God in 

our lives? (See 2 Corinthians 10:17-18; 11:18-30; and 

Matthew 6:19-20) 

 

10. What is the end result of money? (Acts 8:20 In the end, money 

perishes, and those who trust in it perish with it.) 

 

11. What are some of the ways in which you have trusted in 

money or kept it as an idol in your life? 

 

12. Why did Peter give Simon an opportunity to repent? (Acts 

8:21-23 Peter gave Simon a chance to repent as his heart was 

not right before God and was held captive to sin.  And God 

always gives us a chance for forgiveness.) 

 

13. What is your heart captive to? 

 

14. What hope is there for us to be forgiven or to be used by God? 

(Acts 8:24 The hope of forgiveness or use by God is through 

Jesus alone. He is the one that brought people to faith and did 

miracles through Philip. He is the one that sent the Holy Spirit 

through Peter and John which comes to us as well.) 
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66.   Generosity  
Peter, John, and the Crippled Man 

Acts 3:1-19 

 

Acts 3 

 1
One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of 

prayer—at three in the afternoon. 
2
Now a man crippled from birth was 

being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put 

every day to beg from those going into the temple courts. 
3
When he 

saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for money. 
4
Peter 

looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said, “Look at us!” 
5
So 

the man gave them his attention, expecting to get something from them.  

 
6
Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give 

you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” 
7
Taking him by 

the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man's feet and 

ankles became strong. 
8
He jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then 

he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and 

praising God. 
9
When all the people saw him walking and praising God, 

10
they recognized him as the same man who used to sit begging at the 

temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with wonder and 

amazement at what had happened to him.  

 
11

While the beggar held on to Peter and John, all the people were 

astonished and came running to them in the place called Solomon's 

Colonnade. 
12

When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Men of Israel, 

why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own 

power or godliness we had made this man walk? 
13

The God of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his 

servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him 

before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. 
14

You disowned the 

Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. 
15

You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We 

are witnesses of this. 
16

By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom 

you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus' name and the faith that 

comes through him that has given this complete healing to him, as you 

can all see.  

 
17

 “Now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your 

leaders. 
18

But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all 

the prophets, saying that his Christ would suffer. 
19

Repent, then, and 

turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of 

refreshing may come from the Lord. 
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Study Questions: Generosity 
Acts 3:1-19 

 

Introduction: 

Generosity begins by realizing that we are only caretakers of the things 

God gives us. We do not own anything that has not been given to us 

from the Lord. The air we breathe, the sun that shines and our heartbeat 

are all gifts from God. When we leave this world, everything that we 

have held on to will stay behind except for the Word of God and the 

people we have shared Jesus with.  

The real question is; what are we going to share and what are we going 

hold on to. Our Heavenly Father has given us many blessings, by 

giving what we have been given; we become channels of God’s love. 

Generosity was lived out through Peter and John as they went to the 

temple to pray. They met a beggar whom they couldn’t help financially, 

but they gave him something much more valuable than money. From 

that one gift, many more received the same gift. 

 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To realize that we receive in order to give and it is by giving 

that we receive. 

– To understand some of the ways that we can give of ourselves 

to those around us and to the work of the Lord. 

 

 Attitude  

– To enjoy the grace of giving as we watch the Lord open the 

floodgates of heaven into our lives. 

– To rejoice in the glory that the Lord receives when people 

realize that God is providing everything that they need.  

 

 Actions  

– To generously give what we have been given.  

– To give people Jesus in everything that we do and to daily 

point people to Him who gives us all things. 

 

Memory Verse: 

Luke 6:38 “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 

down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. 

For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:  
Psalm 50:9-12; Mark 12:41-44; Luke 6:38; 1 Corinthians 4:7; 

2 Corinthian 9:5-15; James 1:27  



 144 

 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. When Peter and John go to the temple to pray, what are they 

going there to give? (Acts 3:1 They were going to give God 

their worship. Regardless of what they did or didn’t own, 

worship is something that overflowed from their hearts.) 

 

2. Why was the crippled man going to the temple? (Acts 3:2 He 

was intending to receive money from people. Since he 

couldn’t walk, he couldn’t work.) 

 

3. How did those who passed by see the crippled man? (Acts 3:2 

They saw him as a beggar, dependent and disfigured.) 

 

4. How did Peter and John see him? (Acts 3:4-7 They saw him as 

a person created by God, worthy of their attention and able to 

be healed.) 

 

5. What do Peter and John give the man? (Acts 3:6 They gave 

him the power of the name of Jesus; which in turn was the gift 

of healing.) 

 

6. What did the man do after he had been healed? (Acts 3:7-8 He 

went to the temple courts and was walking, jumping, and 

praising God. He was giving God the only thing that he had 

and the Lord was glorified through his simple gift. His healing 

gave testimony in front of everyone and that gave Peter and 

John an opportunity to tell all the people about Jesus.) 

 

7. Why did Jesus give healing to this man? (Acts 3:7 It was 

through the healing that the man would praise God, the crowd 

would be amazed and the testimony of Jesus and his power 

would be widely heard.) 

  

8. What are some of the contrasts that stand out from this text? 

(Peter and John have no money, but they give something 

priceless. The beggar asks for money, but receives Jesus. The 

man who cannot walk, jumps and leaps. The crowd who 

casually walked by the beggar now stands amazed at him.) 

  

9. What is the point of the Peter’s message? (Acts 3:12-19 It is 

all about Jesus, from the healing of the man, the drawing of 

the crowd, the conviction of their sins to the invitation to 
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repent.) 

 

10. What does Peter’s message have to do with generosity? (Acts 

3:12-19 The Father gave his Son so we might receive the 

forgiveness of sins. Jesus gave up His life but was raised from 

the dead. The people gave their lives, repented and turned to 

God so that their sins could be wiped out and so that times of 

refreshing could come from the Lord.) 

 

 

Application Questions: 

1. Like Peter and John, what are some of the ways that we can be 

giving our lives for Jesus Christ even in the normal activities 

of our lives? (Acts 3:1 We can take advantage of every 

situation to make Jesus known, in even the routine situations 

of our day, through prayer and through worship.) 

 

2. How are we like the crippled man? (Acts 3:2 We are 

dependent on many people. It feels like our needs are much 

greater than what we can give. We want more than we have 

and yet we don’t ask for what we really need.) 

 

3. How can we be like Peter and John? (Acts 3:3-7 We can give 

our attention to those with needs around us. We can meet their 

physical needs as well as their spiritual needs. We can look at 

people as people that God has made.) 

  

4. What has the Lord given us that we can give to others? (Acts 

3:8 We can give people Jesus through the Word, our testimony 

and our lives. We can share our possessions, which are not 

really ours anyway, and we can give ourselves.) 

 

5. What does generosity take on our part? (Acts 3:6-8 Generosity 

takes faith that the Lord will supply what we need. It takes 

surrender of everything we have to him. It takes love for other 

people.) 

 

6. How can we be living Holy Spirit directed lives? (We can be 

living lives directed by the Spirit by being in the Word of God, 

seeking His face, spending time in prayer, meditating on His 

will, and communing with Him.) 

 

7. How can we give glory to God through what He has given us? 

(Acts 3:8 Recognize that everything we have is from Him. 

Praise Him for all that we receive. Tell people about the 
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greatness of the Lord.) 

 

8. How should we respond when people try to give us praise or 

thanks? (Acts 3:12-19 Our response should be to give all of 

the praise and glory to God, who works in and through all 

things and who is the One causing all things to come together 

according to His plan.) 

 

9. Have you taken any of God’s generosity for granted? (Acts 

3:13-16) 

  

10. How has God’s generosity amazed you? 
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67.  Self-control 
Joseph and Potiphar’s Wife 

Genesis 39:1-23 

 

Genesis 39 

 
1
 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian 

who was one of Pharaoh's officials, the captain of the guard, bought 

him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there.  

 
2
 The LORD was with Joseph and he prospered, and he lived in the 

house of his Egyptian master. 
3
 When his master saw that the LORD 

was with him and that the LORD gave him success in everything he 

did, 
4
 Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar 

put him in charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care 

everything he owned. 
5
 From the time he put him in charge of his 

household and of all that he owned, the LORD blessed the household of 

the Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the LORD was on 

everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field. 
6
 So he left 

in Joseph's care everything he had; with Joseph in charge, he did not 

concern himself with anything except the food he ate.  

      Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, 
7
 and after a while his 

master's wife took notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!”  

 
8
 But he refused. “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does 

not concern himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he 

has entrusted to my care. 
9
 No one is greater in this house than I am. 

My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are 

his wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against 

God?” 
10

 And though she spoke to Joseph day after day, he refused to 

go to bed with her or even be with her.  

 
11

 One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of 

the household servants was inside. 
12

 She caught him by his cloak and 

said, “Come to bed with me!” But he left his cloak in her hand and ran 

out of the house.  

 
13

 When she saw that he had left his cloak in her hand and had run out 

of the house, 
14

 she called her household servants. “Look,” she said to 

them, “this Hebrew has been brought to us to make sport of us! He 

came in here to sleep with me, but I screamed. 
15

 When he heard me 

scream for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.”  

 
16

 She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home. 
17

 Then 

she told him this story: “That Hebrew slave you brought us came to me 

to make sport of me. 
18

 But as soon as I screamed for help, he left his 

cloak beside me and ran out of the house.”  
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19

 When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, “This is 

how your slave treated me,” he burned with anger. 
20

 Joseph's master 

took him and put him in prison, the place where the king's prisoners 

were confined.  

      But while Joseph was there in the prison, 
21

 the LORD was with 

him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the 

prison warden. 
22

 So the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held 

in the prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. 
23

 The warden paid no attention to anything under Joseph's care, 

because the LORD was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever 

he did. 
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Study Questions: Self-control 
Genesis 39:1-23 

 

Introduction: 

Self-control is one of the fruits of the Spirit. It is an attribute that gives 

evidence of God’s work in our lives. While it is a quality that we must 

develop, it is not something we can attain on our own. It is something 

that the Holy Spirit does in our lives. Perhaps a better title for this 

attribute is Spirit-control to indicate that the Holy Spirit is causing a 

desire that is contrary to our own nature. Thus, to be self-controlled 

means that the Spirit has more and more control of our lives and we are 

putting to death our sins of greed, lust and pride.  

We can see this in Joseph’s life because he submits his desires to the 

Lord. Joseph was put in charge of Potiphar’s whole home. He could 

have used it for his advantage, but he was working for the Lord. 

Potiphar’s wife tried to get him to have sex with her, but Joseph refused 

because it would have been a sin against the Lord. Later, Joseph’s 

brothers sold him as a slave, but when he answered his brothers he said, 

“You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good.” Genesis 

50:20 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand our sinful nature of lust of the eyes, lust of the 

flesh and pride and daily die to it.   

– To realize the need to be controlled by the Holy Spirit and 

desire to please the Lord. 

 

 Attitude  

– To detest sin to the point of desiring to be separate from it. 

– To trust God and call on him whenever the temptations come.  

 

 Actions  

– To live a life guarded and protected against the world, our 

flesh, and the devil which continually desire to tear us down 

and drag us into sin.   

– To flee from sin when we see it in our lives. 

 

Memory Verse:  
Proverbs 25:28 “Like a city whose walls are broken down is a man who 

lacks self-control.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:  
Proverbs 7:2-27; 25:28; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Galatians 5:16-25;  

2 Timothy 1:7; 2 Peter 1:5-7  
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Questions about the Story: 

1. Where was Joseph brought to and what was his position there? 

(Genesis 39:1 Joseph was brought to Egypt where he was 

purchased to serve as a slave to a man named Potiphar, one of 

Pharaoh’s officials.) 

 

2. What was the result of the Lord’s presence with Joseph? 

(Genesis 39:2-6 Because the LORD was with Joseph, he 

prospered and had success in everything that he did. The 

blessing was also on Potiphar, his house and his field.) 

 

3. Since Potiphar entrusted Joseph with everything, what does 

that say about him? (Genesis 39:4-6 Potiphar recognized 

Joseph’s ability, his character and integrity. He trusted Joseph 

and he could see an image of the Lord through him.) 

 

4. Why was the Lord with Joseph and why did he bless Potiphar? 

(Genesis 39:4-6 The LORD was with Joseph and blessed 

Potiphar because this was part of His plan. The Lord was 

preparing the way for Joseph to be the leader of Egypt and he 

was using his time with Potiphar to prepare him. The blessing 

was from the Lord and for His glory.) 

 

5. What does this text say about the Lord controlling Joseph? 

(Genesis 39:1-6 Joseph learned a new language, let go of the 

betrayal from his brothers, worked with all of his heart for a 

foreign master, carried out his duties faultlessly and showed 

integrity in everything that he did. More than anything, this 

shows that the Lord was at work in Joseph.) 

 

6. What was the attitude of Potiphar’s wife toward Joseph? 

(Genesis 39:7, 10 She began to take notice of him and began 

to desire him saying, “Come to bed with me.” She was a daily 

temptation for him and she had no self-control.) 

 

7. What does Joseph mean by his statement “to do such a wicked 

thing would be to sin against God?” (Genesis 39:8-10 It means 

that any sin is first against God. Committing adultery would 

have been sin and so would showing disrespect to Potiphar. It 

also means that Joseph continued to trust in the Lord in spite 

of the situation that he was in.) 
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8. How does Joseph show that the Lord controls him? (Genesis 

39:7-10 Although he could have thought that Potiphar’s wife 

was his master, this shows that Joseph was following a higher 

authority. He repeatedly set aside his own desires and even ran 

away from the temptation.) 

 

9. What is the bigger picture of what was going on regarding 

Joseph, the false accusations and his imprisonment? (Genesis 

39:13-20 From an earthly point of view it looks like the Lord 

is against Joseph. It appears like he is again in a hopeless 

situation. From the Lord’s point of view, Joseph had passed all 

of the tests in preparation to be the leader of Egypt and now he 

was put into the king’s prison to wait for the right time to be 

raised up.) 

 

10. How did each of these situations prepare Joseph to lead 

Egypt? (If Joseph was to direct Egypt for the Lord, he needed 

to be fully surrendered to the Lord in every area of his life. 

The betrayal, slavery, success, self-control and imprisonment 

were all of the steps needed to make Joseph the man the Lord 

needed him to be.) 

 

11. How did the Lord show Joseph His presence even in prison? 

(Genesis 39:21-23 The Lord showed him kindness and granted 

him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. Again Joseph was 

entrusted with everything and again the Lord gave him 

success.) 

 

12. What was the response of the warden after seeing that the 

Lord was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he 

did? (Genesis 39:23 When the warden saw that everything was 

blessed under Joseph, he paid no attention to anything under 

Joseph’s care.) 

 

Application Questions: 

1. Wherever we end up in this world, who can we rest assured 

will continually be with us? (We can count on the Lord God 

being with us wherever we go; in good and difficult places.) 

 

2. What are some of the times that you have seen God at work in 

your life and felt His presence with you? 

 

3. What is the result of centering on the Lord in our situations 

and bringing Him into our lives? (Genesis 39:5, 23 When our 

lives are centered on the Lord, He blesses us. This blessing 
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may not show itself financially, but it shows itself in the joy, 

love, peace, and patience that comes from the Lord.) 

 

4. Why does the Lord bless us? (Genesis 39:4-6 The Lord 

blesses us so that we can be a blessing to others, so that they 

can be introduced to the Lord and ultimately, He is glorified.) 

 

5. How do we show that the Lord is controlling us? (Genesis 

39:1-10 It is in every area of our life. It can be seen in our 

language, attitude, work ethic and integrity of our dealings. It 

is also obvious in how we handle temptation.) 

 

6. What are some of the temptations that we face? 

 

7. When we give into temptation and choose to sin, who is it that 

we are sinning against in our lives? (Genesis 39:9 Ultimately, 

we are sinning against God. While we are sinning against 

ourselves and toward other people, that sin more so separates 

us from God’s holiness.) 

 

8. What are some ways that you have practiced self-control in 

your life? What are some goals that you need to set? 

 

9. How can showing self-control and refusing the pleasure of sin 

be difficult? (Self-control is a battle within us, from those 

around us and from Satan himself. We battle the longing for 

things, the desire for pleasure and the sense of power. We 

want to be in control of our own lives.) 

 

10. Why is it extremely important for those in leadership to 

practice self-control? (In Christian leadership, any sin or fall 

into temptation causes a bad reputation for the Lord. It is easy 

for those in leadership to be targets of Satan. Our own desires 

go against the Lord’s will.) 

 

11. When is the time when we are most vulnerable to sin and 

temptation?  How can you be safeguarding yourself against 

that? (Genesis 39:11-12 When we are alone we are more 

vulnerable to temptation. Accountability partners can help 

guard us in the battle.) 

 

12. When we are confronted with the temptation of sin, what 

needs to be our response? (Genesis 39:11-12 We need to 

immediately flee from the situation and remove ourselves 
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from the temptation to fall into sin.) 

 

13. How can the presence or the blessing of the Lord be seen in 

our lives? 
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68. Humility 

Miriam, Aaron and Moses 

Numbers 12:1-15 

 

Numbers 12 
1
 Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite 

wife, for he had married a Cushite.  
2
 “Has the LORD spoken only through Moses?” they asked. “Hasn't he 

also spoken through us?” And the LORD heard this.  
3
 (Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else 

on the face of the earth.)  
4
 At once the LORD said to Moses, Aaron and Miriam, “Come out to 

the Tent of Meeting, all three of you.” So the three of them came out.    
5
 Then the LORD came down in a pillar of cloud; he stood at the 

entrance to the Tent and summoned Aaron and Miriam. When both of 

them stepped forward, 
6
 he said, “Listen to my words:  

       “When a prophet of the LORD is among you,  

       I reveal myself to him in visions,  

       I speak to him in dreams.  

 
7
 But this is not true of my servant Moses;  

       he is faithful in all my house.  

 
8
 With him I speak face to face,  

       clearly and not in riddles;  

       he sees the form of the LORD.  

       Why then were you not afraid  

       to speak against my servant Moses?”  

 
9
 The anger of the LORD burned against them, and he left them. 

10
 

When the cloud lifted from above the Tent, there stood Miriam—

leprous, like snow. Aaron turned toward her and saw that she had 

leprosy; 
11

 and he said to Moses, “Please, my lord, do not hold against 

us the sin we have so foolishly committed. 
12

 Do not let her be like a 

stillborn infant coming from its mother's womb with its flesh half eaten 

away.” 
13

 So Moses cried out to the LORD, “O God, please heal her!”  
14

 The LORD replied to Moses, “If her father had spit in her face, 

would she not have been in disgrace for seven days? Confine her 

outside the camp for seven days; after that she can be brought back.”  
15

 So Miriam was confined outside the camp for seven days, and the 

people did not move on till she was brought back.  
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Study Questions: Humility 
Numbers 12:1-15 

 

Introduction: 

Our nature is prone to self-recognition, admiration and praise. We put 

others down in order to build ourselves up. Pride is dangerous because 

it is an attitude that says we don’t need anyone else and then it 

separates us from the One who can save us. In Philippians, it says our 

attitude should be the same as that of Jesus, who took on the very 

nature of a servant, humbled himself and became obedient to death – 

even death on a cross. That cross is what makes the way possible for us 

to stand in God’s presence. 

Aaron and Miriam, Moses’ brother and sister, had been leaders along-

side of him since he was called to lead the people out of Egypt. It can 

be difficult to follow someone, especially if it is your younger brother. 

In this text, Miriam and Aaron grumble over Moses wife. They have a 

complaining spirit that comes out of an attitude of pride. God says 

throughout the Bible that He detests a proud heart.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To acknowledge that God alone is supreme and that we are 

nothing without Him.   

– To recognize the dangerous attitude of pride in our lives that 

separates us from God.  

 

 Attitude  

– To believe in our hearts that the Lord truly must increase and 

that we must decrease in our lives. 

– To be humble is not to think more of ourselves or less of 

ourselves; rather it is just not to think of ourselves. 

 

 Actions  

– To walk humbly before the Lord in our lives and to reflect all 

glory to Him that comes our way. 

 

Memory Verses: 
Micah 6:8 “He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does 

the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 

humbly with your God.” 

James 4:6b “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:  
Micah 6:8; Matthew 18:1-4, 15-17; 23:11-12; Luke 22:26; Ephesians 

4:2; Philippians 2:3-11; Colossians 3:23-24; James 4:6-7; 1 Peter 5:5  
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Questions about the Story: 

1. What does Miriam and Aaron’s question reveal? (Numbers 

12:2-3 It reveals that they were thinking about themselves, it 

reveals their pride and their jealousy. It also reveals the sharp 

contrast to the statement about Moses’ humility.) 

 

2. How is Moses’ humility displayed in this text? (Numbers 3:3, 

13 He is listed as the most humble man on earth, he also cried 

out to the Lord for Miriam rather than thinking about himself.) 

 

3. What stands out about the Lord’s response to their grumbling?  

(Numbers 12:2-5 The Lord heard the grumbling and knew 

what they had said. He called them out immediately and He 

came down to speak to them in a pillar of cloud.) 

 

4. What did the Lord want them to understand? (Numbers  

12:6-8 The Lord reveals himself to whom he chooses. It is not 

ours to decide to whom or when the Lord gives his message. 

To speak against the one who brings the message of the Lord 

is to speak against the Lord himself. We must stand in 

reverent fear and awe before the Lord.) 

 

5. What happened to Aaron and Miriam’s pride when they were 

standing before the Lord? (Numbers 12:8-12 They could say 

anything in response to the Lord. They could not do anything 

except to admit their foolish sin and plead for Moses to have 

mercy on them.) 

 

6. Why would pride be a barrier to stand before the Lord? 

(Numbers 12:6-8 Pride in any amount or any form is an 

attitude that separates us from God. It is the thought that we 

are something in and of ourselves rather than the humble 

recognition that the Lord alone is God.) 

 

7. Why was the Lord angry with Aaron and Miriam? (Numbers 

12:9 He was angry with them for their disrespect of His 

chosen messenger. That attitude, if it continued, would have 

destroyed Moses’ reputation before all of the people and left 

them without a leader, a spokesman and an intercessor before 

the Lord.) 

 

8. Why did the Lord cause Miriam to become leprous? (Numbers 

12:10 It was the Lord’s discipline on her. It was a physical 
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lesson that the Lord used to humble both of them.) 

 

9. What does Aaron’s response to Miriam’s leprosy say? 

(Numbers 12:11 Aaron’s response shows that he understood 

because he was repentant, he admitted his foolish sin and he 

cried for mercy.) 

 

10. How is Moses similar to Jesus in this text? (Numbers  

12:3, 8, 13 Although Jesus was God, He humbled himself to 

the point of death, prayed to the Father on our behalf and 

made it possible for us to be in relationship with God.) 

 

 

Application Questions: 

1. Why can pride be extremely dangerous for those who are in 

leadership/ministry? (Numbers 12:2 Those who are in 

leadership are doing things where people look to them, respect 

them, and thank them for their work. We can begin to think 

that it is all about us. Pride also destroys unity.) 

 

2. Who is the most humble person you know? Why are they 

known for that? (Numbers 12:3) 

 

3. How should we receive praise correctly?? (When those around 

us acknowledge our service for the Lord, we should 

continually point them to the Lord.) 

 

4. Who is the One from whom we can never hide our sin and 

who is there at all times to see and hear what is going on? 

(Numbers 12:2 The Lord is continually around us all the time 

and is intricately involved in our lives so that He is aware of 

every thought we think, word we say, and thing we do.) 

 

5. When people look at your life, how are you viewed by those 

who know you? (Numbers 12:3) 

 

6. What is the attitude of the Lord toward His servants? 

(Numbers 12:2-8 The Lord watches over and protects those 

doing His ministry. He is faithful to them as they are faithful 

to His Word.) 

 

7. What kind of respect should we have towards those who are in 

positions of ministry and service to the Lord? (Numbers 12:8 

We should not slander and disrespect them, but instead 

acknowledge them as representatives of God and His 
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ambassadors to His people.) 

 

8. How would your attitude be different if you were standing 

before the Lord? (Numbers 12:5) 

 

9. How does God handle sin in someone’s life? (Numbers 12:10 

All sin must be punished because God is a just God and is 

Holy, but His desire is to bring us back to a right relationship 

with Him.) 

 

10. When the Lord punishes us, what should be our response? 

(Numbers 12:11-12 Our response must be to repent and ask 

for mercy.) 

 

11. Why does God allow punishments in our lives? (Numbers 

12:14 At times the Lord brings difficulties and hardships into 

our lives in order to humble us and cause us to depend on 

Him.) 

 

12. If Moses is like Jesus, what would Jesus do for you? 

(Numbers 12:3, 8, 13 Jesus makes it possible to know the 

Father, he cries out to the Father on your behalf and he came 

to earth to provide the way out of the slavery of sin.)  
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69.  Perseverance  
Paul’s Stoning 

Acts 14:8-22 

 

Acts 14 
8
In Lystra there sat a man crippled in his feet, who was lame from birth 

and had never walked.  

9
He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked directly at him, 

saw that he had faith to be healed 
10

and called out, “Stand up on your 

feet!” At that, the man jumped up and began to walk.  

11
When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the 

Lycaonian language, “The gods have come down to us in human 

form!” 
12

Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes 

because he was the chief speaker. 
13

The priest of Zeus, whose temple 

was just outside the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates 

because he and the crowd wanted to offer sacrifices to them.  

14
But when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their 

clothes and rushed out into the crowd, shouting: 
15

 “Men, why are you 

doing this? We too are only men, human like you. We are bringing you 

good news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the living 

God, who made heaven and earth and sea and everything in them. 
16

In 

the past, he let all nations go their own way. 
17

Yet he has not left 

himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain 

from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of 

food and fills your hearts with joy.” 
18

Even with these words, they had 

difficulty keeping the crowd from sacrificing to them.  

19
Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd 

over. They stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he 

was dead. 
20

But after the disciples had gathered around him, he got up 

and went back into the city. The next day he and Barnabas left for 

Derbe.  

21
They preached the good news in that city and won a large number of 

disciples. Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 
22

strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to 

the faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of 

God,” they said. 
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Study Questions: Perseverance  
Acts 14:8-22 

 
Introduction: 

During hard times; we may want to give up—when the going gets 

tough, we want to quit. It may seem as if the whole world is against us, 

especially if we are proclaiming Jesus in a place that is resisting God. 

However, the Lord calls us to “run with perseverance the race marked 

out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 

faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross.” Whether it is 

enduring persecution, being mocked, discouraged, or fighting against 

our own flesh, we can stand firm in Jesus and be faithful to the calling 

He has given us.  

Paul and Barnabas saw great successes and great struggles in their 

ministry. In Lystra, both their successes and their struggles happened 

within moments of each other. Paul continued his ministry in the midst 

of possible death, unwavering in the Lord’s calling because he his Lord 

had endured the cross before him. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To recall that Christ endured the cross, defeated Satan and 

won the victory.   

– To remember with Paul that Christ’s grace is sufficient for us, 

for His power is made perfect in weakness.”  

– To know that perseverance is a state of dependence on Jesus. 

 

 Attitude  

– To trust that He who calls you is faithful, and He will do it. 

– To believe that we can do all things through Christ who 

strengthens us.  

 

 Actions  

– To continue serving Him because we have not yet persevered 

to the point of shedding blood. 

– To go forward in confidence because the one who is in you is 

greater than the one who is in the world. 

 

Memory Verse:  
Hebrews 12:1 “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great 

cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin 

that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race 

marked out for us.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:   
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Luke 9:62; Romans 5:3-5; 2 Corinthians 11:22-33; Galatians 2:20; 2 

Timothy 2:3; 4:3, 7; Hebrews 12:1-3; James 1:2-4 

Questions about the Story: 

1. How does the crippled man relate to the topic of 

perseverance? (Acts 14:8 Life is hard for a healthy person; 

imagine the challenge for this man, crippled in his feet, lame 

from birth and never able to walk.) 

 

2. What things happened for this man to be instantly healed? 

(Acts 14:9-10 Paul noticed the crippled man; he saw the man’s 

faith; Paul publically challenged the man to stand up; and the 

man acted in faith.) 

 

3. Why did the crowd equate Paul and Barnabas with Zeus and 

Hermes?  (Acts 14:11 Those are the gods that they were 

familiar with and the ones that they worshiped. They knew 

only God could heal like this.) 

 

4. What does the crowd’s response indicate? (Acts 14:11-13 It 

indicates that they were looking for a god to worship. They 

expected that a god would come down to earth. They believed 

that offering sacrifices to them was the way to please them.) 

 

5. How does the crowd’s perception of a god differ from the 

living God?  (Acts 14:13-17 The worship of Zeus and Hermes 

required bulls and wreaths. Paul called all of this “worthless 

things” compared to the living God. Jesus came down to give 

his life as the sacrifice rather than to receive sacrifices.) 

 

6. Why did Paul and Barnabas tear their clothes and run into the 

crowd? (Acts 14:14-15 In a moment, they realized that the 

great success of the man’s healing had led to the problem of 

the whole crowd misunderstanding the message of Jesus. It 

was just opposite of what they wanted the crowd to hear.) 

 

7. What did Paul and Barnabas tell the crowds they were 

bringing to them? (Acts 14:15 Paul and Barnabas told the 

people that they were only bringing them the good news, and a 

message of repentance, to turn from worthless things to the 

living God.) 

 

8. How could the crowd quickly go from wanting to worship 

Paul to stoning him? (Acts 14:19 The people had their own 

idea of how to worship. The Jews won the crowd over, but the 
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people were not listening to Paul and Barnabas.) 

 

9. How do Paul and Barnabas display perseverance in this text? 

(Acts 14:20 They preached Jesus even though they were far 

from home, with a people of a different language, who 

misunderstood them, tried to worshiped them and then turned 

and stoned him.) 

 

10. What would have been lost if Paul and Barnabas quit after the 

attempted stoning? (Acts 14:21-22 The large number of 

people in Derbe would never have become disciples of Jesus 

and the churches in Lystra, Iconium and Antioch would not 

have been encouraged.) 

 

11. What were Paul and Barnabas saying regarding the kingdom 

of God? (Acts 14:22 They were saying that there is a war 

going on for the souls of men and that there are many 

hardships or obstacles both for those who are bringing the 

kingdom of God and for those who are receiving it.) 

 

 

Application Questions: 

1. How is life hard and require perseverance from us? (Acts  

14:8-9 Every person has their own crippling challenges that 

they face. There are physical, mental, emotional and spiritual 

battles. Sometimes God gives us perseverance for the daily 

battles and sometimes He gives us victory over the battles.) 

 

2. What kind of kind of things do we need to trust the Lord in? 

(Acts 14:9-10 We need to trust the Lord with His ability to 

answer prayer and perform miracles in our lives. We also need 

to trust the Lord for His grace to persevere through trials.) 

 

3. What are some examples of times when you have 

demonstrated your faith in the Lord? 

 

4. What are some of the characteristics of a man of faith, as 

demonstrated by Paul and the crippled man jointly? (Acts 

14:8-10 Those of faith shine their faith to those around them.  

(Acts 14:9) - Those of faith call out for the work of God in 

trust that He can/will do it.  (Acts 14:10) - Those of faith 

respond to challenges by trusting in the Lord without 

hesitancy.) 
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5. What kind of response can the world have toward those who 

are walking with the Lord? (Acts 14:11 They can be 

misunderstood. Even though they are trying to communicate 

one message, it can be interpreted in a completely separate 

way.) 

   

6. How do we, like the people of Lystra, often worship people 

rather than God? (Acts 14:13, 18 We also give great honor to 

people such as athletes, actors, politicians, and even 

preachers.) 

 

7. How do we respond when we are given honor, respect or 

when people are looking at us as great? (Acts 14:14-15 Instead 

of tearing our clothes and mourning, it is tempting for us to 

enjoy it and be full of pride.) 

 

8. In what ways do we respond when we have the attention of 

those around us? Do we persevere in the call that is before us, 

or are we easily distracted by the world? 

 

9. When do crowds turn on us and how do they do it? (Acts 

14:19 When people are seeking their own agenda, anything 

that gets in the way of that agenda may be considered a threat. 

Instead of throwing stones, people throw words that can hurt 

deeply. 2 Timothy 2:3) 

 

10. What things cause us to want to quit and how can we 

persevere? (Acts 14:20-21 When we are physically exhausted, 

verbally attacked, emotionally beat or spiritually drained we 

can feel like we are left for dead. It is only the strength of the 

Lord and those gathered around us that give us the 

perseverance to continue. Hebrews 12:1-3) 

 

11. Why does God allow trials to come to us? (14:22 It is through 

trials that we are refined, our faith is tested and we die to our 

flesh. In 2 Corinthians 11:22-33, Paul said that he would boast 

about his weakness, that Christ’s power would rest on him. 

James 1:2-3 says, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, 

whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know the 

testing of your faith develops perseverance.”) 

 

12. How do trials cause us to enter the kingdom of God? (Acts 

14:22 The trials on this earth cause us to long for heaven. 

They reveal our need for Jesus and they show us that He is our 

rock, shield and savior. He will carry us through anything.) 
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70.    Faith  
David and Goliath 

1 Samuel 17:4-9, 32-51 

 

1 Samuel 17 

 
4
 A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the 

Philistine camp. He was over nine feet tall. 
5
 He had a bronze helmet on 

his head and wore a coat of scale armor of bronze weighing five 

thousand shekels; 
6
 on his legs he wore bronze greaves, and a bronze 

javelin was slung on his back. 
7
 His spear shaft was like a weaver's rod, 

and its iron point weighed six hundred shekels. His shield bearer went 

ahead of him.  

 

 
8
 Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why do you come 

out and line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the 

servants of Saul? Choose a man and have him come down to me. 
9
 If he 

is able to fight and kill me, we will become your subjects; but if I 

overcome him and kill him, you will become our subjects and serve 

us.” 

 

 
32

 David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this 

Philistine; your servant will go and fight him.”  

 

 
33

 Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and 

fight him; you are only a boy, and he has been a fighting man from his 

youth.”  

 

 
34

 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father's 

sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the 

flock, 
35

 I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. 

When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 
36

 

Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised 

Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of 

the living God. 
37

 The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the 

lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this 

Philistine.”  

 

Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you.”   

 
38

 Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on 

him and a bronze helmet on his head. 
39

 David fastened on his sword 

over the tunic and tried walking around, because he was not used to 

them.   
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 “I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am not used to 

them.” So he took them off. 
40

 Then he took his staff in his hand, chose 

five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his 

shepherd's bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the 

Philistine.  

 

 
41

 Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, 

kept coming closer to David. 
42

 He looked David over and saw that he 

was only a boy, ruddy and handsome, and he despised him. 
43

 He said 

to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?” And the 

Philistine cursed David by his gods. 
44

 “Come here,” he said, “and I'll 

give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!”  

 

 
45

 David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and 

spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD 

Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 
46

 

This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I'll strike you down 

and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine 

army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole 

world will know that there is a God in Israel. 
47

 All those gathered here 

will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the 

battle is the LORD's, and he will give all of you into our hands.”  

 

 
48

 As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly 

toward the battle line to meet him. 
49

 Reaching into his bag and taking 

out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The 

stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground.  
50

 So 

David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a 

sword in his hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him.  

 

 
51

 David ran and stood over him. He took hold of the Philistine's sword 

and drew it from the scabbard. After he killed him, he cut off his head 

with the sword.       

 

 When the Philistines saw that their hero was dead, they turned and ran. 
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Study Questions: Faith 
1 Samuel 17:4-9, 32-51 

 
Introduction: 

Why would this young shepherd boy named David go to fight against a 

large man, a giant, who was well protected and well trained? He had 

faith. Not a blind faith that was unaware of the danger, but a confident 

faith in the Lord that came from his own experiences of God’s 

protection. Faith is demonstrated throughout the Word of God. In the 

Word we see many who followed the Lord wholeheartedly. The things 

that the Lord asked of them often seemed impossible, but with the 

Lord, all things are possible. The Lord showed His faithfulness to Noah 

who built the ark and God saved them from the flood; to Abraham who 

set off to an unknown land and God made him into a great nation; to 

Moses who went back to Egypt and God used him to lead out the 

people of Israel. However, every time God called someone to be His 

servant, it required faith, now David steps forward in faith to fight 

Goliath. The battle that he fought was not his own, he said, “The battle 

is the Lord’s.” We also face a faith battle against sin and Satan, but that 

battle is also the Lord’s. As Goliath fell with a stone, so also Satan was 

defeated by Jesus death on the cross. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand that we can trust the immortal, eternal, all-

powerful God. He alone is faithful.  

– To realize that putting our faith in anything else would be to 

put our faith in something that will fail and crumble. 

 

 Attitude  

– To trust the Lord in every battle that we face. 

– To be confident that He who began a good work in you will be 

faithful to complete it. 

 

 Actions  

– To go forward with the tasks that the Lord gives us because 

He is faithful to complete it. 

 

Memory Verses:  
Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain 

of what we do not see.” 

Hebrews 11:6 “And without faith it is impossible to please God, 

because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that 

he rewards those who earnestly seek him.” 
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Scriptures for Further Study:  
Joshua 1:9; Psalm 18; Habakkuk 2:4; Luke 7:1-10; 17:6; Romans 4:1-

9; 10:17; 1 Corinthians 16:13; 1 Timothy 4:12; Hebrews 11 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. What makes Goliath a fearful foe? (1 Samuel 17:4-7 He was a 

champion, he was over nine feet tall, he was equipped with a 

bronze helmet, a coat of scale armor of bronze, bronze greaves 

for his legs, a bronze javelin around his back, and a shield 

bearer in front of him.) 

 

2. What is behind the content of Goliath’s challenge? (1 Samuel 

17:8-9 In his challenge, he is causing the Israelites to doubt, 

question and fear. He is intending to destroy the Israelites 

confidence and to make them lose heart before the battle was 

even fought. The mental battle is half of the victory.) 

 

3. What does David’s response to Goliath show? (1 Samuel 

17:32 David’s response showed that he had confidence or faith 

in the Lord. He fought “this Philistine” for mocking the people 

of God.) 

 

4. What does Saul’s response show? (1 Samuel 17:33 Saul was 

only seeing the situation from man’s perspective. To him it 

was impossible and foolish.) 

 

5. How did the Lord’s protection in the past give David 

confidence for the present? (1 Samuel 17:34-37 If the Lord 

protected David against a lion and a bear when they attacked 

his father’s flock then He would do the same again. David had 

faith in the Lord.) 

 

6. What did David say was the reason the Philistine would be 

like the killed lion and bear? (1 Samuel 17:36 Goliath would 

be slain just the same since he had defied the armies of the 

living God.) 

 

7. How does Saul contradict his message by saying “the Lord be 

with you” and then giving David his own armor? (1 Samuel 

17:37-39 The one is a protection from God while the other is a 

protection of man.) 
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8. What are some of the contrasts between David and Goliath as 

they go into battle? (1 Samuel 17:39-47 David had no armor, 

Goliath had everything; David carried a stick, stones and a 

sling compared to Goliath’s sword, spear and shield. Goliath 

cursed David with the name of his gods; David went against 

Goliath in the name of the Lord.) 

 

9. What did David say was the purpose of the battle? (1 Samuel 

17:46-47 That the whole world would know that there is a 

God in Israel and that the Lord does not save by sword or 

spear.) 

 

10. Why would David say what he did to Goliath? (1 Samuel  

17:45-47 David pointed out that Goliath was fighting the Lord 

Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel whom he had defied. 

David made it clear that this battle would be a testimony to the 

world that there is a God in Israel and that this battle would be 

won by the Lord who saves.) 

 

11. What was the characteristic of David’s faith? (1 Samuel 

17:39-40, 46-47 David was not concerned with the physical 

things around him and what he could come up with that would 

make the most sense, rather he trusted in the Lord as able to 

use him just as he was and he was confident of the result.) 

 

12. How did David live and fight for the Lord’s glory? (1 Samuel 

17:46-47 He made it clear through what he said that this was 

the Lord’s battle. David trusted the Lord and gave Him the 

credit for defeating Goliath.) 

 

13. What does the response of the Philistine army say about their 

faith? (1 Samuel 17:51 They had trusted in a dead hero.) 

 

Application Questions: 

1. What are the fearful foes or overwhelming tasks and problems 

that we face? (1 Samuel 17:4-7 We face problems, like 

Goliath, that are impossible in our own strength.) 

 

2. What causes us to doubt, fear and question God’s ability to 

save us? (1 Samuel 17:8-9 Like the Israelites, we can lose 

heart and lose the battle of our minds. When we look to 

ourselves, we will always fall short, but when we look to the 

Lord, we can be fully confident.) 
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3. How can we be confident when problems come? (1 Samuel 

17:32 We can have confidence in the Lord, but not in 

ourselves.) 

 

4. How do those around us respond when they see us stepping 

out in faith? What should our response be to them? (1 Samuel 

17:33 Many times when people see us stepping out in faith 

they respond with hesitancy and uncertainty. However, we 

must not let this discourage us. We must listen to God rather 

than men.) 

 

5. What can we look to in the past to solidify our faith in the 

Lord for the future? (1 Samuel 17:34-37 We can look to the 

past when God has been faithful to us, but we must look to 

Jesus and his faithfulness above all.) 

 

6. When have we seen the Lord’s faithfulness to us?  

 

7. What are some things we put our faith in apart from the Lord? 

(1 Samuel 17:38-39 We can put our faith in other people to 

help us or save us. We can put our faith in our abilities, our 

money or our knowledge.) 

 

8. What are some of the contrasts between a life lived in faith 

versus one without it? (1 Samuel 17:39-47 A life of faith is 

one that reads, listens to and obeys God’s Word. It is a life full 

of the fruit of the Spirit confident in where the Lord is leading. 

A life without faith is confident in things that can fail. It is a 

life of doubts and questions unsure of the future.) 

 

9. What kind of faith are we showing in God when we trust in 

Him but decide to make many backup plans just in case His 

plan doesn’t work out? (We are showing that we don’t really 

trust Him but rather we are trusting in our capability and 

ability to discern the situation better than God.) 

 

10. How do our lives show that the Lord is God Almighty?  

(1 Samuel 17:45-47 When we live in confidence that the Lord 

is with us, people can see it. When we speak with the authority 

of God’s Word, people can hear His Truth proclaimed.) 

 

11. Who is the Lord able to use as His tool for the revelation of 

His glory? (1 Samuel 17:42 The Lord is able to use all, no 

matter their age or physical ability in order to do great things 
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for Him, when their trust is fixated on Him.) 

 

12. Whose glory are you living for in your own life? 

13. In what manner should we approach that which the Lord has 

put before us to do? (1 Samuel 17:48 We should run quickly 

to confront it and approach it with readiness.) 

 

 

 



 171 



 172 

 



 173 

71. Worship  
John 4:4-26 

 

John 4 
4
Now he had to go through Samaria. 

5
So he came to a town in Samaria 

called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son 

Joseph. 
6
Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the 

journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour.  

 
7
When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, 

"Will you give me a drink?" 
8
(His disciples had gone into the town to 

buy food.)  
9
The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I 

am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews 

do not associate with Samaritans.)  

 
10

Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that 

asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have 

given you living water."  
11

"Sir," the woman said, "you have nothing to 

draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 
12

Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank 

from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?"  

 
13

Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty 

again, 
14

but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. 

Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water 

welling up to eternal life."  
15

The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this 

water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw 

water."  

 
16

He told her, "Go, call your husband and come back."  
17

"I have no 

husband," she replied.  Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say 

you have no husband. 
18

The fact is, you have had five husbands, and 

the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is 

quite true."  

 
19

"Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. 
20

Our fathers 

worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where 

we must worship is in Jerusalem."  

 
21

Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will 

worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 
22

You 

Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do 

know, for salvation is from the Jews. 
23

Yet a time is coming and has 

now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 

and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 
24

God is 

spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth."  
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25

The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. 

When he comes, he will explain everything to us."  

 
26

Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he." 
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Study Questions: Worship 
John 4:4-26 

 

Introduction: 

Worship is often confused with singing songs and praising the Lord. 

However, worship is much more; worship is a lifestyle. It includes 

praising God with our voices, but it includes all other aspects of our 

relationship with the Lord as well. Our interaction with others and the 

way we live our daily lives are also part of worship. Worship is the 

dedication of everything in our lives to the Lord. It means bringing 

honor and glory to God in everything we do! (John 17:4) 

When Jesus was in Samaria, he began talking with a woman who had 

come out to the well to get water. He began to talk with her about the 

gift of God, living water, her personal life as well as the topic of 

worship. This Samaritan woman’s life changed from worshiping what 

she did not know to worshiping Jesus, the Messiah.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand that worship is a lifestyle. It is a life lived for 

the Lord’s glory. 

– To recognize the importance of worshiping in spirit and in 

truth; connecting both the emotional response and the truth of 

God’s Word. 

 

 Attitude  

– To have the deep joy the come from the overflowing living 

water of a relationship with Jesus.  

 

 Actions  

– To allow the Holy Spirit to take control of our lives. 

– To “offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing 

to God—this is your true and proper worship.”  

 

Memory Verses:  
Colossians 3:15-17 “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as 

members of one body you were called to peace.  And be thankful.  Let 

the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one 

another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual 

songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.  And whatever you do, 

whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him.” 

Hebrews 10:25 “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the 

habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as 

you see the Day approaching.” 
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Scriptures for Further Study:  
Psalm 150; John 4:23-24; Acts 2:42-48; 16:13-33; Ephesians 5:19-22; 

Colossians 3:12-17; Hebrews 10:19-25  

 

Questions about the Story: 
1. How did Jesus live intentionally by going through Samaria? 

What does that have to do with worship? (John 4:4 Worship is 

intentionally glorifying the Lord in everything we do. Jesus 

could have taken other paths to travel to Jerusalem, but he 

intentionally chose this path.) 

 

2. How does Jesus’ state of being tired affect his ability to live 

for His Father? (John 4:6-7 As a man, Jesus had physical 

limits to what He could do, but he still took this opportunity to 

point a woman to the Lord.) 

 

3. What were some of the cultural taboos that Jesus was breaking 

by talking to the Samaritan woman? (John 4:9, 27 Jesus, as a 

man, was talking to a woman and as a Jew, He was talking to 

a Samaritan. The Jews did not associate with the Samaritans.) 

 

4. How does Jesus choose to relate with someone from a very 

different background? (John 4:7-14 Jesus chooses to relate to 

the Samaritan woman by using water, a very normal and 

common thing, to express the truths of God and the kingdom 

of heaven.) 

 

5. What does He offer to the Samaritan woman? (John 4:10, 14 

Jesus explains to the woman that He is able to offer her living 

water that would spring up to eternal life. ) 

 

6. What perceived barriers does the woman have in regard to 

receiving this living water? (John 4:11 The woman only sees 

things from a physical point of view such as the deep well and 

nothing to draw it with. She even compares Jesus with Jacob’s 

greatness.) 

  

7. How does Jesus cause the woman to think about eternal things 

rather than just getting water? (John 4:13-15 Jesus causes her 

to think about living water; something that would be 

refreshing forever. Something that would give eternal life.) 

  



 177 

8. How is the woman’s request for the living water selfishly 

motivated? (John 4:15 She wants to quench her physical thirst 

and avoid the effort involved of going to draw water.) 

 

9. Why does Jesus tell the woman to call her husband? (John 

4:16-18 Jesus reveals her past and present sin and the fact that 

she has not been satisfied or content. He shows her need of the 

forgiveness and new life that He has to offer.) 

 

10. What is the woman’s last excuse or barrier that she presents to 

Jesus? (John 4:19-20 She points to the differences between the 

Samaritans and the Jews and their perceptions of worship or 

the religious aspects of worship.) 

 

11. What does Jesus tell the woman regarding worship? (John 

4:21-25 Worship is not about a place or a religion. Worship is 

a response to what the Lord has done to bring salvation and 

the truth of God’s Word. Jesus also said that true worshipers 

would worship the Father in spirit and in truth in contrast to 

religious duty or obligation.) 

 

12. Summarize some challenges that this text describes to living 

intentionally for the Lord? (John 4:6-22 Some of the 

challenges include: physical exhaustion, social barriers, 

mental barriers, selfish thoughts, artificial boundaries and a 

lack of knowledge.) 

   

13. What is significant in Jesus statement that He is the Messiah? 

(John 4:25-26 He has the authority to “explain everything” to 

her, He knows what true worship is and she doesn’t need to 

wait any longer.) 

 

.  

Application Questions: 

1. What is worship? (To praise, adore, honor, and respect God in 

our words and actions. Romans 12:1 describes it as being “a 

living sacrifice which is your spiritual act of worship.”) 

 

2. How do the paths we choose affect how our life is lived for the 

Lord? (John 4:4 We can choose paths that bring us into 

ministry situations or we can avoid them. We can choose to 

worship or we can avoid it.) 
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3. When we are tired, does that affect how we interact with 

people? (John 4:6-7) 

  

4. What social barriers do we face in sharing the gospel? (John 

4:8 There are people in our society that are considered 

outcasts and there are others that we choose not to associate 

with.) 

 

5. Who is worship to include? Should there be any distinctions or 

discriminations? (John 4:9 Worship is something that should 

include men, women, and children from every race or 

background, because in Christ we are all part of one body.) 

 

6. How can we reach across social barriers to point people to 

Jesus? (John 4:10 There are many simple things that can 

bridge the gap between people that can be a bridge to the 

gospel.) 

 

7. How does living water relate to worship? (John 4:10 Worship 

is a response that comes from a personal relationship with 

Jesus. It is renewing and refreshing.) 

 

8. What false barriers or distractions do we have in regard to 

worship? (John 4:11 We can have many mental barriers to 

seeking and worshiping God, as well as things that distract us 

from living completely for the Lord. Satan, ourselves and 

other gods are all distractions to true worship. Exodus 20:3-6; 

Matthew 4:8-10) 

 

9. What types of selfish motivations get in the way of our 

worship to the Lord? (John 4:15 We can have an attitude that 

worship is about what we receive or how we feel rather than 

about what we give or how we can please God.) 

 

10. What reasons do we have to worship the Lord God? (John 

4:13-19 We have many reasons to worship and praise the Lord 

God, primarily for our salvation, but also for His character. He 

is all knowing, all powerful and everywhere present.) 

 

11. Does it matter where we meet for worship? Why? (John 4:21 

The place does not matter as God is Spirit and is not confined 

by temples made by human hands. He is everywhere and so 

He may be praised and worshiped everywhere.) 
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12. Why must we as the worshipers of God worship in spirit and 

in truth? (John 4:23-24 We must worship in spirit and in truth 

for God is Spirit and Truth. Worship is a response of emotion 

as well as knowledge.) 

13. What reason does Jesus give us in this passage of why we 

should praise and adore Him? (John 4:26 As Jesus plainly 

stated that He was the Messiah who was to come, we can 

worship and adore Him as the One who has come to save us 

from our sins.) 
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72.  Bible Study 
The Scattered Church & The Road to Emmaus  

Acts 11:19-26 & Luke 24:13-32 

 

Acts 11 
19

Now those who had been scattered by the persecution in connection 

with Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, telling 

the message only to Jews. 
20

Some of them, however, men from Cyprus 

and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling 

them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 
21

The Lord's hand was with 

them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord.  

 
22

News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they 

sent Barnabas to Antioch. 
23

When he arrived and saw the evidence of 

the grace of God, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true 

to the Lord with all their hearts. 
24

He was a good man, full of the Holy 

Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.  

 
25

Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 
26

and when he found 

him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul 

met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples 

were called Christians first at Antioch. 

Luke 24 
13

Now that same day two of them were going to a village called 

Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 
14

They were talking with 

each other about everything that had happened. 
15

As they talked and 

discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and 

walked along with them; 
16

but they were kept from recognizing him.  

 
17

He asked them, "What are you discussing together as you walk 

along?"  

   They stood still, their faces downcast. 
18

One of them, named Cleopas, 

asked him, "Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not know the 

things that have happened there in these days?"  

 
19

"What things?" he asked.  

   "About Jesus of Nazareth," they replied. "He was a prophet, powerful 

in word and deed before God and all the people. 
20

The chief priests and 

our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified 

him; 
21

but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem 

Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 
22

In 

addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early 

this morning 
23

but didn't find his body. They came and told us that they 

had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 
24

Then some of our 
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companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, 

but him they did not see."  

 
25

He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to 

believe all that the prophets have spoken! 
26

Did not the Christ have to 

suffer these things and then enter his glory?" 
27

And beginning with 

Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all 

the Scriptures concerning himself.  

 
28

As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted 

as if he were going farther. 
29

But they urged him strongly, "Stay with 

us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over." So he went in to 

stay with them.  

 
30

When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, 

broke it and began to give it to them. 
31

Then their eyes were opened 

and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 
32

They 

asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he 

talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?" 
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Study Questions: Bible Study 
Acts 11:19-26 & Luke 24:13-32 

 

Introduction: 

The first thing that the large numbers of new Christians needed in 

Antioch was to be taught. Paul and Barnabas took a year to do so. After 

Jesus was raised from the dead, the first thing that his disciples needed 

was Scripture explained to them. Jesus did that. The Word of God, 

which we have been entrusted with for our spiritual growth is essential 

for our daily relationship with Jesus. It is in the Word that we know 

Him in a living way because He is the living Word of God.  “The Word 

became flesh and made His dwelling among us.” (John 1:14)  

Unfortunately, it is easy to be distracted and occupy our time with 

many other things besides God’s Word. We attempt to rely on our own 

wisdom and counsel instead of looking in the Bible. The Bible is the 

very words of God. His Word is unchanging, accurate and applicable 

through all of time. It is essential to study the Word of God and allow it 

to be a “lamp unto our feet, and a light unto our path” (Psalm 119:105).  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand that the Word is a mirror, curb, and guide for 

our lives. It shows us our need for God, keeps us on the right 

path, and leads us to a relationship with Jesus.  

– To realize our need to study God’s Word daily in order to stay 

in a close relationship with Him.  

 

 Attitude  

– To hunger for God’s Word as daily bread. 

 

 Actions  

– To set aside time daily to read God’s Word.   

– To meditate on His Word and His will for our lives. 

 

Memory Verses:  
Psalm 119:9-11 “How can a young man keep his way pure?  By living 

according to your word.  I seek you with all my heart; do not let me 

stray from your commands.  I have hidden your word in my heart that I 

might not sin against you.” 

Matthew 4:4 “Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on 

bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:  
Deuteronomy 6:6-9; Joshua 1:8; Psalm 42:1; 119:9-11; Matthew  

4:1-11; Luke 4:1-12; Acts 17:11; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; Hebrews 4:12 
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Questions about the Story: 

1. Who was the message going out to? (Acts 11:19-21 They were 

telling the good news about Jesus Christ first to the Jews, but 

then also to the Greeks. Great numbers believed and turned to 

the Lord. It was an enormous cultural shift to bring the 

message to the Greeks.) 

 

2. What was the result of God’s Word going out into the world? 

(Acts 11:21-23 “Great numbers of people believed and turned 

to the Lord.” People were being saved and their lives 

displayed “the evidence of the grace of God.” The living Word 

was changing lives.) 

 

3. How is Barnabas’ described?  (Acts 11:24 Barnabas is 

described as a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith. 

These attributes come from the work of God in his life. His 

life also displayed the fruit of God; “great numbers of people 

were brought to the Lord.”) 

 

4. Why did Barnabas go to look for Saul? (Acts 11:25-26 He 

looked for Saul in order to bring him back to Antioch and help 

with the ministry. Barnabas needed Saul because he was 

unique; he was from both the Jewish and the Roman cultures 

and could teach well.) 

 

5. What is significant about Barnabas and Saul teaching for a 

whole year? (Acts 11:26 It is the Word of God that changes 

lives and it is the Word of God that strengthened those new 

believers. It is the foundation of faith. Romans 10:17 says, 

“faith comes by hearing the message, and the message is heard 

through the Word of Christ.”) 

 

6. What is significant about Jesus joining the two disciples as 

they walked along? (Luke 24:13-16 Jesus was the topic that 

they were discussing. He walked along with them, yet they did 

not recognize Him and He taught them about Himself through 

the Scriptures.) 

 

7. Why is it surprising that their faces were downcast in light of 

everything they knew? (Luke 24:17-24 It was not what they 

expected. They knew that Jesus was “a prophet, powerful in 

word and deed before God and all the people.” They knew that 

the women had seen the empty tomb and vision of angels who 
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said He was alive. They also knew that some of the other 

companions had also seen the empty tomb.) 

 

8. Why does Jesus say, “How foolish you are, and slow of heart 

to believe all that the prophets have spoken?” (Luke 24:25 

They knew the prophets but had not understood that Jesus was 

this One that they pointed to. He was walking and talking with 

them, but still they did not understand.) 

 

9. What do Moses and the prophets say about Jesus? (Luke 24:27 

They describe Jesus from the beginning to the end with more 

and more detail as time passed.) 

 

10. Why did Jesus “open the Scriptures” for them?  

(Luke 24:27, 32 So they could understand God’s plan and 

believe in the risen Messiah.) 

 

11. What is significant about Jesus taking the bread, giving 

thanks, breaking it and giving it to them? (Luke 24:30 He had 

broken the bread at the Last Supper and during the feeding of 

the 5000.) 

 

12. What did they realize as their eyes were opened and they 

recognized him? (Luke 24:32 They realized that their hearts 

had been burning within them as Jesus had talked with them 

and opened the Scriptures.) 

 

 

Application Questions: 

1. In what situations should we be in the Word of God and 

sharing it with other people? (Acts 11:19-20; Luke 24:27 

Anytime can be a time to be in the Word of God and sharing it 

with others. Whether you are walking down the road or in an 

unfamiliar land, the Word of God applies in all circumstances, 

but we cannot teach others what we have not learned.) 

 

2. How can we use hardships to the glory of God? (Acts 11:19-

21 We can use the hardships to point people to Jesus Christ 

and the love of God as we seek His face and place our trust in 

Him.) 

 

3. Who is the message of the Lord supposed to be sent out to? 

(Acts 11:19-21 The message of the Lord is for all people, Jews 

and Greek. Whatever your background is, you need to know 
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Jesus and have a personal relationship with Him.) 

 

4. Whose power enables us to go out? (Acts 11:21 We need to go 

out in the power of the Lord and His Word.) 

  

5. What should be observable by others of the persons who have 

experienced a turning point in their life by accepting Christ?  

(Acts 11:22, 26 The change should be evident to those around 

them so they are called Christians (Christ-like) by their actions 

rather than by their professions.) 

  

6. Can people tell that you have been changed and that God has 

turned you around? What do they see in your life? 

 

7. In what ways can we remain true to the Lord with all of our 

heart? (Acts 11:23 We remain true to the Lord by being in His 

Word and talking with Him every day.) 

 

8. What does it mean to be full of the Holy Spirit?  (That the 

Holy Spirit is living inside of you and working through you 

for the sake of His glory.) 

 

9. What is essential to have alongside us in the ministry as we go 

forward? (Acts 11:25-26 It is essential to have someone who 

is working with you in the ministry to encourage you along the 

way and in the task ahead.) 

 

10. When can we be learning from others and whom can we be 

teaching the Word of God to? (Acts 11:26 There are 

Christians that can teach us the Word of God as it has applies 

to our lives. There are also many people that need to know the 

Word of God that we can teach.) 

 

11. How does Jesus walk through life with us? (Luke 24:15 He is 

right beside us as we carry His Word and go to Him in 

prayer.) 

 

12. When are our lives unnecessarily downcast? (Luke 24:17 

Whenever we think that we are facing the challenges of life 

without Jesus or anytime we fail to look to Him.) 

 

13. Do you have eyes to see Jesus working around you in your 

life? How do we come to recognize Jesus more and more? 

(Luke 24:32 We come to recognize Jesus more and more by 

being in the Word of God and coming to know the nature of 
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Christ.) 

 

14. How does Scripture, both the Old and New Testament, point 

to Jesus? (Luke 24:27 The Scriptures point to Jesus; both the 

Old Testament pointing forward and the New Testament 

pointing backward.) 

 

15. When has your heart burned as the Scriptures were opened to 

you? (Luke 24:32) 
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73. Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer & David’s Prayer 

Matthew 6:5-15 & Psalm 54 
 

Matthew 6 

 5
"And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to 

pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by 

men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 
6
But 

when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your 

Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in 

secret, will reward you. 
7
And when you pray, do not keep on babbling 

like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many 

words. 
8
Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need 

before you ask him.  

 
9
"This, then, is how you should pray:  

   " 'Our Father in heaven,  

   hallowed be your name,  

 
10

your kingdom come,  

   your will be done  

      on earth as it is in heaven.  

 
11

Give us today our daily bread.  

 
12

Forgive us our debts,  

      as we also have forgiven our debtors.  

 
13

And lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from the evil one. 
14

For if you forgive men when they 

sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 
15

But if you 

do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 

 

Psalm 54 
1
 Save me, O God, by your name; vindicate me by your might.  

2
 Hear my prayer, O God; listen to the words of my mouth.  

3
 Strangers are attacking me; ruthless men seek my life—men without 

regard for God. Selah  
4
 Surely God is my help; the Lord is the one who sustains me.  

5
 Let evil recoil on those who slander me; in your faithfulness destroy 

them.  
6
 I will sacrifice a freewill offering to you; I will praise your name, O 

LORD, for it is good.  
7
 For he has delivered me from all my troubles, and my eyes have 

looked in triumph on my foes. 
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Study Questions: Prayer 
 Matthew 6:5-15 & Psalm 54 

 

Introduction: 
Prayer is an essential part of the believer’s life. It serves as our 

communication link with God. Jesus taught His disciples how to pray 

and told them to address God as their Father. He wanted the disciples to 

understand the relationship that could exist between them and their 

Heavenly Father. Jesus invited them to pour out their hearts to God, 

even the small details. In Psalm 54, David cries out to the Lord for 

help. He lets the Lord know how desperate he felt and yet confident at 

the same time because the Lord had been with him in the past as well. 

Like David, we can call on the Lord at any time, place, or circumstance 

and know that He hears us.  

Even though prayer is simply talking with God, we seem to forget to 

open our hearts and be honest with Him. Big words sound important, 

but the Lord is not looking for a show or for many convincing words. 

He just wants us to talk with Him as a son or daughter would talk to 

their father. Jesus gives us an example of this in the Lord’s Prayer. In it 

He invites us to call His Father, our Father and He Himself is the one 

that makes that relationship possible.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand our need for prayer and relationship with God.   

– To realize that we can come to God at any time and in any 

place to thank Him and bring our needs before Him!   

– To recognize that God is both our Father as well as holy, that 

prayer is about His kingdom and His will and also our needs, 

our debts and our temptations. 

 

 Attitude  

– To have faith that the Lord hears our prayers and will answer 

them according to His perfect will.  

– To believe that God is able to do exceedingly more than we 

could ever ask or imagine.   

 

 Actions  

– To daily meet Jesus in prayer and open our hearts to Him.   

– To keep His name holy, confess our sins and seek His 

kingdom as much as we make requests of the Lord. 

 

Memory Verses:  
Matthew 7:7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; 

knock and the door will be opened to you.” 
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2 Chronicles 7:14 “If my people, who are called by my name, will 

humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 

wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin 

and will heal their land.” 

 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:  
2 Chronicles 7:14; Jeremiah 33:3; Matthew 7:7-11; 21:20-22; Luke 

18:1-5; Ephesians 3:20; 1 Thessalonians 5:17; Hebrews 11:6; James 

4:1-3; 1 John 5:14-22  
 

Questions about the Story: 

1. What type of attitude is needed regarding prayer? (Mathew 

6:5-8 We are not to be like the hypocrites praying for show, 

nor are we to be like the pagans, babbling with many words. 

We are to be humble, personal and trusting in our prayers, 

because God is our Father and He knows what we need.) 

 

2. Why are we to go into our rooms and close the door as we 

pray? (Mathew 6:6-8 Because our Father, who is unseen, 

knows what we need. He will reward us according to His will 

and He desires a sincere relationship with His children.) 

 

3. What is the difference between the two rewards described? 

(Mathew 6:5-6 The hypocrites receive their reward by being 

seen by everyone. The unseen prayer will receive his reward 

from his heavenly Father.) 

 

4. What are the main topics covered in the Lord’s Prayer that 

Jesus gives as an outline and guide for His disciples? (Mathew 

6:9-13 The main topics are: hallowing the name of God, 

acknowledging His kingdom and will to be superior, our daily 

needs, forgiveness, and protection by the Lord for our lives.) 

 

5. Why did Jesus teach His disciples to pray to God as Father? 

(Mathew 6:9 Through Jesus they were given the right to 

become children of God. It is Jesus’ invitation that makes it 

possible.) 

 

6. Why did Jesus tell the disciples to hallow God’s name? 

(Mathew 6:9 To hallow God’s name is to respect it and His 

whole being. To be holy means set apart and without sin. 

God’s name and His whole character are holy, but this prayer 

the disciples personally acknowledge His name as holy.) 
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7. What does it mean that God’s kingdom should come and His 

will be done? (Mathew 6:10 God’s kingdom is wherever God 

is king. He is in charge of the whole world, but people still 

resist His will in their lives. To pray “Thy will be done” is to 

give Him control and trust His will.) 

 

8. Why did Jesus teach them to say give us our daily bread? 

(Mathew 6:11  God is the provider of daily food and they were 

dependent on Him for it. He is also the one that supplies their 

every need. They were learning that everything is a gift from 

God.) 

 

9. What did the disciples need to learn about the forgiveness of 

sin? (Mathew 6:12 They needed to remember that every sin is 

a sin against God. If He were to keep a record, the debt would 

be impossible to pay. In this prayer they ask God for His 

forgiveness and remember to do the same for anything that 

anyone else might have done against them.) 

 

10. Why would they need to ask the Lord not to lead them into 

temptation? (Mathew 6:13 The Lord does not tempt anyone, 

but they acknowledge that they are tempted and they need the 

Lord’s protection from Satan, the world and their own sinful 

nature. See also James 1:13 Jesus faced every temptation and 

defeated Satan at the cross and that is the only place to stand.) 

  

11. Why did Jesus give the warning about forgiving others? 

(Mathew 6:14-15 If they couldn’t forgive others how could 

they expect the Lord to forgive them? Since every sin is 

against the Lord, the sins that others would commit against the 

disciples do not compare with their sins against the Lord.) 

 

12. What are the different petitions that David makes to God? 

(Psalm 54:1-2 David asks the Lord to save him, to be 

vindicated, to hear him and listen to him.) 

 

13. By what does David acknowledge that he is saved? (Psalm 

54:1 David acknowledges that he is saved by the name of the 

Lord.) 

 

14. How does David characterize the Lord? (Psalm 54:1, 4-7 

David acknowledges that the Lord is strong, faithful and good. 

He is David’s helper, sustainer and deliverer.) 
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15. What situation is David in when he is calling out to the Lord? 

(Psalm 54:3 Men are attacking him and seeking his life.) 

 

16. What does David tell the Lord he will do? (Psalm 54:6 David 

prays to the Lord telling Him that he will praise the name of 

the Lord and sacrifice an offering to Him.) 

 

 

Application Questions: 

1. To whom do you look for strength and protection? Do you 

look to the Lord, or to those around you? 

 

2. Do you take time to call upon the Lord in all circumstances, or 

just when you are having troubles? 

 

3. What precaution do we need to take when we pray? (Matthew 

6:5-8 We need to be careful that when we are praying to God 

we are humble, not looking to draw attention to ourselves by 

the way we are praying.  Rather we are to pray earnestly and 

come before God in reverence.) 

 

4. With whom should we pray? (Matthew 6:6, Acts 12:5 We 

should spend time in prayer both alone with the Lord and with 

fellow believers.) 

 

5. When is your personal prayer time? 

 

6. What does it mean that God is our Father? (Matthew 6:9 He 

knows our needs, He listens to our prayers and He answers us 

when we seek Him.) 

 

7. How can we keep the Lord’s name Holy? (Matthew 6:9 When 

we pray with humble respect. The way we speak to others 

about the Lord or how we use His name. If we are known as a 

Christian, how we live and what we say either honors or 

profanes the name of Jesus.) 

 

8. How can we give our lives to the Lord’s kingdom and trust 

His will? (Matthew 6:10 We give our lives to the Lord and His 

kingdom when we ask Jesus into our lives. In the same way 

we give Him control of our future.) 

 

9. How do acknowledge the Lord as provider of everything? 

(Matthew 6:11 We acknowledge Him when we thank Him in 
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prayer and when we are thankful for what He gives us.) 

 

10. How do we see the Lord allowing us to bring our needs and 

requests before Him? (Matthew 6:11 We see His love because 

He invites us to pray and desires to hear us. He provides for 

our every provision.) 

 

11. What are the temptations that we face? (Matthew 6:13 We all 

face the same temptations that are common to man. 1 John 

2:16 says that they are the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes 

and the pride of life.) 

 

12. Why it so important for us to daily forgive people who have 

sinned against us? (Matthew 6:14-15 Because sin is a barrier 

that will break down our relationship with God and with 

others. We are not judges, but the Lord is and He will judge 

everyone with justice.) 

 

13. What situations are impossible for God to answer in prayer? 

Why?  (Acts 12:6-12 No situation is too difficult for the Lord. 

He is all-powerful. He created the universe and everything.) 

 

14. What is your response when God answers prayer in your life? 

 

15. What should be our response when God answers our prayers? 

(Acts 12:17 When we see God answering our prayers, we 

should respond in praise for God’s goodness and mercy.  We 

should also tell others how God has answered our prayers.) 

  

16. In prayer, what should we do besides ask the Lord for things? 

(Psalm 54 We can thank and praise Him for His faithfulness, 

for the things that we have seen Him do in our lives and just 

for who He is.) 
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74.  Spiritual Disciplines 

Daniel in Babylon 

 Daniel 1:1-20 

 

Daniel 1 
1
 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 
2
 

And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along 

with some of the articles from the temple of God. These he carried off 

to the temple of his god in Babylonia and put in the treasure house of 

his god.  

 
3
 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring 

in some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility- 
4
 young 

men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every 

kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to 

serve in the king's palace. He was to teach them the language and 

literature of the Babylonians. 
5
 The king assigned them a daily amount 

of food and wine from the king's table. They were to be trained for 

three years, and after that they were to enter the king's service.  

 
6
 Among these were some from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and 

Azariah. 
7
 The chief official gave them new names: to Daniel, the name 

Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to 

Azariah, Abednego.  

 
8
 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and 

wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile 

himself this way. 
9
 Now God had caused the official to show favor and 

sympathy to Daniel, 
10

 but the official told Daniel, "I am afraid of my 

lord the king, who has assigned your food and drink. Why should he 

see you looking worse than the other young men your age? The king 

would then have my head because of you."  

 
11

 Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed 

over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, 
12

 "Please test your 

servants for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables to eat and water to 

drink. 
13

 Then compare our appearance with that of the young men who 

eat the royal food, and treat your servants in accordance with what you 

see." 
14

 So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days.  

 
15

 At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished 

than any of the young men who ate the royal food. 
16

 So the guard took 

away their choice food and the wine they were to drink and gave them 

vegetables instead.  
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17

 To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of 

all kinds of literature and learning. And Daniel could understand 

visions and dreams of all kinds.  

 
18

 At the end of the time set by the king to bring them in, the chief 

official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 
19

 The king talked with 

them, and he found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and 

Azariah; so they entered the king's service. 
20

 In every matter of 

wisdom and understanding about which the king questioned them, he 

found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his 

whole kingdom. 

 



 195 

Study Questions: Spiritual Disciplines 
Daniel 1:1-20 

 
Introduction: 

Spiritual disciplines are the training ground for a life that is surrendered 

to the Lord alone. It is a process of dying to our sinful nature and living 

in the Spirit. Spiritual disciplines are difficult. They include pain, 

sacrifice, and self-control; not compromising on Biblical principles 

even when there is great pressure to conform.  

Daniel was taken as a captive to Babylon, which could have made him 

bitter. He was then separated for training in the king’s service, which 

could have made him proud. Then he was given royal food from the 

king’s table, which could have made him gluttonous. In all of these 

things, “Daniel resolved not to defile himself.” 

Daniel and his friends decided that instead of eating the royal food 

sacrificed to idols, they would trust in the Lord and eat vegetables 

instead. They put aside the temptations of their flesh to live holy lives 

to honor the Lord. Daniel’s temptations are a picture of when Jesus 

defeated Satan’s temptations in the wilderness.   

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand that God is the One who gives us a spirit of 

self-control and we need His strength for the battles.   

– To realize when we stand for the Lord, we may stand with the 

Lord alone, which is still the majority. 

 

 Attitude  

– To desire nothing in life more than Jesus. 

– To love the disciplines which deepen our relationship with the 

Lord. 

 

 Actions  

– To live a Spirit-controlled and self-disciplined life even when 

it would be easier to follow others or our own flesh.   

– To “endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his 

children.” Hebrews 12:7 

 

Memory Verse:  
Titus 2:11-12 “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared 

to all men.  It teaches us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly 

passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this 

present age.” 
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Scriptures for Further Study:  
Genesis 39:1-12; Proverbs 25:28; Matthew 6:16-18; 1 Corinthians  

7:3-5; 9:24-27; Galatians 5:22-23; 2 Timothy 1:7; Titus 2:2, 6, 11-14; 

Hebrews 11:24-26; James 1:2-4  

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. Why did the Lord send His people into captivity? (Daniel 1:1-

2 The Israelites had turned away from the Lord to other gods. 

They had rebelled against His commands and they had 

rejected the prophets that the Lord had sent.) 

 

2. What kind of people were taken captive and brought to 

Babylonia as captives? (Daniel 1:3-4 The captives were young 

men from the royal family and nobility who were without 

physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of 

learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to 

serve in the king’s palace.) 

 

3. What do the qualities of these young men and their ability to 

learn the language say about them? (Daniel 1:3-4 The Lord 

gave them sharp minds. They were ready for the task and they 

had already developed some mental self-discipline.) 

 

4. What is the next set of tests that they had to face? (Daniel 1:4-

6 They had to face the mental brainwashing of the Babylonian 

language and literature, the physical temptations of the king’s 

food and their new identity with Babylonian names.) 

 

5. Why did Daniel “resolve not to defile himself with the royal 

food and drink?” (Daniel 1:8 Because they had been offered as 

sacrifices to the Babylonian gods and it would have been an 

offense against the Lord.) 

 

6. How did Daniel show respect and self-control in his dealings 

with those over him? (Daniel 1:8,12 He asked permission, 

referred to himself as a servant and he offered an alternative 

option as a test.) 

 

7. What challenges did Daniel and his friends face in this test? 

(Daniel 1:12-14 Their faith and their God were both being 

tested. Their resolve not to eat the choice food. The short 

window of time to see a change. The comparison to other 
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young men. The peer pressure to conform.) 

 

8. How does the Lord meet them in the test that they were 

facing? (Daniel 1:9, 15, 17 Although these four men stepped 

out in faith, the Lord is the One that gave them success. The 

Lord caused the official to show favor and sympathy to 

Daniel. He caused them to look healthier and better nourished 

than any of the other young men. God gave these four men 

knowledge and understanding of all kinds.) 

 

9. How did this test or spiritual discipline bring glory to God? 

(Daniel 1:8-20 The chief official, the guard and the other 

young men all watched as Daniel and his friends showed self-

control, honored God and looked better than the others after 

only 10 days.) 

 

10. Is there a connection between the test of food and the 

knowledge that the Lord gave the four men? (Daniel 1:17 The 

text does not say that Lord gave them the knowledge because 

they didn’t eat the food. The Lord gave them the gifts of 

knowledge because they were willing to allow the Lord to use 

them for His glory before the king and the whole kingdom.) 

 

11. How was the Lord glorified before the king and the kingdom? 

(Daniel 1:18-20 In just 3 years, there were none equal to these 

four. They were able to answer any questions that they were 

asked and were 10 times better than those from within the 

kingdom. James 1:5 says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, you 

should ask God, who gives generously to all.”) 

 

 

Application Questions: 

1. Why does the Lord allow bad things to happen in our lives? 

(Daniel 1:1-2 The Lord allows bad or hard things to happen 

so we will turn to Him, depend on Him and bring glory to 

Him.) 

 

2. Can we be safe and secure by just having the things of God 

around us? (Daniel 1:1-2 It is not having the things of God 

around us, (such as Jehoiakim had the articles in the temple 

of the Lord), but it is our relationship with the Lord Himself.) 

 

3. How do we respond when the pleasures of this world are 

offered to us? (Daniel 1:5 We are tested like Daniel with the 

lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life. 
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These are opportunities to seek the Lord and glorify God.) 

 

4.  How can spiritual disciplines like fasting, prayer, 

meditation and solitude help us in our walk with the Lord? 

(Daniel 1:8-12 These disciplines help us put to death the 

desires of the flesh and seek first the kingdom of God. They 

reveal what is truly controlling our hearts, as we grow deeper 

and closer to the Lord. See also 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 for 

physical discipline; Matthew 6:16-18 for fasting and  

1 Corinthians 7:3-5 for sexual discipline.) 

 

5. How can we resist temptation? (Daniel 1:12 1 Corinthians 

10:13 says, “God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted 

beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, He 

will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.”) 

  

6. Where is God in the midst of the things that happen to us? 

(Daniel 1:9, 17 God is right with us, working in and through 

the situations that we are going through and giving us 

wisdom and understanding to know how to respond at the 

right time. See also Hebrews 4:15) 

 

7. Are you willing to stick up for something that you know to 

be true and right? 

 

8. What part do spiritual disciplines like fasting, prayer, 

meditation and solitude have in preparing us for being used 

by God? (Growing close to the Lord and listening to Him 

through these disciplines teaches us the Lord’s will and 

removes the distractions of our flesh, the world and the 

devil.) 

 

9. How can our lives bring glory to God even if the world 

doesn’t recognize Him? (Daniel 1:12 We can shine the love 

of God to the world around us. He will shine through our 

respect, dignity, compassion and self-control. People can see 

the difference that Jesus makes in our lives.) 

 

10. What specific ways can God use us like He did Daniel? 

(Daniel 1:8-20 He can use us when our lifestyle is different 

than the world and when we trust the Lord through tests of 

our faith. He can use humble and respectful people that 

respond with the wisdom the Lord gives us. 2 Timothy 2:15 

says, “Do your best to present yourself to God as one 
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approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and 

who correctly handles the word of truth.”) 

 

11. How have you seen God show His faithfulness to you in your 

day-to-day life? 

 

12. How do others see you when they look at your life? Do they 

see God at work in your life?  
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75.  Caring for Your Family 

Jesus on the Cross and The Prodigal Son 

John 19:25-27 & Luke 15:11-32 
 

John 19 
25

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the 

wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 
26

When Jesus saw his mother 

there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his 

mother, "Dear woman, here is your son," 
27

and to the disciple, "Here is 

your mother." From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 

 

Luke 15 
11

Jesus continued: "There was a man who had two sons. 
12

The younger 

one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he 

divided his property between them.  

 
13

"Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off 

for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 
14

After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that 

whole country, and he began to be in need. 
15

So he went and hired 

himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to 

feed pigs. 
16

He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs 

were eating, but no one gave him anything.  

 
17

"When he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired 

men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 
18

I will set out 

and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against 

heaven and against you. 
19

I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 

make me like one of your hired men.' 
20

So he got up and went to his 

father.  

 

"But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was 

filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms 

around him and kissed him.  

 
21

"The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and 

against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.'  

 
22

"But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and 

put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 
23

Bring 

the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate. 
24

For this 

son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So 

they began to celebrate.  
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25
"Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the 

house, he heard music and dancing. 
26

So he called one of the servants 

and asked him what was going on. 
27

'Your brother has come,' he 

replied, 'and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him 

back safe and sound.'  

 
28

"The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father 

went out and pleaded with him. 
29

But he answered his father, 'Look! 

All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your 

orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate 

with my friends. 
30

But when this son of yours who has squandered your 

property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for 

him!'  

 
31

" 'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and everything I 

have is yours. 
32

But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this 

brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.'" 
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Study Questions: Caring for Your Family  
John 19:25-27 & Luke 15:11-32 

 

Introduction: 

As Jesus hung dying on the cross, His concern was the care for His 

mother more than Himself. As Jesus spoke to John and Mary, He was 

caring for her earthly needs by entrusting her to John’s care and He was 

caring for her eternal needs by dying on the cross. That type of love is 

unconditional, it does not matter what the other person has done. It is 

giving love that is not concerned with what is received in return. 

Unconditional love is also described in the text from Luke 15 of the 

two lost sons. Both of the two boys had conditional love. They were 

selfish and self-centered and it was the father that had to go to them and 

bring them back into the family.  

God has also given each of us a family to care for. We carry 

responsibilities for our parents, spouses and children. The first 

responsibility is to love them as Christ loved the Church; which was 

even unto death. His ultimate unconditional love is what makes it 

possible to for us to selflessly love our own families.  

  

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand the unconditional love that God has for us that 

we would be called His children. 

– To recognize that God is our Heavenly Father and we, in 

Christ, are a part of His family.  

– To remember our God-given responsibilities to our families 

and their need to be loved.  

 

 Attitude  

– To praise the Lord for the immediate family members that He 

has given us. 

– To love all of our brothers and sisters in the Lord who make 

up the body of Christ, “the family of God.” 

 

 Actions  

– To serve, provide for, respect, and love those who are a part of 

our immediate family.   

– To forgive, offer grace and sacrifice for them as well. 

  

Memory Verses:  
Matthew 6:14 “For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your 

heavenly Father will also forgive you.” 
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Mark 3:35 “Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and 

mother.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:  
Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Mark 3:31-35, 10:29-30; Luke 

9:57-62; Ephesians 5:22-6:4; Colossians 3:17-21; 1 Timothy 3:4-5, 5:8 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. What do those at the cross say with just their presence? (John 

19:25-26 They loved Jesus, they believed in Him and they 

were grieving together.) 

 

2. Why did Jesus direct His mother to John and John to His 

mother? (John 19:26-27 Jesus gave John the responsibility of 

her care; which would have been the first born son’s role. 

Jesus also entrusted John into His mother’s care because he 

also needed her.) 

 

3. What does John’s response show? (John 19:27 John was 

faithful to his responsibility and Mary also cared for John.) 

 

4. What does it mean when the younger son asks the father for 

his estate? (Luke 15:12-13 The younger son is saying that he 

ultimately cares more about money than the family. By asking 

for the inheritance, which is given at a person’s death, he also 

says that he wanted the inheritance of his father’s death.) 

 

5. By giving the son the inheritance, what does the father 

communicate? (Luke15:12 He loved the son, but could not 

force his son to love him in return.) 

 

6. What did the son learn after squandering his wealth? (Luke  

15:13-16 He learned that riches don’t last, that he needed help 

and that he needed his family. He also learned that you cannot 

buy love or happiness.) 

 

7. What did his hunger, disgrace and emptiness show him? (Luke 

15:14-19 It showed him that he had it great back home, that he 

had sinned, that he needed his father’s forgiveness and that he 

didn’t deserve anything.) 

 

8. How were the problems that he had faced a blessing to him? 

(Luke 15:17-19 The son came to his senses with a repentant 

heart. He saw that he was unworthy of anything.) 
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9. What does the son’s speech say? (Luke 15:18-19 His sin was 

against God and it showed his heart. He expected to be treated 

like a hired hand or a servant.) 

10. What is unusual about the father’s response? Why? (Luke 

15:20-24 The father had been watching for him. He was filled 

with compassion, ran to the son, called his servants to bring a 

robe, a ring, and sandals, to kill the fatted calf, and to call a 

celebration feast. The son was “dead” and was alive again, he 

was lost and had been found. The father showed undeserved 

extravagant love and mercy for the younger son.) 

 

11. What does the older son’s response say? Why? (Luke 15:25 

The older son was angry and bitter. He was holding a grudge 

against his brother. He was also proud and self-centered.) 

 

12. Why did the father go out to meet the older son and ask him to 

come in? (Luke 15:28-32 The Father loved him as well. The 

father desired the family to be together, not separated.) 

 

 

Application Questions: 

1. How can we support our family in their trials? (John 19:25 

Going through trials with them often says more than words.) 

 

2. What responsibilities do we have for our families? (John 

19:26-27 Care for our parents, spouse and children is a high 

priority. As we love them, we love the Lord.) 

 

3. Is your love for your family like Christ’s love for the church? 

(Jesus’ love for the church is both sacrificial and 

unconditional. That type of love lived out in the family 

establishes boundaries that must be obeyed but they are 

enforced within an unconditional relationship.) 

 

4. Should we only love our family when we are in a situation that 

makes it easy to love them? (No, we see that Jesus showed 

love for His family when He was hanging on the cross and 

ready to die. The father welcomed the prodigal son home even 

after the son had left him and wasted his money.) 

 

5. How do we waste the riches that our Father in heaven has 

given to us? (Luke 15:12-13 We, like the older son, try to 

hoard God’s resources for ourselves. We care more about 

ourselves than we do about God or His family. We try to buy 
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happiness and love and we waste His gifts.) 

 

6. What trials does the Lord allow into our lives to show us our 

need of Him? (Luke 15:14-16 He allows pain to come in many 

forms when we run away from Him. Emotional and physical 

pain can serve as reminders to cause us to come to our senses.) 

 

7. What is your memory of your father? 

 

8. How is the Lord like the prodigal’s father? (Luke 15:20 The 

Heavenly Father is looking for and longing for His children to 

come to Him. He is filled with compassion and undeserved 

love.) 

 

9. What prepared speeches have we tried to give to the Lord like 

the prodigal son did to his father? 

 

10. When does the Lord see us in our need? (Luke 15:20 Even 

while we are far off.) 

 

11. What is the Father’s response to us when we come to Him in 

need? (Luke 15:32 He runs out to meet us, wraps His arms 

around us and welcomes us into His family.) 

 

12. When we see God’s undeserved grace on someone else’s life, 

what is our response? (Luke 15:27-28) 

 

13. How are we often like the older son? (Luke 15:28-30 We can 

complain or hold grudges because things are not fair.) 

 

14. How is your relationship with your parents, spouse or 

children? (Ephesians 5:22-33; 6:4) 

 

15. How can you show sacrificial and unconditional love to your 

spouse and your children? (Talk, work, pray and eat together. 

Put their needs before your own.) 

 

16. How do you provide for your family? (1 Timothy 5:8) 

 

17. What would your Heavenly Father say to you right now? 
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76.  Caring for Your Neighbors 

The Good Samaritan 

Luke 10:25-37 

 

Luke 10 
25

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. 

"Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?"  

26
"What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?"  

27
He answered: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 

all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 

'Love your neighbor as yourself.'
”
  

28
"You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will 

live."  

29
But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my 

neighbor?"  

30
In reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to 

Jericho, when he fell into the hands of robbers. They stripped him of 

his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 
31

A priest 

happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, 

he passed by on the other side. 
32

So too, a Levite, when he came to the 

place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 
33

But a Samaritan, as 

he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took 

pity on him. 
34

He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil 

and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn 

and took care of him. 
35

The next day he took out two silver coins
 
and 

gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I 

return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.'  

36
"Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who 

fell into the hands of robbers?"  

37
The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him."  

      Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise." 
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Study Questions: Caring for Your Neighbors 
Luke 10:25-37 

 

Introduction: 

The expert in the Law could mentally understand and even agree with 

the need to love God and to love others, but the extent to which Jesus 

described love was beyond what seemed reasonable. To love a dying 

stranger or to use a Samaritan as the example of love went too far.  

Loving some neighbors may be easy because of the friendship we have 

or the benefits we receive. The love that Jesus suggests is caring for 

people we don’t know, those who could never pay us back and even for 

our enemies. It is in this extravagant love that Jesus is revealed. This is 

the type of love that He demonstrated to us. Jesus is the one that carried 

us, healed us and paid a debt that we could not repay. To love our 

neighbors is just showing them what we have first received. In 

Matthew 25:40, Jesus said, “Whatever you did for one of the least of 

these brothers of Mine, you did for Me.” 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand that our love for others comes from the 

wellspring of love that the Lord has lavished on us.   

– To realize that showing love is a daily choice and opportunity. 

 

 Attitude  

– To have Jesus’ love for people, no matter their age, race, 

appearance, or background.   

– To consider others better than ourselves.  

 

 Actions  

– To look for those who need Christ’s love and compassion.   

– To give others the selfless sacrificial love that Christ gave us.   

 

Memory Verses:  
1 John 4:7-9 “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes 

from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 

Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This 

is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one and only Son 

into the world that we might live through Him.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:  
Matthew 25:35-40; John 13:34-35; Romans 5:6-8;  

1 Corinthians 13:4-8; Philippians 2:1-11; 1 John 4:7-19  
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Questions about the Story: 

1. How did the expert of the Law’s test backfire on him? (Luke 

10:25, 37 He wanted to justify himself or prove that he was 

right. Instead, Jesus’ story pointed out how wrong he was.) 

 

2. What does the question, “What must I do to inherit eternal 

life?” assume? (Luke 10:25 It assumes that if we do enough or 

if we do the right things, then we will inherit eternal life.) 

 

3. Why did the man ask the question about how to inherit eternal 

life if he knew the answer? (Luke 10:26-27 He knew that it 

was difficult to follow the law perfectly. Jesus made sure that 

he knew that it was impossible to keep the law.) 

 

4. How could the man show his love for an unseen God? (Luke 

10:27 He could show a sincere love for God by loving those 

created in God’s image.) 

 

5. What is the difference between the robbers, the priest and the 

Levite? (Luke 10:30-32 The robbers were physically violent 

toward the man from their evil nature. The priest and Levite 

uncaring and unconcerned toward the man which also came 

from their evil nature.) 

 

6. Why did the priest and Levite pass by on the other side of the 

man? (Luke 10:31-32 They were religious men with high 

prominence in society. To come across a dead man meant that 

they would be unclean. They cared more about their religious 

cleanliness more than the person made in God’s image.) 

 

7. How did the Samaritan show love when he saw the injured 

man? (Luke 10:33-34 He took pity on him, treated and 

bandaged his wounds. The Samaritan also put the man on his 

own donkey, took him to an inn, and took care of him.) 

 

8. Why did the Samaritan give the innkeeper payment and 

promise to give him more? (Luke 10:35 The Samaritan was 

more concerned about the man than about himself.) 

 

9. What does the Samaritan’s response reveal? (Luke 10:33-35 It 

showed the genuine love that the man had in his heart. It 

revealed that the priest and the Levite were not showing love. 
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He demonstrated the extent to which God has loved us.) 

 

10. Why did Jesus ask the expert in The Law “who do you think 

was a neighbor?” (Luke 10:37 It revealed his lack of love for 

people and his hard heart toward God. The man couldn’t even 

say the word Samaritan because of his hard heart. ) 

 

 

Application Questions: 

1. Similar to the expert of the law, how do we desire to “do 

things” in order to inherit eternal life in our lives? 

 

2. Where do we need to find our love? (Luke 10:26 Our love 

comes from Jesus. He loved us extravagantly. He is the one 

that carried us, healed us and paid a debt that we could not 

repay. To love our neighbors is showing them what we have 

first received. 1 John 4:19 says, “We love them because He 

first loved us.”) 

  

3. How can we practically love God and love people? (Luke 

10:27 When we stop and see people’s needs, meet those 

needs, share their burden and give of ourselves.) 

 

4. Why are we to “love our neighbor” and why is it difficult? 

(Luke 10:27, 37 We are to love them because the Lord 

commanded us and because God is love. It is difficult because 

it is against our nature to love others. It is only Jesus love in us 

that is anything besides selfish.) 

 

5. What are some ways that we act like the robbers, the priest or 

the Levite? (Luke 10:30-32 We take advantage of people 

without being concerned about them. We walk by people 

without thinking about their needs, their hurts, or how we 

could help them. Our schedule is more important than 

another’s needs.) 

 

6. How do we reflect the love of God when we show others 

love? (Luke 10:33-35 We reflect God’s love when we care 

about people regardless of whom they are and regardless of 

any thought about ourselves.) 

  

7. How does our “position” affect who we choose to help? (We 

can feel it would degrade us to stoop down and help someone.  

We can think of ourselves more highly than we ought.) 
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8. What does it mean to love your neighbor? (Matthew 7:12 says, 

“In everything, do to others what you would have them do to 

you.”) 

 

9. What should be our response to this parable? (Luke 10:33 

Asking the Lord’s forgiveness for hurting and walking by 

people and asking Him to give us His love for the neighbors 

that I pass every day.) 
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77.  Caring for the Church 

The Early Church 

Acts 2:42-47 & Acts 18:1-11 

 

Acts 2 
42

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
43

Everyone was 

filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by 

the apostles. 
44

All the believers were together and had everything in 

common. 
45

Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as 

he had need. 
46

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple 

courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and 

sincere hearts, 
47

praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. 

And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

 

Acts 18 
1
After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 

2
There he met a Jew 

named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy 

with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to 

leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 
3
and because he was a tentmaker as 

they were, he stayed and worked with them. 
4
Every Sabbath he 

reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.  

 
5
When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself 

exclusively to preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the 

Christ. 
6
But when the Jews opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook 

out his clothes in protest and said to them, "Your blood be on your own 

heads! I am clear of my responsibility. From now on I will go to the 

Gentiles."  

 
7
Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of 

Titius Justus, a worshiper of God. 
8
Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and 

his entire household believed in the Lord; and many of the Corinthians 

who heard him believed and were baptized.  

 
9
One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: "Do not be afraid; keep 

on speaking, do not be silent. 
10

For I am with you, and no one is going 

to attack and harm you, because I have many people in this city." 
11

So 

Paul stayed for a year and a half, teaching them the word of God. 
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Study Questions: Caring for the Church 
Acts 2:42-47 & Acts 18:1-11 

 

Introduction: 

Acts chapter 2 describes the kind of church that everyone wants to be a 

part of. The people are growing in the Word of God, miracles are 

happening, people are sharing, everyone is glad and new believers are 

joining the church. Acts chapter 18 describes a different picture. The 

people in Corinth are abusive, the synagogue splits, a Christian church 

starts meeting next door and the synagogue leader joins that new 

church. Even Paul needed to be reminded to keep preaching and not to 

be afraid. 

As members of a church, we are part of the body of Christ. While we 

are sinners, the one hope for the Church is that Christ is the head of the 

body. When we, as members of that body, submit to Him, then the 

whole body works together, but when we resist the Lord, then the body 

struggles. These two texts can encourage us and teach us how to care 

for the Church so that it does look like the bride of Christ that it was 

intended to be. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To see the Church as our family and God as our Heavenly 

Father.  

– To remember that the Church is Christ’s body and He is the 

head. It is His kingdom on earth. 

 

 Attitude  

– To delight in the fellowship in the local church and 

communion with believers around the world. 

 

 Actions  

– To worship and share Jesus as a community of believers. 

– To support the physical and spiritual needs of those in our 

fellowship as well as the larger body of Christ.  

– To seek fellowship with other Christians centered on the Word 

of God.   

 

Memory Verses:  
John 13:34-35 “A new command I give you: love one another.  As I 

have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this all men will 

know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

1 John 3:17-18 “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother 

in need but has not pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? 
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Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and 

in truth.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:  
John 13:34-35; Romans 12:3-8; 1 Corinthians 12; Hebrews 10:23-25;  

1 John 3:11-20; 4:7-21  

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. How does the Word of God play a part in the early Church? 

(Acts 2:42; Acts 18:5, 11 In Acts 2, “They devoted themselves 

to the apostles’ teaching.” In Corinth, Paul dedicated himself 

exclusively to preaching and he stayed for a year and a half 

teaching them the Word of God.) 

 

2. What role did fellowship have in the early Church? (Acts  

2:42-46; 18:7, 8 They devoted themselves to fellowship, all 

the believers were together, they had everything in common 

and every day they continued to meet in the temple courts. 

Even in Corinth, they met together weekly.) 

 

3. Where does worship show up in the early Church? (Acts  

2:42, 47; 18:7  They were breaking bread in remembrance of 

Jesus, praying, praising and are even described as worshipers 

of God.) 

 

4. How do these texts show that reaching out was a part of who 

they were? (Acts 2:45, 47; 18:4, 8 They had an open attitude 

regarding anyone who had needs. Their concern for reaching 

out was also seen by the favor that they had with all of the 

people. In Corinth, Paul was trying to persuade the Jews and 

enlighten the Greeks; many of the Corinthians believed and 

were baptized.) 

 

5. How was the Lord revealed through these growing believers? 

(Acts 2:43, 47; 18:5, 8-10 The Lord was revealed through the 

“many wonders and miraculous signs” as well as the number 

of believers that were being added daily. In Corinth, Paul was 

preaching that Jesus was the Christ. Many who heard him 

believed and were baptized.) 

 

6. How did the early Church get to the point where everyone was 

equal and that there were no needs among the believers? (Acts 

2:45 The believers sold their possessions and goods in order to 

provide for fellow believers.) 
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7. What was the attitude of the members as they broke bread 

and ate together? (Acts 2:46 The believers came together and 

shared their food with glad and sincere hearts, praising God, 

and enjoying the favor of all people.) 

 

8. How did the Church show that they were meeting real 

practical needs? (Acts 2:45; 18:3, 7 In Jerusalem, they gave to 

anyone as they had need. In Corinth, Paul stayed with Aquila 

and Priscilla and Titius Justus used his home as a meeting 

place for the new group.) 

 

9. Why did the church in Corinth have struggles and a split? 

(Acts 18:6 The Jews, in Corinth, opposed Paul and became 

abusive to him. So, Paul shook out his clothes in protest and 

left. The people refused to believe in the Lord or to follow 

Him. Conflict comes from refusal to submit to the Lord and 

stubbornness to think that we are right.) 

 

10. How does the Lord’s message encourage Paul? (Acts 18:9 The 

Lord’s message encouraged Paul, because He promised to be 

with him and protect him.) 

  

 

Application Questions: 

1. How does the Word of God change our lives? (Acts 2:42; 

Acts 18:5, 11 The Word of God changes us by teaching us 

about God, giving us a reason to worship. It changes us by 

showing us who we are and pointing us to the needs of people 

around us.) 

 

2. How would someone describe the fellowship at our churches? 

(Acts 2:42-46; 18:7, 8 At times it might be full of “glad 

hearts” and at other times abusive because fellowship is made 

up of sinful people. Yet, when we submit to the Lord and His 

will, He makes our fellowship sweet.) 

 

3. How can worship be a simple beautiful response to the Lord 

rather than an entertainment show? (Acts 2:42, 47; 18:7 The 

Early Church had a very simple form of worship. It focused on 

teaching the Word of God, remembering Jesus sacrifice, 

baptisms, prayer and praising God.) 

 

4. How can we reach the world around us? (Acts  

2:45, 47; 18:4, 8 We can be reaching out by meeting people’s 
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needs and sharing what Jesus has done in our lives.) 

 

5. What would a welcoming open attitude look like in our 

churches? (Acts 2:44-47 Acts 2 describes good fellowship, 

teaching and worship. It describes people that are filled with 

awe they are united and they are sharing. An open attitude is 

one where the people are glad, they are sincere and people are 

joining them.) 

 

6. How can people see the Lord revealed in our churches? (Acts 

2:43, 47; 18:5, 8-10 Through the faithful preaching of God’s 

Word and sincere worship, resulting in people being saved.) 

 

7. What happens when the Word of God is no longer the center 

of the fellowship we share as the Church? (We become a 

social club that meets for gatherings and fellowship.) 

 

8. How can we show love to those who are directly involved in 

our local church? The church abroad? (Romans 12:6-8) 

 

9. Why is attending a church needed for the believer? (It is 

essential for the life of a believer to receive the fellowship, 

encouragement, and accountability from being together as a 

body. Hebrews 10:23-25 says, “Do not give up meeting 

together.”) 

 

10. How can you assist your local church body? 

 

11. What should be some of the natural results of the body of 

Christ coming together for fellowship around the Word of 

God? (Acts 2:46-47 Glad and sincere hearts, a desire to praise 

and worship God, and the respect of all the people.) 

 

12. How can the Lord direct our churches and empower us to go 

forward in ministry? (Acts 2:47; Acts 18:10 We should keep 

Him in the center of everything we do through His Word and 

His Spirit. We need his guidance and protection.) 

 

13. How can you help and support those who are involved in the 

ministry? 

 

14. Why is ministry and caring for the church difficult? (Acts 18:6 

Caring for the church can be a struggle because there are those 

who directly oppose ministry, even to the point of abuse.  

Satan will also try to ruin attempts to promote God’s will in 
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the congregation.) 

 

15. Do you need encouragement from the Lord regarding your 

ministry? (Acts 18:9-10 Like the Lord told Paul, “Do not be 

afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. For I am with you.”) 
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78. Church Unity 

Divisions in the Church 

 1 Corinthians 3:1-11 & Acts 15:1-12 

 

1 Corinthians 3 
1
Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly—mere 

infants in Christ. 
2
I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet 

ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. 
3
You are still worldly. For 

since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? 

Are you not acting like mere men? 
4
For when one says, "I follow Paul," 

and another, "I follow Apollos," are you not mere men?  

5
What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through 

whom you came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 
6
I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 

7
So 

neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, 

who makes things grow. 
8
The man who plants and the man who waters 

have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own 

labor. 
9
For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's 

building.   

10
By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert 

builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be 

careful how he builds. 
11

For no one can lay any foundation other than 

the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.  

 

 Acts 15 
1
Some men came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the 

brothers: "Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught 

by Moses, you cannot be saved." 
2
This brought Paul and Barnabas into 

sharp dispute and debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas were 

appointed, along with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to 

see the apostles and elders about this question. 
3
The church sent them 

on their way, and as they traveled through Phoenicia and Samaria, they 

told how the Gentiles had been converted. This news made all the 

brothers very glad. 
4
When they came to Jerusalem, they were 

welcomed by the church and the apostles and elders, to whom they 

reported everything God had done through them.  

 
5
Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees 

stood up and said, "The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to 

obey the Law of Moses."  

 
6
The apostles and elders met to consider this question. 

7
After much 

discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: "Brothers, you know that 

some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might 

hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. 
8
God, who 
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knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy 

Spirit to them, just as he did to us. 
9
He made no distinction between us 

and them, for he purified their hearts by faith. 
10

Now then, why do you 

try to test God by putting on the necks of the disciples a yoke that 

neither we nor our fathers have been able to bear? 
11

No! We believe it 

is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they 

are."  

 
12

The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and 

Paul telling about the miraculous signs and wonders God had done 

among the Gentiles through them.  
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Study Questions: Church Unity 
1 Corinthians 3:1-11 & Acts 15:1-12 

 

Introduction: 

The church in Corinth struggled with many of the same things that we 

struggle with in our churches today. There were various opinions about 

Apollos’ leadership versus Paul’s authority and there was jealousy and 

quarreling because the church had lost their foundation on Jesus. The 

same type of struggle showed up in Antioch over circumcision. When 

they brought the matter to the church in Jerusalem the topic had the 

potential of splitting the Early Church. After the apostles and elders 

discussed the issue, they found the solution was to bring it right back to 

Jesus and His grace. 

Like a family, the Church family can also have problems because its 

members are sinners. It is essential that we bring problems back to the 

one foundation, Jesus, and work through the problems. Church unity is 

not the absence of problems, but the decision to work through the 

problems. We must not run from the conflicts, but rather look to Jesus 

for a way to solve them.  Romans 15:5 says, “May the God who gives 

endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among 

yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus.”  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand that if Christ is the head of the body, then there 

is only one body.   

– To realize that we are servants of the Lord and our only 

purpose is to bring Him glory.  

 

 Attitude  

– To appreciate the differences that God has made in each 

member of His body.  

 

 Actions 

– To listen and understand other people’s perspectives. 

– To encourage fellow brothers and sisters in the body of Christ.   

– To unite as a body reaching the world for Christ. 

 

Memory Verse:  
1 Peter 3:8 “Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be 

sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:  
Psalm 133; Romans 12:3-8; 1 Corinthians 6:5-8, 12; Ephesians 4:1-7; 

Hebrews 10:23-25; 1 Peter 3:8-11; 1 John 3:11-20; 4:7-21  
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Questions about the Story: 

1. How does Paul view the Corinthian church? (1 Corinthians 

3:1-4 He told them that he viewed them as infants in Christ, 

worldly, jealous, quarrelsome and mere men.) 

 

2. How are Paul and Apollos’ character described?  

(1 Corinthians 3:5-9 They have a servant attitude and are 

working at their assigned task. They recognize that the work 

they do is nothing because only God can make it grow. They 

are working for one purpose, the Lord’s glory.) 

 

3. What is the problem with focusing on two different leaders?  

(1 Corinthians 3:3-4 Following two leaders will always lead 

down two separate paths. If we are following Jesus, then there 

is only one leader and one foundation.) 

 

4. How does a leader help the church? (1 Corinthians 3:5-9 They 

must serve the church, plant the seeds of faith in people, water 

that faith with the Word of God and watch the Lord grow 

people for use in His kingdom.) 

 

5. How do leaders hurt the church? (1 Corinthians 3:3-4 They 

allow jealousy, quarreling and immature attitudes to develop. 

Any amount of personal pride destroys the focus on what the 

Lord has done.) 

 

6. What is the leader’s role verses God’s? (1 Corinthians 3:5-11 

The leader can only do the task they have been assigned. Even 

that work is the grace of God. The Lord is the one that causes 

people to believe and He is the one that makes them to grow. 

The very foundation is Jesus alone.) 

 

7. How does the Lord receive glory? (1 Corinthians 3:9-11 When 

the Church works together, people are saved, the Word of God 

is taught and the living temple of God is constructed.) 

 

8. Why does Paul give a caution about how to build on the 

foundation of Christ? (1 Corinthians 3:10 Because there is no 

other foundation other than Jesus Christ.) 

 

9. Why was the topic of circumcision so important? (Acts 15:1 It 

was a matter of salvation. It was a physical sign of 

membership in the Jewish community. It was a huge cultural 
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jump for the Jews to accept that Gentiles could be saved. It 

was even a greater jump to set aside the circumcision that God 

had established with Abraham.) 

 

10. How was the teaching that the men brought from Judea to 

Antioch harmful? (Acts 15:1 It brought doubt about how 

people are saved. It caused questions and doubt about the two 

founding teachers in Antioch. It forced the issue to be brought 

to Jerusalem.) 

 

11. How did the church in Antioch respond to the debate that 

came up in their church? (Acts 15:2-3 The church appointed 

Paul and Barnabas, along with some other believers, to go up 

to Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about this question 

about circumcision for Gentile believers.) 

 

12. How does Paul and Barnabas’ testimony encourage church 

unity? (Acts 15:3-4 Paul and Barnabas reported everything 

that God had done through them and how the Gentiles had 

been converted. It was a focus on the Lord’s work that brought 

about unity.) 

 

13. How did the apostles and elders respond to believers who 

belonged to the Pharisees? (Acts 15:6-11 They met to consider 

and discuss the question. Then Peter explained that God had 

accepted the Gentiles by giving them the Holy Spirit and had 

made no distinction between them and the Jews. Peter pointed 

out that it is only through the grace of the Lord Jesus that 

there is salvation.) 

  

 

Application Questions: 

1. What appearance does the Church give to the outside world 

when we fight, quarrel, and argue? (1 Corinthians 3:1-4 The 

world thinks of it as the same as itself, if not worse because of 

the hypocritical lifestyle of promoting love and peace but 

living in anger and dissension.) 

 

2. How should we respond when arguments and debates come up 

in church? (1 Corinthians 3:5; Acts 15:2, 8, 11 We should take 

the attitude of servants and humble ourselves before God. 

Then we should take the issue to leadership and seek the Lord. 

Finally, the decision must come as the whole Church is united 

in God’s Word.) 
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3. What is the problem when we follow the leadership of man 

rather than Jesus? (1 Corinthians 3:3-4 We begin to compare 

ourselves with others. In the process envy, jealousy, and 

quarrels develop.) 

 

4. How should we view our position in the ministry of God?  

(1 Corinthians 3:5-6 We should view ourselves as mere 

servants of the Lord Jesus Christ, appointed to do that which 

He would have us to do.) 

 

5. What are some ways that you can be serving your church 

body? 

 

6. How do we help or hurt the church? (1 Corinthians 3:3-9 We 

help the Church when we focus on Jesus and help the people 

grow. We hurt the church anytime that our pride gets 

involved. Every fruit that is produced comes because the Lord 

has created it and not ourselves.) 

 

7. How can we stay united in ministry? (Acts 15:3-4, 11-12 We 

must focus on our salvation through Jesus and the work that 

the Lord is doing.) 

 

8. What are some ways that you have seen the Lord actively 

working in your congregation?  

 

9. Why does all of the honor and praise need to go to the Lord if 

anything good comes out of our ministry? (1 Corinthians 3:7 

God alone must receive the glory because He causes fruit and 

growth in the ministry.) 

 

10. What are we to do in the church when we don’t know or 

understand what our ministry is? (1 Corinthians 3:5-8 We 

should seek God, as He ultimately is the one who appoints and 

determines the work that we are to be about and is the one 

who works through us.  Other Christians may assist us in 

seeing how God has blessed us or is leading us.) 

 

11. What foundation should our ministries be built on?    

(1 Corinthians 3:10-11; Acts 15:11 Our lives and ministries 

must be built on the foundation of Christ. It is only through the 

grace of God that are we saved. He is a solid rock any other 

foundation is sinking sand.) 
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Scriptures on False Prophets: 

 Deuteronomy 13:1-3 Jeremiah23:16-18 

 

 What is the work of a false prophet? 

 Matthew 7:15-23  2 Peter 2:1-3 

 

 What will be in the last days? 

 2 Timothy 4:2-4  2 Timothy 3:1-5 

 Matthew 24:23-24 Revelation 13:11-18 

 Revelation19:20  2 Corinthians 11:2-4, 13-15 
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79.   Praying for Healing  
Jesus Heals the Centurion’s Servant and the Son from Nain 

Luke 7:1-22 
 

Luke 7
 

1
When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing of the people, he 

entered Capernaum. 
2
There a centurion's servant, whom his master 

valued highly, was sick and about to die. 
3
The centurion heard of Jesus 

and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal 

his servant. 
4
When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, 

"This man deserves to have you do this, 
5
because he loves our nation 

and has built our synagogue." 
6
So Jesus went with them.  

      He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to 

say to him: "Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have 

you come under my roof. 
7
That is why I did not even consider myself 

worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be 

healed. 
8
For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. 

I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I 

say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it."  

 
9
When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the 

crowd following him, he said, "I tell you, I have not found such great 

faith even in Israel." 
10

Then the men who had been sent returned to the 

house and found the servant well.  

 
11

Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples 

and a large crowd went along with him. 
12

As he approached the town 

gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only son of his mother, 

and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. 
13

When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, "Don't 

cry."  

 
14

Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood 

still. He said, "Young man, I say to you, get up!" 
15

The dead man sat up 

and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother.  

 
16

They were all filled with awe and praised God. "A great prophet has 

appeared among us," they said. "God has come to help his people." 
17

This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the surrounding 

country.  
18

John's disciples told him about all these things. Calling two 

of them, 
19

he sent them to the Lord to ask, "Are you the one who was to 

come, or should we expect someone else?"  
20

When the men came to 

Jesus, they said, "John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, 'Are you the 

one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?' "  

 
21

At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and 

evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind. 
22

So he replied to 
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the messengers, "Go back and report to John what you have seen and 

heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy
 

are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is 

preached to the poor. 
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Study Questions: Praying for Healing 
Luke 7:1-22

 

 

Introduction: 

We live in a hurting world where we encounter sickness and death. Sin 

has affected every aspect of creation including our health. However, 

God works in the realm of the supernatural and is able to supersede that 

which we are able to do on this earth. We benefit not only in having a 

God who is all-powerful but one who is also personal; who deeply 

desires for us to know Him and call out to Him. Thus, we are able to 

call out to God in prayer and ask for that which in our own minds may 

seem impossible knowing that with Him they are not.  

In this text, a Roman centurion asks Jesus to heal his servant. Jesus 

heals the servant and honors the centurion’s great faith. Then Jesus 

raises the dead son of a widow without even being requested to do so. 

Jesus demonstrated power over sickness and death and He invites us to 

“ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.” (John 14:14) 

 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To realize that Jesus has power over sin, sickness and death.   

– To understand that when we pray, God doesn’t always give us 

the answer we want, but we can always trust His answer. 

 

 Attitude 

– To have compassion for those around us who are sick and 

hurting and bring them before the Lord in prayer. 

– To trust the Lord fully and thank Him for the answers He 

gives.  

 

 Actions  

– To pray in faith for the many needs around us and have 

confidence that the Lord is able to do more than we could ever 

ask or imagine.   

 

Memory Verses:  
James 5:16 “Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for 

each other so that you may be healed.  The prayer of a righteous man is 

powerful and effective.” 

1 John 5:14-15 “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: 

that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we 

know that He hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what 

we asked of Him.” 
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Scriptures for Further Study:  
Exodus 15:26; 1 Kings 17:7-24; Matthew 15:22-28; Mark 5:25-34; 

Luke 18:1-5; Acts 28:27-28; Hebrews 11:6; James 5:14-20; 1 John 

5:14-15  

 

 Questions about the Story: 

1. What does the text say about the servant? (Luke 7:1-2 He was 

the servant of a centurion. He was highly valued, but he was 

sick and about to die.) 

 

2. What do we know about the centurion? (Luke 7:3-9 He had 

heard of Jesus. He was respected by the elders of the Jews. He 

was humble and respected the cultural boundaries. He 

understood authority because he himself was in charge of 100 

soldiers. He knew that Jesus could command this illness and 

that he had great faith.) 

 

3. Why did the elders plead with Jesus? (Luke 7:4 They felt like 

they owed the centurion something because he had built the 

synagogue and that he loved the nation.) 

 

4. What is unusual about the centurion’s message to Jesus? 

(Luke 7:6-8 A Roman officer would not normally give respect 

to a traveling Jewish prophet. He was humble, which is also an 

unusual response. His job was to control the visible world, but 

he understood that Jesus was in control of the unseen world of 

illness.) 

 

5. How did the centurion demonstrate his faith in the power of 

Jesus? (Luke 7:7 The centurion showed faith by believing that 

if Jesus merely said the word his servant would be healed.) 

 

6. Why was Jesus surprised at the centurion’s response? (Luke 

7:9 He as a Roman had more faith than the Israelites. He 

understood the power that Jesus had over this illness when so 

many others did not. He did not consider himself worthy to 

have Jesus even come to his house.) 

 

7. What does the healing say about Jesus? (Luke 7:10 Jesus has 

power over illness; His power is not based on His physical 

presence and He is looking for people of faith.) 
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8. What was the situation of the woman whose son had died? 

(Luke 7:11-12 She was a widow and the one who died was her 

only son. This also meant that she didn’t have anyone left to 

care for her and her grief was very great.) 

 

9. When it says that a dead person was being carried out, what 

does that mean? (Luke 7:12 He had no pulse and no breath. 

The coffin and funeral procession meant they had no hope of 

life. Death was final; they had no reason to expect otherwise.) 

 

10. What does Jesus’ response to the mother show? (Luke 7:13 He 

understood her pain and He cared about her personally.) 

 

11. What does Jesus’ power over death with just a word reveal? 

(Luke 7:14 It reveals that He is God and that we don’t have to 

fear death or any other problem before us.) 

 

12. What was the result of this miraculous resurrection? (Luke 

7:16 The people in the crowd praised God, saying, “God has 

come to help His people.”) 

 

13. Why did John ask Jesus if He was the one? (Luke 7:19 From 

prison, John couldn’t see all that was going on. In prison he 

needed the encouragement of the promised Messiah.) 

 

14. How is Jesus’ simple answer so strong? (Luke 7:22 Instead of 

answering with words, Jesus pointed to the physical realities 

that were happening. The testimonies of the lives that had 

been changed and the proclamation of the Good News was 

stronger than anything He could have said.) 

 

 

Application Questions: 

1. What are the problems in your life that you need to bringing to 

Jesus? 

 

2. What does the centurion’s request show us about prayer? 

(Luke 7:6-7 Who we are does not make us more deserving of 

God’s attention. It is faith in Jesus alone that makes us worthy 

or able to request anything of God. Even though we are 

unworthy, we can trust the Lord’s power and desire to heal.) 

 

3. Did the centurion’s “good works” cause Jesus to heal the 

servant? (Luke 7:4-7 No. It is our faith in Jesus that allows us 

to receive anything. Jesus did not commend the centurion for 
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his good works, but for his faith.) 

 

4. Since faith is what allows us to believe that the Lord can heal, 

can the Lord work in spite of our lack of faith? (Luke 7:13-15 

Yes. Faith is a gift from God and He is able to bring a person 

back to life and create faith where there was none. Apart from 

Christ in our hearts, we are spiritually dead. There is nothing 

that we can do to become alive, but Jesus says to us like he 

said to the young man, “I say to you, get up!”) 

 

5. If Jesus has the ability to heal, why is there still sickness and 

death? (Matthew 13:54-58 says that Jesus did not do many 

miracles in His hometown because of their lack of faith. Many 

times people do not even turn to Jesus for healing. They will 

try every other thing, but will not ask the Lord.) 

 

6. Is it always God’s will to heal? (No. In 2 Corinthians 12:7-9 

Paul was not healed from the thorn in his flesh. In 1 John 

5:14-15 it says that He will give us what we ask if it is 

according to His will. In John 9:1-3, Jesus told His disciples 

that the man had been blind from birth so that the work of God 

might be displayed in his life. In John 11:4, Jesus said the 

Lazarus’ death was also for the glory of God.) 

 

7. How is our faith revealed? (Luke 7:9 Our faith can be seen in 

prayer when we cry out to the Lord. It can be seen when trials 

come and we depend on the Lord for strength. It also shows 

when we tell people about the greatness of God.) 

 

8. What situations have stretched your faith? What has caused 

your faith to grow?  

 

9. What should we do when we face sickness? (Luke 7:4 Plead 

earnestly with Jesus for His mercy. James 5:13-16 also 

reminds us to “call the elders of the church to pray over him 

and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord” and “confess 

your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may 

be healed.”) 

 

10. How can the Lord be glorified through illnesses and problems 

that we face? (Sometimes it is through miraculous events like 

these healings, other times it is through the testimony of what 

He has done. John was beheaded in prison and yet God was 

glorified through his life.) 
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11. What do we learn about the character of God when we look at 

Jesus’ compassion for people while He lived on earth? (Luke 

7:13 Just as Jesus had compassion on the widow or the 

servant, He also cares for us.) 

 

12. What kind of heart do you have for those who are hurting or in 

pain around you? What is your response to them? 

 

13. When we see God doing miraculous work around us, what 

should be our response? (Luke 7:16 Like the crowd, we can 

respond with praise to God for coming to help His people.) 

 

14. Like John, we also have doubts. How can you battle those 

doubts? (Luke 7:19 The Word of God and the testimony of 

what He has done defeats doubt.) 

 

15. If Jesus was able to heal the blind, lame, lepers, deaf, and 

dead, what has He done in your life?  
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80.   Witnessing  
Peter and John Before the Sanhedrin 

Acts 4:1-21 

 

Acts 4 

 
1
The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees 

came up to Peter and John while they were speaking to the people. 
2
They were greatly disturbed because the apostles were teaching the 

people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the dead. 
3
They 

seized Peter and John, and because it was evening, they put them in jail 

until the next day. 
4
But many who heard the message believed, and the 

number of men grew to about five thousand.  

 
5
The next day the rulers, elders and teachers of the law met in 

Jerusalem. 
6
Annas the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, 

John, Alexander and the other men of the high priest's family. 
7
They 

had Peter and John brought before them and began to question them: 

"By what power or what name did you do this?"  

 
8
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: "Rulers and 

elders of the people! 
9
If we are being called to account today for an act 

of kindness shown to a cripple and are asked how he was healed, 
10

then 

know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus 

Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the 

dead, that this man stands before you healed. 
11

He is  

   " 'the stone you builders rejected,  

      which has become the capstone. 
12

Salvation is found in no one else, 

for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we 

must be saved."  

 
13

When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they 

were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took 

note that these men had been with Jesus. 
14

But since they could see the 

man who had been healed standing there with them, there was nothing 

they could say. 
15

So they ordered them to withdraw from the Sanhedrin 

and then conferred together. 
16

"What are we going to do with these 

men?" they asked. "Everybody living in Jerusalem knows they have 

done an outstanding miracle, and we cannot deny it. 
17

But to stop this 

thing from spreading any further among the people, we must warn 

these men to speak no longer to anyone in this name."  

 
18

Then they called them in again and commanded them not to speak or 

teach at all in the name of Jesus. 
19

But Peter and John replied, "Judge 

for yourselves whether it is right in God's sight to obey you rather than 

God. 
20

For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and 

heard."  
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21

After further threats they let them go. They could not decide how to 

punish them, because all the people were praising God for what had 

happened. 
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Study Questions: Witnessing 
Acts 4:1-21 

 

Introduction: 

Peter and John had gone up to the temple to pray and as they entered, 

they healed a man that had been crippled from birth. After using that 

opportunity to tell people about Jesus and the power in His name, they 

were put in jail for what they had said. However, jail just gave them an 

opportunity to tell the rulers, elders, teachers of the law and the high 

priest’s family about Jesus. 

Today, we can also face opposition for telling people about Jesus, yet it 

is the message that our world needs to hear. Whether it is through trials 

or times of praise, each and every circumstance can convey Jesus 

Christ’s work in our lives. Our purpose on earth is not only to know 

Jesus, but also to tell those around us so they may know Him. Peter’s 

message to the leaders is clear, “Salvation is found in no one else, for 

there is no other name under heaven by which we must be saved.” 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To know that the Lord gives everyone who believes personal 

experiences of God that others need to hear.   

– To understand that resisting or ignoring the work of God is 

opposing God. 

 

 Attitude  

– To have kindness and courage as we testify about Jesus. 

 

 Actions  

– To use every blessing and trial in life to tell people about the 

greatness of God.   

– To obey God rather than men when people try to silence the 

Gospel of Christ. 

 

Memory Verses:  
Matthew 10:19-20 “But when they arrest you, do not worry about what 

to say or how to say it.  At that time you will be given what to say, for 

it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking 

through you.” 

1 Peter 3:15-16 “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be 

prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason 

for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect, 

keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against 

your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.” 
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Scriptures for Further Study:  
Matthew 10:19-20; 28:18-20; Acts 1:8, 2:22-38; 14:1-7; Romans 1:16; 

1 Corinthians 15:1-6; 1 Peter 3:15-16    

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. What is strange about being arrested for healing someone and 

preaching about Jesus in the temple? (Acts 4:1 The temple is 

where people should come for healing, prayer, and talking 

about what God has done. It should be the most welcoming 

place.) 

 

2. Why did the priests and the captain of the temple arrest Peter 

and John for speaking about Jesus? (Acts 4:1-2 These same 

leaders were the ones that had crucified Jesus. They were 

greatly disturbed because they were proclaiming Jesus’ 

resurrection. To them, preaching that Jesus was the Messiah, 

seemed to go against everything in their religion.) 

  

3. What type of opposition did Peter and John face? (Acts  

4:3, 7, 18 The leaders of Jews put them in jail, had them face 

trial and commanded them not to speak in the name of Jesus.) 

 

4. What was it about the message that caused such a response? 

(Acts 4:10-12 It was Jesus, whom they had crucified, denied 

and rejected that was raised from the dead. It was Jesus as the 

Messiah and the power in His name that they did not believe. 

It was the exclusive claim that salvation was found in no one 

else.) 

  

5. What was the response from those in the crowd who had 

heard the message and proclamation of the good news of Jesus 

Christ? (Acts 4:4 Many who had heard the message believed 

and added themselves to those who were already of the faith.) 

 

6. How did the rulers, elders, teachers of the law and high 

priest’s family respond to the message? (Acts 4:13-17 They 

were astonished at Peter and John and their confidence. They 

were left speechless by the fact that the man who had been 

healed was standing there. They were confused about what to 

do with them. They were unwilling to believe even though 

they recognized it as an outstanding miracle that they could 

not deny and they were defiant by commanding Peter and 
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John to stop speaking in Jesus name.) 

 

7. What types of power are being referred to? (Acts 4:7-19 The 

leaders are wondering where the healing power came from. 

Peter responds in the power of the Holy Spirit. The healing 

was done in the power of the name of Jesus. The leaders tried 

to use their power to stop Peter and John, but God’s power or 

authority was above all.) 

 

8. Why did Peter direct the attention and glory for the healing to 

Jesus? (Acts 4:10 Since it was not Peter that healed the man, 

he could not take any credit for the healing. Since it was Jesus 

that healed the man, Peter should not have been credited for 

the good that was done.) 

 

9. What was behind Peter and John’s question of whether they 

should obey God rather than the religious leaders? (Acts 4:19-

20 It was the responsibility of the priests and elders to be the 

intercessors between the people and God. Instead, they had 

become the roadblock. They were unwilling to acknowledge 

that this outstanding miracle was from God.) 

 

 

Application Questions: 

1. What strange things do we face in telling people about Jesus? 

(Acts 4:1 We can find strong resistance in our homes or with 

our families. We can also find receptivity from some of the 

most unlikely people and the strangest of places.) 

 

2. What is the message that we have to proclaim to the world 

around us? (Acts 4:2, 12 The message of the good news of 

Jesus is needed in the whole world. It is in Jesus that we have 

forgiveness of our sins, the hope of resurrection, salvation, and 

healing.) 

 

3. How can you share Jesus Christ with those around you?  

 

4. What positive response have you received from those 

opportunities?  

 

5. What type of opposition will we face as we share Jesus? (Acts 

4:3, 7, 18 Like Peter and John, many Christians face threats, 

jail, punishment and trials.) 
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6. What will be the response of the world around us when we 

share the Gospel of Jesus Christ? (Acts 4:1-4 The response of 

the world will vary widely. Those whom the Holy Spirit has 

been working in will come to salvation and stand in awe at the 

love and grace of Jesus Christ. Those who are resisting the 

work of God will be disturbed by the Gospel and respond 

negatively.) 

 

7. Why do we have no reason to fear when we are questioned for 

our faith? (Acts 4:8 Because we have the power of the Holy 

Spirit living in us. We are serving the Almighty God who has 

all authority in the earth. Matthew 10:19-20 says He will give 

us the words to say at the right time.) 

 

8. How can we be a witness for Jesus when we are questioned 

about our lives and what we are doing? (Acts 4:10-11 We can 

serve as a witness for Jesus even when we are questioned and 

endure hardship by pointing people back to Jesus Christ and 

giving Him the glory from our lives. We must always be ready 

to give an answer for the hope that we have. 1 Peter 3:15-16) 

 

9. Why does God use simple and ordinary men to show His 

glory? (Acts 4:13 God uses simple men to do His work so that 

it is obvious that it is not by man but by the Lord Almighty.) 

 

10. What should our response as Christians be when the Lord has 

told us to do something that the world opposes? (Acts 4:19-20 

As Christians, we should choose to listen to the Word of the 

Lord over the words of man as God ultimately is the One who 

has control not only of this present life, but also of the life to 

come.)  

 

11. What are some of the things that the Lord has been telling you 

to do?  What has been your response? 
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81. Evangelism 

Paul before King Agrippa 

Acts 26:1-29 

 

Acts 26 

 
1
Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You have permission to speak for 

yourself." So Paul motioned with his hand and began his defense: 
2
"King Agrippa, I consider myself fortunate to stand before you today 

as I make my defense against all the accusations of the Jews, 
3
and 

especially so because you are well acquainted with all the Jewish 

customs and controversies. Therefore, I beg you to listen to me 

patiently.  

 
4
"The Jews all know the way I have lived ever since I was a child, 

from the beginning of my life in my own country, and also in 

Jerusalem. 
5
They have known me for a long time and can testify, if they 

are willing, that according to the strictest sect of our religion, I lived as 

a Pharisee. 
6
And now it is because of my hope in what God has 

promised our fathers that I am on trial today. 
7
This is the promise our 

twelve tribes are hoping to see fulfilled as they earnestly serve God day 

and night. O king, it is because of this hope that the Jews are accusing 

me. 
8
Why should any of you consider it incredible that God raises the 

dead?  

 
9
"I too was convinced that I ought to do all that was possible to oppose 

the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 
10

And that is just what I did in 

Jerusalem. On the authority of the chief priests I put many of the saints 

in prison, and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them. 
11

Many a time I went from one synagogue to another to have them 

punished, and I tried to force them to blaspheme. In my obsession 

against them, I even went to foreign cities to persecute them.  

 
12

"On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the 

authority and commission of the chief priests. 
13

About noon, O king, as 

I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, 

blazing around me and my companions. 
14

We all fell to the ground, and 

I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, 'Saul, Saul, why do you 

persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.'  

 
15

"Then I asked, 'Who are you, Lord?'  

   " 'I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,' the Lord replied. 
16

'Now get 

up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a 

servant and as a witness of what you have seen of me and what I will 

show you. 
17

I will rescue you from your own people and from the 

Gentiles. I am sending you to them 
18

to open their eyes and turn them 

from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that 
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they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are 

sanctified by faith in me.'  

 
19

"So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from 

heaven. 
20

First to those in Damascus, then to those in Jerusalem and in 

all Judea, and to the Gentiles also, I preached that they should repent 

and turn to God and prove their repentance by their deeds. 
21

That is 

why the Jews seized me in the temple courts and tried to kill me. 
22

But 

I have had God's help to this very day, and so I stand here and testify to 

small and great alike. I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets 

and Moses said would happen— 
23

that the Christ would suffer and, as 

the first to rise from the dead, would proclaim light to his own people 

and to the Gentiles."  

 
24

At this point Festus interrupted Paul's defense. "You are out of your 

mind, Paul!" he shouted. "Your great learning is driving you insane." 

 
25

"I am not insane, most excellent Festus," Paul replied. "What I am 

saying is true and reasonable. 
26

The king is familiar with these things, 

and I can speak freely to him. I am convinced that none of this has 

escaped his notice, because it was not done in a corner. 
27

King Agrippa, 

do you believe the prophets? I know you do."  

 
28

Then Agrippa said to Paul, "Do you think that in such a short time 

you can persuade me to be a Christian?"  

 
29

Paul replied, "Short time or long—I pray God that not only you but 

all who are listening to me today may become what I am, except for 

these chains." 
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Study Questions: Evangelism 
    Acts 26:1-29 

 

Introduction: 

Witnessing is telling what Jesus has done. Evangelism is taking the 

initiative to share Jesus, giving an invitation to respond and leaving the 

results up to God. Unfortunately, many Christians fail to take that 

initiative. Common reasons that believers don’t share their faith 

include: fear of rejection, fear of persecution, or fear of not knowing 

what to say. It all comes down to some form of fear. While fears are 

real, it is important to remember, “the One who is in you is greater than 

the one who is in the world.”  

We can be bold and confidently share our faith like Paul does in this 

account from Acts. In this text, Paul is on trial for his faith in Jesus, but 

he uses the opportunity to give a clear message of Jesus for King 

Agrippa along with an invitation to repent and turn to Christ. In 

Romans 10:24, Paul says why he makes use of every opportunity, 

“How can they believe in the One of whom they have not heard?”  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To know that God wants all men to be saved and come to the 

knowledge of the truth.   

– To understand that He desires to use us to share the gospel of 

Jesus with the world. 

 

 Attitude  

– That our hearts would burn for those who are condemned to 

hell because they don’t know Jesus. 

– That we would rejoice over the salvation of every lost soul. 

 

 Actions  

– To go into the world proclaiming the forgiveness of sins, the 

freedom from guilt, the power over addiction, the new life and 

the hope of eternal life through Jesus Christ.   

– To pray that the Lord of the harvest will send workers into His 

fields so that all might be saved.  

 

Memory Verses:  
Matthew 9:37-38 “Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is 

plentiful but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, 

therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.’” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:  
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Matthew 9:36-38; Mark 16:15-18; Luke 15:7; Acts 1:8; 1 Corinthians 

15:1-7; 1 Timothy 2:4; Philemon 1:6; 1 Peter 3:15-16; 1 John 4:4  

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. Why does Paul say that it is a privilege to stand before King 

Agrippa? (Acts 26:2-3 For Paul it was always a privilege to 

tell people about Jesus. It was a special privilege to tell the 

king because he was familiar with the Jewish customs.) 

 

2. Why did Paul beg King Agrippa to listen patiently? (Acts 26:3 

Because the things of God are foolishness to mind of man. To 

understand spiritual matters is to open ones heart to the Spirit 

of God and the Word of God.) 

 

3. What is unique about Paul’s background? (Acts 26:5-7 Paul 

grew up in his own country, Tarsus, as well as Jerusalem. He 

belonged to the strictest sect of the Jewish religion, the 

Pharisees, who knew him well. He earnestly served God and 

looked for the coming Messiah. It was that very hope that he 

was trusting in.) 

  

4. Why was it so incredible or difficult for King Agrippa or the 

others to believe in the resurrection from the dead? (Acts 26:8 

No one had ever raised themself from the dead. For the Jews 

to accept it meant that they had indeed killed the promised 

Messiah.) 

 

5. What is Paul’s point about his past opposition to the name of 

Jesus of Nazareth? (Acts 26:9-10 Paul understood the zeal of 

the Jews that were opposing him. He understood the role of 

authority and justice, obsession, punishment and persecution. 

He understood that the king’s role was to judge correctly and 

Paul had tried to do the same. His personal background gave 

all the more validity to his argument.) 

 

6. What caused Paul to change so drastically? (Acts 26:12-16 

Paul’s personal encounter with Jesus changed him from a 

persecutor of the Jews to a defender of Jesus. Paul’s 

experience with Jesus was dramatic and life changing. Paul 

experienced the power of Jesus, the conviction of his sin, the 

grace of God and the Lord’s calling for his life.) 

   

7. What commission did Jesus give to Paul? (Acts 26:16-18 

Jesus commissioned Paul to be a servant and a witness of what 

he had seen and what he would be shown. Paul was being sent 
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to not only his own people (the Jews) 

, but also to the Gentiles in order that their eyes might be 

opened and that they might turn from darkness to light, 

receiving the forgiveness of sins and the sanctification by faith 

in Christ.) 

 

8. Why is Paul’s response to the vision important? (Acts  

26:19-20 He was obedient to the vision from God. He 

personally knew of the need for repentance, so he could call 

others to the same. Paul is indirectly giving the same invitation 

to King Agrippa.) 

 

9. What does Paul say his message is based on? (Acts 26:22 Paul 

points back to the Word of God, specifically to Moses and the 

prophets, as the basis for his message. He points out that those 

same Scriptures are what pointed to Christ’s death and 

resurrection.) 

 

10. What response did Paul receive for his testimony of Jesus 

Christ? (Acts 26:24 Festus thought Paul was out of his mind 

and that he was insane, but Agrippa understood that Paul was 

trying to persuade him to believe.) 

 

11. How did Paul respond to the criticism? (Acts 26:25 Paul 

doesn’t return the attack, but rather responds with a very 

humble, yet certain defense.) 

 

12. What did Paul know about King Agrippa and his 

understanding of what was being presented? (Acts 26:26-27 

Paul was aware that King Agrippa was well acquainted with 

the Scriptures and that he believed in the prophets.) 

 

13. What does Paul’s final statement really say? (Acts 26:28-29 In 

that statement, we can see Paul’s true heart and motive for the 

testimony that he gave. Paul desire, like God’s, was for “all 

men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.”  

1 Timothy 2:4 See also Matthew 9:36-38) 

 

Application Questions: 

1. When can we consider it a privilege to share the Gospel? (Acts 

26:2-3 It is a privilege anytime, but the work of God is evident 

when people want to listen, when they see their need of Jesus, 

when they let go of their old life and when they receive new 

birth in Jesus.) 
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2. How do you respond when someone asks you to tell them 

what you believe? 

3. How can we use our previous life as a testimony to relate and 

reach others for Jesus Christ? (Acts 26:5-11 By explaining to 

people where we have been and telling them how Christ has 

changed us. The paths that we have walked can show them the 

power of Christ to change someone into a follower of God.) 

 

4. Who are some of those around you that you can be reaching 

for Jesus Christ? 

 

5. How does Paul’s transformation show us the potential of 

others changing their lives? (Acts 26:12-14 We see that even 

though Paul was living a life opposed to Jesus Christ, the Lord 

revealed Himself to Paul in order to save him. Similarly, the 

Lord desires to reveal Himself to everyone that does not 

believe, in order that they may be saved. The Lord is the One 

who has come to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10).) 

 

6. How have you seen the Lord’s faithfulness in your life and 

how can you use that as a testimony to share with others? 

 

7. Like Paul, what do we need to make sure that our message is 

based on? (Acts 26:22 We need to make sure that when we 

share our testimony, it is based on the Word of God.) 

 

8. What commission has Jesus given to us regarding the gospel? 

(Acts 26:16-18 He has given us the great commission in 

Matthew 28:19-20 “Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 

always, to the very end of the age.”) 

 

9. How should we respond when people mock us and ridicule us 

because of what we believe? Why? (Acts 26:24-25 We need to 

respond humbly yet confident and uncompromising in our 

reply.  We should not have a contentious attitude, but seek to 

model Paul as he boldly and gladly shared about Jesus in spite 

of the adversity.  This attitude will draw others to God.) 

 

10. What attitude should we have for those who are lost and 

without Christ as the Lord of their lives? (Acts 26:28-29 We 

need to love them as family in the kingdom of God or weep 

over seeing them as separated from God. If we are 
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unconcerned about those that don’t know Jesus, we need ask 

the Lord to change us first.) 
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82.  The Call of God 

Jeremiah’s Call from God 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 & Jonah 1-4 

 

Jeremiah 1 
4
 The word of the LORD came to me, saying,  

5
 "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,  

       before you were born I set you apart;  

       I appointed you as a prophet to the nations." 
6
 "Ah, Sovereign LORD," I said, "I do not know how to speak; I am 

only a child."  
7
 But the LORD said to me, "Do not say, 'I am only a child.' You must 

go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. 
8
 Do 

not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you," declares 

the LORD.  
9
 Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said 

to me, "Now, I have put my words in your mouth.  
10

 See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and 

tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant." 

 

Jonah 1 
1
 The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: 

2
 "Go to the 

great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has 

come up before me."  

 
3
 But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish. He 

went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After 

paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the 

LORD.  

 
4
 Then the LORD sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent 

storm arose that the ship threatened to break up. 
5
 All the sailors were 

afraid and each cried out to his own god. And they threw the cargo into 

the sea to lighten the ship. But Jonah had gone below deck, where he 

lay down and fell into a deep sleep. 
6
 The captain went to him and said, 

"How can you sleep? Get up and call on your god! Maybe he will take 

notice of us, and we will not perish."  

 
7
 Then the sailors said to each other, "Come, let us cast lots to find out 

who is responsible for this calamity." They cast lots and the lot fell on 

Jonah.  
8
 So they asked him, "Tell us, who is responsible for making all 

this trouble for us? What do you do? Where do you come from? What 

is your country? From what people are you?" 
9
 He answered, "I am a 

Hebrew and I worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the 

sea and the land."  

 
10

 This terrified them and they asked, "What have you done?" (They 

knew he was running away from the LORD, because he had already 

told them so.)  
11

 The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they 
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asked him, "What should we do to you to make the sea calm down for 

us?"  
12

 "Pick me up and throw me into the sea," he replied, "and it will 

become calm. I know that it is my fault that this great storm has come 

upon you."  

 
13

 Instead, the men did their best to row back to land. But they could 

not, for the sea grew even wilder than before. 
14

 Then they cried to the 

LORD, "O LORD, please do not let us die for taking this man's life. Do 

not hold us accountable for killing an innocent man, for you, O LORD, 

have done as you pleased." 
15

 Then they took Jonah and threw him 

overboard, and the raging sea grew calm. 
16

 At this the men greatly 

feared the LORD, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made 

vows to him.  

 
17

 But the LORD provided a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah 

was inside the fish three days and three nights. 

 

Jonah 2 
1
 From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the LORD his God. 

2
 He said:  

"In my distress I called to the LORD, and he answered me. From the 

depths of the grave I called for help, and you listened to my cry. 
10

 And the LORD commanded the fish, and it vomited Jonah onto dry 

land. 

 

Jonah 3 

 
1
 Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time: 

2
 "Go to 

the great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you."  

 
3
 Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to Nineveh. Now 

Nineveh was a very important city—a visit required three days. 
4
 On 

the first day, Jonah started into the city. He proclaimed: "Forty more 

days and Nineveh will be overturned." 
5
 The Ninevites believed God. 

They declared a fast, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put 

on sackcloth.  

 
6
 When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, 

took off his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down 

in the dust. 
10

 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil 

ways, he had compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction 

he had threatened. 

 

Jonah 4 
1
 But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry. 

2
 He prayed to 

the LORD, "O LORD, is this not what I said when I was still at home? 

That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a 

gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, 

a God who relents from sending calamity. 
3
 Now, O LORD, take away 

my life, for it is better for me to die than to live."  
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4
 But the LORD replied, "Have you any right to be angry?"  

 
5
 Jonah went out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he 

made himself a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would 

happen to the city. 
6
 Then the LORD God provided a vine and made it 

grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, 

and Jonah was very happy about the vine. 
7
 But at dawn the next day 

God provided a worm, which chewed the vine so that it withered. 
8
 

When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun 

blazed on Jonah's head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and 

said, "It would be better for me to die than to live."  

 
9
 But God said to Jonah, "Do you have a right to be angry about the 

vine?" "I do," he said. "I am angry enough to die." 
10

 But the LORD 

said, "You have been concerned about this vine, though you did not 

tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 
11

 

But Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who 

cannot tell their right hand from their left, and many cattle as well. 

Should I not be concerned about that great city?" 
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Study Questions: The Call of God 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 & Jonah 1-4 
 

Introduction: 

At times the call of God is difficult to accept or understand. The tasks 

that the Lord asks us to do seem far beyond our ability. It is true that 

God’s plans for us may seem impossible, but nothing is impossible for 

God. So, even our weaknesses and fears make the greatness of God that 

much more amazing. The Lord is able to use us for His glory, because 

He is the one doing the work.  

As a young person Jeremiah received a call to do the Lord’s work. It 

was more than he felt capable of doing, but Jeremiah had been created 

and called for the Lord’s work and the Lord carried him to the end. The 

Lord also called Jonah to be His prophet, but Jonah refused. Instead, he 

tried to run away and had to face the consequences. For both Jeremiah 

and Jonah, the Lord kept his promises and He used them to proclaim 

His Word. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To know that God does have a plan for our lives, even though 

we can’t see it, understand it or even feel capable for it.  

– To understand that we cannot hide from God and the 

consequences are unpleasant.  

 

 Attitude  

– To trust the Lord and His faithfulness. He can use us to do 

exceedingly, abundantly beyond all we could ask or think. 

– To be willing and humble servants. 

 

 Actions  

– To patiently seek the Lord’s direction for our lives.  

– To obey the Lord’s call without question.   

 

Memory Verses:  
Exodus 4:11-12 “The LORD said to him, ‘Who gave man his mouth?  

Who makes him deaf or mute?  Who gives him sight or makes him 

blind?  Is it not I, the LORD?  Now go; I will help you speak and will 

teach you what to say.’” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:  
Exodus 4:1-12; 1 Samuel 16:7-13; Isaiah 6:8; Mathew 28:19-20;  

Mark 16:15-16; John 1:35-51; Luke 10:1-11, 17-21; Acts 26:12-18 
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Questions about the Story: 

1. What is significant about Jeremiah’s call? (Jeremiah  

1:4-10 The Word of God came to him and told him that he had 

been created, set apart, appointed and directed for the Lord’s 

work. The Lord told him what to say and do.) 

 

2. Why is it important that the LORD predestined Jeremiah 

before he was born? (Jeremiah 1:5 The LORD had been 

planning his life and was directing him. Jeremiah could be 

confident in the Lord regardless of his age or his fears.) 

 

3. What does Jeremiah’s response about his ability and age say? 

(Jeremiah 1:6 Jeremiah didn’t have any confidence in himself, 

so any work that was done would be clear evidence that the 

Lord was the one at work.) 

 

4. What was God’s perspective on Jeremiah’s abilities or fears? 

(Jeremiah 1:7 God wasn’t concerned about Jeremiah’s 

abilities; only His willingness. The Lord promised His 

presence, His protection and His message. It only took one 

encounter with the Lord to make the task possible.) 

 

5. What difference does the Lord’s statement, “I have put my 

words in your mouth” make? (Jeremiah 1:9 Without the 

Lord’s Word, Jeremiah has nothing to say and no authority 

with which to speak. It is God’s Word alone that has authority 

over nations or kingdoms. It is His Word that destroys, builds 

and plants.) 

 

6. What does the word “appoint” mean? (Jeremiah 1:5, 10 To 

“appoint” means to choose and select, which is what God did 

as He gave Jeremiah the role of Israel’s prophet.) 

 

7. What is significant about Jonah’s call? (Jonah 1:1-3 The Word 

of the Lord also came to Jonah. It was a difficult call because 

Nineveh was a large city, the people were wicked and they 

were Israel’s enemies. Even though Jonah tried to run away, 

the Lord pursued him. He sent a storm and a fish; which spit 

Jonah out on the dry land. Jonah obeyed the Lord the second 

time, but he never cared about the people.) 

  

8. How did Jonah try to get away from the Lord and His call? 

(Jonah 1:3, 5, 12 He tried to run the opposite way, he tried to 
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hide in the bottom of the ship, he tried to sleep and he told 

them to throw him overboard, but none of them worked.) 

  

9. How does the Lord’s grace and mercy shine in this story?  

(Jonah 1:2, 4, 17; 2:10; 3:1, 10; 4:6, 8 The Lord’s grace and 

mercy are the theme of this story. It is in God’s mercy that the 

120,000 people of Nineveh repented. It is in God’s grace that 

the Lord spoke to Jonah. His grace is also visible in the wind, 

the great fish, the second call, the vine, the worm and the 

scorching east wind. Each of these actions by God was an 

opportunity for Jonah to repent and change his heart.) 

 

10. How does the response of the sailors and, the pagan city, 

Nineveh compare to Jonah’s? (Jonah 1:15-16; 3:5-6 When the 

sailors saw the power of God over the sea they worshiped 

Him. When the city heard the warning, they believed God, 

repented, declared a fast and put on sackcloth. Jonah did none 

of the above. His heart was hard and he didn’t care about the 

people.) 

 

11. Why did the sailors and the people of Nineveh worship and 

repent? (Jonah 1:15-16; 3:5-6 They feared the Lord, listened 

to the Word from Jonah, and believed in God.) 

  

12. What was God’s reaction to seeing the repentance of the 

Ninevites? (Jonah 3:10 When God saw what they did and how 

they turned from their evil ways, he had compassion and did 

not bring destruction upon them.) 

 

13. Is Jonah in danger because of his attitude? (Jonah 4:1, 4, 8-10 

Jonah is in danger of the same judgment as the Ninevites 

because he is angry at the Lord’s compassion.) 

 

14. Why did the Lord provide the vine for Jonah? (Jonah 4:6 To 

point out Jonah’s bad attitude toward the people. Jonah cared 

more about the vine than he did about the 120,000 people.) 

 

15. How does Jonah describe God’s character based on seeing His 

compassion for Nineveh? (Jonah 4:2 Jonah described God as 

gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in 

love, a God who relents from sending calamity.) 

 

16. How does this story relate to Jesus?  (In Matthew 12:39-41 

Jesus said that as Jonah was three days and nights in the fish, 
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the Son of Man would be three days and nights in the earth.) 

 

Application Questions: 

1. What is a call from God and how do you recognize it? 

(Jeremiah 1:4; Jonah 1:1-2 The call of God is a request from 

Him to do His work. It must come from the Word of the Lord 

and not our own ideas. It is an emphasis on what the Lord is 

doing through a person rather than on the person.) 

 

2. Do you sense the Lord’s calling you in your life? (Romans 

10:13-15) 

 

3. Why can we have peace regarding the Lord’s calling for us? 

(Jeremiah 1:5, 8 We can have peace in knowing that the Lord 

already knows what will happen, promises to be with us, and 

will rescue us in whatever we encounter.) 

 

4. What kind of people is God able to use? How should this 

encourage us? (Jeremiah 1:6-7 God is able to use all people, 

young or old, great or small, which is encouraging because 

when we look at our lives, we feel inadequate for the work 

that God has set in front of us. The work has to do with the 

Lord rather than us.) 

 

5. What is our faith based on when we look at our weaknesses 

and our problems? (Jeremiah 1:6-7 We are basing our faith on 

ourselves rather than on God. Our faith must trust in the Lord 

because He can do anything.) 

 

6. Does the Lord call us to do easy things? (Jonah 1:1-2 No, the 

Lord at times calls us to do things that seem impossible and 

undesirable.) 

 

7. Can we ever run away from the Lord? Why or why not? 

(Jonah 1:3 No, we cannot run away from the Lord, but we can 

resist or rebel against His call for our lives.) 

 

8. How is God’s character essential for His calling? (Jonah 3:1 

(We need his grace and compassion. We need His second 

chances because we are sinful. Even when we fail and go our 

own way, the Lord is patient with us and pursues us. Apart 

from His character we would be condemned like the 

Ninevites.) 

 

9. When has the Lord given you a second chance? 
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10. How is the Lord able to use His Word when we are faithful 

preachers of it? (Jonah 3:4-5 The Lord is able to use His Word 

to transform lives. Sometimes the most unlikely people will 

repentance and believe.) 

 

11. How have you seen the compassion of the Lord in your life? 

 

12. How has God shown His compassion to all mankind through 

Jesus Christ? (Romans 5:8 “God demonstrates his own love 

for us in this:  While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”) 

 

13. How can the Lord’s gift of the vine encourage us when we are 

having the wrong attitude towards the ministry that God has 

called us? (Jonah 4:6 In providing a vine for Jonah, we see 

God providing the shade and rest that Jonah needs.  God 

demonstrates His compassion and faithfulness even when the 

task is hard. Thus, we can go forward in the ministry in 

confidence, knowing that the Lord will be with us.) 
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83.  Suffering for the Gospel 
Paul’s Shipwreck 

Acts 27:27-28:10 

 

Acts 27 

 
27

On the fourteenth night we were still being driven across the Adriatic 

Sea, when about midnight the sailors sensed they were approaching 

land. 
28

They took soundings and found that the water was a hundred 

and twenty feet deep. A short time later they took soundings again and 

found it was ninety feet deep. 
29

Fearing that we would be dashed 

against the rocks, they dropped four anchors from the stern and prayed 

for daylight. 
30

In an attempt to escape from the ship, the sailors let the 

lifeboat down into the sea, pretending they were going to lower some 

anchors from the bow. 
31

Then Paul said to the centurion and the 

soldiers, "Unless these men stay with the ship, you cannot be saved." 
32

So the soldiers cut the ropes that held the lifeboat and let it fall away.  

 
33

Just before dawn Paul urged them all to eat. "For the last fourteen 

days," he said, "you have been in constant suspense and have gone 

without food—you haven't eaten anything. 
34

Now I urge you to take 

some food. You need it to survive. Not one of you will lose a single 

hair from his head." 
35

After he said this, he took some bread and gave 

thanks to God in front of them all. Then he broke it and began to eat. 
36

They were all encouraged and ate some food themselves. 
37

Altogether 

there were 276 of us on board. 
38

When they had eaten as much as they 

wanted, they lightened the ship by throwing the grain into the sea.  

 
39

When daylight came, they did not recognize the land, but they saw a 

bay with a sandy beach, where they decided to run the ship aground if 

they could. 
40

Cutting loose the anchors, they left them in the sea and at 

the same time untied the ropes that held the rudders. Then they hoisted 

the foresail to the wind and made for the beach. 
41

But the ship struck a 

sandbar and ran aground. The bow stuck fast and would not move, and 

the stern was broken to pieces by the pounding of the surf.  

 
42

The soldiers planned to kill the prisoners to prevent any of them from 

swimming away and escaping. 
43

But the centurion wanted to spare 

Paul's life and kept them from carrying out their plan. He ordered those 

who could swim to jump overboard first and get to land. 
44

The rest 

were to get there on planks or on pieces of the ship. In this way 

everyone reached land in safety.  

Acts 28 

 
1
Once safely on shore, we found out that the island was called Malta. 

2
The islanders showed us unusual kindness. They built a fire and 

welcomed us all because it was raining and cold. 
3
Paul gathered a pile 

of brushwood and, as he put it on the fire, a viper, driven out by the 
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heat, fastened itself on his hand. 
4
When the islanders saw the snake 

hanging from his hand, they said to each other, "This man must be a 

murderer; for though he escaped from the sea, Justice has not allowed 

him to live." 
5
But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no 

ill effects. 
6
The people expected him to swell up or suddenly fall dead, 

but after waiting a long time and seeing nothing unusual happen to him, 

they changed their minds and said he was a god.  

 
7
There was an estate nearby that belonged to Publius, the chief official 

of the island. He welcomed us to his home and for three days 

entertained us hospitably. 
8
His father was sick in bed, suffering from 

fever and dysentery. Paul went in to see him and, after prayer, placed 

his hands on him and healed him. 
9
When this had happened, the rest of 

the sick on the island came and were cured. 
10

They honored us in many 

ways and when we were ready to sail, they furnished us with the 

supplies we needed. 
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Study Questions: Suffering for the Gospel 
Acts 27:27-28:10 

 

Introduction: 

In this text Paul is a prisoner on a ship that has been in a terrible storm 

for two weeks. He was being brought to Rome to stand trial before 

Caesar. Paul knew more than most what it meant to suffer for the 

Gospel. 2 Corinthians 11:24-26 says, “Five times I received from the 

Jews the forty lashes minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods, 

once I was pelted with stones, three times I was shipwrecked, I spent a 

night and a day in the open sea, I have been constantly on the move. I 

have been in danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from 

my fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in 

danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false 

believers.” 

Paul knew the burden of ministry, he knew the attacks of Satan and he 

knew persecution from people. yet he considered it to be worth all of 

the effort. In John 16:33, Jesus promised that in this world there would 

be trouble, but to take heart because He has overcome the world. If we 

have to suffer for a little while here on this earth, we can do it by fixing 

our eyes on Jesus. Who for the joy before him, endured the cross, 

scorned its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To remember that Jesus understands suffering. 

– To understand that sometimes the Lord allows suffering to 

bring glory to His name.   

– To realize that the pain we experience tests our faith, grows 

our dependence on Jesus and causes us to long for heaven.  

 

 Attitude  

– To trust the Lord for the strength for each day. 

– To rejoice in the fact that this world is not our home and that 

we are just passing through. 

 

 Actions  

– To persevere and endure through whatever lies ahead knowing 

the Lord is the final judge.  

 

Memory Verse:  
1 Peter 4:16 “However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, 

but praise God that you bear that name.” 
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Scriptures for Further Study:  
Matthew 5:10-12; John 15:18-20; 16:33; Acts 14:21-22; Romans 8:35-

39; 1 Corinthians 4:11-13; 2 Corinthians 4:7-12; 11:24-33; 2 Timothy 

3:12; 1 Peter 4:12-14, 16; James 1:2-3; Revelation 6:9-11 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. With what attitude does Paul face this storm, the 

imprisonment and the trial ahead of him? (Acts 27:31, 33-35; 

28:5, 8 Paul faced the storm with faith in the Lord; because of 

his confidence, he was able to give advice and leadership to 

those with him. He also showed a servant attitude as he healed 

the official’s father.) 

 

2. What fears did Paul face? (The fears of the storm, shipwreck, 

sailors abandoning ship, starvation, the unknown land, the 

soldiers who wanted to kill the prisoners, getting to shore, the 

snake and all of that before reaching Rome to face trial before 

treacherous Caesar.) 

 

3. Why does Paul have to go through the imprisonment, storm, 

shipwreck, and snake bite? (There were many good things that 

came out of these trials. Those on the boat were introduced to 

Jesus. The sick islanders came to Paul and were cured and 

were introduced to the one true powerful God. The trip tested 

the faith of all of them.) 

 

4. How many of the situations did Paul have control over? (Paul 

couldn’t control any of the situations. He could only control 

himself and leave the rest up to the Lord. With the peace of 

God inside, Paul was able to lead the people to eat food and 

gain some strength.) 

 

5. What were some of the responses listed in this story? (Fear, 

deceit, faith, anxiety, kindness and honor…  All of these 

different responses came from the same circumstance.) 

 

6. How did Paul show his confidence in God? (Acts 27:35 Paul 

took bread and gave thanks to God in front of them all. He just 

shook the snake off into the fire and he prayed for the 

official’s father.) 

 

7. How does the Lord show himself in this text? (Acts 27:23-25 

Just before the text chosen for this story, Paul refers to a vision 
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from an angel that foretold everything that would happen. In 

this text it seems like there are only hardships until the healing 

of the official’s father, but truly the Lord showed Himself by 

protecting them along the way.) 

 

8. How does the Lord protect everyone during these trials? (Acts 

28:1, 5 The Lord’s protection can be seen in the safety of 

everyone through the journey. He protected the prisoners from 

the guards and Paul from the snake. The islanders even 

showed unusual kindness and offered them supplies to 

continue the trip.) 

 

9. How did Paul use the negative circumstance of being 

shipwrecked on an island to minister to the people there? 

(Acts 28:8-9 Paul prayed for the chief official’s father to be 

healed, as well as other islanders who needed to be cured.) 

 

 

Application Questions: 

1. What have been some situations in your life that you have had 

to go through that have been hard and difficult because of the 

Gospel? What are some current difficulties? 

 

2. Why do believers find themselves in hard and suffering 

situations? (There are many causes for the problems we face. 

Sometimes it is our own sin; other times natural circumstances 

and still other times people or Satan. God allows them into our 

lives in order to test and try our faith and draw us to Himself. 

He is not the cause of pain and suffering, but He does use the 

pain and suffering that we encounter.) 

 

3. What different responses can we have to difficult situations in 

our lives? (We can either choose to respond in fear, losing 

heart and hope in the situation, or we can place our hope and 

our confidence in the Lord knowing that He over everything.) 

 

4. Why can we be confident in the middle of trials? (Acts 27:27-

29 As the Lord was with Paul, He will be with us as well. It 

doesn’t mean there won’t be trials, but it does mean that He 

will be with us through them.) 

 

5. In the middle of difficult trials, how can we give thanks? (Acts 

27:35 We can thank the Lord for food, strength, and safety. 

We can thank Him for salvation and the promise of heaven.) 
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6. In what ways can you be an example for others when you are 

faced with sufferings and hardships? 

7. How can we see the Lord’s help and protection in our lives? 

(He has given us His Word, His promises and His presence for 

this world and the hope for the life to come in heaven.) 

 

8. What encouragement can we have knowing that the Lord 

guards us and protects us? 

 

9. How we use negative circumstance to minister to people? 

(Acts 28:8-9 In the same way, our trials can lead to divine 

appointments with people who need someone to care about 

them and share about Jesus.) 
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84.  Cross-cultural Missions 

Cornelius Believes 

 Acts 10:1-8, 17-48 

 

Acts 10 

 
1
At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what 

was known as the Italian Regiment. 
2
He and all his family were devout 

and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to 

God regularly. 
3
One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. 

He distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to him and said, 

"Cornelius!"  
4
Cornelius stared at him in fear. "What is it, Lord?" he 

asked. The angel answered, "Your prayers and gifts to the poor have 

come up as a memorial offering before God. 
5
Now send men to Joppa 

to bring back a man named Simon who is called Peter. 
6
He is staying 

with Simon the tanner, whose house is by the sea."  

 
7
When the angel who spoke to him had gone, Cornelius called two of 

his servants and a devout soldier who was one of his attendants. 
8
He 

told them everything that had happened and sent them to Joppa. 

17
While Peter was wondering about the meaning of the vision, the men 

sent by Cornelius found out where Simon's house was and stopped at 

the gate. 
18

They called out, asking if Simon who was known as Peter 

was staying there.  
19

While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the 

Spirit said to him, "Simon, three
  
men are looking for you. 

20
So get up 

and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to go with them, for I have sent 

them."  
21

Peter went down and said to the men, "I'm the one you're 

looking for. Why have you come?"  

 
22

The men replied, "We have come from Cornelius the centurion. He is 

a righteous and God-fearing man, who is respected by all the Jewish 

people. A holy angel told him to have you come to his house so that he 

could hear what you have to say." 
23

Then Peter invited the men into the 

house to be his guests.  

    The next day Peter started out with them, and some of the brothers 

from Joppa went along. 
24

The following day he arrived in Caesarea. 

Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and 

close friends. 
25

As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell 

at his feet in reverence. 
26

But Peter made him get up. "Stand up," he 

said, "I am only a man myself."  

 
27

Talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of 

people. 
28

He said to them: "You are well aware that it is against our law 

for a Jew to associate with a Gentile or visit him. But God has shown 

me that I should not call any man impure or unclean. 
29

So when I was 
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sent for, I came without raising any objection. May I ask why you sent 

for me?"  

 
30

Cornelius answered: "Four days ago I was in my house praying at 

this hour, at three in the afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes 

stood before me 
31

and said, 'Cornelius, God has heard your prayer and 

remembered your gifts to the poor. 
32

Send to Joppa for Simon, who is 

called Peter. He is a guest in the home of Simon the tanner, who lives 

by the sea.' 
33

So I sent for you immediately, and it was good of you to 

come. Now we are all here in the presence of God to listen to 

everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us."  

 
34

Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God 

does not show favoritism 
35

but accepts men from every nation who fear 

him and do what is right. 
36

You know the message God sent to the 

people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, 

who is Lord of all. 
37

You know what has happened throughout Judea, 

beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 
38

how God 

anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he 

went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of 

the devil, because God was with him.  

 
39

"We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews 

and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree, 
40

but God 

raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 
41

He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had 

already chosen—by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from 

the dead. 
42

He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that 

he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 
43

All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 

receives forgiveness of sins through his name."  

44
While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on 

all who heard the message.  

45
The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished 

that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the 

Gentiles. 
46

For they heard them speaking in tongues
 
and praising God. 

Then Peter said, 
47

"Can anyone keep these people from being baptized 

with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have." 
48

So 

he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they 

asked Peter to stay with them for a few days. 
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Study Questions: Cross-cultural Missions 
Acts 10:1-8, 17-48 

 
Introduction: 

We can get comfortable telling the message of the Gospel to those in 

our local congregation or our own culture, but the heart of God is to 

reach all people - from every nation, tribe, and tongue, so they will 

know and confess Jesus Christ as Lord.  We need God’s heart for 

people that are from all cultures. We need to bridge the gap to people 

from many different backgrounds.  

Peter and Cornelius came from very different backgrounds. Cornelius 

was a Roman citizen and a centurion. Peter was a fisherman from 

Capernaum and was a Jew. The Jews would not even enter Roman 

homes. It was cross-cultural missions for Peter, a Jew, to share the 

Gospel with Cornelius, a Roman. It was also a cultural jump for 

Cornelius, a man of authority, to humble himself and ask Peter, a 

fisherman, to come and teach Him God’s Word.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand that God desires people “from every nation, 

tribe, people and language, standing before the throne” in 

heaven.   

– To realize the need to tell the whole world of the relationship 

they can have with the risen Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

 

 Attitude  

– To welcome everyone and share the love of God with them. 

 

 Actions 

– To intentionally reach across racial, gender, age, and cultural 

differences to be together in the body of Christ.  

 

Memory Verses:  
Romans 10:12-14 “For there is no difference between Jew and 

Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on 

him, for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 

How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in?  And 

how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?  And 

how can they hear without someone preaching to them?” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:  
Matthew 9:36-38; 28:18-20; Mark 7:19; 16:15-16; Acts 1:8; 8:26-40; 

Romans 10:8-17; Galatians 2:11-16; 1 Timothy 2:4  
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Questions about the Story: 

1. What makes Cornelius both an unusual as well as a natural 

person to become a believer? (Acts 10:1-2 Cornelius was a 

Roman citizen and a centurion in the Italian Regiment, which 

are two reasons for a Jew not to tell him about the Lord. 

However, Cornelius and his family were also devout and God-

fearing. He gave generously to the needy and prayed to God 

regularly, which are all good reasons that he would be a 

believer.) 

 

2. Why did Cornelius and Peter both see visions from God? 

(Acts 10:3, 17 They saw the visions to be directed by God to 

come together. They never would have sought each other out 

except that the Lord brought them together. The Lord was 

expanding His kingdom to include the Gentiles.) 

  

3. Was there an underlying motivation for Peter to go to 

Cornelius or for Cornelius to invite Peter? (Acts 10:4 There 

was nothing in themselves that would have caused them to 

seek the other. The Lord alone gave them the visions and the 

motivation to obey.) 

 

4. What was Cornelius’s reaction to the message from the angel? 

(Acts 10:7-8 He immediately sent servants to get Peter and he 

also prepared his family for their arrival. He excitedly 

anticipated whom Peter was and what he had to say.) 

 

5. What is interesting about Peter’s acceptance of the invitation? 

(Acts 10:21-22 Peter was use to listening to the voice of God, 

but the vision was strange. Peter was going on a two-day 

journey to a man’s house that he did not know. He also didn’t 

know why Cornelius wanted him or what message he was 

supposed to share, yet he went.) 

 

6. What does Cornelius, the centurion, falling at Peter’s feet and 

Peter telling him to get up mean? (Acts 10:25-26 Cornelius 

was showing respect to Peter as a man of God in authority 

over him, but Peter points out that we are all equal under the 

one authority of Jesus. It is amazing that these two opposite 

cultures could come together under Jesus.) 

 

7. What did God reveal to Peter about the worth of any man? 

(Acts 10:28 Peter realized, by the Lord’s grace, that he should 
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not call any man impure or unclean.) 

 

8. What cultural barriers did Peter and Cornelius have to bridge? 

(Acts 10 Attitudes toward one another as individuals, Italian 

verse Jewish backgrounds, understanding of who God was, 

religious practices such as circumcision, Passover or worship 

practices. There were many cultural barriers to overcome; yet 

the Holy Spirit came and bridged those gaps.) 

 

9. Why does God accept men from every nation who fear Him 

and do what is right? (Acts 10:34-35 God created all people 

from every nation. They are His and He created them all 

equal.  He is interested in the condition of our hearts, whether 

we fear, love, and obey Him, not our nationality.) 

 

10. Why did Cornelius gather a large crowd of people? (Acts 

10:27, 33 So that they could hear, “everything the Lord has 

commanded you to tell us.” It shows the attitude of 

expectancy, the moving of the Holy Spirit and the faith of this 

unlikely Gentile.) 

 

11. What happened to the people who were listening to Peter as he 

was still speaking to them? (Acts 10:44 While Peter was still 

speaking, the Holy Spirit came on all of them who had heard 

the message.) 

 

12. What brings a person to faith in Jesus Christ? (Acts 10:44 It is 

the Holy Spirit and the Word of God that changes lives.  The 

task of convincing people to believe is not our role. It is a 

work of God.) 

 

13. Why did Peter order them to be baptized since they had 

received the Holy Spirit? (Acts 10:47-48  The baptism in the 

name of Jesus Christ and the gift of the Holy Spirit were one 

and the same event. It was a work of God in their lives. The 

old was gone and the new had come.) 

 

 

Application Questions: 

1. Who are unlikely candidates for the Gospel from another 

culture? (Acts 10:1-6 We cannot be selective over who we 

think should come to the Lord in faith. It is a work that the 

Holy Spirit does in a person’s life. Our role is to be faithful 

with the message.) 
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2. Who do you have a difficult time showing Christ’s love to? 

How can you reach out to them and show Christ’s love? 

3. What is our motivation for showing love to those who are 

perishing? (1 John 4:19 We are to love everyone from 

everyplace as Christ has first loved us.) 

 

4. How can we live in anticipation of who the Lord will call us to 

respond to? (Acts 10:19-20 We can be watching the Holy 

Spirit’s work in people’s hearts. If they have an interest in 

spiritual things, it is evidence that the Spirit is at work.) 

 

5. What should be our reaction when the Lord calls us to go 

somewhere or to do something for Him? (Acts 10:29 

Whenever the Lord commands us to do something it is an 

opportunity to see the Lord at work. It is an invitation of the 

highest order.) 

 

6. What has the Lord been calling you to do? What has your 

response been? 

 

7. What does it mean that God is not a God who shows 

favoritism? (Acts 10:34-35 That He isn’t selecting a certain 

person over another based on any external differences or 

qualifications but that all persons are equal in the eyes of the 

Lord. What matters is where he placed his trust.) 

 

8. Would you be willing to bridge a cultural gap or a language 

barrier in order to make known the mystery of the Gospel? 

How can you be reaching those for Christ who have never 

heard? 

 

9. What is the simple message that we have to proclaim to all? 

(Acts 10:36-43 The simple message that we have to proclaim 

is that Christ died for the remission of our sins, so that we 

might have eternal life in His name and through God’s grace.) 
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Appendix - History of the Ambassador Institute 
 

The question that had been on my mind for a long time was, "How 

can you train people from multiple backgrounds and languages in 

the Word of God?" I had been confronted with that challenge in 

Tanzania while working with the evangelists who had been 

entrusted with leading their churches. The barriers for them to be 

trained in God's Word were many including: language, finances, 

family responsibilities, availability of training, training resources, 

and learning styles.  

 

It was a little old lady from a small Wisconsin church that the Lord 

used to introduce me to the International Orality Network. It was 

revealing to consider that the training method that Jesus used to 

train his own disciples could still be used to train people in God's 

Word today. It is striking to consider that the parables and questions 

that Jesus used make it possible to jump language and culture now. 

The college trained and the illiterate are able to interact together 

when an oral style of training is used.  

 

That began an experiment that has grown to become a reality with 

amazing results that are only explainable by the hand of God. The 

first group of 20 students started training in Uganda and after the 

first class had completed their two years of studies, they began 

seven more classes and those same students began teaching the 

second generation. The second graduation included 71 students and 

those students started 20 classes with the hope of seeing 300 in the 

next graduation. 

  

This book is the result of something that the Lord has been doing 

over the past five years. It is the combined effort of people from six 

countries. Some have taught and applied the training, others have 

translated, others have check for doctrinal integrity and others for 

grammatical accuracy. Pastor Nate Jore, a missionary to Uganda, 

has led the way in putting this curriculum into practice. He has 

given his life and God's Word into the hands of Ugandan leaders 

and the Lord has used him to multiply this training. Nathan Olson 

and Andrew Olson have expanded this work so that it is available in 

Portuguese, Spanish and Luganda, Pastor Valery Hryhoryk has 
done the Russian translation and Pastor Devasahayam Dunna has 

been leading the Telugu translation and work in India.  
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All of this has been done for the purpose of training people in God's 

Word and it is for His Glory. No single person can take credit for 

what has happened and how the Lord has used this to expand His 

Kingdom. "What, after all, is Apollos? And What is Paul? Only 

servants, through whom you came to believe – as the Lord has 

assigned to each his task. By the grace God has given me, I laid a 

foundation… and someone else is building on it. But each one 

should be careful how he builds. For no one can lay any foundation 

other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ." 1 Corinthians 

3:5, 10-11 

 

Pastor Kevin Olson 

Ambassador Institute Department Head 

 

 

 

 
 


