
  



 2 

2014 by Ambassador Institute 

A Non-Profit Organization 

 

Certificate Curriculum by Ambassador Institute is licensed under a 

Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 United States License. 

 

 

 

 

First Edition, 2014 

 

 
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible,  
New International Version®, NIV®.  
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.™   
Used by permission of Zondervan.  
All rights reserved worldwide 
www.zondervan.com 
 

 

Additional Copies, Teacher’s Aides and Student “Photocopy” Editions 

may be purchased for educational, business or promotional use. For 

information, please e-mail ambassador@aflc.org or contact:  

  

Ambassador Institute ~ USA  

3110 E. Medicine Lake Blvd. 

Plymouth, MN 55441 

763-412-2029 

ambassador@aflc.org 

 

 

 

 

ISBN-13: 978-1940508023  

ISBN-10: 1940508029 

AMBASSADOR INSTITUTE 

 

 



 3 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

1.     Creation ................................................................. 10 

2.     The Fall into Sin.................................................... 17 

3.         Cain and Abel ....................................................... 24 

4.     Noah ...................................................................... 29 

5.     The Call of Abram ................................................ 35 

6.     The Birth of Isaac.................................................. 40 

7.     Abraham’s Faith Tested ........................................ 46 

8.     Jacob and Esau: Promise and Covenant................ 51 

9.     Joseph sold into Egypt .......................................... 55 

10. Joseph Reveals Himself to His Brothers ............... 60 

11. The Call of Moses ................................................. 68 

12. Exodus from Egypt ............................................... 74 

13. Red Sea Deliverance ............................................. 81 

14. The Ten Commandments/Golden Calf ................. 87 
 

 

 

15. The Twelve Spies .................................................. 94 

16. Joshua and the Battle of Jericho.......................... 101 

17. Gideon ................................................................. 106 

18. Ruth ..................................................................... 112 

19. Hannah ................................................................ 118 

20. Saul Rejected and David Anointed ..................... 123 

21. David Spares Saul ............................................... 128 

22. Solomon Asks for Wisdom ................................. 133 

23. Elijah on Mt. Carmel........................................... 138 

24. Elisha Blinds the Arameans ................................ 143 

25. Isaiah ................................................................... 148 

26. Daniel and the Lions ........................................... 154 

27. Esther .................................................................. 159 

28. Nehemiah ............................................................ 167 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 4 

29. Jesus’ Birth.......................................................... 175 

30. Jesus’ Baptism and Temptation .......................... 179 

31. The Demon-possessed Man ................................ 186 

32. The Parable of the Sower .................................... 190 

33. Feeding of 5,000 and Walking on Water ............ 194 

34. Healing Lepers and a Crippled Woman .............. 200 

35. The Lost Sheep, Lost Coin, and Zacchaeus ........ 204 

36. Lazarus Raised from the Dead ............................ 208 

37. The Unmerciful Servant Parables ....................... 213 

38. The Ten Virgins and The Sheep & Goats ........... 217 

39. Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem.......................... 223 

40. The Last Supper and Betrayal ............................. 227 

41. Jesus’ Trial, Crucifixion, and Burial ................... 233 

42. Jesus’ Resurrection and Great Commission ....... 240 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 5 

INTRODUCTION 
 

 The style of this Bible study book is different than most Bible 

study curriculum because the intent of its use is different. This book is 

intended to be used as a teacher’s manual for a person that is leading 

these lessons in an oral teaching style. Two things that make this 

training unique is the prominence of the biblical narratives and the 

questions used to study the text. The biblical text is the center and the 

core of the curriculum and so it takes first place in every lesson. The 

questions used to lead the discussion are broken into two parts. The 

first set of questions, titled Questions about the Story, is intended to 

look deeply at the detail of the text in an exegetical manner. The second 

set of questions, Discussion Questions, is intended to allow the leader 

to apply the Bible passage to the students. Each lesson also includes an 

Introduction to the narrative, goals, scripture memory and related 

scripture references. It is possible to use these lessons in an interactive 

Bible study format rather than an oral presentation style but it is helpful 

for the leader to realize the intent for which the book was written. 

 

 An oral Bible study format is defined by two main parts. First, 

the student must learn the story in order to interact with it. Second, the 

student must study the text with the mindset of applying it to their lives. 

These two parts are divided up into the following five parts. 

 

1. Tell the Story 

2. Retell the Story 

3. Walk Through the Story Together 

4. Look for the Treasures 

5. Take Home the Treasures 

 

Tell The Story – The goal is to memorize the text as a story. A variety 

of methods can be used to put the text to memory, but this step 

requires considerable preparation on the part of the teacher so 

that it is done well. The telling of the story should be a natural 

portrayal of the narrative including emotion, body language, 

actions and voice inflections. It should include a short 

introduction to give the listeners the setting or context. It 

needs to be an accurate reproduction of the Biblical text 

because the words that are used will become the Bible that the 

listener remembers, adding to or taking away from the biblical 

narrative is adding to or taking away from God’s Word. 
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Retell the Story – The process of oral learning requires repetition. 

There are a variety of methods that the teacher can use to help 

the students recall what was said.  

- A person could be asked to retell the story 

- Two people could tell the story to one another 

- A person could read the story 

- The story could be put to song 

Regardless of the method, the purpose of step two is to build 

the students recall of the text. 

 

Walk Through the Story Together – Learning as a group in an oral 

format requires the group to come together on their recall of 

the story. The purpose of this third repetition of the story is to 

test or show the listeners how much of the narrative they 

actually remember after going through the story two times. 

The purpose of the teacher is to prompt the listeners and solicit 

responses from them. The emotion, body language, and 

actions all help the listeners recall the words of the text. There 

are three common ways to encourage the listeners recall and 

response. 

- Tell small parts of the story and leave blanks for the 

listeners to fill in. 

- Ask questions that cause the listeners to fill in the details 

of the story. 

- Say some statement or fact in the negative and wait for 

their correction of what should have been said. 

These three repetitions of the story share the one purpose of 

getting the story into the mind of the listener. 

 

Look for the Treasures – The Bible is rich with detail that we easily 

pass over or do not stop to consider. Looking for the treasures 

is a process of studying the intricacies of God’s Word and 

considering what those details mean to the rest of the story. 

The three aspects of this observation come from the people, 

from God and from the context. Every story teaches about 

people and about the Lord and the unity of scripture is seen 

through common themes. Each biblical narrative comes from a 

context that includes a setting or background that happens 

before the story begins and the specific circumstances or 

situation of the events.  

 

The stories of God’s Word include real people who make real 

mistakes and real people who show incredible faith. The 

narratives portray emotion, choices, responses and effects that 
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highlight godly and ungodly behavior. Walking through the 

experiences of the people in the Bible allows the student of 

God’s Word an opportunity to learn about godly character and 

ministry life.  

 

The greatest treasure in God’s Word is the Lord’s revelation 

of Himself. The Bible is one long story of the Lord’s pursuit 

of a relationship with man. From the beginning of God’s 

relationship with Adam and Eve, to the coming of Jesus to 

earth, God’s mission is visible. By studying God and his 

interaction with man, the knowledge of God and the doctrines 

of the Bible are revealed. 

 

Take Home the Treasures – Once the treasures have been found, then 

they only need to be applied to life today. The settings and 

circumstances of biblical times may have been different than 

life today, but there is a parallel with what people face now. 

Making the jump from then to now allows the ancient to apply 

to peoples lives.  

 

 Even more than the setting and circumstances, the people of 

the Bible relate to people today. People today make mistakes 

and display great faith. People today need practical examples 

of how to live for and how to serve the Lord.  

 

 However, the ability to live for the Lord can only come from 

the work of God in a person’s life. It comes first through faith 

in Jesus and the transformation that he does on the inside. 

Then it slowly works throughout the whole person so that a 

person’s head, heart and hands are all changed. The 

knowledge of God changes the character of the person and 

that change is lived out in service to others. 

 

 May the Lord use these lessons to work this same 

transformation within your own heart and soul regardless of the 

specific method that you use as you study. 

 

Blessings,  

Pastor Kevin Olson  
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1. Creation  

Genesis 1, 2:1-3, 7, 18, 21-25 

 

Genesis 1 
1
 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

2
 Now the 

earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the 

deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.   
 

3
 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 

4
 God saw 

that the light was good, and He separated the light from the darkness.        
5
 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And 

there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.  

 
6
 And God said, “Let there be an expanse between the waters to 

separate water from water.” 
7
 So God made the expanse and separated 

the water under the expanse from the water above it. And it was so.  
8
 God called the expanse “sky.” And there was evening, and there was 

morning—the second day.  

 
9
 And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, 

and let dry ground appear.” And it was so. 
10

 God called the dry ground 

“land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it 

was good.  

 
11

 Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants 

and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their 

various kinds.” And it was so. 
12

 The land produced vegetation: plants 

bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed 

in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 
13

 And 

there was evening, and there was morning—the third day.  

 
14

 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to 

separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark 

seasons and days and years, 
15

 and let them be lights in the expanse of 

the sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. 
16

 God made two 

great lights—the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to 

govern the night. He also made the stars. 
17

 God set them in the expanse 

of the sky to give light on the earth, 
18

 to govern the day and the night, 

and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good.  
19

 And there was evening, and there was morning—the fourth day.  

 
20

 And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds 

fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky.” 
21

 So God created 

the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing with 

which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird 
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according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 
22

 God blessed 

them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in 

the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” 
23

 And there was 

evening, and there was morning—the fifth day.  

 
24

 And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to 

their kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild 

animals, each according to its kind.” And it was so. 
25

 God made the 

wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their 

kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to 

their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 
26

 Then God said, “Let us 

make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish 

of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, 

and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”  

 

 
27

 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he 

created him; male and female he created them.  28
 God blessed them 

and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and 

subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over 

every living creature that moves on the ground.” 

 

 
29

 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of 

the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will 

be yours for food. 
30

And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of 

the air and all the creatures that move on the ground---everything that 

has the breath of life in it---I give every green plant for food.” And it 

was so.  

 
31

 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was 

evening, and there was morning—the sixth day. 

 

Genesis 2 

 
1
 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.  

 
2
 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so 

on the seventh day he rested from all his work. 
3
 And God blessed the 

seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work 

of creating that he had done. 

 
7
 Then the LORD God formed a man from the dust of the ground and 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living 

being.  
18

 The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will 

make a helper suitable for him.”  
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21
 So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while 

he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place 

with flesh. 
22

 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had 

taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.  

 

 
23

 The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; 

she shall be called 'woman, ' for she was taken out of man.”  
24

 For this 

reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, 

and they will become one flesh.  

 

 
25

 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 
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Study Questions: Creation 
Genesis 1; 2:1-3, 7, 18, 21-25 

 

Introduction: 

God, the only Supreme Being, is the One who created the universe and 

the world, about 6,000 years ago. Everything around us (animals, 

plants, people, and planets) were made from nothing by God Himself, 

and by the Word of His mouth they were created. John 1:14 says that 

Word was Jesus. After designing our world and everything in it in six 

days, God declared that it was good and pleasing in His sight. We were 

formed as part of His creation for the purpose of bringing glory to God 

and having a relationship with Him.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To understand our place in creation.   

- To understand the greatness of God and see how His 

creation shows us His power.   

- To realize that the Almighty God cares about His creation 

and planned every detail for good. 

Attitude  

- To believe that God is all powerful and does as He 

pleases. 

- To believe that we have been made in the image of God 

and to allow that to affect and change the way we live.   

- To believe that God is all powerful and does as He 

pleases. 

Actions  

- God charged us to protect and oversee all that He created, 

especially human life since we are made in the image of 

God.   

- To make known the majesty and glory of our Almighty 

God. 

 

Memory Verses:  

Psalm 33:6 “By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, their 

starry host by the breath of his mouth.” 

John 1:1-3 “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God 

and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through 

him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been 

made.” 
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Scriptures for Further Study: 
Exodus 20:8-11; Job 38:1-7; Psalm 8:3-9; 19:1-6; 33:6; 90:1-4; 104:14-

21; John 1:1-3; Hebrews 11:3 

  

Questions about the Story: 

1. What do the first words of the Bible tell us? (Genesis 1:1 In 

the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.) 

2. Who do we find as the only being at the beginning of 

creation? (Genesis 1:1-2 God was the only being that existed, 

as the earth was formless and empty.) 

3. Who was hovering over the waters of the formless, empty 

earth? (Genesis 1:2 The Spirit of God.) 

4. What does God create on the first day? (Genesis 1:3-5 God 

created light and separated it from the darkness.) 

5. How did God create each thing? (Genesis 1:3, 6, 9, 14, 20, 24  

And God said, “Let there be…” and it was so. God just spoke 

and it was created.) 

6. How do we know that God created in days, not long periods of 

time? (Genesis 1:5, 8, 13, 19, 23, 31 There was an evening and 

there was a morning that passed for each day.) 

7. What did God create on each of the days of creation? (Genesis 

1:3, 6, 9, 14, 20, 24, 26 Day 1: The light Day 2: The sky Day 

3: Vegetation and plants with seeds Day 4: Sun, moon, and 

stars Day 5: Fish in the sea and birds in the air Day 6: Every 

other kind of land animal and made man.) 

8. What is the difference between mankind and the other things 

that God brought into existence? (Genesis 1:26 God made 

mankind in His own image with the special responsibility of 

ruling over all of God’s creation, of subduing it, and being its 

caretaker.) 

9. What is significant when God says, “Let US make man in 

OUR image”? (Genesis 1:26 points to the Father, Son and 

Spirit of God involved in Creation. See also John 1:1-3)  

10. How did God see His creation after He had completed each 

day’s work? (Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31 God said that 

it was good.) 

11. What instructions did God give to man after He created them? 

(Genesis 1:28 To be fruitful and multiply, to fill the earth and 

subdue it.)
 
 

12. What did God do on the seventh day, after He created 

everything? (Genesis 2:2 He rested from all His work.) 

13. What did God say about the seventh day? (Genesis 2:3 He 

blessed it and made it holy.) 
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14. How did God create man? (Genesis 2:7 The Lord formed a 

man from the dust of the ground and breathed into him the 

breath of life, and the man became a living being.) 

15. Who brought the woman into Adam’s life? (Genesis 2:21-22 

God saw Adam’s need and brought the woman into his life to 

help him.) 

16. What was Eve’s role toward her husband? (Genesis 2:18 She 

was to be his helper.) 

17. What is the command given regarding a man and woman 

coming together physically? (Genesis 2:24 A man will leave 

his father and mother and be united to his wife, becoming one 

flesh.) 

18. How do we know that Adam and Even were innocent when 

God created them? (Genesis 2:25 They were naked and felt no 

shame.) 

 

Application Questions: 

1. What can we learn about the character of God from His 

creation of mankind at the beginning of time? (Genesis 1:1 

We can know that we serve a God who has always existed, 

and there was nothing existent that could have created Him. 

We learn that He is a God of order and detail. He is precise in 

what He does and how He does it.) 

2. What do we see about the power of God, since He spoke 

everything into existence?  (Genesis 1:3, 6, 9, 14, 20, 24 We 

see that we serve a powerful God, more awesome than we 

could ever imagine or comprehend. He has the power to do 

whatever He wants with just a word.) 

3. What does it mean that we or Adam and Eve were created in 

the image of God? (Genesis 1:26 For us to be created in the 

image of God does not mean that we are a duplicate of God. 

Rather, we were created in righteousness and holiness.) 

(Ephesians 4:22-24) 

4. What difference does it make that Jesus was involved in 

creation and He is the image that we bear? (Genesis 1:26 He 

is God and His sacrifice could restore the image of God 

corrupted in the fall.)  

5. Knowing that people are made in the image of God, what 

should our belief be about the value of human life? (Genesis 

1:26 We should consider human life to have great value, 

caring for all people and their needs.) 

6. What personal lessons do we learn when we realize that God 

created everything and called it good? (Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, 

18, 21, 25, 31 Knowing that we are created good, we should 

not think of ourselves as worthless or meaningless.  This 
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would be treating God as a liar, since God has already 

declared His creation to be good.) 

7. What encouragement can we find in the character of God 

when He calls His creation good? (Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 

25, 31 We can find encouragement that God is a loving God 

who values us and our lives.) 

8. What does it mean for us to subdue the earth and the creation 

of God? (Genesis 1:28 God calls people to watch over His 

creation and take care of it. See Psalm 8:6-8) 

9. Why did God set apart the seventh day as holy?  

(Genesis 2:2-3 God created the seventh day to be a holy day, a 

day of rest and he blessed it. It is also a holy day for us to 

worship, to rest and to honor God.) 

10. How can we properly and biblically obey the command of 

God to be fruitful and multiply? (Genesis 1:28 We need to 

follow the commands of God regarding marriage. First, a 

union is to be “male and female” as God created it to be; 

husbands are to be united with their wives and wives with 

their husbands; sexual immorality of any kind is against 

God’s design for marriage. We are to leave our former 

relationship with our parents and be united with our spouse, 

becoming a new family.) 

11. What role should a wife play in her husband’s life? (Genesis 

2:18 A wife is to serve as a helpmate in fulfilling the work 

that the Lord has given her husband to do. See Ecclesiastes 4: 

9-12.) 

12. When we consider the innocence of Adam and Eve when they 

were created, what do we learn about the condition of God’s 

creation? (Genesis 2:25 We see that God’s creation was in 

sinless perfection, as Adam and Eve were living a life without 

shame.) 
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2. The Fall into Sin  
Genesis 2:8-10, 16-17 & 3:1-23 

 

Genesis 2 
8
 Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and 

there he put the man he had formed. 
9
And the LORD God made all 

kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the 

eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life 

and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
10

 A river watering the 

garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into four 

headwaters. 
 

16
 The Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any 

tree in the garden; 
17

 but you must not eat from the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.” 

 

Genesis 3 
1
 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the 

LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, 

'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?”  

 
2
The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the 

garden, 
3
but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in 

the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.'” 

 
4
“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman.

 5
“For God 

knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 

like God, knowing good and evil.” 

 
6
 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and 

pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took 

some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, 

and he ate it. 
7
Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they 

realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made 

coverings for themselves. 

 
8
 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he 

was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the 

LORD God among the trees of the garden.
  9

 But the LORD God called 

to the man, “Where are you?”  

 
10

 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I 

was naked; so I hid.”  
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11
 And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten 

from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 
12

 The man said, 

“The woman you put here with me-- she gave me some fruit from the 

tree, and I ate it.”  

 
13

 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have 

done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

 
14

 So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Cursed are you above all the 

livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and 

you will eat dust all the days of your life. 
15

 And I will put enmity 

between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he 

will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.”  

 
16

 To the woman He said, “I will greatly increase your pains in 

childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire will 

be for your husband, and he will rule over you.”  

 
17

 To Adam He said, “Cursed is the ground because of you; through 

painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life.
 18 

It will produce 

thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. 
19

By 

the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the 

ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you 

will return.” 

 
20

Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of 

all the living. 

 
21

 The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and 

clothed them. 
22

 And the LORD God said, “The man has now become 

like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach 

out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live 

forever.” 
23

So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden 

to work the ground from which he had been taken.  
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Study Questions: The Fall into Sin 
Genesis 2:8-10, 16-17 & 3:1-23 

 
Introduction: 

God created a special tree in the middle of the garden called the “Tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil.” This was the only tree in the entire 

garden whose fruit was not to be eaten. In contrast, any of the fruit 

from all the other trees in the garden could have been eaten. God gave 

clear warnings to the man that he would die if he ate from this tree. 

Although Adam and Eve were created without sin, they now had to 

decide whether they would obey God’s command about the tree or if 

they would explore the sinful unknown. Choosing to disobey God 

would mean punishment and ultimately death. Yet God promised them 

an offspring that would crush the serpent’s head and would be the one 

sacrificed for them to give them cloths of righteousness. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To understand the punishment for sin and the price of 

disobedience to God.   

- To understand the ways of the devil in his fight against 

the followers of God.  

- To know that God gives us His commands for our good. 

 

Attitude  

- To realize that the results of sin are long-lasting.   

- To repent of the sin in our lives.  

- To trust in the Messiah who came to offer forgiveness for 

our inherent sin. 

Actions  

- To turn from sin to God and His Word or Promise.  

- To stand against Satan in all of His works and all of His 

ways in the power of Jesus’ victory over Satan.  

 

Memory Verse: 

Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

1 Corinthians 10:13 “No temptation has seized you except what is 

common to man. And God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted 

beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, He will also 

provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.” 
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Scriptures for Further Study: 

Exodus 34:6-7; Jeremiah 17:9-10; Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13; 1 

Corinthians 10:13; Romans 3:10-12, 22-23; 5:12-21; 1 Timothy 1:15-

17; James 1:13-15; 1 John 2:15-17 

 

Questions about the Story:  

1. Who created the garden where Adam and Eve were living? 

(Genesis 2:8 The Lord God.) 

2. What things in the garden did God give Adam and Eve access 

to? (Genesis 2:9, 16 All kinds of trees that were pleasing to the 

eye and good for food.) 

3. What was the only limitation that God had set for Adam and 

Eve in the garden? (Genesis 2:16-17 They were commanded 

not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.) 

4. What was God’s promised punishment for Adam and Eve if 

they chose to disobey and eat from this tree? (Genesis 2:17 

They would die.)  

5. What characteristic is different about the serpent in 

comparison to any of the other animals God created? (Genesis 

3:1 The serpent was craftier than any of them.) 

6. What is uncommon about the serpent as he comes in contact 

with the woman?  (Genesis 3:1 He speaks to the woman.) 

7. What is the first thing that the serpent says to the woman? 

(Genesis 3:1 “Did God really say…?”)  

8. According to her recollection, what does the woman add to 

God’s commandment to her? (Genesis 2:16-17; 3:3 The 

woman adds the notion that they were not to touch the tree in 

the middle of the garden.) 

9. What does the woman correctly remember about the 

consequence for eating the fruit of this tree? (Genesis 3:3 She 

remembered that if they ate from it, they would die.) 

10. What is the serpent’s immediate response in reaction to the 

woman’s caution? (Genesis 3:4 He dismisses the warning 

from God by saying that Word of God is not so.) 

11. How does the serpent tempt the woman into eating the fruit? 

(Genesis 3:5 The serpent tells her that if she would eat the 

fruit, her eyes would be opened and she would be “like God.”) 

12. What does the woman finally do in response to the pressures 

of the serpent? (Genesis 3:6 She takes some of the fruit and 

eats it and gives some to her husband.) 

13. Where was her husband during this whole process and what 

was his response to the temptation? (Genesis 3:6 He was with 

her and also ate the fruit.) 
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14. What were the immediate results of the actions of Adam and 

Eve? (Genesis 3:7-10 Their eyes were opened, they realized 

they were naked and were afraid of the presence of the Lord.) 

15. What was the response of God to Adam and Eve’s fear and 

hiding? (Genesis 3:9 He calls out to them asking, “Where are 

you?”) 

16. What was Adam and Eve’s response to God’s question 

regarding their disobedience? (Genesis 3:11-13 Adam first 

passed the blame to Eve, Eve continued by passing the blame 

to the serpent.) 

17. What is the punishment God gave to each of them in response 

to their sin? (Genesis 3:14-17 The serpent was to crawl on his 

belly for the rest of his days and forever be the enemy of 

mankind. The woman was to experience pain in childbirth and 

she was to submit to her husband. The man would have hard 

labor in working the ground to produce food.) 

18. What is the hope we find in the prophecy that is given with 

God’s proclamation of punishment? (Genesis 3:15 That the 

offspring of man will crush the head of the serpent, but that 

the serpent would strike the heel of the man.) 

19. What does God make for Adam and Eve in response to their 

nakedness? (Genesis 3:21 He made them garments of skin.) 

20. What was God’s response to Adam and Eve’s presence in the 

garden, now that they had sinned? (Genesis 3:22-23 God said, 

“The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and 

evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take 

also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.” He then 

banished them from the garden.) 

 

Application Questions: 

1. What do we learn about God by His creation of the trees in the 

garden for Adam and Eve? (Genesis 2:8-9 God provides for 

the needs of His creation.) 

2. What does this story teach us about God setting restrictions in 

our lives? (Genesis 2:16-17 God’s rules display His love. He 

tests us to see if we will obey. Although God told Adam and 

Eve not to eat the fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and 

evil, it was His only restriction and He had provided plenty for 

all their needs. God gives us so much! He wants us to live 

happily with what He has provided. However, we often focus 

on the ONE thing that God doesn’t allow us.) 

3. Who is “the serpent?” (Genesis 3:1 The serpent is the Devil, 

or Satan. See Revelation 12:9; 20:2) 

4. How should we view the nature and identity of Satan? 

(Genesis 3:1-4 Satan is a great deceiver, see John 8:44. He lies 
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about God’s Word. The serpent tempts people and leads them 

to sin, and he is crafty.) 

5. How does Satan’s temptation today compare to how he 

tempted Adam and Eve? (Genesis 3:1,4 He causes us to doubt 

God and His Word; “Did God really say…?” He also accuses 

God and blames others.) 

6. What type of temptations do people face? (Genesis 3:1, 4-6 

The temptations that we face today are similar to those Adam 

and Eve were facing 6,000 years ago: temptations to doubt and 

question God’s authority and His Word. The temptation of 

Adam and Eve teaches us three kinds of selfish desires that 

lead us to be tempted. Lusts of the flesh - what feels good; the 

lusts of the eyes - what looks good to us; and the pride of life - 

what makes us look good to others. 1 John 2:16) 

7. What does temptation reveal about us? (Genesis 3:6 Every 

single person is tempted and we also fail like Adam and Eve. 

Romans 3:10-12 We need a savior.) 

8. What response does the Lord look for when a person falls into 

temptation? (Genesis 3:8-13 He looks for repentance, turning 

from sin to the Lord and asking for mercy.) 

9. What did Adam and Eve have, that we also have, to fight 

temptation? (Genesis 2:16 God’s Word is the primary defense. 

Jesus responded to Satan using the Word of God as well in 

Matthew 4:1-11. Since Jesus is the Word and he beat Satan, 

then he is our defense as well. Another defense is prayer; they 

could have talked to God.  

We can either respond to temptations with the Word of God, 

holding it as the truth we believe, or we can give in to our own 

desires and allow them to control our actions. The Lord will 

provide a way out and He is the way out of temptation.  

1 Corinthians 10:13;Ephesians 6:10-18; 1 Peter 5:8-9) 

10. Why did Adam and Eve run away and hide from God? 

(Genesis 3:7 They realized their shame and nakedness.) 

11. When we see God calling for Adam and Eve, what do we 

learn about His character? (Genesis 3:9 Even though God 

knows about our sin, He still cares for us. He wants a 

relationship with us and seeks us out. ) 

12. What is the significance of God clothing Adam and Eve with 

clothes of skin? How does this remind us of what Christ has 

done for us? (Genesis 3:21 This was the first time an animal 

had been killed. This provision showed Adam and Eve that a 

sacrifice was necessary because of their sin. This is a great 

picture of Christ as He covered our sin with His sacrifice on 

the cross and He gives us His robe of righteousness!) 
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13. Why did God banish Adam and Eve out of the garden? (See 

Exodus 34:6-7) 

14. What is God’s response towards us when we sin? Why does 

God discipline us for our sins? (See Hebrews 12:5-11) 

15. What was God’s plan to redeem us from this sin problem? 

(See Romans 5:18-19; John 3:16-18.) 

16. What is meant by the prophecy “crush your head” and “strike 

his heel” in this passage? (Genesis 3:15 We see that while the 

crushing of the head is deadly, the striking of the heel is only 

painful. Thus, we are encouraged in reading this promise from 

God that Satan will be crushed by the Offspring of the woman, 

Christ, even though He will suffer in the process, Jesus’ 

crucifixion)  
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3. Cain and Abel 
Genesis 4:1-16 

 

Genesis 4 
1
Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth 

to Cain. She said, “With the help of the LORD I have brought forth a 

man.” 
2
Later she gave birth to his brother Abel. Now Abel kept flocks, 

and Cain worked the soil. 

 

 
3
In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an 

offering to the LORD. 
4
 But Abel brought fat portions from some of the 

firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his 

offering, 
5
 but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So 

Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. 

 
6
Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face 

downcast? 
7
 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if 

you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to 

have you, but you must master it.” 

 
8
Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let's go out to the field.” And 

while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed 

him. 

 
9
Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” “I don't 

know,” he replied. “Am I my brother's keeper?” 

 
10

The LORD said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother's blood 

cries out to me from the ground. 
11

 Now you are under a curse and 

driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your 

brother's blood from your hand. 
12

 When you work the ground, it will 

no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a restless wanderer on the 

earth.” 

 

 
13

 Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is more than I can bear. 

 
14

 Today you are driving me from the land, and I will be hidden from 

your presence; I will be a restless wanderer on the earth, and whoever 

finds me will kill me.” 

 

 
15

 But the LORD said to him, “Not so; if anyone kills Cain, he will 

suffer vengeance seven times over.” Then the LORD put a mark on 

Cain so that no one who found him would kill him. 
16

So Cain went out 

from the LORD's presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden. 
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Study Questions: Cain and Abel 
Genesis 4:1-16 

 

Introduction:  
Cain and Abel, two sons of Adam and Eve, displayed different heart 

attitudes as they brought offerings to the Lord. Cain brought an offering 

to the Lord from his crops. His brother, Abel, brought the fat portions 

from some of the firstborn lambs from his flocks. God honored Abel’s 

offering, but did not approve of Cain’s. Cain became angry because 

God honored Abel’s sacrifice. God then warned Cain that sin was 

trying to destroy him, and God invited him to do what was right so he 

could be accepted, too. Cain did not listen to God and did not value his 

brother’s life, so he murdered Abel. Cain then discovered that, though 

he has freedom to choose his actions, there is a high price to pay for 

sin. In the future, God would allow His first and only Son to die in 

exchange for the eternal price for Cain’s sin and ours as well. In joyful 

response we honor God as Abel did. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To understand that we are under a curse because of our 

sin and that the Lord brings punishment upon a sinful and 

unrepentant heart.  

- To know that the Lord does give mercy even though there 

are consequences for sin.  

- To realize Jesus is the firstborn who took the sin that was 

too much for us to bear. 

Attitude  

- To believe that God is worthy of all we have to give and 

He is worthy of all honor and glory.   

- To respect all people because they are made in the image 

of God.  

Actions  

- To repent when the Holy Spirit convicts us of a sin, rather 

than hardening our hearts and continuing to sin.  

- To honor the Lord with all that He has given to us.  

 

Memory Verse:  
1 Samuel 15:22 “But Samuel replied: “Does the LORD delight in burnt 

offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the LORD? 

To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of 

rams.” 
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Scriptures for Further Study: 

Genesis 1:26-27; 9:6; Malachi 1:6-9; 3:8-10; Luke 21:1-4; Galatians 

5:16-17; Hebrews 11:4; 1 John 3:12 

 

Questions about the Story: 
1. Who did Eve give credit to for the birth of her son Cain? 

(Genesis 4:1 She gives credit to God, saying, “With the help 

of the LORD I have brought forth a man.”) 

2. What were the different work responsibilities of Abel and 

Cain? (Genesis 4:2 Abel kept the flocks and Cain worked the 

soil.) 

3. What is significant about Abel’s offering in contrast to Cain’s 

offering? (Genesis 4:3-4 Abel brought his very best: the fat 

portions from the firstborn of his flock, whereas Cain merely 

brought some of the produce of the soil.) 

4. How did the Lord look at the offering that Abel brought? 

(Genesis 4:4 With favor.) 

5. How did Cain respond when the Lord looked unfavorably on 

his offering? (Genesis 4:5 Cain was very angry and his face 

was downcast.) 

6. What was the call the Lord gave to Cain? (Genesis 4:7 The 

call was to do what is right so he would be accepted, too.) 

7. How is sin described by the Lord? (Genesis 4:7 Sin is 

crouching at your door, it desires to have you.) 

8. What did the Lord warn Cain he needed to do about the sin 

that wanted to destroy him? (Genesis 4:7 He must master it.) 

9. What was Cain’s plan when he took Abel out to the field with 

him? (Genesis 4:8 To attack Abel and kill him.) 

10. How did Cain sin when the Lord came to ask him about his 

brother Abel? (Genesis 4:9 Cain lied by saying he didn’t know 

where Abel was. Cain also displayed a hateful, unloving heart, 

and disrespect for God by saying that he wasn’t responsible 

for his brother Abel.) 

11.  What consequences did Cain suffer because he had murdered 

his brother? (Genesis 4:11-12, 14 Cain was put under a curse 

and driven from the ground, which would no longer yield 

crops for him. Cain would forever be a restless wanderer, and 

hidden from the presence of the Lord.) 

12. What did Cain say about his punishment? (Genesis 4:13 The 

punishment is more than I can bear.) 

13. Although God punished Cain for his sin, how did He also 

protect him? (Genesis 4:15 The Lord put a mark on Cain so 

that anyone who found him would not kill him. He also 

declared that anyone who killed Cain would face judgment 

seven times worse than Cain’s.) 
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Application Questions:  
1. What is God’s role in the creation of each of us? (Genesis 4:1 

Just as Eve credits the Lord for the birth of her first son, the 

Lord is our great Giver of Life. Without Him we would not 

exist.) 

2. What is important about an offering given to the Lord? 

(Genesis 4:3-4 Our offering is to be from our very best, our 

first fruits because the Lord provided the first fruit of His Son 

on our behalf. The best that we give is only a small response 

compared to the best that He gave. 2 Corinthians 8) 

3. What do we learn about God’s character when we hear His 

words to Cain in response to Cain’s anger over his 

unacceptable offering? (Genesis 4:7 God is forgiving when we 

repent.) 

4. What do we learn about sin from the warning that the Lord 

gives to Cain? (Genesis 4:7 We learn that sin is waiting for us, 

desiring to have and own us.) 

5. What does it mean to “master” our sin? (Genesis 4:7 

Mastering our sin means we must die to our desires allowing 

the Spirit of God to control our thoughts, desires and actions. 

That death happens through God’s Word, in prayer, and in 

accountability with other believers. The control of the Spirit 

comes by surrendering our will to the Lord.) 

6. Why is it important that sin is immediately dealt with and 

repented of? (Genesis 4:6-10 If we don’t deal with our sin, it 

becomes our master and then we stand guilty before God. The 

secret sin also will soon become outward actions and sinful 

behavior will also affect those around us.) 

7. When the Lord convicts us of our sin, why is it important to 

repent? (1 John 1:5-9 It is important to repent so that we can 

be forgiven and return to fellowship with the Lord.) 

8. Why did Cain ask the Lord, “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

(Genesis 4:9) Should we be our brother’s keeper? (Cain did 

not think it was his concern to look out for his brother’s well-

being, but God expected him to be his brother’s keeper. So for 

us, we should desire the best for those around us, Matthew 

7:12.) 

9. What is the Lord’s response to sin in our lives? (Genesis 4:11-

13 God sees our sin and punishes it because He is holy and 

cannot tolerate sin. It is His holy nature to judge sin.) 

10. What is the ultimate punishment for our sin? (Genesis 4:11-14 

The ultimate punishment is separation from God and His 

presence.)  

11. What do we learn about the gracious character of God from 

this story of Cain and Abel? (Genesis 4:15 We learn that God 
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is forgiving and although He must discipline us, He does it in 

love. This is shown when God gave Cain a mark so that his 

life would not be taken by other men.) 

12. What “firstborn of His flock” did God give to make atonement 

for our sin? (Jesus Christ was the firstborn Son of God who 

took the punishment that was too much to bear on Cain’s 

behalf and ours as well.) 
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4. Noah  
Genesis 6-9 

 

Genesis 6 
5
The Lord saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become 

and that the thoughts of his heart were only evil all the time.  
6
The Lord 

was grieved that he had made man on the earth and his heart was filled 

with pain.  
7
So the Lord said, “I will destroy mankind from the face of 

the earth for I am grieved that I have made them.”  
8
But Noah found 

favor in the eyes of the Lord. 

 
9
 Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, 

and he walked with God.  
10

Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham, and 

Japheth. 

 
13

 God said to Noah, “I am going to destroy the people of the earth 

because the earth is filled with violence because of them.   
15

So make 

an ark out of wood 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high. 
16b

It 

should be three levels high with a door in the side and a roof.  
17

 I am 

going to bring a great flood on the earth that will destroy every living 

thing on the earth.  
18

 But I will establish my covenant with you.  You 

will enter the ark with your wife, your sons and their wives and a male 

and female of every animal to keep them alive with you. 
21

You are to 

take every kind of food and store it for you and the animals to eat.”  

Noah did everything just as God commanded him. 

 

Genesis 7 
1
Then the Lord said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and your whole 

family, because I have found you righteous in this generation. 
4
Seven 

days from now I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty 

nights, and I will destroy every living creature I have made.” 
5
And 

Noah did all that the Lord commanded him. 

 
7
 Noah and his family entered the ark and pairs of every animal and 

bird came to Noah and entered the ark.  After the seven days the Lord 

shut the door of the ark and the rain began to fall and the springs of the 

earth opened up.  
12

 The rain fell for forty days and forty nights. 

 
17

 As the flood waters began to rise they lifted the ark high above the 

earth as it floated on the surface of the water.  
21

 Every living thing on 

earth that had the breath of life died, 
23b

 but Noah and his family and 

the animals with them in the ark were saved. 

 

Genesis 8 
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3-4
After the rains stopped, the waters began to recede steadily from the 

earth and at the end of 150 days the ark came to rest on top of a 

mountain called Ararat.   
 

6
 After forty days Noah opened a window he had made in the top of the 

ark and 8 sent out a dove.  The dove found no place to land because the 

water was still receding.  
10

 After another seven days Noah sent the 

dove out again and it came back with a fresh leaf in its beak. 
12

He 

waited another seven days and sent it out again, but this time it did not 

come back.  Then Noah knew that the waters had receded. 

 
14

After the earth had dried, 
15

 God said to Noah, 
16

 “Come out of the 

ark, you, your family, and all the animals so they can 
17

 multiply on the 

earth.”  
20

Noah built an altar to the Lord and offered sacrifices. 
21

The 

Lord said, “Never again will I destroy all living creatures with a flood.”   

 

Genesis 9 
13

The Lord set a rainbow in the sky as a reminder of the promise He 

had made not to destroy the earth again by a flood.
   7

Then God blessed 

Noah and his sons saying, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill 

the earth.” 
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Study Questions: Noah 
Genesis 6-9 

 
Introduction:  
Many generations had passed since the creation of the world and the 

hearts of people had turned from God to love wickedness. God was 

patient and allowed time for the people to repent. However, they 

continued in their wicked ways. Only Noah and his family still loved 

and obeyed God, a total of eight people. As a result, God sent a 

worldwide flood to completely destroy all mankind except for those 

eight people who were faithful to Him. In faith, based on God’s Word, 

Noah and his sons built an ark and he became an heir of the 

righteousness that comes by faith. God kept them safe in the ark 

because of His grace and mercy. After the flood, Noah and his family 

were the only ones left on the earth. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To understand that the righteousness that comes by faith 

in the Word of God. Jesus is the only thing that can save 

you.  

- To know that God has patience and desires to show us 

grace and mercy by providing a time to repent of our sins.   

- To recognize that there is severe punishment for sin and 

that God is a just judge who must not leave sin 

unpunished. 

Attitude  

- To be convicted by sin and conscious of our need for 

grace.   

- To believe that God is faithful and is able to preserve us 

in a world that is evil.  

- To trust that God has a bigger plan than what we might be 

able to see. 

Actions  

- To live by faith and obey the Lord’s Word by faith.  

 

Memory Verses:  
Ezekiel 18:32 “For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares 

the Sovereign LORD. Repent and live!” 

2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some 

understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to 

perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:    



 32 

Psalm 34:15; 45:7; Jeremiah 11:11; 32:19; Amos 3:7; Matthew 24:37-

39; Luke 17:26; 1 Thessalonians 5:9; 1 Timothy 1:15-17; Hebrews 

11:7; 1 Peter 3:20; 2 Peter 2:5; 3:6-7 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. What did God see in the people on the earth, and what did He 

feel? (Genesis 6:5-8 The Lord saw the thoughts of the heart of 

men were only evil all the time. He was sorry that He had made 

people on earth and His heart was filled with pain.) 

2. What was God’s judgment against the people’s sinfulness? 

(Genesis 6:5-8 The Lord’s plan was to destroy mankind from the 

face of the earth.) 

3. Why was Noah the only one who found favor in God’s eyes? 

(Genesis 6:9-10 He was a righteous man who was blameless 

among the people and he walked with God.) 

4. What did God reveal to Noah? Why? (Genesis 6:13-19 God told 

Noah that He was going to destroy all the people and animals on 

the earth with a giant flood. He told His plans to Noah so Noah 

could prepare a way to escape the flood with his family.) 

5. What did God tell Noah to do so that he and his family would be 

safe during the flood? (Genesis 6:13-19 God told him to build an 

ark (a boat). This would be a safe place for Noah, his family and 

the animals God sent to him.) 

6. How large was the boat to be constructed? (Genesis 6:14-16 The 

boat was to be 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, 45 feet high, and to 

have three levels with a door and a roof.) 

7. Did Noah do what God commanded him to do? (Genesis 6:19 Yes, 

he did everything just as God commanded him.) 

8. How many sons did Noah have? (Genesis 6:9-10 Noah had three 

sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.) 

9. Why do you think God brought a pair (male and female) of all 

animals--to Noah? (Genesis 6:18 A male and female of each kind 

would replenish the earth after the flood.) 

10. How long did God say it would rain? (Genesis 7:4 God caused it 

to rain for forty days and nights.) 

11. Who closed the door of the ark? (Genesis 7:7 The Lord shut the 

door of the ark once everyone was on board.) 

12. What happened after the rains stopped? (Genesis 7 The water 

began to recede and at the end of 150 days the ark came to rest on 

top of Mount Ararat.)  

13. How did Noah know when the water had gone down? (Genesis 8 

Through a window he had made when he built the ark, Noah sent 

out a dove to search the land. However, the first time the dove 

found no place to land because the water still covered everything. 

The second time the dove was sent out, it came back with a leaf in 
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its beak, so they knew plants were growing. The final time the 

dove was sent out, it did not come back, which told to Noah that 

the waters had gone down.) 

14. What did Noah do when he came out of the ark? (Genesis 8:20 

When Noah came out of the ark, he built an altar and offered a 

sacrifice to the Lord.)  

15. How did God relate to Noah and his sons after the flood? (Genesis 

9:7 God blessed them and told them to be fruitful and increase in 

number on the earth.) 

16. What promise and proclamation did God tell Noah and his 

sons? (Genesis 9:7, 11 (1) God promised He would never destroy 

the earth again by water, (2) He told them to have many children 

in order to fill the earth with people.) 

17. What sign did God give to show that He would keep His promise 

to never destroy the earth by water again? (Genesis 9:13 The 

rainbow was a sign of God’s promise.) 

 

Application Questions:   

1. What does God see when He looks at our sinful hearts? (Genesis 

6:5-6 He sees great wickedness in us. He sees a heart that loves 

evil and sinful behavior in thought, word, and action. This grieves 

Him.) 

2. What do we learn from this story about how God must respond to 

wickedness? (Genesis 6:5-8 We learn that God must take action 

against the sin in people. He judges the evil because He is holy and 

cannot tolerate sin. 2 Peter 3:3-7) 

3. What makes us righteous in the eyes of God when He looks upon 

us? (Genesis 6:9-10 God sees us as righteous when we believe by 

faith in His Word, Jesus Christ. Hebrews 11:7) 

4. What does it mean to walk with God? (Genesis 6:9 It means to 

abide with him in everything, His Word, His will and His 

promises) 

5. What do we learn about the character of God by His saving Noah 

and his family from the flood? (Genesis 6:13-19 We see that God 

is gracious to those who trust in Him. He keeps for Himself 

faithful people to receive His promised inheritance.) 

6. What are some examples from your own life where God has shown 

His faithfulness to you? 

7. How can Jesus be seen as a type of “ark” for believers? (Just as 

Noah and his family went into the ark to be saved and be delivered 

from the surrounding storm/flood, Jesus saved us from the 

destruction of sin and eternal death. 1 Peter 3:20-21) 

8. What ark has God given the church to build? (Matthew 28:19-20 

Christ’s Great Commission was to tell the whole world about Him, 
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baptizing the believers and teaching them to obey His commands 

so they might be saved from the coming judgment.) 

9. What parallel does Noah’s altar to the Lord have? (Genesis 8:20 

The altar is where the sacrifice for sin is made. It is on the altar of 

the cross that our sin was paid for.) 

10. What does the rainbow mean for us? (Genesis 9:13 God keeps his 

promises. He will never destroy the earth by a flood again.)   

11. What response can we have when the Lord protects us from life’s 

floods? (Just like Noah, we can have a response of praise and 

honor to the Lord for His mercy.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 35 

5. The Call of Abram 
Genesis 12:1-8; 15:1-6 

 

Genesis 12 
1
 The Lord said to Abram, “Leave your country, your people and your 

father’s household and go to the land I will show you.  
2
 I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make 

your name great, and you will be a blessing.   
3
 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; 

and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 
4
So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 

Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran. 
5
 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had 

accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set 

out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there. 
6
After traveling through the land   

7
 the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give 

this land.”   

So Abram built an altar there to the Lord who had appeared to him …  
8
and called on the name of the Lord. 

 

Genesis 15 
1
 After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Do not 

be afraid, Abram, I am your shield, your very great reward.” 
2
 But Abram said, “O Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since I 

remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of 

Damascus?  

 
3
 And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a servant in my 

household will be my heir.” 
4
 Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will not be your 

heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir.”   
5
 God took Abram outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count 

the stars – if indeed you can count them. So shall your offspring be.” 
6
 Abram believed that what the Lord had promised would come true, 

and because of his faith the Lord saw him as righteous. 
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Study Questions: The Call of Abram 
Genesis 12:1-8; 15:1-6 

 

Introduction:  
Many years after the worldwide flood of Noah’s time, there was a man 

whose name was Abram. He had moved from Ur to stay in Haran. 

Abram and his wife Sarai were both very old, but they had no children 

of their own because Sarai was barren. One day, the Lord called Abram 

to leave his homeland and go to a place that God would show him. That 

call would forever change the life of Abram and his family. Through 

that call the Lord began to reveal more clearly His plan for a coming 

Messiah. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To understand that the Lord promised that all of the 

people of the earth would be blessed through Abram’s 

seed, Jesus.  

- To recognize that the blessing of the Lord carries a 

privilege and a responsibility. The privilege is the Lord’s 

promised offspring; the responsibility is to carry that 

Blessing to the whole earth. 

Attitude  

- To believe that the Lord alone, through His promise, is 

the only thing that qualifies you for anything.  

- To trust the Lord’s plan even when you cannot see it all.  

Actions  

- To obey the Lord and worship Him without questioning 

His reasons for what He asks.   

- To go where the Lord tells us to go without hesitation.  

- To pass on the blessing that we have been given. 

 

Memory Verses:  
Exodus 4:12 “Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to 

say.” 

Hebrews 11:8 “By faith, Abraham, when called to go to a place he 

would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he 

did not know where he was going.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study: 
Genesis 15:13-15; 17:1-22; Job 42:1-2; Hebrews 11:8-13;  

Romans 4:1-25 
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Questions about the Story: 

1. Who gave the call to Abram? (Genesis 12:1 The Lord called 

Abram.) 

2. What were the Lord’s instructions to Abram? (Genesis 12:1 

The Lord God commanded Abram to leave his country and to 

go to a place that He would show him.) 

3. What did the Lord command Abram to leave? (Genesis 12:1 

His country, his people, and his father’s household.) 

4. Where was Abram to go to after leaving all that he knew so 

well? (Genesis 12:1 Abram was to go to a land that the Lord 

would show him.) 

5. What did the Lord promise Abram? (Genesis 12:2-3 God 

promised to make Abram a great nation and bless him, making 

his name great and making him a blessing. All the peoples of 

the earth would be blessed through him.) 

6. How old was Abram when he set out from Haran? (Genesis 

12:4 Abram was seventy-five years old.) 

7. Who were Abram’s traveling companions? (Genesis 12:4-5 

His wife Sarai, nephew Lot, and all the people (servants) he 

had gotten while living in Haran.) 

8. When did the Lord appear to Abram again? (Genesis 12:6-7 

and refer to verse 5: The Lord appeared after Abram had been 

traveling through the land of Canaan.) 

9. What did the Lord promise Abram about the land that they are 

traveling through? (Genesis 12:7 That it would be the 

inheritance for his offspring.) 

10. What did Abram do after God promised to give this land to his 

descendants? (Genesis 12:7-8 Abram built an altar at 

Shechem, and another near Bethel, and he called on the name 

of the Lord.) 

11. What did the Lord promise Abram in a vision? (Genesis 15:1 

The Lord promised to be his shield and his great reward.) 

12. What was Abram’s concern? (Genesis 15:2-3 Abram’s 

concern was that he and Sarai had no children and so they 

would not have any child to inherit all that the Lord had 

promised.) 

13. Who did Abram believe was responsible for his lack of 

children? (Genesis 15:3 He accused the Lord: Abram said to 

the Lord, “You have given me no children.”) 

14. To remove Abram’s doubts and seal His promise, what did 

God tell Abram? (Genesis 15:4 God confirmed to Abram that 

a son would come from Abram’s own body to be his heir.) 

15. God took Abram outside to look up at the sky. What did He 

compare Abram’s future descendants to? (Genesis 15:5 The 
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Lord said that the descendants of Abram would someday be as 

many as the stars in the sky.) 

16. Why did God consider Abram to be a righteous man? (Genesis 

15:6 Abraham believed the promise of God would come true 

and God called that righteousness.) 

 

Application Questions: 
1. In what way does the Lord call to us today? (Genesis 12:1 The 

Lord calls us through the preaching, teaching, reading of His 

Word, and through the Holy Spirit.) 

2. How must we respond when the Lord calls us to do 

something? (Genesis 12:1-4 We must go where He tells us to 

go and do what He commands us to do.) 

3. The Lord commanded Abram to leave the comforts of Haran. 

What does He ask us to leave behind in order to follow Him? 

(Genesis 12:1 The Lord asks us to leave everything behind 

including our sinful way of living.) 

4. What is the blessing that we have been given? What 

responsibility goes with that blessing? (Genesis 12:1-3 The 

blessing is Abraham’s future offspring, Jesus. The 

responsibility is the Great Commission in Matthew 28:19-20.) 

5. When God calls us, do we always know where God will be 

leading us? (Genesis 12:1 No, but we can trust that He will 

show us when the time is right for us to know.) 

6. What does this story teach us about God’s provision when He 

calls us? (Genesis 12:2-3, 7 We can be sure that when the 

Lord calls us and we obey Him, He will bless us and provide 

for us.) 

7. Abram was seventy-five years old when God called him to 

leave his home. What qualifies us, like Abram, to be God’s 

chosen one. (Genesis 12:1-8 Nothing in ourselves, only the 

Promise of God. The new land and the alter point to the only 

sacrifice that would qualify Abram.) 

8. What does this show us about who God is able to call and use 

for His glory? (Genesis 12:4 God is able to call anyone He 

desires. When God uses someone who is not strong to do great 

things, this gives Him much glory, because it is clear to 

everyone that God is the One who is doing the great things.) 

9. How should we respond to the Lord when He is leading us? 

(Genesis 12:7-8 We should always worship God and give Him 

glory. We must ask Him to lead us in every decision.) 

10. What does it mean that God said He would be Abram’s 

“shield and very great reward?” (Genesis 15:1 God is like a 

shield that surrounds us and protects us from the devil, the 

world, and our flesh. God is our reward because Jesus makes it 
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possible to know Him and having fellowship with Him. He 

also provides for all that we need for life and godliness 

through the glorious riches in Jesus Christ our Lord. See 2 

Peter 1:3 and Philippians 4:19.) 

11. What makes God look upon us as righteous? (Genesis 15:6 

God looks at us as righteous when we have faith in His Word 

and we trust in His promises. If we believe Him, we will obey 

what He tells us to do. Romans 4:1-5, 18-25; 5:1) 

12. What is faith? (Genesis 15:6 Faith is trusting God at His 

Word. It is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what 

we do not see. Hebrews 11:1, 8-10)  
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6. The Birth of Isaac 
Genesis 16-21 

 

Genesis 16 
1
Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children.  But she had an 

Egyptian maidservant named Hagar;
 2
so she said to Abram, “The Lord 

has kept me from having children.  Go sleep with my maidservant; 

perhaps I can build a family through her.” 

  

Abram agreed to what Sarai said.  
3
So after Abram had been living in 

Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian maidservant Hagar 

and gave her to her husband to be his wife.  
4
 He slept with Hagar, and 

she conceived. 

  
15

 So Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram gave him the name 

Ishmael.  
16

Abram was 86 years old when Hagar gave birth to Ishmael. 

  

Genesis 17 
1
When Abram was 99 years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, “I 

am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless. 
2
I will confirm 

my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your 

numbers.” 

  
3
Abram fell face down and God said to him, 

4
“As for me, this is my 

covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations. 
5
 No longer 

will you be called Abram, but Abraham (which means “Father of 

Many”), for I have made you a father of many nations… 
8
 The whole 

land of Canaan, where you are now an alien, I will give as an 

everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will 

be their God. 
10

 This is my covenant with you and your descendants 

after you: Every male among you who is eight days old shall be 

circumcised.” 

  
15

 God also said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer 

to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah.  
16

 I will bless her and will 

surely give you a son by her.” 

  
17

 Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, “Will a son 

be born to a man a hundred years old?  Will Sarah bear a child at the 

age of 90?”  
18

And Abraham said to God, “If only Ishmael might live 

under your blessing!” 

  
19

 Then God said, “Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and 

you will call him Isaac.  I will establish my covenant with him as an 

everlasting covenant for his descendents after him.” 
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Genesis 18 
1
The Lord appeared to Abraham while he was sitting at the entrance to 

his tent in the heat of the day.  
2
Abraham looked up and saw three men 

standing nearby. 
6-8

Abraham welcomed the men and hurried to prepare 

them a meal. 

  
9
 “Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him.  “There in the tent,” 

Abraham replied.  
10

 Then the Lord said, “I will surely return to you 

about this time next year and Sarah your wife will have a son.” 
11

 Now Sarah was listening at the entrance of the tent.  
12

 She laughed 

to herself and thought, “After I am worn out and my master is old, will 

I now have this pleasure?” 

  
13

 Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will 

I really have a child, now that I am old?’
 14

Is anything too difficult for 

the Lord?  I will return to you at the appointed time next year and Sarah 

will have a son.” 
15

Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not 

laugh.”  But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.” 

  

Genesis 21 
1
Now the Lord was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did 

for Sarah what he had promised.  
2
 Sarah became pregnant and bore a 

son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had promised 

him.  
3
 Abraham gave him the name Isaac. 

4
 When his son was eight 

days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded him.  
5
 

Abraham was 100 years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 

  
6
 Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears 

about this will laugh with me.  
7
 Who would have said to Abraham that 

Sarah would nurse children?  Yet I have borne him a son in his old 

age.” 
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Study Questions: The Birth of Isaac 
Genesis 16-21 

 

Introduction:  
Twenty-four years had passed since the Lord had first appeared to 

Abram and called him to go out of the land of Haran. Now, the Lord 

changed Abram’s name to Abraham, meaning “father of many 

nations,” confirming the promise God had given that Abraham’s 

descendants would be as many as the stars in the sky. Abraham, at 86 

years old, had gotten restless in his wait for God to fulfill the promise 

of a child. His wife Sarah was still barren. So, 11 years after God had 

promised Him a child, Abraham slept with his wife’s handmaiden, 

hoping that through her he might be able to assist God in giving him an 

heir. However, God planned to fulfill His promise to Abraham through 

Sarah and that promise would also be filled later through the coming 

Messiah who would be born of the free woman rather than the slave. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To remember that God is never slow to keep His 

promises, but He fulfills them in His perfect time, 

according to His will.   

- To recognize that although we are slaves to the Law, 

which is like Ishmael, we are free under the Promise, 

which is like Isaac. 

Attitude  

- To believe on the Lord’s Promise which comes through 

His Word; which is Jesus.  

- To trust that God is in control and that His thoughts and 

ways are better than ours. Humbly accept God’s promise 

for you.  

Actions  

- To wait on the Lord for His provision and not try to make 

things happen our own way.   

- To carefully listen to the Word of the Lord and follow it 

with our whole heart.  

 

Memory Verses:  

Galatians 4:31  “Therefore, brothers, we are not children of the slave 

woman, but of the free woman.” 

Jeremiah 17:7 “Blessed is the man that trusts in the Lord, whose 

confidence is in Him.” 

Micah 7:7 “But as for me, I watch in hope for the LORD, I wait for 

God my Savior; my God will hear me.” 
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Scriptures for Further Study: 

Galatians 4:22-31; Proverbs 3:5-6; Isaiah 40:28-31; Romans 4:18-21; 

Galatians 3:6-9 Hebrews 11:11-13; James 1:2-4 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. Did God immediately fulfill His promise to Abram that Sarai 

would bear a son for him? (Genesis 16:1 No, many years passed 

before God was ready to fulfill the promise that they would have a 

son.) 

2. Who did Sarai blame for not having children? (Genesis 16:2 Sarai 

says that the Lord had kept her from having children.) 

3. What action did Abram and his wife Sarai do to try to receive the 

promised heir? (Genesis 16:1-15 Sarai gave Abram her 

maidservant Hagar to sleep with so he would have a child with 

her.) 

4. How long did Abram and Sarai wait before trying to help God this 

way? (Genesis 16:3 Abram had already been living in the land of 

Canaan for eleven years.) 

5. What was the result of the plan of Abram and Sarai’s actions? 

(Genesis 16:4, 15 Hagar, Sarai’s maidservant bore Abram a son, 

and Abram gave him the name Ishmael.) 

6. What happened to Abram when he was 99 years old? This was 13 

years after the birth of Ishmael. (Genesis 17:1-10 The Lord God 

appeared to Abram and commanded him to walk blameless before 

the Lord. He also confirmed the covenant that He had made with 

Abram, telling Abram that He still planned to fulfill it.) 

7. How did God confirm the covenant that He had made with 

Abram? (Genesis 17:5, 10 To confirm the covenant, the Lord gave 

Abram the new name Abraham; meaning “Father of Many”. God 

also establishes the covenant of circumcision as a sign between 

Him and Abraham to show that His presence would continue to be 

with Abraham even to the multitudes of generations.)  

8. What did God command Abraham to do to all the males in his 

household? (Genesis 17:10; 21:4 God commanded that they be 

circumcised as a sign of God’s covenant with Abraham.) 

9. What did the Lord promise Abraham about his wife 

Sarah? (Genesis 17:16 The Lord promised that His blessing would 

be on Sarah and that she would have a son.) 

10. What did Abraham and Sarah do when they heard the words of the 

Lord? Why? (Genesis 17:17-19; 18:1-12 Both Abraham and Sarah 

laughed about the words of the Lord and wondered if it was 

possible to have a son in their old age. Abraham suggested that the 

Lord’s blessing would fall on Ishmael, who was now 13 years 

old.) 
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11. What did the Lord say in response to Abraham and Sarah’s 

disbelief? (Genesis 17:19; 18:13-14 The Lord confirmed His 

promise that Sarah would give birth to a son and the boy would be 

called Isaac. God added: “Is anything too difficult for the Lord to 

do?”) 

12. Did God keep His promise to Abraham and Sarah about giving 

them a son? (Genesis 21:1-2 Yes, soon Sarah conceived and at the 

appointed time gave birth to a son just as the Lord had promised.) 

13. How old were Abraham and Sarah when their son was born? 

(Genesis 17:17 Abraham was 100 and Sarah was 90.) 

14. What did Abraham and Sarah name their son? (Genesis 21:3, 6 

Isaac, which means “laughter.”) 

 

Application Questions: 

1. Was it right or wrong for Abram and Sarai to have Abram 

sleep with Sarai’s maidservant? Why? (Genesis 16:1-4, see 

also Proverbs 3:5-6 Abram and Sarai were wrong for allowing 

Abram to sleep with Sarai’s maidservant, for two reasons. 

First she was not Abram’s wife. Second, it was wrong because 

they were not trusting in the covenant promise that God had 

made with them or in God’s power to provide for them.) 

2. What does it mean to be a child of the slave woman verses the 

free woman? (It means that we are trying to do things our own 

way instead of trusting in the Promise of God.  

Galatians 4:22-31) 

3. What is involved in the Promise of God that is beyond the 

promise of a child? (The Promise is a covenant from God. It is 

the promise of many nations and an everlasting possession. It 

means the impossible is possible. Genesis 17:3-5, 8) 

4. What does this story of Abram and Sarai teach us about the 

importance of waiting on God’s timing? (We learn that 

patience and waiting on God’s timing are very important. The 

descendants of Ishmael, the son of Hagar, later became the 

worst enemy of Abram’s descendants, the Israelites. If Abram 

and Sarai had waited on the Lord, they could have potentially 

prevented the suffering of their own offspring.) 

5. What does God develop in us through times of waiting? 

(James 1:2, 4, 12 God develops faith in His promise as well as 

perseverance and maturity in our lives.)  

6. How does God respond toward us when we fail to wait on 

Him? (Genesis 17:1-10; 18:13-15 He reminds us of His Word 

and His promises to us. He also graciously corrects us, 

rebukes us, and helps us return to following Him and doing 

His will.) 
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7. What covenant has God made with us as Christians? (God has 

given us the covenant promise of grace through faith in His 

Son Jesus Christ and the privilege of entering into the family 

of God through the means of grace in baptism. Galatians 3: 

26-29; Colossians 2:11-12) 

8. In what ways do we, like Abraham and Sarah, laugh or show 

unbelief, hesitancy and mockery of the Word of the Lord in 

our lives? 

9. Is anything impossible with the Lord? (Nothing. Genesis 

18:14) 

10. What does this story teach us about the promises of God and 

His faithfulness? (We should believe the promises of God for 

He is faithful to keep His promises. See Jeremiah 17:7.) 
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7. Abraham’s Faith Tested  
Genesis 22 

 

Genesis 22 
1
 Some time later God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 
2
Then God said, “Take your son, you only son, Isaac, whom you love, 

and go to the region of Moriah.  Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering 

on one of the mountains that I will show you.” 
3
 Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey.  He 

took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac.  When he had cut 

enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had 

told him about.  
4
On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance.   

5
 He said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the 

boy go over there.  We will worship and then we will come back to 

you.” 
6
 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son 

Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife.  As the two of them 

went on together,  
7
 Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?” 

“Yes, my son?”  Abraham replied. 

“The fire and wood are here but where is the lamb for the burnt 

offering?” 
8
Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt 

offering, my son.”  And the two of them went on together. 
9
 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built 

an altar there and arranged the wood on it.  He bound his son Isaac and 

laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.   
10

 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son.   
11

 But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! 

Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 
12

 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him.  

Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me 

your son, your only son.” 
13

 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its 

horns.  He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt 

offering instead of his son.  
14

 So Abraham called that place The Lord 

Will Provide.  And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the Lord 

it will be provided.” 
15

 Then the angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second 

time 
16

and said, “I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you 

have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son,  
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17
 I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as 

the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore.  Your descendants 

will take possession of the cities of their enemies,  
18

 and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, 

because you have obeyed me. 
19

 Then Abraham returned to his servants, and they set off together for 

Beersheba. 



 48 

Study Questions: Abraham’s Faith Tested 
Genesis 22 

 

Introduction:  

After finally providing a son for Abraham at the age of 100, God now 

asked Abraham to do something amazing. God told Abraham to make a 

holy sacrifice to Him by offering his son Isaac. This came as shocking 

news because Isaac was the son who the Lord had promised to bless 

and who was to receive the inheritance. Abraham was now faced with a 

difficult choice: obey the Lord, or hold on to the son whom he loved. 

This was another picture of the coming Messiah who would die in our 

place. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To realize that Abraham was asked to sacrifice his one 

and only son but was stopped, instead God sacrificed His 

One and Only Son, Jesus Christ.   

- To understand that Jesus is our sacrificial lamb who died 

in our place. God is our provider in every situation. 

Attitude  

- To trust in the Lord even when it does not make sense, 

and to follow Him not only in our heart, but in action.   

- To be confident that the Lord is truly the great Jehovah-

Jireh (The God who provides) and that He provides all we 

need in Christ.  

- To rest in the knowledge that God is able and willing to 

give to the extent of His own Son. 

Actions  

- To follow the Lord God immediately when He gives us a 

command because He is the one who will provide.   

- To listen carefully to the Word of the Lord so we can 

know His voice and recognize His leading. 

 

Memory Verses:  

Job 1:21 “The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the 

name of the LORD be praised." 

Isaiah 53:6 “We all like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned 

to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”  

 

Scriptures for Further Study: 
Hebrews 11:17-19; Job 1:21; Romans 4:17-18; Galatians 3:6-9; James 

2:21-23 
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Questions about the Story: 

1. Who was the one who tested Abraham? (Genesis 22:1 God 

was the one who tested him.) 

2. What was the command that the Lord God was giving to 

Abraham? (Genesis 22:2 To take his only son Isaac, whom he 

loved, and to sacrifice him as a burnt offering.) 

3. What did Abraham do when God told him to offer his son as a 

sacrifice? (Genesis 22:3 He began to obey immediately, in fact 

Abraham got up early the very next morning to obey what 

God had told him to do.) 

4. What did Abraham tell his servants that he and Isaac were 

going to do at the mountain? (Genesis 22:5 Abraham said “We 

will worship and then we will come back to you.”) 

5. What was needed for the sacrifice on Mount Moriah? (Genesis 

22:6-8 Fire, wood, the knife, and a lamb.) 

6. Did Abraham take a lamb along as they climbed up the 

mountain? (Genesis 22:8 No.) 

7. Who did Abraham say would provide the lamb for the burnt 

offering? (Genesis 22:8 God Himself would provide.) 

8. What happened when Abraham and Isaac reached the place 

for the sacrifice?  (Genesis 22:9 Abraham built an altar, placed 

the wood on it, and then tied his own son and placed him on 

the altar.) 

9. What was Abraham doing when the angel of the Lord called 

out to him? (Genesis 22:10-11 He reached out his hand and 

took the knife to kill his son.) 

10. What did the angel of the Lord say to Abraham? (Genesis 

22:12 “Don’t harm your son. Do not do anything to him. Now 

I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from 

me your son, your only son.”) 

11. What did Abraham see nearby? (Genesis 22:13 A ram caught 

by its horns in a bush.) 

12. What did Abraham call Mount Moriah after the sacrifice? 

(Genesis 22:14 Abraham called that place, “The Lord will 

provide.”) 

13. What did the angel of the Lord say to Abraham the second 

time? (Genesis 22:15-18 The Lord promised that, because of 

Abraham’s obedience, the Lord would surely bless him and 

give him many descendants. He also promised that through the 

descendants of Abraham all nations on earth would be 

blessed.) 
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Application Questions: 

1. Why does God choose to test us? (Genesis 22:1 Testing forces 

us to trust in Him alone and it is when we see that He alone 

provides. God also tests us to show us what is in our hearts 

and to make our faith in Him grow. James 1:2-3) 

2. When God asked Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac, in what 

different ways could Abraham have responded? (Genesis 22:1 

Abraham could have either responded with faith and trust 

which resulted in obedience, or in doubt and unbelief, 

resulting in disobedience.) 

3. What are our possible responses when God asks us to do 

something for Him? (Like Abraham, we can trust God and 

obey Him, or we can choose doubt, fear and disobedience.) 

4. Read Hebrews 11:17-19. What did Abraham think God was 

going to do? (He thought if God would have him sacrifice his 

son, then God would bring Isaac to life again so that God 

could fulfill His promises.) 

5. What does God’s test of Abraham teach us about the character 

of God? (Genesis 22:2 God is the provider. The tests reveal 

His strengths and our weaknesses. The tests of life are 

opportunities for us to see that and grow in faith.) 

6. How do we as Christians need to respond when God 

commands us to do something difficult? (Genesis 22:3 Like 

Abraham, trust God and obey His commands.) 

7. How does the sacrifice of Isaac remind us of the sacrifice of 

Jesus? (There are three ways this story reminds us of the 

sacrifice of Jesus. First, just like Abraham, God sacrificed His 

One and Only Son whom He deeply loved. Second, Jesus was 

like Isaac in that he willing obeyed his father. Third, Jesus is 

represented in this story by the ram that was killed in place of 

Isaac, just like Jesus died in our place.) 

8. What do we learn about God’s character when we consider 

His provision of the substitute for the sacrifice? (Genesis 

22:13 We see that God loves His followers and provides for us 

in our greatest need, which is for salvation. He saved Isaac by 

providing the ram; he saves us by providing Jesus. This 

provision meant so much to Abraham that he named the place, 

“The Lord Will Provide.”) 

9. Does God want us to sacrifice our children? (No, most 

certainly not. God only asked this in the case of Abraham in 

order to test his faith. God was not pleased when parents killed 

their children as sacrifices in their worship. Jeremiah 19:4-5) 



 51 

8. Jacob and Esau: Promise and Covenant 
Genesis 25:19-34 

 

Genesis 25 

 
19

This is the account of Abraham's son Isaac.  

 
21

 Isaac prayed to the LORD on behalf of his wife, because she was 

barren. The LORD answered his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became 

pregnant. 
22

 The babies jostled each other within her, and she said, 

“Why is this happening to me?” So she went to inquire of the LORD.  

 
23

 The LORD said to her,  

       “Two nations are in your womb,  

       and two peoples from within you will be separated;  

       one people will be stronger than the other,  

       and the older will serve the younger.”  

 
24

 When the time came for her to give birth, there were twin boys in 

her womb. 
25

 The first to come out was red, and his whole body was 

like a hairy garment; so they named him Esau. 
26

 After this, his brother 

came out, with his hand grasping Esau's heel; so he was named Jacob.  

Isaac was sixty years old when Rebekah gave birth to them.  

 
27

 The boys grew up, and Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the 

open country, while Jacob was a quiet man, staying among the tents.  

28
 Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but Rebekah loved 

Jacob.  

 
29

 Once when Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau came in from the 

open country, famished. 
30

 He said to Jacob, “Quick, let me have some 

of that red stew! I'm famished!” (That is why he was also called Edom.) 

 
31

 Jacob replied, “First sell me your birthright.”  

 
32

 “Look, I am about to die,” Esau said. “What good is the birthright to 

me?”  

 
33

 But Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore an oath to him, 

selling his birthright to Jacob.  

 
34

 Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew. He ate and 

drank, and then got up and left.  

      So Esau despised his birthright. 
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Study Questions:  

Jacob and Esau: Promise and Covenant 
Genesis 25:19-34 

 

Introduction:  
Abraham had now died and his inheritance had been passed on to his 

son Isaac who had twin sons, Jacob and Esau. Esau was the firstborn of 

the boys, which usually meant that the inheritance of physical and 

spiritual blessings would be his. However, God had decided before the 

boys were even born that the inheritance should go to Jacob. Instead of 

leaving things in God’s control, Jacob decided to use sinful trickery to 

receive what the Lord had promised for him. For us, the privilege of 

God’s birthright and blessing come through the firstborn of all creation, 

Jesus. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To understand that God gives us the privilege of His 

blessing, His inheritance and His name through Jesus.  

- To recognize the ability to reject the birthright and the 

blessing is still ours as it was Esau’s.  

Attitude  

- To honor the privilege of being called children of God 

and to be called His heirs.  

- To desire our heavenly Father’s blessing and family 

name. 

Actions  

- To bear the name of Christian as one who has truly been 

made an heir to the King.  

- To live as “a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, a people belonging to God.” “To declare the 

praises of him who called you out of darkness into his 

wonderful light.” 

 

Memory Verses:  
John 1:12-13 “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in 

his name, he gave the right to become children of God—children born 

not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but 

born of God.” 
 

Scriptures for Further Study: 

Malachi 1:2-5; Romans 9:10-16; Ephesians 1:11-14; 1 Peter 1:3-4; 

Hebrews 12:16-17; 1 Peter 2:9 
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Questions about the Story: 

1. Why did the Isaac pray to the Lord on behalf of his wife? 

(Genesis 25:21 Because she was barren, she could not have 

children.) 

2. How old was Isaac when his sons were born? (Genesis 25:26 

Isaac was sixty years old.) 

3. How did the Lord respond to Isaac’s prayers? (Genesis 25:21 

The Lord answered and Rebekah became pregnant with twin 

boys.) 

4. What did the Lord tell Rebekah when she asked about the 

babies in her womb? (Genesis 25:23 The Lord told her that 

two nations were in her womb. One would be stronger and the 

older would serve the younger.) 

5. Who was the firstborn of Isaac? Who was the second born? 

(Genesis 25:25-26 Esau came out first and Jacob was born 

second, grasping Esau’s heel.) 

6. What were the differences between the twin boys? (Genesis 

25:27-28 Esau was a hunter and a man of the open country. 

Jacob was a quiet man, and stayed among the tents. Esau had 

the favor of his father while Jacob the favor of his mother.) 

7. What condition was Esau in when he came in from the open 

country? (Genesis 25:29-32 He was famished (very hungry) 

and felt as if he was about to die.) 

8. What did he ask his brother Jacob for? (Genesis 25:30 A bowl 

of red lentil stew that Jacob had been making.) 

9. What did Jacob require before he would give Esau the stew? 

(Genesis 25:31 Jacob demanded the birthright from Esau in 

exchange for the soup.) 

10. What is the birthright? (Genesis 25:31 A birthright is the 

privilege of carrying on the family name, the inheritance and 

the blessing.) 

11. Which brother did God promise the birthright to? (Genesis 

25:23 God promised the birthright to Jacob before the twins 

were born. He promised that the older would serve the 

younger.) 

12. What rights did Esau have because he was born first? (The 

special blessing of his father, most of the family’s belongings, 

and the family name.) 

13. What was Esau’s attitude toward his birthright? (Genesis 

25:32, 34 He despised his birthright thinking it wouldn’t do 

him any good.) 

14. Which of the two brothers ended up with the birthright? How? 

(Genesis 25:31-34 Jacob ended up with the birthright, because 

Esau swore an oath to him in exchange for a bowl of lentil 

soup.)   
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Application Questions: 
1. When we are faced with difficulties, like Rebekah being 

barren or Esau with extreme hunger, what should be our first 

response? (Genesis 25:21-22 We should pray to God to help 

us, because He is all-powerful and can do more than we could 

ever ask or imagine. He knows our need and answers prayer.  

1 John 5:14-15) 

2. How do we know that we can go to God and ask for the 

impossible? (Genesis 25:21, 26 As Isaac, who was almost 60, 

asked God for a son from his barren wife, we can go to God 

with any need and know that He is able to help us.) 

3. How do we use deceit to get what we want, instead of waiting 

for the Lord to provide it for Him? (Genesis 25:31)  

4. Is it right or wrong to use trickery or bribing? Why? (This was 

wrong, because he was taking into his own control what God 

had already promised him. Jacob should have waited on the 

Lord to provide for Him, and not try to get things for himself 

through sinful means.) 

5. What birthright do we have as Christians?  (Because of Jesus, 

we have the right to be called children of God (See John 1:12). 

We will also receive an inheritance from the Lord that is 

everlasting in heaven.) 

6. What does it mean to sell your birthright? (Genesis 25:33 To 

give up the honored position, blessing, and inheritance in 

exchange for something else.) 

7. How can we sell our spiritual birthright that we have as 

Christians? (Many Christians choose to give up their 

privileges as God’s children by choosing to enjoy the passions 

of this life that last for only a moment. In doing this, they 

forsake the long-term blessing of eternal life with God. It is 

easy to become short-sighted and miss that which is promised 

ahead. Hebrews 11:24-26)  

8. How does one despise his birthright? (By considering it to be 

meaningless. For Esau, he considered his birthright to be 

worth less than a bowl of soup. Hebrews 12:16-17) 
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9. Joseph sold into Egypt  
Genesis 37:3-11, 18-34; 39:1-6 

 

Genesis 37  

 
3 
Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he 

had been born to him in his old age; and he made a richly ornamented 

robe for him.  
4 
When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of 

them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him.  
5 
Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated 

him all the more.  
6 
He said to them, “Listen to this dream I had:  

7 
We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my 

sheaf rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine 

and bowed down to it.”  
8 
His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you 

actually rule us?” And they hated him all the more because of his 

dream and what he had said.  
11 

His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in 

mind.  

One day Israel sent Joseph to check on his brothers who were grazing 

the sheep. 
18 

When they saw him in the distance, and before he reached them, they 

plotted to kill him.  
19 

“Here comes that dreamer!” they said to each other.  
20 

“Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns 

and say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what 

comes of his dreams.”  
21 

When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their hands. 

“Let’s not take his life,” he said.  
22 

“Don’t shed any blood. Throw him into this cistern here in the desert, 

but don’t lay a hand on him.” Reuben said this to rescue him from them 

and take him back to his father.  
23 

So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe  
24 

and they took him and threw him into the cistern. Now the cistern 

was empty; there was no water in it.  
25 

As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a caravan 

of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead.  
26 

Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our brother 

and cover up his blood?  
27 

Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; 

after all, he is our brother, our own flesh and blood.” His brothers 

agreed.  
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28 
So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph 

up out of the cistern and sold him for twenty shekels of silver to the 

Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt.  
29 

When Reuben returned to the cistern and saw that Joseph was not 

there, he tore his clothes.  
30 

He went back to his brothers and said, “The boy isn’t there! Where 

can I turn now?”  
31 

Then they got Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe 

in the blood.  
32 

They took the ornamented robe back to their father and said, “We 

found this. Examine it to see whether it is your son’s robe.”  
33 

He recognized it and said, “It is my son’s robe! Some ferocious 

animal has devoured him. Joseph has surely been torn to pieces.”  
34 

Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and mourned for his son 

many days. 

 
Genesis 39   
1 
Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian 

who was one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard, bought 

him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there.  
2 
The LORD was with Joseph and he prospered, and he lived in the 

house of his Egyptian master.  
3 
When his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD 

gave him success in everything he did,  
4 
Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put 

him in charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything 

he owned.  
5 
From the time he put him in charge of his household and of all that he 

owned, the LORD blessed the household of the Egyptian because of 

Joseph. The blessing of the LORD was on everything Potiphar had, both 

in the house and in the field.  
6 
So he left in Joseph’s care everything he had; with Joseph in charge, 

he did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate. 
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Study Questions: Joseph Sold into Egypt 
Genesis 37:3-11, 18-34; 39:1-6 

 

Introduction:  
Jacob (also called Israel) left the land of Canaan to look for a wife 

among his relatives in the land of Haran, where his grandfather 

Abraham had once lived. Jacob worked seven years for his Uncle 

Laban to get Laban's daughter Rachel as his wife. Laban deceived 

Jacob by giving him Rachel’s sister Leah to marry instead. Jacob then 

worked another seven years for the privilege of marrying Rachel. The 

two sisters both gave their maidservants to be Jacob’s wives as well, so 

Jacob had four wives. Each maidservant gave birth to 2 children and 

Leah gave birth to six, but Rachel was barren. Then God remembered 

Rachel and she gave birth to Joseph, and later Benjamin. Joseph and 

Benjamin were the youngest of the twelve sons of Jacob, and were 

considered his favorites, because they were the sons of Rachel. As a 

result of this favoritism, the older brothers became jealous of Joseph 

and sold him into slavery in Egypt. As Joseph was sold into slavery, his 

life began to point to the coming Messiah who would also be rejected 

by his own and sold for the price of a slave. 
 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To see the destructive results of sins that are common to 

every man. To understand that sometimes evil things 

happen to good people.  

- To remember that the Lord never leaves us or forsakes us.  

- To remember that even as Joseph was rejected by his 

own, Jesus was as well.  

Attitude  

- To repent of sins that are passed on from one generation 

to the next.  

- To trust God even when it doesn’t make sense.  

- To be encouraged by the promise of the Lord’s presence 

and the fact that Jesus understands our pain.  

Actions  

- To turn from the sins of favoritism, deceit, jealousy, anger 

and hatred.  

- To show compassion upon those who are being mistreated 

as if they were Jesus.  

 

Memory Verse:  
Joshua 1:9 “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. 

Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will 

be with you wherever you go.” 
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Scriptures for Further Study:  
Joshua 1:6-9, Psalm 18:1-3; 34:18; 46:1-3; Galatians 6:7-8 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. Who was Israel? (Genesis 37:3 Israel was the new name that 

God gave to Jacob as a result of the promise. See Genesis 

35:10.) 

2. How did Joseph’s brothers know that that their father loved 

Joseph more than them? (Genesis 37:3-4 Their father had 

made a richly ornamented robe for Joseph. It was very costly 

and beautiful.) 

3. Why did Joseph’s brothers hate him? (Genesis 37:2-4 The 

brothers hated Joseph for several reasons: (1) he told their 

father about their poor work while tending the flocks, (2) they 

were jealous because their father loved Joseph more (3) Jacob 

had given Joseph the special robe. Their hatred showed 

because they could not speak a kind word to him.)  

4. What was Joseph’s first dream that he told to his brothers? 

(Genesis 37:5-7 While they were binding sheaves of grain in 

the field, Joseph’s sheaf of grain stood upright, while everyone 

else’s sheaves bowed down before his.) 

5. Why did the brothers hate Joseph even more after hearing his 

dream? How did they understand the meaning of the dream? 

(Genesis 37:5, 8 The meaning of the dream was that Joseph 

would become their leader and they would be subject to him. 

They hated him even more after he told them the dream, 

because he was younger than they were, and it seemed like he 

wanted to be their ruler. He seemed to be bragging to them.) 

6. What was Joseph's second dream and its interpretation? 

(Genesis 37:9-11 He dreamed that the sun, moon and eleven 

stars bowed down to him, and interpreted it that his parents 

and brothers would bow down to him.) 

7. Did Jacob believe Joseph’s dream? (Genesis 37:10-11 Jacob 

scolded his son, but he also wondered what it might mean.) 

8. What did Joseph’s brothers plan to do when they saw him 

coming in the distance? (Genesis 37:18 They plotted to kill 

him and throw his body into a cistern, then claim that a wild 

animal had devoured him.) 

9. How did Rueben save Joseph from being killed by his 

brothers? Why did he do this? (Genesis 37:21-22 Rueben 

suggested that instead of killing Joseph they could just throw 

him into the cistern. Rueben did this so that he could later 

rescue Joseph and take him back to their father Jacob.) 
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10. What did the brothers see when they sat down to eat their 

food? (Genesis 37:25 They looked up and saw a caravan of 

Ishmaelite merchants coming their way.) 

11. What was Judah’s suggestion to the brothers? (Genesis 37:26-

27 To sell Joseph to the Ishmaelites as a slave, so they would 

not be guilty of killing him and they would get some money.)  

12. What was the price that the Ishmaelites paid for Joseph? 

(Genesis 37:28 The price was 20 shekels of silver. A shekel 

was equal to one day’s wage.) 

13. What did Rueben say when he came back to the brothers?  

What was his concern? (Genesis 37:29-30, 34 He said, “Oh 

no! The boy isn’t there anymore! Now what can I do?” He 

was concerned about his father who loved Joseph so much.) 

14. What did the brothers do to deceive their father and cover up 

what they had done? (Genesis 37:31 They killed a goat and 

dipped Joseph’s robe in its blood to make it look like Joseph 

had been killed by a wild animal.) 

15. Why did the brothers deceive their father? Had Jacob ever 

deceived anyone before? (Genesis 37:32 The brothers 

deceived their father in order to hide their sinful behavior. 

Jacob had also deceived his father, Isaac, by pretending to be 

Esau to take Esau’s blessing.) 

16. How was Jacob reaping what he had sown? (See Galatians 

6:7-8 Jacob had earlier deceived his father, now he was the 

father experiencing deceit from his sons.) 

17. Did Jacob believe that his son was dead? (Genesis 37:33-34 

Yes, he said, “Surely Joseph has been torn to pieces,” and 

Jacob tore his clothes and mourned many days for his son.) 

18. In what ways did God save Joseph’s life? (Genesis 37:18-22 

God saved Joseph's life in three ways: He put in Reuben the 

desire to convince his brothers not to kill Joseph, He sent the 

Ishmaelite merchants at just the right time, and He gave Judah 

the idea of selling Joseph instead of killing him.) 

19. Where was Joseph taken?  Who purchased him? (Genesis 39:1 

Joseph was taken to Egypt and sold as a slave to Potiphar, who 

was one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard.) 

20. Did the Lord forsake Joseph in Egypt? (Genesis 39:2-3 No. 

The Lord was with him and blessed Joseph in everything he 

did. See also Psalm 34:17-18, 46:1-3; Joshua 1:9) 

21. What did Potiphar do after recognizing that the Lord was 

giving Joseph success in everything he did? (Genesis 39:3-6 

Potiphar looked on Joseph with favor, put him in charge of his 

own household and entrusted Joseph with everything he 

owned.) 
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Application Questions: 

1. How does favoritism cause problems within the family, 

friends or community? (Genesis 37:3-4 It causes hatred and 

jealousy between people because someone will feel they have 

been mistreated. See James 2:1-4) 

2. What response could eliminate the problems that develop with 

favoritism? (Humility, serving others and considering others 

better than yourself. Consider Jesus attitude in  

Philippians 2:5-11.) 

3. What happens when the sin of hatred comes into our life? 

(Hatred grows and the person who hates becomes captive to 

hatred. If he does not repent, he finds himself doing things that 

he never imagined he would do. Hate can destroy a person’s 

life. Instead see Colossians 3:13; Ephesians 4:26-27) 

4. Why is deceit such a dangerous sin? (Genesis 37:31-32 Deceit 

erodes the trust and faith that relationships are based on. It 

exchanges truth for a lie and it grows out of control.) 

5. What should our response be when we see others being 

mistreated? (Genesis 37:21-22 We should do everything we 

can to stop those who are mistreating others. We should 

defend those who can’t defend themselves. This promotes 

justice and peace.) 

6. Joseph passed through a very difficult time, yet Genesis 39:2 

says that the Lord was with Joseph.  How is the Lord with us 

during hard times in our life? (See Psalm 34:18) 

7. What is noticeable about those who are following after the 

Lord with their lives? (Genesis 39:3-6 The blessing of the 

Lord God is on them and they are a blessing to those around 

them.) 

8. What ways does Joseph’s life parallel the life of Jesus? 

Joseph’s family rejected him, he was sold for the price of a 

slave and he was stripped of his robe. Yet, through Joseph the 

whole family would be saved.)   

9. How does God save our lives? (He saves us through Jesus. 

who was sold for the price of a slave. He was beaten and 

killed instead of us. He was then raised to life and gives those 

who trust in him new life. Ephesians 2:8-9) 
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10.   Joseph Reveals Himself to His Brothers  
Genesis 42-45 

 

Genesis 42  
1
When Jacob learned that there was grain in Egypt, he said to his sons, 

“Why do you just keep looking at each other?” 
2
 “I have heard that 

there is grain in Egypt. Go down there and buy some for us, so that we 

may live and not die.” 

 
3 
Then ten of Joseph’s brothers went down to buy grain from Egypt.         

4 
But Jacob did not send Benjamin, Joseph’s brother, with the others, 

because he was afraid that harm might come to him.  
6 
Now Joseph was the governor of the land, the one who sold grain to 

all its people. So when Joseph’s brothers arrived, they bowed down to 

him with their faces to the ground. 

 
7 
As soon as Joseph saw his brothers, he recognized them, but he 

pretended to be a stranger and spoke harshly to them. “Where do you 

come from?” he asked. “From the land of Canaan,” they replied, “to 

buy food.” 

 
8 
Although Joseph recognized his brothers, they did not recognize him. 

9 
Then he remembered his dreams about them and said to them, “You 

are spies! You have come to see where our land is unprotected.” 
10 

“No, 

my lord,” they answered. “Your servants have come to buy food. 
11 

We 

are all the sons of one man. Your servants are honest men, not spies.”          
12 

“No!” he said to them. “You have come to see where our land is 

unprotected.”  
13 

But they replied, “Your servants were twelve brothers, the sons of 

one man, who lives in the land of Canaan. The youngest is now with 

our father, and one is no more.” 
14 

Joseph said to them, “It is just as I 

told you: You are spies!” 
17 

And he put them all in custody for three 

days. 
18 

On the third day, Joseph said to them, “Do this and you will 

live, for I fear God: 
19 

If you are honest men, let one of your brothers 

stay here in prison, while the rest of you go and take grain back for 

your starving households. 
20 

But you must bring your youngest brother 

to me, so that your words may be verified and that you may not die.” So 

Simeon remained in Egypt and the brothers returned home to bring 

grain to their starving families and they reported everything to their 

father Jacob. 
  

 

Genesis 43   

Now the famine was still severe in the land. 
2 
So when they had eaten 

all the grain they had brought from Egypt, their father said to them, 

“Go back and buy us a little more food.” 
3 
But Judah said to him, “The 

man warned us solemnly, ‘You will not see my face again unless your 

brother is with you.’ 
4 
If you will send our brother along with us, we 
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will go down and buy food for you. 
9 
I myself will guarantee his safety; 

you can hold me personally responsible for him.”  
11 

Then their father Israel said to them, “If it must be, then do this: Put 

some of the best products of the land in your bags and take them down 

to the man as a gift. 
13 

Take your brother also and go back to the man at 

once. 
14 

And may God Almighty grant you mercy before the man so 

that he will let your other brother and Benjamin come back with you. 

As for me, if I am bereaved, I am bereaved.” 

 
15 

So the men took the gifts and Benjamin also. They hurried down to 

Egypt and presented themselves to Joseph. 
16 

When Joseph saw 

Benjamin with them, he said to the steward of his house, “Take these 

men to my house, slaughter an animal and prepare dinner; they are to 

eat with me at noon.” 
17 

The man did as Joseph told him and took the 

men to Joseph’s house. Then he brought Simeon out to them. 
24 

The 

steward took the men into Joseph’s house, gave them water to wash 

their feet and provided fodder for their donkeys. 
26 

When Joseph came 

home, they presented to him the gifts they had brought into the house, 

and they bowed down before him to the ground. 
34 

When portions were 

served to them from Joseph’s table, Benjamin’s portion was five times 

as much as anyone else’s. So they feasted and drank freely with him. 

 

Genesis 44 

Now Joseph gave these instructions to the steward of his house: “Fill 

the men’s sacks with as much food as they can carry, and put each 

man’s silver in the mouth of his sack. 
2 
Then put my cup, the silver one, 

in the mouth of the youngest one’s sack, along with the silver for his 

grain.” And he did as Joseph said. When the brothers had gone a short 

distance from the city, Joseph sent his steward to stop them.  After 

finding the cup in Benjamin’s sack, the brothers returned to Joseph in 

great sorrow.  Joseph demanded that the one who had stolen the cup 

remain in Egypt as his servant and that the rest of the brothers could 

return home.  
18 

Then Judah went up to him and said: “Please, my lord, let your 

servant speak a word to my lord. Do not be angry with your servant, 

though you are equal to Pharaoh himself. 
30 

If the boy is not with us 

when I go back to your servant my father and if my father, whose life is 

closely bound up with the boy’s life, 
31 

sees that the boy isn’t there, he 

will die. Your servants will bring the gray head of our father down to 

the grave in sorrow. 
32 

Your servant guaranteed the boy’s safety to my 

father. I said, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, I will bear the blame 

before you, my father, all my life!’ 
33 

“Now then, please let your 

servant remain here as my lord’s slave in place of the boy, and let the 

boy return with his brothers.” 
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Genesis 45  

Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, 

and he cried out, “Have everyone leave my presence!” So there was no 

one with Joseph when he made himself known to his brothers. 
2 
And he 

wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s household 

heard about it. 
3 
Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father 

still living?” But his brothers were not able to answer him, because they 

were terrified at his presence. 
4 
Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come 

close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am your brother 

Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 
5 
And now, do not be distressed 

and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was 

to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. 
6 
For two years now there 

has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will not be 

plowing and reaping. 
7 
But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for 

you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 
8 

“So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father 

to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt. 
9 
Now 

hurry back to my father and say to him, ‘This is what your son Joseph 

says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t 

delay.” 
14 

Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and 

wept, and Benjamin embraced him, weeping. 
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Study Questions:  

Joseph Reveals Himself to his Brothers 
Genesis 42-45 

 

Introduction:  
After Joseph successfully interpreted Pharaoh’s dream which said there 

was going to be a severe famine in the land for seven years, Pharaoh 

made Joseph the second in command of all Egypt to oversee the work 

of storing grain for the famine. When the famine came to Egypt, the 

land of Canaan, where Jacob and his family lived, was also affected. 

Remarkably, even in the middle of a famine, Egypt still had food to 

spare, because under Joseph’s leadership they had stored food in 

advance for the coming tragedy. So it happened that, because of the 

possibility of getting food there, Joseph’s brothers made the journey 

down to Egypt.  Joseph’s life continued to point to the coming Messiah 

because he was sent ahead of the family to Egypt to save their lives.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To realize that although the brothers had sinned by selling 

Joseph into slavery, God had used even that to save many 

lives.  

- To know that no problem is greater than God, even the 

trials can bring Him glory.  

- To see the parallels between the life of Joseph and Jesus. 

Attitude  

- To trust that God can bring unity and restore broken 

relationships.  

- To look at all people, even enemies, through the eyes of 

God and see them as gifts.  

Actions  

- Because we have been forgiven for our many sins, we can 

in turn forgive others their sins.  

- Because we have been reconciled in our relationship with 

God, we can be reconciled to others. 

 

Memory Verses:  
Genesis 50:20 “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good 

to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.” 

Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the 

LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 

hope and a future.” 

2 Timothy 3:12 “Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ 

Jesus will be persecuted.” 
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Scriptures for Further Study: 
Jeremiah 20:11; Matthew 5:10-12; 2 Corinthians 4:8-11 

 

Questions about the Story: 
1. Why did Jacob send ten of his sons to Egypt? (Genesis 42:1-2 

Jacob sent his sons to Egypt because he had heard there was 

food in Egypt. There was no food in Canaan, where Jacob and 

his sons lived, because of the famine in the land.) 

2. Why didn’t Joseph’s brothers recognize him?  (Genesis 42:8 

Joseph’s brothers did not recognize him because Joseph 

looked and spoke like an Egyptian.) 

3. What did Joseph command them before sending them back 

home? (Genesis 42:20 To bring their youngest brother back 

with them as proof that they were telling the truth about who 

they were.) 

4. Did Jacob agree to send Benjamin with the brothers on their 

second journey? What guarantee did Judah give his father? 

(Genesis 43:1-9 Jacob did not agree at first, but after Judah 

promised to keep Benjamin safe, Jacob agreed to send him on 

the second journey with the brothers to purchase grain.) 

5. When Joseph’s brothers were taken to his house, how did 

Benjamin receive special treatment? (Genesis 43:34 He 

received five times more than the other brothers during their 

time of feasting and drinking at Joseph’s house.)  

6. What happened as the brothers began their journey back 

home? (Genesis 43:2; 44:1-17 They were stopped by Joseph’s 

steward and Joseph’s silver cup, which had been put there by 

the servants, was found in Benjamin’s sack. Then the brothers 

returned to Egypt.) 

7. What response did the brothers have toward Benjamin? What 

does this reveal? (Genesis 44:18-33 Judah pleaded that he 

would be taken as the slave instead of Benjamin so that he 

could return to their father safely.) 

8. What was it in Judah’s words that caused Joseph to weep so 

loudly? (Genesis 44:18-33 Joseph saw a real change in his 

brothers.  The same Judah who had the idea of selling Joseph 

as a slave was now volunteering to be a slave in the place of 

Benjamin.) 

9. How did the brothers respond after Joseph told them who he 

was? (Genesis 45:3 They were terrified and could not give any 

reply.) 

10. After telling his brothers who he was, why did Joseph tell his 

brothers not to fear or blame themselves? (Genesis 45:5-7 

Joseph knew that they would expect him to punish them for 

what they had done to him, but Joseph told them that God had 
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sent him there to save lives and to preserve a remnant on earth 

by the Lord’s great deliverance.) 

11. What was God’s purpose in allowing Joseph to be sold as a 

slave in Egypt? (Genesis 45:5-7 Through Joseph Egypt had 

become prepared for the famine and the lives of many had 

been saved, including Jacob and all his family.) 

12. What message did Joseph send to his father? (Genesis 45:9 

Joseph told his father that the Lord had made him lord over all 

of Egypt and that he should come down at once, without 

delay.) 

 

Application Questions: 
1. What effect do trials such as the famine, Joseph’s slavery or 

the hidden cup have in our lives? (Genesis 44:18-33 They 

reveal our heart. They show what is important to us and what 

we are trusting in. They humble us before God.)  

2. What can we learn from Joseph’s response as he was face to 

face with the ones that had sold him? (Genesis 45:3 Joseph 

was the only one who knew that they had sold him as a slave 

and now he had the power to punish them since he was the 

lord of Egypt, instead he tested them, forgave them, gave them 

food and welcomed them to come to Egypt.) 

3. How does Judah standing before Joseph parallel us standing 

before God? (Genesis 44:18-33 We can only beg for mercy, 

because we are guilty without excuse before a Holy God.) 

4. How does Joseph’s response to his brothers point to Jesus and 

his response to us? (Genesis 45:5-8 He forgave them and saw 

that this was God’s plan to save His people.) 

5. How can God use the trials of our lives for His glory? (He can 

show His strength to stand up through the trial. He can use 

them to show his power of deliverance from the trial. He can 

show his justice or holiness in judgment. He can show his 

mercy and grace when the judgment is put on Christ.) 

6. What do we learn about forgiveness from this story?  (We 

learn that it is important to love and forgive those who have 

hurt us. It is possible to forgive, because Jesus first forgave us. 

We can let God be the one who judges right and wrong rather 

than taking our own revenge. We can trust that the Lord is 

able to keep His promises as He did for Joseph.)  

7. Joseph invited his brothers, “Come close to me.” How does 

this remind us of God? (Genesis 45:4 God welcomes us and 

forgives us and invites us to come close to Him. Matthew 

11:28-30) 

8. How can the Lord restore our relationships that have been 

broken? (Genesis 45:4-8 He has restored our relationship with 
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Himself through Christ; which gives us the ability to do the 

same. In His power He is able to take broken pieces and make 

something for His glory. The Holy Spirit is able unite people 

and change hearts. See Romans 8:28.) 

9. What makes it possible to see people from God’s perspective 

rather than our own? (Genesis 45:7-8 When we can see that 

the Lord is in control and that He is greater than our problems, 

we can leave it in His hands.) 

10. Which relationships do we need to be restored again? How 

can we rebuild the broken trust? What steps do you need to 

take to show forgiveness, love and grace? 
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11.   The Call of Moses  
Exodus 3:1-14, 19-20; 4:1-5, 10-17 

 

Exodus 3  
1 
Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the 

priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the desert and 

came to Horeb, the mountain of God.  
2 
There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from 

within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not 

burn up.  
3 
So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the 

bush does not burn up.”  
4 
When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him 

from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.”  
5 
“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the 

place where you are standing is holy ground.”  
6 
Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the 

God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, 

because he was afraid to look at God.  
7 
The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. 

I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am 

concerned about their suffering.  
8 
So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians 

and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a 

land flowing with milk and honey.  
9 
And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the 

way the Egyptians are oppressing them.  
10 

So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the 

Israelites out of Egypt.”  
11 

But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and 

bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”  
12 

And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you 

that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of 

Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”  
13 

Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, 

‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What 

is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”  
14 

God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to 

the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’  
19 

But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless a mighty 

hand compels him.  
20 

So I will stretch out my hand and strike the Egyptians with all the 

wonders that I will perform among them. After that, he will let you go.” 
Exodus 4  
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1 
Moses answered, “What if they do not believe me or listen to me and 

say, ‘The LORD did not appear to you’?”  
2 
Then the LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?” “A staff,” he 

replied.  
3 
The LORD said, “Throw it on the ground.” Moses threw it on the 

ground and it became a snake, and he ran from it.  
4 
Then the LORD said to him, “Reach out your hand and take it by the 

tail.” So Moses reached out and took hold of the snake and it turned 

back into a staff in his hand.  
5 
“This,” said the LORD, “is so that they may believe that the LORD, the 

God of their fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the 

God of Jacob—has appeared to you.”  
10 

Moses said to the LORD, “O Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither 

in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of 

speech and tongue.”  
11 

The LORD said to him, “Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him 

deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the 

LORD?  
12 

Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say.”  
13 

But Moses said, “O Lord, please send someone else to do it.”  
14 

Then the LORD’s anger burned against Moses and he said, “What 

about your brother, Aaron the Levite? I know he can speak well. He is 

already on his way to meet you, and his heart will be glad when he sees 

you.  
15 

You shall speak to him and put words in his mouth; I will help both 

of you speak and will teach you what to do.  
16 

He will speak to the people for you, and it will be as if he were your 

mouth and as if you were God to him.  
17 

But take this staff in your hand so you can perform miraculous signs 

with it.” 



 70 

Study Questions: The Call of Moses 
Exodus 3:1-14, 19-20; 4:1-5, 10-17 

 

Introduction:  
After Joseph's generation passed away, a new king came to the throne 

of Egypt who did not know about Joseph. The descendants of Jacob, 

who had moved to Egypt at the time of the famine, had multiplied and 

were nearly as many as the Egyptians themselves. The new Pharaoh 

saw this growing number of people as a threat and forced the Israelites 

into slavery. After 430 years in slavery, “the Israelites groaned in their 

slavery and cried out, and their cry for help because of their slavery 

went up to God.” (Exodus 2:23) God heard the cry of His people and 

brought them a leader to rescue them from their desperate situation. His 

name was Moses and Moses life also pointed to Jesus who came to 

earth to free us from the slavery of our sin. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To be reminded that God never forgets His promises.  

- To be aware that He hears our cries and sees our need, He 

rescues us from our slavery and He calls us to be a part of 

His work.  

- To know that any success in the work or any ability that 

we have comes from God. 

Attitude  

- To be confident that the Lord is at work even when we 

cannot see what He is doing.  

- To be encouraged because the Lord is the answer to our 

doubts regarding ourselves and or our situations. He alone 

qualifies us to serve.  

Actions  

- To marvel at His Work.  

- To remember His promises.  

- To listen to His call and respond without argument, gripe, 

or complaint.  

 

Memory Verses:  
1 Timothy 4:12 “Don't let anyone look down on you because you are 

young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in 

faith and in purity.” 

2 Timothy 1:7 “For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit 

of power, of love and of self-discipline.” 
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Scriptures for Further Study:    
Psalm 18:28-31; 23:1-6; Isaiah 41:10; Matthew 6:25-32; Luke 12:22-

29; Acts 4:13; Philippians 4:6-7; Hebrews 11:23-29  

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. What was Moses doing in the land of Midian? (Exodus 3:1 

Moses was tending the flocks of his father-in-law Jethro.) 

2. What did Moses see while he was near Horeb, the mountain of 

God? (Exodus 3:2 The angel of the LORD appeared to him in 

flames of fire in a bush.) 

3. What made Moses decide to investigate the fire? (Exodus 3:2-

3 A bush was burning, but it did not burn up.) 

4. Who called to Moses from within the bush? (Exodus 3:4 God 

called to him.) 

5. What did the Lord say to Moses as he came near the bush? 

(Exodus 3:5 Do not come any closer, take off your sandals, for 

the place where you are standing is holy ground.) 

6. How did the Lord identify Himself? (Exodus 3:6 The Lord 

said that He was the God of Moses’ ancestors: Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob.) 

7. What did Moses do when he learned who was talking to him 

from the bush? Why? (Exodus 3:6 Moses hid his face, because 

he was afraid to look at God.) 

8. What did the Lord promise to do as a result of hearing the 

cries of His people in slavery? (Exodus 3:7-8 The Lord 

promised to rescue them from the Egyptians and bring them to 

a good land that would be their very own.) 

9. What did God say about the cries of the people of Israel? 

(Exodus 3:7-9 God said that the cries of the people had 

reached Him and He had heard their misery.) 

10. In response to the people’s cries, what was God commanding 

Moses to do? (Exodus 3:10 Go to Pharaoh to lead the people 

out of Egypt.) 

11. What was Moses’ first objection to going to Egypt? (Exodus 

3:11 “Who am I to go before Pharaoh?”)  

12. What was God’s answer to Moses’ objection? (Exodus 3:12 “I 

will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I 

who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of 

Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”) 

13. What did God give Moses as His name to proclaim to the 

people? (Exodus 3:14 I am who I am.) 

14. What did God promise to do about the problems with the 

Egyptians? (Exodus 3:19-20 God promised to stretch out His 

hand and strike the Egyptians with wonders that would 

convince them to let the people go.) 
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15. What sign did God give to Moses to convince the people that 

God had appeared to him? (Exodus 4:3-4 He threw his staff 

down and it became a snake, then picked it up by the tail and it 

became a staff again. In verses 6-7, God gave Moses a second 

sign. Moses put his hand into his cloak and it became leprous. 

When he put it into his cloak a second time, it was healthy 

again.) 

16. What excuse did Moses give for being unable to do what God 

was asking him? (Exodus 4:10 He was not able to speak well.) 

17. How did God reply to Moses’ whining? (Exodus 4:11-12 I am 

the maker of all mouths, ears and eyes, and I will help you 

speak and teach you what to say. 1 Corinthians 1:27) 

18. What was Moses’ final request to the Lord in attempt to 

escape this responsibility? (Exodus 4:13 Moses asked the 

Lord, “Please send someone else.”)  

19. What was the Lord’s response to Moses’ lack of faith and 

obedience? (Exodus 4:14 The Lord’s anger burned against 

Moses.) 

20. Did God still show His grace to Moses? (Exodus 4:14-16 Yes, 

God sent Aaron to go with Moses and speak for him.) 

 

Application Questions: 
1. What Moses teach us about who God is able to use to 

proclaim His message and do His work? (God is able to the 

use the simplest of men and those who feel the most 

inadequate or weak to do His work. See also 1 Corinthians 

1:27-29.) 

2. What should be our natural response as we draw near to the 

presence of God Almighty? (Exodus 3:6 We should have an 

attitude of extreme reverence and submission, realizing that 

we are in the presence of the Holy God Almighty.) 

3. Is God concerned when people are suffering? (Exodus 3:7-9 

Yes, He hears the cries of His people and replies with action.) 

4. What was God’s immediate and His ultimate plan to rescue 

his people from their slavery? (Exodus 3:10 God’s immediate 

plan was to send Moses to deliver them from the Egyptians 

and lead them to a new land. His ultimate plan was to rescue 

us from sin through Jesus and take us to heaven.) 

5. What causes us to ask the question that Moses asked, “Who 

am I?” Why do have doubts about ourselves or God? (Exodus 

3:11 Sometimes we ask this because we feel inadequate for a 

job, and we focus on ourselves or our past failures instead of 

focusing on God’s ability. Sometimes we don’t consider how 

great the Lord is.) 
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6. What is the result of rejecting God’s call by having “someone 

else do it” or repeatedly telling Him no? (Exodus 4:13 We will 

miss the opportunity to be part of God’s plan. We will be in 

rebellion of His will and we will not experience the greatness 

of walking with the Lord. Psalm 18:28-35; Isaiah 41:10) 

7. What difference does God’s name make for us?  (Exodus 3:14 

It means that God has always been; He was never created. He 

was in the past, is now, and will always be in the future. It 

means that His presence is always with us. See Revelation 1:4, 

8)  

8. What was the meaning of the question that God asked Moses, 

“Who gave man his mouth?” (Exodus 4:11 God was saying 

that he created Moses’ mouth and could enable the mouth he 

created to say what He wanted. All of our abilities come from 

Him. See also Psalm 20:7) 

9. Why did God’s anger burn against Moses? (Exodus 4:14 God 

became angry because Moses kept refusing to trust God, even 

though God promised to be with him and give him the words 

to say.)  

10. What do we learn about God from this story? (He cares about 

people in their suffering. He uses simple men to carry out His 

great tasks. He keeps His promises) 
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12. Exodus from Egypt  
Exodus 5; 7-12 

 

Exodus 5 
 

1 
Afterward Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, “This is what 

the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Let my people go, so that they may 

hold a festival to me in the desert.’” 
2 
Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, 

that I should obey him and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD and I 

will not let Israel go.” 

 

Exodus 7  
10 

So Aaron threw his staff down in front of Pharaoh and his officials, 

and it became a snake. 
11 

Pharaoh then summoned wise men and 

sorcerers, and the Egyptian magicians also did the same things by their 

secret arts: 
12 

Each one threw down his staff and it became a snake. But 

Aaron’s staff swallowed up their staffs. 
13 

Yet Pharaoh’s heart became 

hard and he would not listen to them, just as the LORD had said.  
14 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is unyielding; he 

refuses to let the people go. 
15 

Go to Pharaoh in the morning as he goes 

out to the water. Wait on the bank of the Nile to meet him, and take in 

your hand the staff that was changed into a snake. 
20 

Moses and Aaron 

did just as the LORD had commanded. He raised his staff in the 

presence of Pharaoh and his officials and struck the water of the Nile, 

and all the water was changed into blood. 
21 

The fish in the Nile died, 

and the river smelled so bad that the Egyptians could not drink its 

water. 
22 

But the Egyptian magicians did the same things by their secret 

arts, and Pharaoh’s heart became hard; he would not listen to Moses 

and Aaron, just as the LORD had said.  

 

Exodus 8 
  

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘This is 

what the LORD says: Let my people go, so that they may worship me.             
2 
If you refuse to let them go, I will plague your whole country with 

frogs.” 
6 
So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and 

the frogs came up and covered the land. 
7 
But the magicians did the 

same things by their secret arts; they also made frogs come up on the 

land of Egypt. 
8 
Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Pray 

to the LORD to take the frogs away from me and my people, and I will 

let your people go to offer sacrifices to the LORD.” 
12 

After Moses and 

Aaron left Pharaoh, Moses cried out to the LORD about the frogs he had 

brought on Pharaoh. 
13 

And the LORD did what Moses asked. The frogs 

died in the houses, in the courtyards and in the fields. 
14 

They were 

piled into heaps, and the land reeked of them. 
15 

But when Pharaoh saw 

that there was relief, he hardened his heart and would not listen to 

Moses and Aaron, just as the LORD had said.  
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16 
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron, ‘Stretch out your staff 

and strike the dust of the ground,’ and throughout the land of Egypt the 

dust will become gnats.” 
17 

They did this, and when Aaron stretched out 

his hand with the staff and struck the dust of the ground, gnats came 

upon men and animals. All the dust throughout the land of Egypt 

became gnats. 
18 

But when the magicians tried to produce gnats by their 

secret arts, they could not. 
19 

The magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is 

the finger of God.” But Pharaoh’s heart was hard and he would not 

listen, just as the LORD had said.  

Next the Lord sent a plague of flies upon Egypt and a plague that killed 

their livestock.  Painful boils came on all the people and God sent a 

terrible hail storm that destroyed their fields.  Next a plague of locusts 

ate every green thing in Egypt.  After the locusts, darkness fell over 

Egypt for three days.  With each of these plagues Pharaoh promised 

Moses that the people could go, but when each plague was ended, 

Pharaoh changed his mind and refused to let them go. 

 

Exodus 11 
1
Now the LORD had said to Moses, “I will bring one more plague on 

Pharaoh and on Egypt. After that, he will let you go from here, and 

when he does, he will drive you out completely.” 
4 
So Moses said, 

“This is what the LORD says: ‘About midnight I will go throughout 

Egypt. 
5 
Every firstborn son in Egypt will die, from the firstborn son of 

Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, to the firstborn son of the slave girl, 

who is at her hand mill, and all the firstborn of the cattle as well.  
6 
There will be loud wailing throughout Egypt—worse than there has 

ever been or ever will be again. 
7 
But among the Israelites not a dog 

will bark at any man or animal.’ Then you will know that the LORD 

makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel. 
8 
All these officials of 

yours will come to me, bowing down before me and saying, ‘Go, you 

and all the people who follow you!’ After that I will leave.” Then 

Moses, hot with anger, left Pharaoh. 

 

Exodus 12 

 
21 

Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go 

at once and select the animals for your families and slaughter the 

Passover lamb. 
22 

Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in the 

basin and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the 

doorframe. Not one of you shall go out the door of his house until 

morning. 
23 

When the LORD goes through the land to strike down the 

Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe 

and will pass over that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to 

enter your houses and strike you down.” 
29 

At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from 

the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the 
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prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock 

as well. 
30 

Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up 

during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not 

a house without someone dead. 
31 

During the night Pharaoh summoned 

Moses and Aaron and said, “Up! Leave my people, you and the 

Israelites! Go, worship the LORD as you have requested. 
32 

Take your 

flocks and herds, as you have said, and go. And also bless me.” 
33 

The 

Egyptians urged the people to hurry and leave the country. “For 

otherwise,” they said, “we will all die!” 
34 

So the people took their 

dough before the yeast was added, and carried it on their shoulders in 

kneading troughs wrapped in clothing. 
35 

The Israelites did as Moses 

instructed and asked the Egyptians for articles of silver and gold and 

for clothing. 
36 

The LORD had made the Egyptians favorably disposed 

toward the people, and they gave them what they asked for; so they 

plundered the Egyptians. 
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Study Questions: Exodus from Egypt 
Exodus 5; 7-12 

 

Introduction:  
430 years had passed since Jacob had gone to Egypt with his whole 

family to live near Joseph (Exodus 12:40-41).  The Egyptians had 

forced them into slavery, causing them much suffering. The people 

cried out to the Lord because of their suffering and He sent Moses to 

deliver them from Pharaoh and the Egyptians. However, Pharaoh had 

come to enjoy the privilege of having slaves to do his hard labor and he 

refused to let the people of God leave. God showed His faithfulness by 

rescuing His people from their slavery to the ungodly Egyptians and He 

did it by pointing to Jesus through the Passover lamb. As the Passover 

Lamb protected the Israelites from the plague of death, so also Jesus is 

our Passover Lamb who saves us from the plague of death of sin. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To understand that God is all powerful and nothing can 

stand against Him.  

- To realize that God keeps his promises of judgment and 

of deliverance.  

- To grasp that He, through Jesus, provides the blood that 

covers our lives.  

Attitude  

- To have a hard heart toward God brings extreme 

punishment and pain, sometimes in the present but always 

in the future.  

- To repent of the hard heart that opposes God. 

-  To trust in the Passover Lamb for salvation and that God 

will provide a way of escape from trials and temptations. 

Actions  

- To humble ourselves before the will of God.   

- To be patient in difficulties, waiting to see what the Lord 

will do.   

- To obey the Lord in whatever He asks us to do. 

 

Memory Verse:  
Romans 8:28 “And we know that in all things God works for the good 

of those who love him, who have been called according to his 

purpose.” 
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Scriptures for Further Study: 
Psalm 22:4-5; Jeremiah 18:1-10; John 1:29; Romans 9:14-21;               

2 Corinthians 5:14-15, 17-19; Ephesians 1:7; 1 Peter 1:18-19; 

Revelation 1:5-6 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. What did Pharaoh say after Moses and Aaron told him to let 

the people leave Egypt? (Exodus 5:2 “Who is the LORD, that I 

should obey Him and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD 

and I will not let Israel go.”)  

2. What happened after Aaron threw his staff on the ground and 

it became a snake? (Exodus 7:11-12 The palace magicians did 

the same thing. They threw their staffs on the ground and they 

became snakes, like Aaron’s did. However, Aaron’s snake 

devoured those of the magicians.) 

3. Did the snake incident cause Pharaoh to let the people go? 

(Exodus 7:13 No, Pharaoh’s heart became hard and he would 

not listen to them.) 

4. What were the first two plagues that God brought upon the 

land of Egypt? (Exodus 7-8 The Lord caused the water of 

Egypt to turn to blood and then He sent frogs to cover the 

land.) 

5. Were Pharaoh’s magicians able to copy Moses and Aaron by 

making blood and frogs by their secret arts? (Exodus 7-8 Yes.)  

6. How did this impact Pharaoh? (Exodus 7:22; 8:15 Seeing his 

magicians do the same signs made him not respect God, 

because his “gods” also had the same power, and so his heart 

was hardened.) 

7. How did Pharaoh’s magicians respond to the third plague of 

gnats? (Exodus 8:16-19 They were unable to copy the creation 

of gnats and confessed to Pharaoh that this was the finger of 

God at work.) 

8. What were the next six plagues that came on Egypt? (Exodus 

8-11 Flies, an illness that killed their farm animals (their 

horses, donkeys, camels, cattle, sheep and goats), boils that 

formed on all the people, hail, locusts, and darkness.) 

9. How did Pharaoh respond after each of these plagues? 

(Exodus 8-11 Each time his heart was hardened and he refused 

to let God’s people go.) 

10. What was the last plague on Egypt, after which Pharaoh let the 

people go? (Exodus 11 The killing of the firstborn sons.) 

11. What were the Israelites commanded to do so that the angel of 

death would not enter their homes to kill their firstborn sons? 

(Exodus 12:1-11, 21-23 They were commanded to sacrifice a 
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year-old lamb without blemish and cover their door posts with 

its blood so that the destroyer would pass over their homes.) 

12. What was Pharaoh’s response to this final plague of God upon 

the firstborn sons of the land? (Exodus 12:31-33 He called 

Moses and Aaron immediately and commanded them to 

leave.) 

 

Application Questions: 

1. Why did God punish the Egyptians so severely? (There are 

several reasons. First, He was defending His people who had 

suffered as slaves under Pharaoh and who had cried out to 

Him for deliverance. Second, God wanted to show Pharaoh 

His mighty power and that He is greater than all the false gods 

of Egypt. He wanted the Egyptians to fear Him. (See Exodus 

9:30.) Third, God wanted the Egyptian people to know that He 

is the only God. The people of Egypt did not understand this 

message, so God brought it to them in a forceful way.) 

2. How do we experience the judgment of God when we resist 

him? (We can experience the pain of doing things that have 

bad consequences. Our hearts can become hard and 

unresponsive to God’s Word. Thankfully God sends us these 

warnings before we face the future judgment.  

3. What do we learn about the power of God over other “gods?”  

(The magicians were able to do some miracles by their secret 

arts, but their power was not as great as God’s and they were 

not able to copy many of the plagues. We see the weakness of 

their power when the snake that came from Aaron's staff ate 

up the magicians' snakes. Even the magicians recognized that 

this showed that God's power was greater than their gods. 

Also, the fact that the plagues happened to the Egyptians but 

did not affect God's people shows that God knows who calls 

out to Him. God is able to do all things because He is the 

creator of all things.) 

4. What response causes us to go back and forth having a hard 

heart? (Exodus 8:8, 15 Our heart can become hard or proud 

when we see things done in our own strength, in our own way 

or when we want to be in control.) 
5. When do we harden our heart and when does God harden our 

heart? (Exodus 8:15; 10:2 We harden our heart when we know 

God’s will and do not do it. He hardens our heart to show us 

the consequences of our sin.)  
6. How is the life of an unbeliever similar to slavery? (The slave 

is controlled by its master as the Israelites where controlled by 

Pharaoh. The master of the unbeliever, like Pharaoh, is subject 
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to the control of sin, unbelief and self. The believer is set free 

from those controls and the Spirit of God takes over.)  

7. How does the Passover lamb of Exodus 12:21 represent the 

salvation that comes through Jesus? How is Jesus like our 

Passover Lamb? (1 Corinthians 5:7; Ephesians 1:7 Jesus was 

offered as a sacrifice so that we could live, just as the Passover 

lamb was killed so that the firstborns of the believing 

households could live. The Israelites were to choose a lamb 

without blemish, just like Jesus is the pure and spotless Lamb 

of God who takes our sin. I Peter 1:18-19, Revelation 1:5-6) 

8. God delivered His people from the cruel oppression of the 

Egyptians.  In what way has God delivered us from the cruel 

oppression in our lives as believers? (Jesus has set us free 

from the control of our sin in our life. We no longer have to 

obey our sinful nature as slaves, see Galatians 5:1, and are 

able to fight off the devil and his temptations with the Lord’s 

power.) 
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13.   Red Sea Deliverance  
Exodus 14-15 

 

Exodus 14  
5 
When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh 

and his officials changed their minds about them and said, “What have 

we done? We have let the Israelites go and have lost their services!” 

 
6 
So he had his chariot made ready and took his army with him. 

7 
He 

took six hundred of the best chariots, along with all the other chariots 

of Egypt, with officers over all of them. 
8 
The LORD hardened the heart 

of Pharaoh king of Egypt, so that he pursued the Israelites, who were 

marching out boldly.  
 

10 
As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the 

Egyptians, marching after them. They were terrified and cried out to the 

LORD. 
11 

They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in 

Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? 
12 

Didn’t we say to you 

in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have 

been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!”  
 

13 
Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you 

will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The Egyptians 

you see today you will never see again. 
14 

The LORD will fight for you; 

you need only to be still.”  

 
15 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell 

the Israelites to move on. 
16 

Raise your staff and stretch out your hand 

over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go through the 

sea on dry ground. 
18 

The Egyptians will know that I am the LORD 

when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen.”  

 
19 

Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s 

army, withdrew and went behind them. The pillar of cloud also moved 

from in front and stood behind them, 
20 

coming between the armies of 

Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to 

the one side and light to the other side; so neither went near the other 

all night long.  

 
21 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the 

LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry 

land. The waters were divided, 
22 

and the Israelites went through the sea 

on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left.  

 
23 

The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots 

and horsemen followed them into the sea. 
24 

During the last watch of 
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the night the LORD looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the 

Egyptian army and threw it into confusion. 
25 

He made the wheels of 

their chariots come off so that they had difficulty driving. And the 

Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites! The LORD is 

fighting for them against Egypt.”  

 
26 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so 

that the waters may flow back over the Egyptians and their chariots and 

horsemen.” 
27 

Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at 

daybreak the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians were fleeing 

toward it, and the LORD swept them into the sea. 
28 

The water flowed 

back and covered the chariots and horsemen—the entire army of 

Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them 

survived.  

 
29 

But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of 

water on their right and on their left. 
30 

That day the LORD saved Israel 

from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying 

dead on the shore. 
31 

And when the Israelites saw the great power the 

LORD displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD and 

put their trust in him and in Moses his servant. 

 

Exodus 15  
1 
Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD: “I will sing 

to the LORD, for he is highly exalted. The horse and its rider he has 

hurled into the sea.  
2 
The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. 

He is my God, and I will praise him, my father’s God, and I will exalt 

him.  
3 
The LORD is a warrior; the LORD is his name.  

4 
Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he has hurled into the sea. The best of 

Pharaoh’s officers are drowned in the Red Sea.” 



 83 

Study Questions: The Red Sea Deliverance 
Exodus 14-15 

 

Introduction:  
After losing the slaves that had been subject to the land of Egypt for 

430 years, Pharaoh decided that he had made a mistake. He had just 

allowed the departure of all of his workers who provided Egypt’s hard 

labor. Now Egyptians were going to have to start replacing the jobs that 

the Israelites were doing, which simply wasn’t permissible. Therefore, 

Pharaoh, now enraged at the thought of such a great loss, decided to 

pursue the Israelites with full force until all of them were once again 

brought under his control. The same Lord that provided the means to 

Passover His people in the plague, would now protect His people and 

deliver them.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To understand that God is all powerful and can rescue his 

people from impossible situations.  

- To remember that He protects His people and fights for 

them, He is our salvation. 

Attitude  

- To fear man leads nowhere.  

- To trust in God means standing firm, being still and going 

through the sea with a wall of water on the right and on 

the left.  

- To have confidence in the Lord as the all-powerful one.  

Actions  

- To follow the Lord even when he leads you to the end of 

that which is humanly possible.  

- To praise the Lord for His greatness and His salvation.  

 

Memory Verses:  

Psalm 118:6-8 “The LORD is with me; I will not be afraid. What can 

man do to me? The LORD is with me; he is my helper. I will look in 

triumph on my enemies. It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to 

trust in man.”  
Isaiah 43:2 “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and 

when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. When 

you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will not 

set you ablaze.” 

 

 

Scriptures for Further Study: 
Ezra 8:31; Psalm 91; 118; Proverbs 3:5-6; Isaiah 43:1-4 
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Questions about the Story:    
1. What caused Pharaoh and his officials to change their minds 

and pursue the Israelites? (Exodus 14:5 Pharaoh and his 

officials realized that they had lost the services of the Israelites 

as their slaves.) 

2. Who did Pharaoh take with him in his pursuit of the Israelites? 

(Exodus 14:6-7 Pharaoh took his army with him which 

included six hundred of the best chariots, along with all the 

other chariots in the land of Egypt.) 

3. What did the Israelites do when the saw the Egyptians chasing 

after them with chariots? Why? (Exodus 14:10-12 As the 

Israelites saw the Egyptians approaching; they were terrified 

and cried out to the Lord. They also began to complain to 

Moses that their death is imminent in the wilderness with the 

chariots upon them.) 

4. How did Moses answer the frightened crowd of Israelites? 

(Exodus 14:13-14 Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will 

see the deliverance the Lord will bring for you today. The 

Egyptians that you see, you will never see again. The Lord 

will fight for you; you need only to be still.) 

5. What did God tell Moses to do? (Exodus 14:15 To tell the 

people to move on and to raise his staff and stretch out his 

hand over the sea to divide the water for the people to cross 

over on dry ground.) 

6. How did God keep the army of Egypt from coming near the 

Israelites during the night? (Exodus 14:19-20 The angel of 

God went behind the Israelite army and the pillar of cloud also 

moved behind the people to protect them by coming between 

the Egyptians and the Israelites.)  

7. How did the Israelites cross over the sea?  (Exodus 14:21-22 

The Lord God drove the sea back with a strong east wind and 

divided the waters so that there was dry ground to walk on. 

The Israelites walked across, with a wall of water on each side 

of them and dry ground beneath their feet.) 

8. How did the Lord protect the Israelites and fight against the 

Egyptians? (Exodus 14:24-25 When the Egyptians followed 

the Israelites into the path through the sea, the Lord threw 

them into a state of confusion. He caused the wheels to come 

off their chariots so that they had difficulty driving.) 

9. What did the Egyptians say when they realized that God was 

fighting against them? (Exodus 14:25 Let’s get away from the 

Israelites; the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.) 

10. How did the Egyptians die? (Exodus 14:26-28 God told Moses 

to stretch his hand out toward the sea again, and God made the 

water flow back to its normal position. It covered the army of 
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Egypt, and the Lord swept them into the sea so that not one of 

them survived.) 

11. How did the Israelites respond to this mighty deliverance? 

(Exodus 14:31 & 15:1-3 The Israelites responded in fear when 

they saw the power of the Lord and they put their trust in Him 

and in Moses His servant. They also sang a song of praise to 

God.)  

12. What was the song about? (Exodus 15:1-3 It was a song of 

praise to the Lord, telling how the Egyptians had chased after 

them, and how God had rescued them at the Red Sea. It told of 

how mighty God is, and that there is no other god like Him.) 

 

Application Questions: 
1. How does the Lord fight battles for us? (Exodus 14:14 He can 

use a cloud of fire and a pillar of smoke. He can use the forces 

of nature like dividing the sea. He can use individual people or 

leaders like Moses and He can use people who walk by faith 

into the sea. He can use the Angel of the Lord to lead us and 

protect us.) 

2. When do we rely on our own understanding or strength verses 

when do we trust in the Lord? (We are like the armies of 

Egypt when we rely on our own strength and power. We are 

like the people of Israel when we trust the Lord God and His 

strength.) 

3. Do we fear like the Israelites when problems come? (Exodus 

14:10-13 It is easy to fear when we face large problems. The 

Egyptian army was very large and strong, with all its chariots, 

horses and soldiers. It is important to remember how much 

larger the Lord is than the problems that we face. Psalm 

118:6-8) 

4. Do we forget how the Lord has led us and how He has saved 

us? (Exodus 14:11-12 It seems we forget quickly, because we 

like the Israelites start complaining saying it would have been 

better if we were back like before.) 

5. In what ways do we find ourselves as Christians forgetting the 

powerful miracles that God has done in our lives? 

6. Describe how we could have faith like Moses in this story. 

(Exodus 14:13 Moses had faith in the Lord. The Lord had 

called Moses, done miracles, brought the Israelites out and 

would continue to be faithful to His promises. He believed that 

God would do everything He said He would do.) 

7. There are many like the Egyptians who do not know the Lord. 

How can they know Him? (Exodus 14:18 They can see the 

power of God displayed all around them. They can experience 
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His power when they truly follow Him. They can learn from 

the history that is recorded for us.) 

8. “Not one of them survived” Exodus 14:28. Why does the Lord 

deal harshly with us sometimes? (The Lord God wants all 

nations to know that He is God Almighty and that He alone is 

God. He rescues those who cry out to Him from their slavery. 

He brings judgment on those who stubbornly harden their 

hearts against Him.) 

9. The Israelites put their trust in the Lord after seeing how He 

saved them from the Egyptian army. Have you also seen God 

do things in your life that caused you to put your faith in Him? 

10. Why is God worthy of our praise? (Exodus 15:1-3 It is right to 

praise the Lord and to give Him glory for His great deeds, 

thanking Him for His protection, and praising Him for His 

salvation.) 

11. How does this story teach us that God is a warrior, Exodus 

15:3? (God defeated the 600 best chariots of Egypt and their 

whole army by His own power, with no help. The Israelites 

needed only to be still and watch.) 

12. Since we can see that God was able to protect the people of 

Israel, do you think He is able to protect you? 
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14. The Ten Commandments/Golden Calf  
Exodus 24, 32 

 

Exodus 24  
12 

The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay 

here, and I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and 

commands I have written for their instruction.” 
15 

When Moses went up 

on the mountain, the cloud covered it, 
16 

and the glory of the LORD 

settled on Mount Sinai. 
17 

To the Israelites the glory of the LORD looked 

like a consuming fire on top of the mountain. 
18 

Then Moses entered the 

cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he stayed on the mountain 

forty days and forty nights. 

 

Exodus 32  
1 
When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from 

the mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, make us 

gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us 

up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.” 
2 
Aaron 

answered them, “Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your sons 

and your daughters are wearing, and bring them to me.” 
3 
So all the 

people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron. 
4 
He took 

what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a 

calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, “These are your gods, O 

Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.” 
5 
When Aaron saw this, he 

built an altar in front of the calf and announced, “Tomorrow there will 

be a festival to the LORD.” 
6 
So the next day the people rose early and 

sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship offerings. 

Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in 

revelry.  

 
7 
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom 

you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. 
8 
They have been 

quick to turn away from what I commanded them and have made 

themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down 

to it and sacrificed to it and have said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, 

who brought you up out of Egypt.’ 
9 

“I have seen these people,” the 

LORD said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked people. 
10 

Now leave 

me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may 

destroy them. Then I will make you into a great nation.”  

 
11 

But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God. “O LORD,” he said, 

“why should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought 

out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? 
12 

Why should the 

Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill 

them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth’? Turn 
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from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people. 
13 

Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you 

swore by your own self: ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as 

the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I 

promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.’” 
14 

Then the 

LORD relented and did not bring on his people the disaster he had 

threatened.  

 
15 

Moses turned and went down the mountain with the two tablets of the 

Testimony in his hands. They were inscribed on both sides, front and 

back. 
16 

The tablets were the work of God; the writing was the writing 

of God, engraved on the tablets. 
19 

When Moses approached the camp 

and saw the calf and the dancing, his anger burned and he threw the 

tablets out of his hands, breaking them to pieces at the foot of the 

mountain. 
20 

And he took the calf they had made and burned it in the 

fire; then he ground it to powder, scattered it on the water and made the 

Israelites drink it. 
21 

He said to Aaron, “What did these people do to 

you, that you led them into such great sin?”  

 
22 

“Do not be angry, my lord,” Aaron answered. “You know how prone 

these people are to evil. 
23 

They said to me, ‘Make us gods who will go 

before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we 

don’t know what has happened to him.’ 
24 

So I told them, ‘Whoever has 

any gold jewelry, take it off.’ Then they gave me the gold, and I threw 

it into the fire, and out came this calf!” 

 
25 

Moses saw that the people were running wild and that Aaron had let 

them get out of control and so become a laughingstock to their enemies. 
26 

So he stood at the entrance to the camp and said, “Whoever is for the 

LORD, come to me.” And all the Levites rallied to him. 
27 

Then he said 

to them, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Each man 

strap a sword to his side. Go back and forth through the camp from one 

end to the other, each killing his brother and friend and neighbor.’”             
28 

The Levites did as Moses commanded, and that day about three 

thousand of the people died.  

 
30 

The next day Moses said to the people, “You have committed a great 

sin. But now I will go up to the LORD; perhaps I can make atonement 

for your sin.” 
31 

So Moses went back to the LORD and said, “Oh, what a 

great sin these people have committed! They have made themselves 

gods of gold. 
32 

But now, please forgive their sin—but if not, then blot 

me out of the book you have written.” 
33 

The LORD replied to Moses, 

“Whoever has sinned against me I will blot out of my book.                       
34 

However, when the time comes for me to punish, I will punish them 

for their sin.” 
35 

And the LORD struck the people with a plague because 

of what they did with the calf Aaron had made. 



 89 

Study Questions:  

The Ten Commandments /Golden Calf 
Exodus 24, 32 

 

Introduction: 
After helping the Israelites cross the Red Sea and escape from the 

Egyptian army, the Lord continued to lead them daily through the 

wilderness by a huge pillar of cloud during the day that became a pillar 

of fire at night. It was very clear to the Israelite people and to every 

nation around them that the Lord God was with His people. When they 

reached Mount Sinai, where Moses had seen the burning bush, Moses 

went up the mountain to be with God, and he was gone 40 days. During 

that time, the Lord gave Moses His commands for the Israelite people. 

But the people became restless waiting for Moses to return and they 

had to taken worship into their own hands and create their own god. 

Moses goes up on the mountain to make atonement for their sins and 

pleads for their lives. On the cross, Jesus prayed, “Father forgive them, 

for they don’t know what they are doing.” 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To acknowledge that there is one God and He is Holy.  

- To understand that He is jealous for His people and will 

not let them go.  

- To realize that we are prone to sin, we quickly turn from 

God and worship things made by man.  

- To know that God gave us His law to show us our sin, 

point us to Jesus and show us how to live.  

Attitude  

- To repent of letting our freedoms become an open door to 

pursue man-made gods and pleasure.  

- To have a passion for the Lord’s righteousness and a 

desire to pursue justice. 

Actions  

- To be a servant leader who carries God’s Word to the 

people, pleads for them and when they have sinned and 

brings justice where it is needed. 

 

Memory Verse:   

Exodus 20:2-3
 
“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of 

Egypt, out of the land of slavery. You shall have no other gods before 

me.” 
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Scriptures for Further Study:   

Exodus 20:2-6; 34:14; Psalm 106:19-23; Isaiah 44:13-19; Jeremiah 

10:1-6; 1 Corinthians 10:1-11; James 4:4; 1 John 2:15-17 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. Why did the Lord call Moses to come up on the mountain? 

(Exodus 24:12 The Lord called for Moses in order to give him 

the laws and commands for the instruction of the people.) 

2. Who wrote down and issued these commands? (Exodus 24:12 

God Himself. See also Exodus 31:18; 32:16) 

3. What did the Israelites see on top of Mount Sinai as the Lord’s 

presence made itself evident? (Exodus 24:15-17 A cloud 

covered the mountain and the glory of the Lord looked like a 

consuming fire.) 

4. How long was Moses on the mountain with the Lord? (Exodus 

24:18 Forty days and nights.) 

5. What did the people say to Aaron when they saw that Moses 

was delaying to come down? (Exodus 32:1 ‘Come, make us 

gods who will go before us.’) 

6. What did Aaron do for the people at their request? (Exodus 

32:3-4 He made them an idol in the form of a calf from the 

gold earrings that were worn by the people.) 

7. How did the people view the calf? (Exodus 32:4 They 

worshipped it as the god who had rescued them from Egypt.) 

8. What did Aaron attribute to the calf after the worshipful 

response of the people? (Exodus 32:5 He built an altar in front 

of the calf for sacrifices and called the calf by the most sacred 

name of the Lord, ‘Yahweh.’) 

9. What response did God have to the worship of the calf? 

(Exodus 32:7-10 The idol worship of the people made God 

extremely angry to the point of wanting to destroy them and 

start over with Moses as the head of His chosen people, as the 

people had so quickly turned away from the Lord.) 

10. How does Moses respond when God tells him that the 

Israelites are his people? (Exodus 32:11 Moses says to God 

that they are His people and describes them as the patriarchs 

of the promise.) 

11. What did Moses say to God that caused Him to relent from the 

punishment he was going to bring on the people? (Exodus 

32:11-13 Moses called to God and urged Him to remember 

His servants Abraham, Isaac, and Israel (Jacob) who God had 

made a covenant promise to and to not wipe out the people for 

the sake of the name of the Lord.) 

12. What did Moses do when he saw the people and the calf they 

had made? (Exodus 32:19-20 Moses was so angered that he 
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threw down and broke the tablets of God and took the calf and 

burned it in the fire. He then made the people drink water 

mixed with powder that had been ground up from the idol.) 

13. Who is the one accredited for leading to the people into such a 

great sin? (Exodus 32:21 Aaron.) 

14. What answer did Aaron give for why he had made the calf? 

(Exodus 32:22-24 Aaron tries to push the blame to the people 

by saying how they are so prone to evil and pushed it on him 

to build for them an idol. Aaron says that he threw the gold 

they handed him into the fire and out came the calf, as if he 

had no influence at all.) 

15. How were the people acting during this time? (Exodus 32:25 

The people were running wild and out of control, so they had 

become a laughingstock to their enemies.) 

16. How did 3,000 of the people die that day? (Exodus 32:25-28 

Moses called for those who were for the Lord to come to him, 

and he told them each one of them should take a sword and go 

through the camp killing the sinful people.) 

17. What did Moses attempt to do for the people after the great 

purge of the people and destruction of their idol? (Exodus 

32:30 He attempted to make atonement for the sin of the 

people by going back to the Lord.) 

18. How did God answer Moses when he requested God to 

forgive the people or else blot his name out of God’s book? 

(Exodus 32:33-34 God responds by saying that whoever sins 

against Him will be blotted out of His book and that when the 

time comes for punishment, He will punish sin. Therefore, the 

Lord struck the people with a plague because of their sin.) 

 

Application Questions: 
1. Why did God give us the 10 commandments? (Exodus 24:12 

He gave us the commandments to teach us who He is and who 

we are. First, the commandments show us the Lord’s holiness 

and our sinfulness. Second, when we see our failure to keep 

the commandments, we see our need of someone who will 

“make atonement” for our sins. Third, the commandments can 

teach us how to live a godly life.) 

2. In what ways do we create and worship idols we have made 

and stir up the Lord’s anger? (Exodus 32:10 Anytime we 

worship or adore something that is not God and give it a 

priority before God we are committing idolatry.) 

3. What are some of the ways in which we completely disobey 

the ways of God and instead choose to live our own way? 

4. What does it mean when God says that He is a jealous God? 

(Exodus 20:5 It means that He wants His children to love and 
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worship Him alone. This is not wrong, because God alone is 

worthy of the worship of his created people.) 

5. The people were slaves in Egypt and now they were free, yet 

they made themselves slaves to a man-made god. What things 

do we make ourselves slaves to? (Exodus 32:7-9 The slavery 

of work like in Egypt. The slavery of man-made gods like the 

calf. The slavery of pleasure which is like the wildness of their 

party. The slavery to other peoples demands like Aaron.) 

6. How are we like Aaron in this story?  (He was a very weak 

leader and he feared to tell the people what was right. While 

personally living in sin, he allowed the people to get out of 

control and behave disrespectfully toward the Lord and what 

He had done for them.) 

7. When are we like Moses in this story? (If not for Moses, God 

might have destroyed the entire people of Israel.  He loved the 

people and prayed for them even though they were rebellious 

and disobedient.) 

8. What was the book Moses was talking about when he said, 

“Blot my name out of the book you have written”? (Exodus 

32:32 The book of life – Revelation 20:11-15. He was 

requesting God to allow himself to die so that the people could 

have eternal life. See also Romans 9:3 and 10:1) 
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15.   The Twelve Spies 
Numbers 13-14 

 
Numbers 13  
1 
The LORD said to Moses, 

2 
“Send some men to explore the land of 

Canaan, which I am giving to the Israelites. From each ancestral tribe 

send one of its leaders.” 
3 
So at the LORD’s command Moses sent them 

out. 

 
17 

When Moses sent them to explore Canaan, he said, 
18 

“See what the 

land is like and whether the people who live there are strong or weak, 

few or many. 
19 

What kind of land do they live in? Is it good or bad? 

What kind of towns do they live in? Are they unwalled or fortified?     
20 

How is the soil? Is it fertile or poor? Are there trees on it or not? Do 

your best to bring back some of the fruit of the land.” 
21 

So they went 

up and explored the land.  
23 

When they reached the Valley of Eshcol, 

they cut off a branch bearing a single cluster of grapes. Two of them 

carried it on a pole between them, along with some pomegranates and 

figs. 
25 

At the end of forty days they returned from exploring the land.  

 
26 

They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite 

community and reported to them and showed them the fruit of the land. 
27 

They gave Moses this account: “We went into the land to which you 

sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. 
28 

But 

the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and 

very large.” 
30 

Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, 

“We should go up and take possession of the land, for we can certainly 

do it.” 
31 

But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t attack 

those people; they are stronger than we are.” 
32 

And they spread among 

the Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored. They said, 

“All the people we saw there are of great size. 
33 

We seemed like 

grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them.”  

 

Numbers 14 

 
1 
That night all the people of the community raised their voices and 

wept aloud. 
2 
All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and 

the whole assembly said to them, “If only we had died in Egypt! Or in 

this desert! 
3 
Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall 

by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. 

Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt?” 
4 
And they said to 

each other, “We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt.”  

 
5 
Then Moses and Aaron fell face down in front of the whole Israelite 

assembly gathered there. 
6 
Joshua and Caleb, who were among those 

who had explored the land, tore their clothes 
7 
and said to the entire 
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Israelite assembly, “The land we explored is exceedingly good. 
8 
If the 

LORD is pleased with us, he will give it to us. 
9 
Only do not rebel 

against the LORD. And do not be afraid of the people of the land, 

because we will swallow them up. Their protection is gone, but the 

LORD is with us.” 
10 

But the whole assembly talked about stoning them.  
11 

The LORD said to Moses, “How long will these people treat me with 

contempt? How long will they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the 

miraculous signs I have performed among them? 
12 

I will strike them 

down with a plague and destroy them, but I will make you into a nation 

greater and stronger than they.”  

 
13 

Moses said to the LORD, “Then the Egyptians will hear about it! By 

your power you brought these people up from among them. 
14 

And they 

will tell the inhabitants of this land about it. They have already heard 

that you, O LORD, are with these people and that you, O LORD, have 

been seen face to face, and that you go before them in a pillar of cloud 

by day and a pillar of fire by night. 
15 

If you put these people to death 

all at one time, the nations who have heard this report about you will 

say, 
16 

‘The LORD was not able to bring these people into the land he 

promised them on oath; so he slaughtered them in the desert.’ 
17 

Now 

may the Lord’s strength be displayed, just as you have declared: 
18 

‘The 

LORD is slow to anger, abounding in love and forgiving sin and 

rebellion. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the 

children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation.’          
19 

In accordance with your great love, forgive the sin of these people, 

just as you have pardoned them from the time they left Egypt until 

now.”  
 

20 
The LORD replied, “I have forgiven them, as you asked.                         

21  
Nevertheless, as surely as I live and as surely as the glory of the 

LORD fills the whole earth, 
22 

not one of the men who saw my glory and 

the miraculous signs I performed in Egypt and in the desert but who 

disobeyed me and tested me ten times— 
23 

not one of them will ever 

see the land I promised on oath to their forefathers. 
24 

But because my 

servant Caleb has a different spirit and follows me wholeheartedly, I 

will bring him into the land he went to, and his descendants will inherit 

it. 
25 

Now turn back tomorrow and set out toward the desert along the 

route to the Red Sea.”  

 
36 

So the men Moses had sent to explore the land, who returned and 

made the whole community grumble against him by spreading a bad 

report were struck down and died of a plague before the LORD. 
38 

Of the 

men who went to explore the land, only Joshua and Caleb survived.            
39 

When Moses reported this to all the Israelites, they mourned bitterly. 
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So the Israelites turned back towards the desert where they wandered 

for 40 years – one year for every day the spies had explored Canaan -

and everyone twenty years or older died in the desert.
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Study Questions: The Twelve Spies 
 Numbers 13-14 

 

Introduction: 

After the miraculous exodus from Egypt and the miracle of crossing the 

Red Sea, the Israelites follow God to Mount Sinai to receive His law. 

Then they were ready to enter Canaan, the land that God had promised 

to give to the descendants of Abraham. They followed the Lord’s 

guidance through His servant Moses and they faced many trials along 

the way. Finally, they arrived at the border of their destination: the 

Promised Land. Faith in the Lord is what makes the difference in the 

two reports that are given by the two groups of spies.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To realize that the Lord desires to give us good things.  

- To remember that the Lord is trustworthy and will lead 

us, just as He promised.   

- To know that the Lord is a forgiving and gracious God, 

however, He will punish those who live in sin. 

Attitude 

- To repent of unbelief toward the Lord’s promises and 

grumbling at the Lord’s provisions.  

- To trust that God is able to do anything and that we have 

nothing to fear when He is with us because no one can 

stand against us. 

Actions  

- To follow the Lord in faith even when it seems that the 

obstacles are great.  

- To be faithful leaders who follow God’s Word even when 

this brings hardship and opposition. 

 

Memory Verse:   

Numbers 14:18 
“
The LORD is slow to anger, abounding in love and 

forgiving sin and rebellion. Yet he does not leave the guilty 

unpunished; he punishes the children for the sin of the fathers to the 

third and fourth generation.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:   

Exodus 23:2; Hebrews 11:6 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. What was involved in the exploration of the land? (Numbers 

13:1-3; 17-20; 25 God told Moses to choose one leader from 

each tribe of Israel. Moses sent them out at the Lord’s 
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command. The spies were told to discover information about 

the land, the people and the cities. They spied the land for 

forty days.) 

2. What report did the spies give when they returned? (Numbers 

13:27-28 The land is very good, but the people and cities are 

very strong.) 

3. How was the advice of Joshua and Caleb different from the 

advice the other spies gave? (Numbers 13:30, 14:6-9 Caleb 

and Joshua reported that the land was excellent and good, and 

they encouraged the people that the Lord could give it to them 

if He was pleased with them. They encouraged the people not 

to be afraid and not to rebel against the Lord.) 

4. How did the people respond to the reports of the spies? Joshua 

and Caleb? (Numbers 14:1-4, 10 The people raised their 

voices and wept out loud, grumbling against Moses and 

Aaron. The people accused God of leading them to this land 

only to let them die. They wanted to go back to Egypt. They 

talked about stoning the Joshua and Caleb.) 

5. Who did the Israelites choose not to consult when the spies 

came back to report the problems with the land? (Numbers 

14:1-4; The Israelites chose not to consult the Lord. Instead, 

they grumbled among themselves about their situation.) 

6. What did the Lord say about the character of the people of 

Israel and His desired response to them? (Numbers 14:11-12 

They refused to believe in Him as their God and they treated 

Him with contempt. The Lord said He was going to destroy 

them with a plague, then build a new nation of people for 

Himself through Moses.) 

7. What did Moses say that caused God to change his mind? 

(Numbers 14:13-19 Moses asked God to forgive their sin. He 

told the Lord that news of the destruction of the people of 

Israel would lead to the disgrace of God’s name before the 

Egyptian people and the inhabitants of the Promised Land. 

They would hear of it and think God had killed them because 

He wasn’t able to bring them into the Promised Land.) 

8. What did Moses say about God’s character concerning anger 

and forgiveness? (Numbers 14:18 The Lord is slow to anger, 

abounding in love and forgiving sin and rebellion.) 

9. How did God respond to the people? (Numbers 14:20-23 The 

Lord forgave them as Moses asked, but He punished all the 

adults who had seen all His miraculous works and still did not 

believe Him. He did not allow them to see the Promised Land. 

See also Numbers 14:29.) 

10. What did God observe about the 12 spies and how did he treat 

them accordingly? (Numbers 14:6, 24, 36 Caleb and Joshua 
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followed after God wholeheartedly. The tens spies had 

contempt for God, lack of faith in God, and led others away 

from Him. They were struck down by a plague before the 

Lord.) 

 

Application Questions: 
1. What is God’s desire for us? (Numbers 13:26-27 The Lord 

desires to give us good things as He did for the Israelites.) 

2. Who is the most important one to consult when we are facing 

problems and our situation seems hopeless? (The Lord is the 

most important one to consult at all times, because He is the 

all-wise God, and He is in control of all circumstances and all 

outcomes.) 

3. Why do we so quickly want to turn from the challenges and go 

back to the life that we knew before? (Numbers 14:4 We turn 

away because the good things seem too difficult to get, we 

don’t believe that God is with us, and we are afraid.) 

4. Do we get angry with our leaders like the Israelites did? 

(Numbers 14:10 We also get afraid, we think our situation is 

hopeless and we blame our leaders rather than trust in God.) 

5. In what ways do we treat the Lord with contempt and refuse to 

believe in Him in spite of all of the miraculous signs that He 

performs among us? (Numbers 14:11 We have the knowledge 

of Jesus, the record of Scripture, the testimony of generations 

of people and yet we still doubt, we grumble against God’s 

leaders and we want to go back to a life of slavery to sin.) 

6. What does the fact that God didn’t destroy the Israelites show 

us? (Numbers 14:18 The Lord is slow to anger and abounding 

in love and forgiving sin and rebellion.) 

7. How can we “follow God wholeheartedly” as Caleb did? 

(Numbers 14:24 This means to obey the Lord willingly, with 

all of who you are, to trust in God and His Word and to see the 

goodness of God.) 

8. What made God change his mind and forgive the people 

instead of destroying them?  What does this teach us about 

praying for other people? (Numbers 14:19-20 God chose to 

forgive the people because of the intercession of Moses on 

their behalf. This shows us that it is very important to 

intercede for others, because it can really make a difference in 

what happens to them.) 

9. What do we learn about the character of God from this story? 

(We learn that the Lord will fulfill His promises. We learn that 

the Lord forgives our sins, while at the same time He is just in 

dealing with sin when we are unrepentant.) 
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10. In what ways can we take a stand for the Lord like Caleb and 

Joshua did? 

11. What do we learn about leadership in this story? (We learn 

that people can be led astray by the counsel of the wicked. It is 

important for leaders to trust the Lord and believe in His 

power, rather than putting faith in people and assuming that 

things really are the way they appear to be.) 

12. Why is it important to follow the Lord rather than people, as 

seen in this story? (It is important to follow the Lord rather 

than people, because the Lord is faithful to those who trust in 

Him. The Lord is consistent and in control. It is not wise to 

trust the advice of people only, because they are often unstable 

and many times they make decisions based on fear.) 
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16.   Joshua and the Battle of Jericho  
Joshua 6 

 

Joshua 6 
1 
Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of the Israelites. No one 

went out and no one came in. 

 
2 
Then the LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your 

hands, along with its king and its fighting men. 
3 
March around the city 

once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. 
4 
Have seven priests 

carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, 

march around the city seven times, with the priests blowing the 

trumpets. 
5 
When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, 

have all the people give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will 

collapse and the people will go up, every man straight in.”  

 
6 
So Joshua called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the 

covenant of the LORD and have seven priests carry trumpets in front of 

it.” 
7 
And he ordered the people, “Advance! March around the city, 

with the armed guard going ahead of the ark of the LORD.”  
8 
When Joshua had spoken to the people, the seven priests carrying the 

seven trumpets before the LORD went forward, blowing their trumpets, 

and the ark of the LORD’s covenant followed them. 
9 
The armed guard 

marched ahead of the priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard 

followed the ark. 
10 

But Joshua had commanded the people, “Do not 

give a war cry, do not raise your voices, do not say a word until the day 

I tell you to shout. Then shout!” 
11 

So he had the ark of the LORD 

carried around the city, circling it once. Then the people returned to 

camp and spent the night there.  

 
12 

Joshua got up early the next morning and the priests took up the ark 

of the LORD. 
13 

The seven priests carrying the seven trumpets went 

forward, marching before the ark of the LORD and blowing the 

trumpets. The armed men went ahead of them and the rear guard 

followed the ark of the LORD, while the trumpets kept sounding. 
14 

So on the second day they marched around the city once and returned 

to the camp. They did this for six days.  

 
15 

On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and marched around the 

city seven times. 
16 

The seventh time around, when the priests sounded 

the trumpet blast, Joshua commanded the people, “Shout! For the LORD 

has given you the city! 
17 

The city and all that is in it are to be devoted 

to the LORD. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her 

house shall be spared, because she hid the spies we sent. 
19 

All the 
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silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the 

LORD and must go into his treasury.”  

 
20 

When the trumpets sounded, the people shouted, and at the sound of 

the trumpet, when the people gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so 

every man charged straight in, and they took the city. 
21 

They devoted 

the city to the LORD and destroyed with the sword every living thing in 

it—men and women, young and old, cattle, sheep and donkeys.  
 

22 
Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, “Go into the 

prostitute’s house and bring her out and all who belong to her, in 

accordance with your oath to her.” 
23 

So the young men who had done 

the spying went in and brought out Rahab, her father and mother and 

brothers and all who belonged to her. They brought out her entire 

family and put them in a place outside the camp of Israel.  
 

24 
Then they burned the whole city and everything in it, but they put the 

silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron into the treasury of 

the LORD’s house. 
25 

But Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with her 

family and all who belonged to her, because she hid the men Joshua 

had sent as spies to Jericho—and she lives among the Israelites to this 

day.  
 

26 
At that time Joshua pronounced this solemn oath: “Cursed before the 

LORD is the man who undertakes to rebuild this city, Jericho: At the 

cost of his firstborn son will he lay its foundations; at the cost of his 

youngest will he set up its gates.”  
 

27 
So the LORD was with Joshua, and his fame spread throughout the 

land. 
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Study Questions: Joshua and the Battle of Jericho 
Joshua 6 

 

Introduction: 
After the 40 years of wandering in the desert were over, God again led 

the Israelites to Canaan. They were to enter the Promised Land under 

the leadership of Joshua. Joshua had served as Moses’ helper and now 

he was appointed by God to be their new leader. As they approached 

the Promised Land, their first obstacle was the Jordan River. The 

Israelites trusted God and witnessed His mighty work. He held back the 

waters of the Jordan and allowed the Israelites to cross on dry ground. 

They were in the Promised Land! Joshua then sent two men to spy on 

the city of Jericho. While in Jericho, they were protected by a prostitute 

named Rahab, because she feared God and eventually she became one 

of Jesus' ancestors. She reported to the spies that the people of Jericho 

were very afraid of the Israelites and their God. She told them that she 

believed the Lord would give the city of Jericho to the Israelites. After 

the spies reported this to Joshua, he and his army marched to Jericho to 

take the city. They knew that the Lord would be with them. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To understand that the Lord is Holy.  

- To realize that things that belong to the Lord or oaths 

made to the Lord are sacred, including our lives. 

- To know that all people are saved through faith in God. 

Attitude  

- To honor the Lord and everything that is His.  

- To be confident in His presence to win life’s battles. 

- To trust in the Lord for salvation and life itself.  

Actions  

- To put the Lord first in all things that we do.  

- To put to death everything that belongs to our sinful 

nature.  

 

Memory Verse:   

Romans 10:13 “Everyone who calls on the Name of the Lord will be 

saved.”  

 

Scriptures for Further Study:   

Joshua 1:1-9; Matthew 1:5-6; John 6:37; Hebrews 11:30-31; James 

2:25-26; 1 John 1:8-9 
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Questions about the Story: 
1. How were the Israelites a different people after they had 

wandered in the desert for forty years?  (Numbers 14:22 They 

were the children of the adults who had left Egypt. The adults 

who left Egypt had all died during the 40 years of wandering 

in the desert. They had seen all that God did for their people 

and they were now ready to believe God’s promise that He 

would defeat their enemies and give them the land of Canaan.) 

2. Why was Jericho “tightly shut up?” How much travel in and 

out of the city was happening? (Joshua 6:1 It was shut up 

because the people of Jericho were afraid of the Israelites; no 

one was going out or coming in.) 

3. What promise did God give the Israelites before commanding 

them to march around Jericho? (Joshua 6:2 He promised He 

would deliver Jericho into their hands – He said He already 

had done it.) 

4. What was unique about God’s strategy for defeating Jericho? 

(Joshua 6:3-5 Marching around rather than attacking, blowing 

trumpets instead of weapons, priests rather than soldiers, 

shouting to destroy a wall. All of these were unique aspects 

and they pointed to this battle as the Lord’s victory. God 

wanted to make it clear that the Israelites won because of 

God’s strength, not because of their own strength.) 

5. What is significant about the order the Israelites marched 

around the city? (Joshua 6:7-10 First – the armed guard; 

second – the seven priests with seven trumpets; third – the Ark 

of the Covenant; fourth– the rear guard. The Ark of the 

Covenant represented God’s presence with the Israelites. It 

was a reminder that God’s power would defeat Jericho and it 

was in the center of the army, as was the Lord.) 

6. What is significant about the number of times they marched 

around the city? (Joshua 6:1-15 The number seven is 

significant to God. It is His number and it emphasized to the 

people that this is a holy battle.) 

7. What did Joshua command the people to do after they 

followed the marching orders? (Joshua 6:16-19 They were to 

shout, to go straight in to the city, to kill every living thing, to 

spare Rahab, to burn the city and to make sure that all the 

valuables went into the treasury of the Lord.) 

8. Who did they dedicate the destruction to? (Joshua 6:21 They 

devoted everything to the Lord.)  

9. Why did Joshua spare Rahab and her family? (Joshua 6:25 

Joshua spared Rahab and her household because she hid the 

spies that were sent to Jericho. She did this because she 

believed in God and feared Him.) 
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Application Questions: 
1. How do we have confidence of the Lord’s presence with us in 

a similar way as the Israelites had the Ark of the Covenant?  

(Joshua 6:6 Jesus came and lived among us. He sent the Holy 

Spirit to live within us. He gave us His Word be a part of our 

lives and we can talk with Him in prayer.) 

2. God delivered the Israelites from their enemies. In what ways 

has God delivered us? (Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, 

God has delivered those who believe in Him from the enemies 

of sin, Satan, eternal death and even ourselves.) 

3. How does God bring about victory in our lives through unique 

ways that point to His work rather than to our own? (Joshua 

6:20-21 He brings about our victory by defeating the power of 

sin over our lives. It was through Jesus death that we received 

life. It is through dying to ourselves that we have life in the 

Spirit. It is in praise that we find the victory.) 

4. God commanded that everything in Jericho be killed. How 

does that parallel our lives? (Joshua 6:17, 21 We also are 

called to put to death everything that belongs to our sinful 

nature. Colossians 3:5) 

5. In what ways might we take things that belong to God, or that 

are devoted to Him? (Joshua 6:21 We, as Christians, often 

take things that are devoted to the Lord by withholding our 

tithes, possessions or our lives. Sometimes we have the 

attitude that the things we have are our own, instead they 

belong to God and should be used for His kingdom.) 

6. How do our lives parallel Rahab’s? (Joshua 2:8-14 They do 

because Rahab would have died, but she believed in God and 

His word through the spies. It is God’s mercy in Jesus that 

saves us from the coming judgment.) 

7. What does the story of Rahab teach us about God’s love for 

people? (Joshua 6:22-23 The story of Rahab shows us that 

God is ready to receive anyone who fears Him and believes 

Him, even the worst of sinners.  John 6:37 says if anyone 

comes to Jesus, He will not cast them away. Rahab became 

part of Israel and became the mother of Boaz and she appears 

in the genealogy of Jesus Christ. Matthew 1:5-6) 
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17.   Gideon  
Judges 6-7 

 

Judges 6 

 
1 
Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, and for seven 

years he gave them into the hands of the Midianites. 
2 
Because the 

power of Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites prepared shelters for 

themselves in mountain clefts, caves and strongholds. 
4 
The Midianites 

camped on the land and ruined the crops and did not spare a living 

thing for Israel, neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys. 
6 
Midian so 

impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the LORD for help.  

 
12 

The angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon and said, “The LORD is 

with you, mighty warrior.” 
13 

“But sir,” Gideon replied, “if the LORD is 

with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that 

our fathers told us about when they said, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up 

out of Egypt?’ But now the LORD has abandoned us and put us into the 

hand of Midian.” 
14 

The LORD turned to him and said, “Go in the 

strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not 

sending you?” 
15 

“But Lord,” Gideon asked, “how can I save Israel? My 

clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.” 
16 

The LORD answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all 

the Midianites together.” 
22 

When Gideon realized that it was the angel 

of the LORD, he exclaimed, “Ah, Sovereign LORD! I have seen the 

angel of the LORD face to face!” 
23 

But the LORD said to him, “Peace! 

Do not be afraid. You are not going to die.” 
24 

So Gideon built an altar 

to the LORD there and called it The LORD is Peace.  

 
25 

That same night the LORD said to him, “Tear down your father’s altar 

to Baal and cut down the Asherah pole beside it. 
26 

Then build a proper 

kind of altar to the LORD your God on the top of this height. Using the 

wood of the Asherah pole that you cut down, offer the second bull as a 

burnt offering.” 
27 

So Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the 

LORD told him. But because he was afraid of his family and the men of 

the town, he did it at night rather than in the daytime. 
28 

In the morning 

when the men of the town got up, there was Baal’s altar, demolished, 

with the Asherah pole beside it cut down and the second bull sacrificed 

on the newly built altar! 
29 

They asked each other, “Who did this?” 

When they carefully investigated, they were told, “Gideon son of Joash 

did it.” 
30 

The men of the town demanded of Joash, “Bring out your 

son. He must die, because he has broken down Baal’s altar and cut 

down the Asherah pole beside it.” 
31 

But Joash replied to the hostile 

crowd around him, “Are you going to plead Baal’s cause? Are you 

trying to save him? If Baal really is a god, he can defend himself when 

someone breaks down his altar.” 
32 

So that day they called Gideon 
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“Jerub-Baal,” saying, “Let Baal contend with him,” because he broke 

down Baal’s altar. 
34 

Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon, 

and he blew a trumpet, summoning the people to follow him.  

 

Judges 7 

 
2 
The LORD said to Gideon, “You have too many men for me to deliver 

Midian into their hands. In order that Israel may not boast against me 

that her own strength has saved her, 
3 
announce now to the people, 

‘Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back and leave Mount 

Gilead.’” So twenty-two thousand men left, while ten thousand 

remained. 
4 
But the LORD said to Gideon, “There are still too many 

men. Take them down to the water, and I will sift them for you there.”  

 
5 
So Gideon took the men down to the water. There the LORD told him, 

“Separate those who lap the water with their tongues like a dog from 

those who kneel down to drink.” 
6 
Three hundred men lapped with their 

hands to their mouths. All the rest got down on their knees to drink.          
7 
The LORD said to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that lapped I 

will save you and give the Midianites into your hands. Let all the other 

men go, each to his own place.” 
8 
So Gideon sent the rest of the 

Israelites to their tents but kept the three hundred, who took over the 

provisions and trumpets of the others. 

 

Now the camp of Midian lay below him in the valley. 
16 

Dividing the 

three hundred men into three companies, he placed trumpets and empty 

jars in the hands of all of them, with torches inside. 
17 

“Watch me,” he 

told them. “Follow my lead. When I get to the edge of the camp, do 

exactly as I do. 
18 

When I and all who are with me blow our trumpets, 

then from all around the camp blow yours and shout, ‘For the LORD 

and for Gideon.’” 
19 

Gideon and the hundred men with him reached the 

edge of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, just after they 

had changed the guard. They blew their trumpets and broke the jars that 

were in their hands. 
20 

The three companies blew the trumpets and 

smashed the jars. Grasping the torches in their left hands and holding in 

their right hands the trumpets they were to blow, they shouted, “A 

sword for the LORD and for Gideon!” 
21 

While each man held his 

position around the camp, all the Midianites ran, crying out as they 

fled. 
22 

When the three hundred trumpets sounded, the LORD caused the 

men throughout the camp to turn on each other with their swords. The 

army fled and the Israelites were called out to pursue them and on that 

day the Israelites defeated the Midianites. 



 108 

Study Questions: Gideon  
Judges 6-7 

 

Introduction: 
Under Joshua’s leadership, the Israelites defeated many of the nations 

living in Canaan, but they did not defeat them all. As a result, they 

eventually began worshipping the gods of these nations, and so they 

were unfaithful to the Lord. This resulted in punishment from the Lord 

by enemies troubling the Israelites and defeating them in battles. 

However, each time the people cried out to the Lord, He would send a 

judge to lead them and deliver them from their enemies. Gideon was 

one of those judges whom the Lord called to lead His people. This 

happened at a very desperate time for the people of Israel, a time when 

the Midianites oppressed them (See also Judges 2:10-17). The angel of 

the Lord says to Gideon, “Peace! Do not be afraid,” which is the same 

thing Jesus told his disciples.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge 

- To understand that God is Almighty and that He can use 

weak people to do His work. 

- To realize that God alone gets the glory for the great 

things He has done. 

- To acknowledge that any ability that we have or work that 

we do comes first from the hand of God. 

Attitude 

- To humble ourselves before and believe in the powerful 

God that we serve. 

- To be encouraged that He will be with us and will fight 

the battle for us. 

Actions  

- To humbly listen to the instruction of the Lord. 

- By faith to obey the Lord with boldness. 

 

Memory Verse:   

Psalm 89:8 “O LORD God Almighty, who is like you? You are mighty, 

O LORD, and your faithfulness surrounds you.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:   

Proverbs 3:5-6; Hebrews 13:5; 1 John 5:18 
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Questions about the Story: 

1. What happened to the Israelites when they did things that the 

Lord said were evil? (Judges 6:1-4: The Lord allowed the 

Midianites to oppress them.) 

2. What caused the Israelites to cry out to God? (Judges 6:2-6 

The Israelites cried out to the Lord because they were 

becoming so poor. The Midianites were destroying their crops 

and their animals and their land. The Israelites even hid in 

caves to stay away from the Midianites.) 

3. How did Gideon reply after the angel said to him, “The Lord 

is with you…?” (Judges 6:12-13 “If the Lord is with us, why 

has all this happened to us? Where is He? The Lord 

abandoned us.”) 

4. What did the Lord command Gideon to do for the people of 

Israel? (Judges 6:14-16 “Go in the strength you have and save 

Israel.”) 

5. What kind of strength did Gideon see in himself? What 

strength was the Lord referring to that Gideon would fight 

with? (Judges 6:15-16 Gideon saw himself as a weak man, 

from the weakest clan in Israel. The Lord was referring to the 

strength that Gideon had from the Lord.) 

6. What did Gideon call the altar that he built at that place? 

(Judges 6:24 The Lord is Peace.) 

7. What did the Lord command Gideon to do about the idol 

worship of his family? (Judges 6:25-26 The Lord commanded 

him to tear down his father’s altar to Baal and cut down the 

Asherah pole. Then he was to build an altar to the Lord.) 

8. When did Gideon follow the command of the Lord? Why? 

Did Gideon fear the wrath of Baal and Asherah?  (Judges 6:27 

Gideon destroyed the altar to Baal and the Asherah pole at 

night, because he was afraid of his family and the neighbors. 

Gideon did not fear these gods. Instead, he trusted God to 

protect him, because he knew that God is the only true God.) 

9. How did the people of the town respond when they saw that 

the altar of Baal had been destroyed? (Judges 6:30 They 

wanted to kill Gideon.) 

10. How was the answer that Joash gave to the angry crowd a 

good one? (Judges 6:31-34 Joash reminded the people that if 

Baal was really a god, he himself could punish Gideon and 

take revenge. This wise answer made the people think about 

which God was the true God and it kept them from killing his 

son Gideon.) 

11. Why did God say that Gideon had gathered too many people? 

(Judges 7:2 The Lord said that Gideon had too many men, 
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because if they won the battle, then the Israelites would boast 

that their own strength had saved them.) 

12. How did God reduce the army from 32,000 people to 300? 

(Judges 7:3-6 God said that if anyone was afraid of the battle 

they could turn back. Then, He had Gideon take the remaining 

men for a drink of water at a river or pool. Those who drank 

lapping water like a dog were removed from the army. After 

that, only 300 men were left.) 

13. What did God promise He would do with the 300 men? 

(Judges 7:7 The Lord promised that with the 300 men, He 

would save Israel.) 

14. What did Gideon give the men before they went into the 

battle? (Judges 7:16 He gave the men trumpets and empty jars 

with torches inside of them.) 

15. How did the Lord defeat the Midianites? (Judges 7:20-22 The 

Lord confused the Midianites, so they started killing each 

other with their swords, and they ran away to save their lives.) 

 

Application Questions: 
1. What happens when we choose to do things that God says are 

evil, like the Israelites did?  (Judges 6:1-4 God’s protection 

and blessing leave us, like it left Israel, and then we are 

unprotected from the Enemy.) 

2. When does it feel like “The Lord has abandoned us?” (Judges 

6:13) Does the Lord ever abandon us? Do we ever abandon 

the Lord? (The Lord never leaves us or abandons us, Hebrews 

13:5. However, we like the Israelites constantly turn from the 

Lord. “We all like sheep have gone astray,” Isaiah 53:6.) 

3. Why does God often choose weak people to do His work? 

(Judges 6:15, 7:2 When the Lord chooses weak people for His 

work, they cannot boast in their own power and strength when 

their assignment is accomplished. God used Gideon, the least 

in his family, which was from the weakest clan of his tribe. 

God used 300 men to defeat an army of more than 120,000 

men (See Judges 8:10). He received much glory from the 

Israelites because of the way this showed them His great 

power.) 

4. Where do we get the ability to take on tasks that are far greater 

than ourselves? (Judges 7:20-22 It is the Lord that does the 

work and success comes from Him. We are invited to be a part 

of what the Lord is doing. 

5. What is the Lord’s attitude toward other “gods” that are in our 

lives? What are some of the “gods” that we might serve? 

(Judges 6:25-27 God has no tolerance for other “gods.” He is 

the One and Only God and He is the only one who should be 
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worshiped and praised. Although we may not worship an idol 

that is made of wood or stone, etc. We worship many things 

that become more important than God and we put them in the 

center of our lives like Gideon’s idols. Money, houses, 

possessions, people and even ourselves can become more 

important to us than God.) 

6. How do we boast or brag about our accomplishments as if our 

own strength has given us success? (Judges 7:2 God wants to 

receive all the praise and the glory from our lives, because He 

is the One who makes us able to do anything. The glory is not 

ours.) 

7. What is our faith or confidence based on to face things that are 

impossibly larger than we are? (Judges 7:7 The Word of the 

Lord is what Gideon put all of his trust in and that is what we 

also can confidently trust in.) 

8. What can we learn from Gideon in this story? (To trust God 

and obey Him, even if His instructions are hard to understand. 

We can be sure that God is able to do all things, nothing is too 

hard for Him.) 

9. How does God fight or defeat our enemies for us? (Judges 

7:22 The Lord can use a gentle answer like He did from Joash, 

He can send His servant like He did by sending Gideon and 

He can cause confusion like He did with the Midianites.) 

 

 

 



 112 

18.   Ruth 
Ruth 1-4 

 

Ruth 1 

 
1 
In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and 

a man from Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, 

went to live for a while in the country of Moab. 
2 
The man’s name was 

Elimelech, his wife’s name Naomi, and the names of his two sons were 

Mahlon and Kilion. 
3 
Now Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died, and she 

was left with her two sons. 
4 
They married Moabite women, one named 

Orpah and the other Ruth. After they had lived there about ten years,         
5 
both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was left without her 

two sons and her husband. 
6 
When she heard in Moab that the LORD 

had come to the aid of his people by providing food for them, Naomi 

and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home from there. 
7 
With 

her two daughters-in-law she left the place where she had been living 

and set out on the road back to the land of Judah.  
 

8 
Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go back, each of you, 

to your mother’s home. May the LORD show kindness to you, as you 

have shown to your dead and to me.” 
16 

Orpah went back but Ruth 

replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where 

you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be 

my people and your God my God.” 
18 

When Naomi realized that Ruth 

was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her. 
22 

So Naomi 

returned from Moab accompanied by Ruth the Moabitess, her daughter-

in-law, arriving in Bethlehem as the barley harvest was beginning.  

 

Ruth 2 

 
2 
Ruth said to Naomi, “Let me go to the fields and pick up the leftover 

grain behind anyone in whose eyes I find favor.” Naomi said to her, 

“Go ahead, my daughter.” 
3 
So she went out and began to glean in the 

fields behind the harvesters. As it turned out, she found herself working 

in a field belonging to Boaz, who was from the clan of Elimelech. 
4 
Just 

then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the harvesters, “The 

LORD be with you!” “The LORD bless you!” they called back. 
5 
Boaz 

asked the foreman of his harvesters, “Whose young woman is that?”        
6 
The foreman replied, “She is the Moabitess who came back from 

Moab with Naomi. 
7 
She said, ‘Please let me gather among the sheaves 

behind the harvesters.’ She went into the field and has worked steadily 

from morning till now, except for a short rest in the shelter.” 
8 
So Boaz 

said to Ruth, “My daughter, listen to me. Don’t go and glean in another 

field but stay here with my servant girls. 
9 
I have told the men not to 

touch you. And whenever you are thirsty, go and get a drink from the 

water jars the men have filled.” 
10 

At this, she bowed down with her 
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face to the ground. She exclaimed, “Why have I found such favor in 

your eyes that you notice me—a foreigner?” 
11 

Boaz replied, “I’ve been 

told all about what you have done for your mother-in-law since the 

death of your husband—how you left your father and mother and your 

homeland and came to live with a people you did not know before.        
12 

May the LORD repay you for what you have done. May you be richly 

rewarded by the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have 

come to take refuge.”  
 

19 
When she returned home Ruth told her mother-in-law about the one 

at whose place she had been working. “The name of the man I worked 

with today is Boaz,” she said. 
20 

“The LORD bless him!” Naomi said to 

her daughter-in-law. “He has not stopped showing his kindness to the 

living and the dead.” She added, “That man is our close relative; he is 

one of our kinsman-redeemers.” 
21 

Then Ruth said, “He even said to 

me, ‘Stay with my workers until they finish harvesting all my grain.’” 
22 

Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, “It will be good for you, my 

daughter, to go with his girls, because in someone else’s field you 

might be harmed.” 
23 

So Ruth stayed close to the servant girls of Boaz 

to glean until the barley and wheat harvests were finished. And she 

lived with her mother-in-law.  

 

Ruth 3  
1 
One day Naomi said to Ruth, “My daughter, should I not try to find a 

home for you, where you will be well provided for? 
2 
Is not Boaz a 

kinsman of ours? Tonight he will be winnowing barley on the threshing 

floor. 
3 
Wash and perfume yourself, and put on your best clothes. Then 

go down to the threshing floor, but don’t let him know you are there 

until he has finished eating and drinking. 
4 
When he lies down, note the 

place where he is lying. Then go and uncover his feet and lie down. He 

will tell you what to do.” 
5 
“I will do whatever you say,” Ruth 

answered. 
6 
So she went down to the threshing floor and did everything 

her mother-in-law told her to do. 
7 
When Boaz had finished eating and 

drinking and was in good spirits, he went over to lie down at the far end 

of the grain pile. Ruth approached quietly, uncovered his feet and lay 

down. 
8 
In the middle of the night something startled the man, and he 

turned and discovered a woman lying at his feet. 
9 
“Who are you?” he 

asked. “I am your servant Ruth,” she said. “Spread the corner of your 

garment over me, since you are a kinsman-redeemer.” 
10 

“The LORD 

bless you, my daughter,” he replied. “This kindness is greater than that 

which you showed earlier: You have not run after the younger men, 

whether rich or poor. 
11 

And now, my daughter, don’t be afraid. I will 

do for you all you ask. All my fellow townsmen know that you are a 

woman of noble character.” 
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Ruth 4 

 
9 
The next day Boaz announced to the elders and all the people, 

“Today you are witnesses that I have bought from Naomi all the 

property of Elimelech, Kilion and Mahlon.” 
10 

I have also acquired 

Ruth the Moabitess, Mahlon’s widow, as my wife.” 
11 

Then the elders 

and all those at the gate said, “We are witnesses.” 
13 

So Boaz took Ruth 

and she became his wife. Then he went to her, and the LORD enabled 

her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son. 
14 

The women said to 

Naomi: “Praise be to the LORD, who this day has not left you without a 

kinsman-redeemer. May he become famous throughout Israel!” 
17 

The 

women living there said, “Naomi has a son.” And they named him 

Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the father of David. 
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Study Questions: Ruth  
Ruth 1-4 

 

Introduction: 

The book of Ruth is about love, devotion, and redemption. It takes 

place during the time when judges were the leaders in Israel. This was a 

time of much immorality, idolatry, and war in Israel. The story is about 

a Moabite woman, named Ruth, who left her own country to join the 

people of Israel and serve their God, the One True God. She went with 

her widowed Jewish mother-in-law to the town of Bethlehem. As a 

result of her faithfulness to God in a time when many Israelites were 

faithless, God rewarded her by giving her a husband (Boaz), a son 

(Obed), and a privileged position as an ancestor of King David, and of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To know that God is able to use our bitterness and 

hardships in His perfect plan.  

- To understand that as the kinsman-redeemer gives Ruth a 

second chance in life, so Jesus is our kinsman-redeemer.  

- To acknowledge that the Lord is the one that rewards us. 

Attitude  

- To humble ourselves before God. 

- To have patience and trust in God, believing that He 

works everything according to His good pleasure. 

Actions  

- To show kindness and love to others who need help and 

assistance.   

- To serve others, as unto the Lord, whoever they are.  

 

Memory Verse:   

Psalm 30:5b “Weeping may remain for a night, but rejoicing comes in 

the morning.”  

 

Scriptures for Further Study:   

Deuteronomy 25:5-10; Matthew 1:5-16; Romans 8:28; Ephesians 4:32; 

Philippians 2:3-4 

  

Questions about the Story: 
1. What hardship did Naomi experience in the land of Moab? 

(Ruth 1:3-5 Naomi’s husband, Elimelech, died; then her two 

sons, Mahlon and Kilion, died too.) 

2. Why was Ruth determined to leave her homeland and go with 

Naomi back to Israel? (Ruth 1:16 Because Ruth loved her 
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mother-in-law and she wanted to serve the God of Israel as 

Naomi did.) 

3. How did Ruth find food for Naomi and herself? (Ruth 2:2 She 

went into the fields and picked up the grain that was left on the 

ground after the harvest.) 

4. How did Boaz show kindness to Ruth? (Ruth 2:8-9 He 

allowed her keep on working in his field with his servant girls; 

he made sure that his men did not touch her; and he told her 

she could drink from his servants’ water jars.) 

5. Why did Boaz show kindness to Ruth even though she was a 

foreigner? (Ruth 2:11-12 He had heard about all that she had 

done for her mother-in-law and how she had come to Israel to 

find refuge in the Lord.) 

6. What was the responsibility of Boaz as the kinsman-redeemer, 

according to Deuteronomy 25:5-10? (The kinsman-redeemer 

was to marry the widow of a relative in order to produce an 

heir for her husband.) 

7. When Naomi was looking for a husband for Ruth, what did 

she tell Ruth to do? (Ruth 3:3-4: She told Ruth to put on her 

best clothes and perfume, to go down to the threshing floor, 

and to lie down at Boaz’s feet after he had laid down to sleep, 

then to wait for his instructions to her.) 

8. What was the meaning of Ruth going to Boaz at night and 

sleeping at his feet? (Ruth 3:1-2, 9-10 According to the 

custom of that time, she was requesting him to marry her, 

since he was a close relative of Ruth’s husband who had died.  

The law said that a close relative should marry the widow to 

carry on the line of the dead man.) 

9. What was Ruth’s reputation in the town? (Ruth 3:11 She was 

known as a woman of noble character.) 

10. Who is the David mentioned here, that was the grandson of 

Obed, the son of Boaz and Ruth? (Ruth 4:17 It is King David, 

the great King of Israel.) 

11. How did Naomi move from great sadness to great happiness in 

the story? (Ruth 4:14-17 Naomi was alone, a widow without 

children. But in the end, she was blessed with a kinsman-

redeemer when Boaz married Ruth. Then she had children and 

grandchildren to love.) 

 

Application Questions: 

1. What can we learn from hardships? (Ruth 1:1-5 We, like 

Naomi, can learn that famine, the death of a spouse and two 

children highlight our need for the Lord who comes “to the aid 

of His people.” Hardships teaches us that this world is not our 

home and that our only hope must be in the Lord.) 
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2. How does the Lord provide for us? (He provides trials so that 

we look to Him rather than ourselves. He provides aid and 

food to remind us that He is with us and that He does care. He 

alllows death so that we look to Him for life. He provides 

children so that we praise Him as the giver of all good things.) 

3. What is the significance of the kinsman-redeemer for us? 

(Ruth 3:9 Jesus is our kinsman-redeemer and he has given us a 

new life. He is the bridegroom who has come to marry his 

bride, the Church.) 

4. Where do our blessings come from? (Ruth 4:14 Naomi 

continued to trust in the Lord and recognized that He gives 

blessings even though she had faced great personal hardships. 

It was through the lineage of Ruth and Boaz that the promised 

Savior would come.) 

5. How do we see God’s heart for the whole world in this story? 

(Ruth 4:10; 1:16 The lineage of Jesus includes “Ruth the 

Moabitess,” which was a foreign country with a foreign god. 

She too was a woman of faith and welcomed the Lord to be 

her God.) 

6. What do we learn about how we should treat one another from 

this story? (We are to show kindness to others, as shown by 

two examples in this story. Ruth showed great kindness to 

Naomi, even in her own poverty and loss. Boaz showed great 

kindness to Naomi and Ruth by redeeming them and restoring 

their honor. See Ephesians 4:32) 

7. What are some ways that we can show a servant’s heart to 

people around us? (Whether it is with people in our family, 

our church, or among our friends, our attitude should be the 

same as that of Christ Jesus, who humbled Himself and 

became a servant. Philippians 2:2-7) 
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19.   Hannah  
1 Samuel 1-2 

 

1 Samuel   
1 
There was a certain man whose name was Elkanah. 

2 
He had two 

wives; one was called Hannah and the other Peninnah. Peninnah had 

children, but Hannah had none. 
3 
Year after year this man went up from 

his town to worship and sacrifice to the LORD Almighty at Shiloh.               
4 
Whenever the day came for Elkanah to sacrifice, he would give 

portions of the meat to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons and 

daughters. 
5 
But to Hannah he gave a double portion because he loved 

her, and the LORD had closed her womb. 
6 
And because the LORD had 

closed her womb, her rival kept provoking her in order to irritate her.           
7 
This went on year after year. Whenever Hannah went up to the house 

of the LORD, her rival provoked her till she wept and would not eat.           
8 
Elkanah her husband would say to her, “Hannah, why are you 

weeping? Why don’t you eat? Why are you downhearted? Don’t I 

mean more to you than ten sons?”  

 
9 
Once when they had finished eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah 

stood up. Now Eli the priest was sitting on a chair by the doorpost of 

the LORD’s temple. 
10 

In bitterness of soul Hannah wept much and 

prayed to the LORD. 
11 

And she made a vow, saying, “O LORD 

Almighty, if you will only look upon your servant’s misery and 

remember me, and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I 

will give him to the LORD for all the days of his life, and no razor will 

ever be used on his head.” 
12 

As she kept on praying to the LORD, Eli 

observed her mouth. 
13 

Hannah was praying in her heart, and her lips 

were moving but her voice was not heard. Eli thought she was drunk         
14 

and said to her, “How long will you keep on getting drunk? Get rid of 

your wine.” 
15 

“Not so, my lord,” Hannah replied, “I am a woman who 

is deeply troubled. I have not been drinking wine or beer; I was pouring 

out my soul to the LORD. 
16 

Do not take your servant for a wicked 

woman; I have been praying here out of my great anguish and grief.”         
17 

Eli answered, “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel grant you 

what you have asked of him.” 
18 

She said, “May your servant find favor 

in your eyes.” Then she went her way and ate something, and her face 

was no longer downcast.  

 
19 

Early the next morning they arose and worshiped before the LORD 

and then went back to their home at Ramah. Elkanah lay with Hannah 

his wife, and the LORD remembered her. 
20 

So in the course of time 

Hannah conceived and gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel, 

saying, “Because I asked the LORD for him.” 
24 

After he was weaned, 

she took the boy with her, young as he was, along with a three-year-old 
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bull, some flour and a skin of wine, and brought him to the house of the 

LORD at Shiloh. 
25 

When they had slaughtered the bull, they brought the 

boy to Eli, 
26 

and she said to him, “As surely as you live, my lord, I am 

the woman who stood here beside you praying to the LORD. 
27 

I prayed 

for this child, and the LORD has granted me what I asked of him. 
28 

So 

now I give him to the LORD. For his whole life he will be given over to 

the LORD.” And he worshiped the LORD there. 
 

 

1 Samuel 2  
1 
Then Hannah prayed and said: “My heart rejoices in the LORD. 

2 
There 

is no one holy like the LORD; there is no one besides you; there is no 

Rock like our God. 
5 
Those who were full hire themselves out for food, 

but those who were hungry hunger no more. She who was barren has 

borne seven children, but she who has had many sons pines away. 
7 
The 

LORD sends poverty and wealth; he humbles and he exalts. 
8 

He raises 

the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap; he seats 

them with princes and has them inherit a throne of honor. 
10

 The LORD 

will judge the ends of the earth. He will give strength to his king and 

exalt the horn of his anointed.”  

 
11 

Then Elkanah went home to Ramah, but the boy ministered before 

the LORD under Eli the priest. 
19 

Each year his mother made him a little 

robe and took it to him when she went up with her husband to offer the 

annual sacrifice. 
20 

Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, saying, “May 

the LORD give you children by this woman to take the place of the one 

she prayed for and gave to the LORD.” Then they would go home.           
21 

And the LORD was gracious to Hannah; she conceived and gave birth 

to three sons and two daughters. Meanwhile, the boy Samuel grew up 

in the presence of the LORD. 
26 

And the boy Samuel continued to grow 

in stature and in favor with the LORD and with men. 
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Study Questions: Hannah  
1 Samuel 1-2 

 

Introduction: 
The story of Hannah takes place at the end of the time when the judges 

led Israel, before the Israelites had kings. Hannah desperately wanted a 

son, but she was barren and unable to become pregnant. She 

continually came before the Lord and pled with Him to give her a child, 

and the Lord heard her cry. She gave birth to Samuel, who grew up to 

be a mighty judge in Israel and a prophet of the Lord. He was a godly 

man whom God used to anoint both Saul and David as kings over 

Israel. In as much as Samuel was a gift to Hannah, so also Jesus came 

as a gift to us. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To understand that God does indeed answer our prayers, 

yet His answer isn’t always according to our desire, but 

according to His greater will. 

- To accept that as Samuel was a gift to Hannah, so Jesus 

came as a gift for us. 

Attitude  

- To trust in the faithfulness of God rather than living with 

revenge or hatred. 

- To rejoice in the Lord for His provisions for us. 

Actions  

- To bring our pain to God in prayer and never give up 

when presenting our requests to the Lord.   

- To completely dedicate our lives, hopes and dreams to the 

Lord, realizing that His will is good.  

 

Memory Verses:   

Psalm 34:18 “The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those 

who are crushed in spirit.” 

Luke 18:1 “Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that 

they should always pray and not give up.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:   

 Ecclesiastes 5:4-5; Isaiah 40:28-31; Luke 18:1-8; Romans 12:17;         

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18; James 1:2-4; 4:2-3, 6; 1 Peter 5:7 

 

 

 

Questions about the Story: 
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1. What was the rivalry between Elkanah’s two wives?                 

(1 Samuel 1:2 His wife Peninnah was able to have children. 

His other wife, Hannah, was barren.) 

2. What was the yearly tradition of Elkanah and his family?             

(1 Samuel 1:3 They went to worship and sacrifice to the Lord 

at Shiloh.) 

3. What caused Hannah to cry and refuse to eat? (1 Samuel 1:6 

Hannah cried and refused to eat, because she was not able to 

have children. Peninnah would also tease her, because she did 

have children.) 

4. What did Hannah do in her great sorrow? (1 Samuel 1:10-11 

She wept much and prayed to the Lord, and she made a vow 

saying that if the Lord would give her a son then she would 

give him back to the Lord.) 

5. What caused Eli to think that Hannah was drunk? (1 Samuel 

1:12-14 She was praying in her heart and her lips were moving 

but her voice was not heard.) 

6. What did Eli say to Hannah after she explained what she was 

praying for? (1 Samuel 1:17 “Go in peace, and may the God of 

Israel grant you what you have asked of Him.”) 

7. How did God answer Hannah’s prayer? (1 Samuel 1:19-20 

The Lord allowed her to conceive and give birth to a son.) 

8. Did Hannah keep her vow that she had made before the Lord? 

(1 Samuel 1:24-28 Yes. She brought the boy to the house of 

the Lord and gave him to Eli the priest to raise him.) 

9. How was Hannah’s second prayer different from her first?          

(1 Samuel 2:1-10 She was rejoicing that the Lord had 

answered her prayer by His power) 

10. How did the Lord bless Hannah after she gave Samuel to 

Him? (1 Samuel 2:21 The Lord allowed her to conceive and 

give birth to three sons and two daughters.) 

11. How did Samuel grow up? (1 Samuel 2:21-26 Samuel grew up 

in the presence of the Lord and in favor with the Lord and 

with man.) 

 

Application Questions: 
1. How can we respond to the difficulties in our lives? (Hannah 

took her sorrow and bitterness to the Lord and asked Him to 

help her. In the same way, we need to go to the Lord with our 

prayers and requests. See 1 Peter 5:7) 

2. How can we respond to people who make our lives difficult, 

like Peninnah who provoked Hannah? (1 Samuel 1:7 Hannah 

did not argue with Peninnah. Instead, she reported her great 

sorrow to God. She allowed God to be the judge between 

them. See Romans 12:17) 
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3. What do we learn about God and His ability to answer our 

prayers, even prayers that seem impossible? (1 Samuel 1:26-

28 God is able to answer all kinds of prayers and requests, 

because He is God Almighty and nothing is impossible for 

Him. He was also able to give us the miraculous gift of the 

child Jesus, through Mary, as a virgin.) 

4. What do we learn from Hannah about keeping our vows?         

(1 Samuel 1:26-28 If we make a promise to God, we need to 

be faithful to the Lord and do what we have promised. See 

Ecclesiastes 5:4-5) 

5. What response should come from our heart when see the 

kindness of the Lord and His answers to prayer? (1 Samuel 

2:1-10 We, like Hannah, should overflow with praise for the 

Lord’s goodness and His glory. If we do not have joy, then we 

must look again at all of the ways that the Lord blesses us.) 

6. Is God ready to give us what we ask for? (When we ask God 

for things that will bring glory to His Name and are according 

to His will, He is eager to answer us; but when we pray 

selfishly, He does not hear our prayers. See James 4:2-3) 

7. Compare Hannah's two prayers in the story. What do you 

learn from them? (Hannah's first prayer was out of the 

emptiness of her heart as she cried out to the Lord and shared 

her pain with Him. Her second prayer was a prayer out of the 

fullness of joy in her heart expressing her thankfulness and 

praise to the Lord.  We should also pray in both situations; 

when we are empty, and when we are full.) 
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20. Saul Rejected and David Anointed  
1 Samuel 15-16 

 

1 Samuel 15  
1 
Samuel said to Saul, 

2 
“This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘I will 

punish the Amalekites for what they did to Israel when they waylaid 

them as they came up from Egypt. 
3 
Now go, attack the Amalekites and 

totally destroy everything that belongs to them. Do not spare them; put 

to death men and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, camels 

and donkeys.’” 
4 
So Saul summoned the men—two hundred thousand 

foot soldiers and ten thousand men from Judah. 
7 
Then Saul attacked 

the Amalekites. 
8 
He took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and all 

his people he totally destroyed with the sword. 
9 
But Saul and the army 

spared Agag and the best of the sheep and cattle, the fat calves and 

lambs—everything that was good. These they were unwilling to 

destroy completely, but everything that was despised and weak they 

totally destroyed.  

 
10 

Then the word of the LORD came to Samuel: 
11 

“I am grieved that I 

have made Saul king, because he has turned away from me and has not 

carried out my instructions.” Samuel was troubled, and he cried out to 

the LORD all that night. 
12 

Early in the morning Samuel got up and went 

to meet Saul, but he was told, “Saul has gone to Carmel. There he has 

set up a monument in his own honor and has turned and gone on down 

to Gilgal.” 
13 

When Samuel reached him, Saul said, “The LORD bless 

you! I have carried out the LORD’s instructions.” 
14 

But Samuel said, 

“What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears? What is this lowing of 

cattle that I hear?” 
15 

Saul answered, “The soldiers brought them from 

the Amalekites; they spared the best of the sheep and cattle to sacrifice 

to the LORD your God, but we totally destroyed the rest.” 
16 

“Stop!” 

Samuel said to Saul. “Let me tell you what the LORD said to me last 

night.” “Tell me,” Saul replied. 
17 

Samuel said, “Although you were 

once small in your own eyes, did you not become the head of the tribes 

of Israel? The LORD anointed you king over Israel. 
18 

And he sent you 

on a mission, saying, ‘Go and completely destroy those wicked people, 

the Amalekites.’ 
19 

Why did you not obey the LORD? Why did you 

pounce on the plunder and do evil in the eyes of the LORD?” 
20 

“But I 

did obey the LORD,” Saul said. “I went on the mission the LORD 

assigned me. I completely destroyed the Amalekites and brought back 

Agag their king. 
21 

The soldiers took sheep and cattle from the plunder, 

the best of what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them to the 

LORD your God at Gilgal.” 
22 

But Samuel replied: “Does the LORD 

delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice 

of the LORD? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than 

the fat of rams. 
23 

For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and 
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arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected the word 

of the LORD, he has rejected you as king.” 
24 

Then Saul said to Samuel, 

“I have sinned. I violated the LORD’s command and your instructions. I 

was afraid of the people and so I gave in to them. 
25 

Now I beg you, 

forgive my sin and come back with me, so that I may worship the 

LORD.” 
26 

But Samuel said to him, “I will not go back with you. You 

have rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD has rejected you as 

king over Israel!” 
35 

Until the day Samuel died, he did not go to see 

Saul again, though Samuel mourned for him. And the LORD was 

grieved that he had made Saul king over Israel.  

 

1 Samuel 16 
1 
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I 

have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on 

your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one 

of his sons to be king.” 
2 
But Samuel said, “How can I go? Saul will 

hear about it and kill me.” The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and 

say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 
3 
Invite Jesse to the 

sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the 

one I indicate.” 
4 
Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at 

Bethlehem, he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 

sacrifice. 
6 
When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely 

the LORD’s anointed stands here before the LORD.” 
7 
But the LORD said 

to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have 

rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man 

looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”              
8 
Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But 

Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this one either.” 
10 

Jesse had 

seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The 

LORD has not chosen these.” 
11 

So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the 

sons you have?” “There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered, “but he 

is tending the sheep.” Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down 

until he arrives.” 
12 

So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, 

with a fine appearance and handsome features. Then the LORD said, 

“Rise and anoint him; he is the one.” 
13 

So Samuel took the horn of oil 

and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on 

the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power. 
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Study Questions: Saul Rejected and David Anointed  
1 Samuel 15-16 

 

Introduction: 
After Samuel had grown up, he became the Judge and Prophet of Israel. 

When the Israelites demanded a king to lead them, God led him to 

anoint Saul as their first king. Samuel frequently spoke God’s words to 

King Saul and he was there to counsel and correct him when he went 

astray. However, King Saul disobeyed God’s instructions, so he lost 

God’s approval him as king. Therefore, God directed Samuel to anoint 

another man to be the king over Israel. This was the young shepherd 

boy named David, a man after God’s own heart. David was the first in 

the linage of kings that led to Jesus who reigns as the eternal King.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To realize that God knows what is in our hearts and that it 

is impossible to hide from Him.   

- To understand that when we go against the Lord’s 

instructions, we will suffer the judgment of God. 

Attitude  

- To repent of our arrogance and rebellion.  

- To be humble and a man after God’s own heart. 

Actions  

- To walk in faithful uncompromising obedience to God’s 

leading in our lives and not follow our own wisdom. 

- To look at things through the Lord’s perspective of the 

heart rather than the outward appearance. 

 

Memory Verse:   

1 Samuel 16:7 “The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. 

Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:   

2 Samuel 7:12-13; Psalm 51:10; 139:23-24; Proverbs 16:18; Ezekiel 

36:26; Matthew 15:17-20 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. What did God command King Saul to do to the Amalekites? 

(1 Samuel 15:3 God commanded Saul to attack them and 

totally destroy everything that belonged to them) 

2. Did Saul obey the command of God? (1 Samuel 15:8-9 No. 

Although he did attack them and kill most of them, he spared 

king Agag and the best of the sheep and the cattle---everything 

that was good. He planned to sacrifice these to the Lord, 
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which he thought would be good, but it was really 

disobedience to God.) 

3. How did God respond to Saul’s disobedience? (1 Samuel 

15:11 He was grieved that He had made Saul king.) 

4. To whom did Saul give the glory for the defeat of the 

Amalekites? (1 Samuel 15:12 Saul took the glory for himself 

by setting up a monument in his own honor.) 

5. Why did Saul think that he had done a good thing by keeping 

the sheep and cattle? (1 Samuel 15:13 Saul planned to offer 

them as sacrifices, which he thought was a “good reason” to 

disobey. But, God was looking for complete obedience. “To 

obey is better than sacrifice” 1 Samuel 15:22b) 

6. What reason did Saul give for not destroying the best sheep 

and cattle? (1 Samuel 15:15, 21 Saul said that they saved the 

best of everything to sacrifice them to the Lord.) 

7. What did Samuel accuse Saul of doing? (1 Samuel 15:19 

Samuel accused Saul disobeying the Lord, because he 

pounced on the plunder and did not destroy everything that 

belonged to the Amalekites.) 

8. What did Samuel say was better than offering sacrifices to the 

Lord? (1 Samuel 15:22 Samuel told Saul that to obey is better 

than sacrifice.) 

9. What did Saul say after realizing his error? (1 Samuel 15:24-

25 Saul admitted that he had sinned and asked for forgiveness. 

He said that he had disobeyed the Lord’s command because he 

was afraid of the people.) 

10. What was the consequence for Saul’s disobedience?              

(1 Samuel 15:26 The Lord rejected Saul as king over Israel.) 

11. Why did God send Samuel to Jesse of Bethlehem? (1 Samuel 

16:1 To anoint one of his sons as the new king over Israel.) 

12. How would Samuel know which of Jesse’s sons he should 

anoint? (1 Samuel 16:3 God said that He would indicate the 

one who was to be anointed.) 

13. What did Samuel think of Eliab when he first saw him?             

(1 Samuel 16:6 “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here before 

the Lord.”) 

14.  How did God reply to Samuel? (1 Samuel 16:7 The Lord does 

not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward 

appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.) 

15. Who did God chose to be king? (1 Samuel 16:12-13 David, 

the youngest of the sons of Jesse.) 

Application Questions: 
1. What is God’s view of a heart that seeks to be better than most 

people? (1 Samuel 15:8-11 God does not desire a heart that is 
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partially devoted to Him or better than most people. God 

wants complete obedience.) 

2. In what ways do we fail to obey the Lord completely in things 

that He has called us to? (1 Samuel 15:22 We disobey the 

Lord when we only do a portion of what He asks, when we put 

ourselves before Him and when we fear people or consider 

what they think as if more important than the Lord.) 

3. In what ways do we fear people and give in to them, or what 

ways do we stand for what is right, even if people hate us? (1 

Samuel 15:24 Saul said he was afraid of the people so he gave 

in to them. We do the same when we don’t speak against sin, 

when we look the other way when someone is wrong or when 

we fail to stand up for someone who was treated wrong.)       

4. What are the consequences that we face when we disobey the 

Lord? (1 Samuel 15:23 Saul lost the kingdom although he 

continued to rule for many years. We also loose the kingdom 

of heaven when we continue in disobedience toward the Lord. 

Only the mercy of Jesus allows us to enter God’s kingdom.) 

5. What should our response be when we see a fellow Christian 

involved in sin? (We should point out their sin to them in a 

loving way, so that they can repent and turn to the Lord.) 

6. What should we do when we recognize that our hearts are full 

of wickedness, greed, pride, or selfishness? (Psalm 51:10; 

Ezekiel 36:26 We should repent and ask God to cleanse our 

hearts and free us from our sin.) 

7. What does “Man looks at the outward appearance but the Lord 

looks at the heart” mean? (1 Samuel 16:7 People are 

impressed by what a person looks like on the outside, but God 

sees what is in a man’s heart and knows his true character. 

May God show us the hearts of people rather than their 

beauty, power, or wealth.) 

8. What do we bring before the Lord that qualifies us for His 

service? (1 Samuel 16:13 David did not have anything in 

himself that qualified him to be king except that he was a man 

after God’s own heart. Like David, it is the Spirit of the Lord 

that qualifies us and gives us the power that we need.) 

9. How do we see the Lord’s work in our lives through judgment 

like Saul or blessing like David? (Through His Spirit, He is 

actively convicting us of sin, comforting us and giving us His 

power. 
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21.   David Spares Saul 
1 Samuel 23 - 24 

 

1 Samuel 23 
14 

David stayed in the desert strongholds and in the hills of the Desert. 

Day after day Saul searched for him, but God did not give David into 

his hands. 
15 

While David was at Horesh, he learned that Saul had come 

out to take his life. 
16 

And Saul’s son Jonathan went to David at Horesh 

and helped him find strength in God. 
17 

“Don’t be afraid,” he said. “My 

father Saul will not lay a hand on you. You will be king over Israel, and 

I will be second to you. Even my father Saul knows this.” 
18 

The two of 

them made a covenant before the LORD. Then Jonathan went home, but 

David remained at Horesh.  

 
25 

Saul and his men began the search, and when David was told about it, 

he went down to the rock and stayed in the Desert of Maon. When Saul 

heard this, he went into the Desert of Maon in pursuit of David. 
26 

Saul 

was going along one side of the mountain, and David and his men were 

on the other side, hurrying to get away from Saul. As Saul and his 

forces were closing in on David and his men to capture them, 
27 

a 

messenger came to Saul, saying, “Come quickly! The Philistines are 

raiding the land.” 
28 

Then Saul broke off his pursuit of David and went 

to meet the Philistines. 
29 

And David went up from there and lived in 

the strongholds of En Gedi. 

 

1 Samuel 24 
1 
After Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was told, “David 

is in the Desert of En Gedi.” 
2 
So Saul took three thousand chosen men 

from all Israel and set out to look for David and his men. 
3 
He came to 

the sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, and Saul went in to 

relieve himself. David and his men were far back in the cave. 
4 
The men 

said, “This is the day the LORD spoke of when he said to you, ‘I will 

give your enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you wish.’” 

Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul’s robe.           
5 
Afterward, David said to his men, “The LORD forbid that I should do 

such a thing to my master, the LORD’s anointed, or lift my hand against 

him; for he is the anointed of the LORD.” 
7 
With these words David 

rebuked his men and did not allow them to attack Saul. And Saul left 

the cave and went his way.  

 
8 
Then David went out of the cave and called out to Saul, “My lord the 

king!” When Saul looked behind him, David bowed down and 

prostrated himself with his face to the ground. 
9 
He said to Saul, “Why 

do you listen when men say, ‘David is bent on harming you’? 
10 

This 

day you have seen with your own eyes how the LORD delivered you 
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into my hands in the cave. Some urged me to kill you, but I spared you; 

I said, ‘I will not lift my hand against my master, because he is the 

LORD’s anointed.’ 
11 

See, my father, look at this piece of your robe in 

my hand! I cut off the corner of your robe but did not kill you. Now 

understand and recognize that I am not guilty of wrongdoing or 

rebellion. I have not wronged you, but you are hunting me down to take 

my life. 
12 

May the LORD judge between you and me. And may the 

LORD avenge the wrongs you have done to me, but my hand will not 

touch you. 
14 

Against whom has the king of Israel come out? Whom are 

you pursuing? A dead dog? A flea? 
15 

May the LORD be our judge and 

decide between us. May he consider my cause and uphold it; may he 

vindicate me by delivering me from your hand.”  

 
16 

When David finished saying this, Saul asked, “Is that your voice, 

David my son?” And he wept aloud. 
17 

“You are more righteous than 

I,” he said. “You have treated me well, but I have treated you badly.        
18 

You have just now told me of the good you did to me; the LORD 

delivered me into your hands, but you did not kill me. 
19 

When a man 

finds his enemy, does he let him get away unharmed? May the LORD 

reward you well for the way you treated me today. 
20 

I know that you 

will surely be king and that the kingdom of Israel will be established in 

your hands. 
21 

Now swear to me by the LORD that you will not cut off 

my descendants or wipe out my name from my father’s family.” 
22 

So 

David gave his oath to Saul. Then Saul returned home, but David and 

his men went up to the stronghold. 
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Study Questions: David Spares Saul  
1 Samuel 23 - 24 

 

Introduction: 
Saul continued to rule over the land of Israel for some years after David 

was anointed to be the next king. David served in Saul’s army and 

gained a high rank because of his success in battle (1 Sam 18:5). 

However, David became very popular with the people because of his 

military success, and Saul became jealous of him. As a result, Saul tried 

to kill David by sending him on difficult military missions, but David 

always won the battles. Eventually, Saul tried to kill David in person, 

so David was forced to run away. Saul used his army to chase after 

David and the men who had joined him. Saul spent years chasing after 

David. Throughout all of this time, David remained respectful to the 

Lord and to Saul as the Lord’s Anointed. Saul continued to rule the 

land of Israel until the Lord Himself removed him when he died in 

battle. These hard years were the years of preparation David needed to 

be a good king.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To understand that God alone is the true Judge of people’s 

hearts and we would stand condemned apart from Jesus. 

- To realize that the Lord is the one that puts people in 

positions of authority, he is the one that gives rewards. 

Attitude  

- To have grace, forgiveness, patience and self-control 

because the Lord has shown the same to us. 

- To trust the Lord as our protector. 

Actions  

- To forgive our enemy rather than to repay evil with evil. 

- To use times of waiting as training ground for the 

unknown future that God has planned. 

 

Memory Verses:   

Psalm 50:15 “Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, 

and you will honor me.” 

Matthew 5:43-44 “You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor 

and hate your enemy.' But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for 

those who persecute you.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:   

Deuteronomy 32:35; Matthew 5:21-22, 43-48; 7:12; Romans 12:17-21 
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Questions about the Story: 

1. Why did David stay in the desert strongholds and in the hills 

of the desert? (1 Samuel 23:14-15 David was hiding from 

Saul, because Saul was searching for him to kill him.) 

2. What did Jonathan say to David to encourage him to trust in 

God? (1 Samuel 23:16-17 Jonathan assured David of his own 

loyalty to him as his friend. He also reminded David of the 

anointing from God that David would be king over Israel 

someday.) 

3. What happened that allowed David and his men to escape as 

Saul and his men were about to capture them? (1 Samuel 

23:26-27 A messenger came saying that the army was needed 

immediately to fight against the Philistines.) 

4. Why did Saul enter the cave where David and his men were 

hiding? (1 Samuel 24:3 Saul entered the cave to relieve 

himself.) 

5. What advice did David’s men give him? (1 Samuel 24:4 They 

said that God had delivered David’s enemy to him and that 

David should kill him.) 

6. Did David agree with the advice of his men to kill Saul?           

(1 Samuel 24:5-7 David refused the advice of his men and 

would not kill the one whom God had anointed to be king.) 

7. Why did David cut off the corner of Saul’s robe? (1 Samuel 

24:4 He wanted to show Saul that he could have killed him, 

but that he chose not to.) 

8. Why did David refuse to kill Saul? (1 Samuel 24:4 Even 

though David knew he would eventually become king, he also 

knew that Saul was anointed by God to be the first king of 

Israel, so he respected him. He knew that God could remove 

him when the time was right. David knew he would become 

king according to the Lord’s timing.) 

9. What did David say to Saul when he came out of the cave?           

(1 Samuel 24:8-15 David confronted Saul and asked why he 

was listening to men who were spreading lies about him. 

David pointed out that he could have killed Saul but chose 

instead to spare his life, thus showing his loyalty to the king.) 

10. What was Saul’s response to David’s plea of innocence?             

(1 Samuel 24:16 He wept.) 

11. What did Saul do when he realized that David did not want to 

kill him or cause harm to him? (1 Samuel 24:17-22 Saul left 

David with a blessing and returned home.) 
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Application Questions: 
1. What enemy is pursuing us? (1 Samuel 23:14-15 Your enemy 

the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 

someone to devour. 1 Peter 5:8) 

2. How is the Lord able to encourage us even in the hardest times 

of life? (1 Samuel 23:16-17 The Lord brought David’s good 

friend Jonathan to encourage him to find strength in God and 

He brings people alongside of us to do the same.) 

3. How else does God deliver us from trials or strengthen us for 

the trials? (1 Samuel 23:27-29; 24:5-7, 18-20 He can deliver 

us through a circumstance like the messenger, or by hiding us, 

or He can deliver us by “judging between” us correctly. We 

would be judged guilty because of our sins, but He delivers us 

through Jesus.) 

4. What does it mean for someone to be anointed? (1 Samuel 

24:5, 10 The Lord’s anointed is the one that had oil poured 

over his head by a prophet. Samuel the prophet anointed Saul 

as the first king and a short time later Samuel anointed David 

as the next king. To be anointed means that a person is God’s 

chosen.) 

5. How does the Lord use difficult times to prepare us for the 

future? (1 Samuel 24:20 They grow us in humility, 

dependence on the Lord, faith in His protection and His 

provision.)  

6. How should we treat our enemies?  Should we treat them 

badly when they treat us badly? (Read Romans 12:17-21, 

Luke 6:27-28 We must love our enemies and pray for those 

that mistreat us. That is how the Lord has treated us. “While 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8) 

7. Who are our enemies and how can we forgive them?              

(1 Samuel 24:10, 15 We can forgive them because God is the 

final judge. To forgive someone is to return to God the 

judgment that is His alone.) 

8. Did David do the right thing to spare Saul’s life? (1 Samuel 

24:4 Yes. David let God be the Judge and did not impatiently 

kill the one God had anointed as king.) 
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22.   Solomon Asks for Wisdom  
1 Kings 3 

 

1 Kings 3  
3 
Solomon showed his love for the LORD by walking according to the 

statutes of his father David, except that he offered sacrifices and burned 

incense on the high places. 
4 
The king went to Gibeon to offer 

sacrifices, for that was the most important high place, and Solomon 

offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 
5 
At Gibeon the LORD 

appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said, “Ask 

for whatever you want me to give you.” 
6 
Solomon answered, “You 

have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because 

he was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have 

continued this great kindness to him and have given him a son to sit on 

his throne this very day. 
7 
Now, O LORD my God, you have made your 

servant king in place of my father David. But I am only a little child 

and do not know how to carry out my duties. 
8 
Your servant is here 

among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to 

count or number. 
9 
So give your servant a discerning heart to govern 

your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is 

able to govern this great people of yours?”  

 
10 

The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 
11 

So God said 

to him, “Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth 

for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for 

discernment in administering justice, 
12 

I will do what you have asked. I 

will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have 

been anyone like you, nor will there ever be. 
13 

Moreover, I will give 

you what you have not asked for—both riches and honor—so that in 

your lifetime you will have no equal among kings. 
14 

And if you walk 

in my ways and obey my statutes and commands as David your father 

did, I will give you a long life.” 
15 

Then Solomon awoke—and he 

realized it had been a dream. He returned to Jerusalem, stood before the 

ark of the Lord’s covenant and sacrificed burnt offerings and 

fellowship offerings. Then he gave a feast for all his court.  

 
16 

Now two prostitutes came to the king and stood before him. 
17 

One of 

them said, “My lord, this woman and I live in the same house. I had a 

baby while she was there with me. 
18 

The third day after my child was 

born, this woman also had a baby. We were alone; there was no one in 

the house but the two of us. 
19 

“During the night this woman’s son died 

because she lay on him. 
20 

So she got up in the middle of the night and 

took my son from my side while I your servant was asleep. She put him 

by her breast and put her dead son by my breast. 
21 

The next morning, I 

got up to nurse my son—and he was dead! But when I looked at him 
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closely in the morning light, I saw that it wasn’t the son I had borne.”  
22 

The other woman said, “No! The living one is my son; the dead one 

is yours.” But the first one insisted, “No! The dead one is yours; the 

living one is mine. “And so they argued before the king.  

 
23 

The king said, “This one says, ‘My son is alive and your son is dead,’ 

while that one says, ‘No! Your son is dead and mine is alive.’” 
24 

Then 

the king said, “Bring me a sword.” So they brought a sword for the 

king. 
25 

He then gave an order: “Cut the living child in two and give 

half to one and half to the other.” 
26 

The woman whose son was alive 

was filled with compassion for her son and said to the king, “Please, 

my lord, give her the living baby! Don’t kill him!” But the other said, 

“Neither I nor you shall have him. Cut him in two!” 
27 

Then the king 

gave his ruling: “Give the living baby to the first woman. Do not kill 

him; she is his mother.” 
28 

When all Israel heard the verdict the king 

had given, they held the king in awe, because they saw that he had 

wisdom from God to administer justice. 
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Study Questions: Solomon asks for Wisdom  
1 Kings 3 

 

Introduction: 
King David ruled over the land of Israel for 40 years. He was one of the 

best kings that Israel ever had. When King David was about to die, he 

chose his son Solomon to reign as the new king in his place. Being the 

king of Israel gave Solomon great privileges, but it also gave him many 

great responsibilities. Solomon now had to oversee the empire that was 

established by his father.  Therefore, Solomon asked the Lord for the 

one thing that he needed to serve as king: wisdom.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To recognize that wisdom is a gift from the Lord and He 

is the author of the Truth.  

- To realize that apart from God’s gifts to us we would 

have no abilities or purpose, but in Him we have these.   

- To realize that God wants to give good gifts to His 

children and He wants to prosper them.  

Attitude  

- To love justice and honor those that judge well.   

- To believe that God is faithful in providing for us, even 

when we are in great need. 

Actions  

- To speak the truth, defend the truth, and judge wisely in 

the responsibilities that God has given to us. 

 

Memory Verses:   

1 Kings 3:9 “So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your 

people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to 

govern this great people of yours?” 

James 1:5 “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives 

generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:   

Proverbs 17:23; 24:23-25; 29:4; 31:8-9; Philippians 2:3-4; James 1:5-8 
 

Questions about the Story: 
1. How did Solomon show his love for the Lord? (1 Kings 3:3 

Solomon showed his love for the Lord by living according to 

the principles of his father, King David, who was a man after 

God’s own heart.) 

2. What did Solomon go to do at the high place in Gibeon?           

(1 Kings 3:4 Solomon went to offer sacrifices to God.) 
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3. How many sacrifices did Solomon offer at Gibeon? (1 Kings 

3:4 Solomon offered 1,000 burnt offerings on the altar at 

Gibeon.) 

4. What did God say to Solomon in a dream? (1 Kings 3:5 “Ask 

for whatever you want me to give you.”) 

5. What did Solomon ask for? (1 Kings 3:9 Solomon asked God 

for “a discerning heart to govern your people and to 

distinguish between right and wrong.”) 

6. Was Solomon’s request pleasing to God? Did God grant his 

request? (1 Kings 3:10-14 The Lord was delighted in 

Solomon’s request because his request was not a selfish one to 

benefit himself, but a request that would help him to lead the 

people well.) 

7. What did God give Solomon that he had not asked for?             

(1 Kings 3:13 The Lord gave Solomon riches and honor in 

addition to the wisdom he asked for.) 

8. God told Solomon he would have a long life if he did what?  

(1 Kings 3:14 If he would continue to walk in the ways of the 

Lord and obey His laws.) 

9. What was the case that the two prostitutes brought before 

Solomon? (1 Kings 3:16-22 One of the prostitutes accused the 

other of stealing her own living baby boy and replacing it with 

her own dead one. Both claimed to be the mother of the living 

son.) 

10. How did Solomon determine which of the two women was the 

mother of the living child? (1 Kings 3:23-27 Solomon ordered 

that they cut the child in two and give half to one woman and 

half to the other. The baby’s mother had compassion on her 

son begged that he not be killed. This revealed her to be the 

true mother of the child.) 

11. What made the people realize that Solomon had been given 

wisdom from God? (1 Kings 3:28 He was able to properly and 

precisely administer justice.) 

 

Application Questions: 
1. What would you ask God for if you were given the choice that 

Solomon was given? 

2. What can we learn from Solomon’s attitude?  (1 Kings 3:7-9 

He was a ruler, yet humble enough to realize his weakness and 

ask God for help to rule well. His request was not selfish. He 

desired the best for the people and for the Lord.) 

3. What can we learn about God’s ability and desire to give 

gifts? (1 Kings 3:5, 10 The Lord invited Solomon to ask for 

anything and was pleased when he asked for that which would 

benefit others. The Lord is able to give anything we ask, but 
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He waits for us to seek Him with pure motives and according 

to His will. James1:5, 4:3) 

4. Where do the abilities that we have come from? (1 Kings 3:7-

14 Everything that we have is a gift from the Lord. Solomon 

showed that by referring to himself as a servant and the people 

as God’s. He requested discernment from the Lord and the 

Lord promised to give him riches, honor and a possible long 

life.) 

5. What ways do we also need discerning hearts in our lives? (1 

Kings 3:9, 22 We also need discernment from the Lord in 

every area of our lives. We need the Lord to show us right 

from wrong, to settle disputes or govern those under us. Truth 

comes from God and He is Truth. Jesus is that Truth. John 

14:6) 

6. What do we learn from Solomon’s wisdom as he settled the 

case of the two prostitutes? How do we live that out? (1 Kings 

3:16-27 Solomon wanted to know the truth.  He did not give 

the baby to the woman who gave him the most money or 

argued the loudest, but he worked to find the baby’s true 

mother. Proverbs 17:23) 

7. What kind of people should we be? What have you learned 

from this story? (We should be humble and seek to learn what 

the truth is.  We should not be greedy and selfish, only looking 

for our own gain, but we should defend the poor and needy. 

Proverbs 31:8-9) 

8. What does it mean to “administer justice”, 1 Kings 3:28? (To 

judge the people fairly, punishing the wrongdoer and setting 

the innocent free.) 

9. Why is justice important to the Lord? (The Lord loves all 

people equally and upholds truth and honesty. See Proverbs 

24:23-25; 29:4) 
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23.   Elijah on Mt. Carmel  
1 Kings 17 & 18 

 

1 Kings 17 
1 
Now Elijah said to Ahab, “As the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, 

whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years 

except at my word.” 
2 
Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah: 

3 

“Leave here, turn eastward and hide in the Kerith Ravine, east of the 

Jordan. 
4 
You will drink from the brook, and I have ordered the ravens 

to feed you there.” 
5 
So he did what the LORD had told him. 

6 
The 

ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and bread and meat 

in the evening, and he drank from the brook. 

 

1 Kings 18 
1 
After a long time, in the third year, the word of the LORD came to 

Elijah: “Go and present yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the 

land.” 
2 
So Elijah went to present himself to Ahab. 

17 
When he saw 

Elijah, he said to him, “Is that you, you troubler of Israel?” 
18 

“I have 

not made trouble for Israel,” Elijah replied. “But you and your father’s 

family have. You have abandoned the LORD’s commands and have 

followed the Baals. 
19 

Now summon the people from all over Israel to 

meet me on Mount Carmel. And bring the four hundred and fifty 

prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah.”  

 
20 

So Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and assembled the prophets 

on Mount Carmel. 
21 

Elijah went before the people and said, “How long 

will you waver between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; 

but if Baal is God, follow him.” But the people said nothing. 
22 

Then 

Elijah said to them, “I am the only one of the LORD’s prophets left, but 

Baal has four hundred and fifty prophets. 
23 

Get two bulls for us. Let 

them choose one for themselves, and let them cut it into pieces and put 

it on the wood but not set fire to it. I will prepare the other bull and put 

it on the wood but not set fire to it. 
24 

Then you call on the name of your 

god, and I will call on the name of the LORD. The god who answers by 

fire—he is God.” Then all the people said, “What you say is good.”  

 
26 

So they took the bull given them and prepared it. Then they called on 

the name of Baal from morning till noon. “O Baal, answer us!” they 

shouted. But there was no response; no one answered. And they danced 

around the altar they had made. 
27 

At noon Elijah began to taunt them. 

“Shout louder!” he said. “Surely he is a god! Perhaps he is deep in 

thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is sleeping and must be 

awakened.” 
28 

So they shouted louder and slashed themselves with 

swords and spears, as was their custom, until their blood flowed.          
29 

Midday passed, and they continued their frantic prophesying until the 
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time for the evening sacrifice. But there was no response, no one 

answered, no one paid attention.  

 
30 

Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come here to me.” They came to 

him, and he repaired the altar of the LORD, which was in ruins 
32 

and he 

dug a trench around it large enough to hold two seahs of seed. 
33 

He 

arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces and laid it on the wood. 

Then he said to them, “Fill four large jars with water and pour it on the 

offering and on the wood.” 
34 

“Do it again,” he said, and they did it 

again. “Do it a third time,” he ordered, and they did it the third time.           
35 

The water ran down around the altar and even filled the trench. 
36 

At 

the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: “O 

LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you 

are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have done all these 

things at your command. 
37 

Answer me, O LORD, answer me, so these 

people will know that you, O LORD, are God, and that you are turning 

their hearts back again.” 
38 

Then the fire of the LORD fell and burned up 

the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the soil, and also licked up the 

water in the trench.  

 
39 

When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, “The 

LORD—he is God! The LORD—he is God!” 
40 

Then Elijah commanded 

them, “Seize the prophets of Baal. Don’t let anyone get away!” They 

seized them, and Elijah had them brought down to the Kishon Valley 

and slaughtered there. 
41 

And Elijah said to Ahab, “Go, eat and drink, 

for there is the sound of a heavy rain.” 
42 

So Ahab went off to eat and 

drink, but Elijah climbed to the top of Carmel, bent down to the ground 

and put his face between his knees. 
43 

“Go and look toward the sea,” he 

told his servant. And he went up and looked. “There is nothing there,” 

he said. Seven times Elijah said, “Go back.” 
44 

The seventh time the 

servant reported, “A cloud as small as a man’s hand is rising from the 

sea.” So Elijah said, “Go and tell Ahab, ‘Hitch up your chariot and go 

down before the rain stops you.’” 
45 

Meanwhile, the sky grew black 

with clouds, the wind rose, a heavy rain came on and Ahab rode off to 

Jezreel. 
46 

The power of the LORD came upon Elijah and, tucking his 

cloak into his belt, he ran ahead of Ahab all the way to Jezreel. 
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Study Questions: Elijah on Mt. Carmel  
1 Kings 18 

 

Introduction: 

After Solomon’s reign, Israel was divided into two separate nations: the 

northern kingdom, which kept the name Israel, and the southern 

kingdom, which was called Judah. Many of the kings of the two nations 

were very evil, so God sent prophets to speak to them in hope that some 

people might repent and turn back to Him. Elijah was one of those 

prophets God sent during this time of rebellion and confusion. He lived 

during the reign of the wicked king Ahab of the Northern Kingdom. 

Elijah was a mighty man of God and was used by God to direct many 

people to the Lord. This contest on Mount Carmel points to a future 

contest between Satan and Jesus on Mount Golgatha. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To acknowledge that there is no God like the Lord God. 

His ways are opposite of man’s ways. 

- To recognize that the battle won on Mount Carmel is 

parallel to the battle won on the cross. He alone seeks to 

turn our hearts back again. 

- To understand that God is faithful, both in times of 

blessing and in times of judgment. 

Attitude  

- To repent of hearts that waver between opinions. 

- To fear and love the Lord. He is all-powerful. 

Actions  

- To return to the Lord’s commands..   

- To pray to the Lord with faith and confidence.   

 

Memory Verses:  

James 5:17-18 
“
Elijah was a man just like us. He prayed earnestly that 

it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half 

years. Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth 

produced its crops.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:   

Exodus 34:14; Matthew 6:24; Hebrews 5:7; Revelation 3:15-16 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. What punishment did Elijah announce to King Ahab? (1 Kings 

17:1 That there would be no dew or rain in the next years.) 

2. How did God provide for Elijah during the drought? (1 Kings 

17:2-6 The Lord provided for Elijah by leading him to a small 
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stream for water and by sending ravens to bring him bread and 

meat.) 

3. What did Ahab say to Elijah when he saw him again? (1 Kings 

18:17 “Is that you, you troubler of Israel?”) 

4. What did Elijah say was the reason that trouble had come to 

Israel? (1 Kings 18:18 The trouble had come to Israel because 

the king and his family had sinned and turned away from the 

Lord.) 

5. How did Elijah rebuke the lifestyle of the people? (1 Kings 

18:21 Elijah called out to the people saying, “How long will 

you waver between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow 

Him; but if Baal is God, follow him.”) 

6. Why was Elijah’s contest a good one for determining who was 

the true God? (1 Kings 18:22-24 Both Baal and God were 

thought to be powerful. The contest gave both God and Baal 

the same chance to show their power, and the people would all 

see who won.) 

7. What did the prophets of Baal do to try to get Baal to hear 

them? (1 Kings 18:26-29 They shouted loud and danced 

wildly around the altar. When that didn’t work, they slashed 

themselves with swords and spears until their blood flowed.) 

8. Why did the 450 prophets of Baal fail to get Baal to produce 

fire for them? (1 Kings 18:26-29 The prophets of Baal failed 

to receive fire because the Lord God is the only true God.) 

9. Why did Elijah dig a trench around the altar and pour water 

over the sacrifice? (1 Kings 18:30-35 He wanted there to be no 

doubt about how powerful God is, and that the fire that fell 

was truly from Him.) 

10. What happened after Elijah prayed? (1 Kings 18:36-38 After 

Elijah prayed, the Lord sent down fire from heaven that 

burned up everything: the altar, the sacrifice, and even the 

water in the trench) 

11. What was the response of the people who saw this happen?                 

(1 Kings 18:39 The people fell flat on the ground and cried: 

The Lord, He is God.) 

12. What happened to the 450 prophets of Baal? (1 Kings 18:40 

The prophets of Baal were killed.) 

13. How many times did Elijah pray for the rains before they 

came? (1 Kings 18:43 Elijah prayed seven times for the rain to 

come.) 

14. Once the rain came in its fury, what did Elijah do by the 

power of the Lord? (1 Kings 18:46 Elijah tucked his cloak into 

his belt, and ran ahead of Ahab’s chariot all the way to 

Jezreel.) 

 



 142 

Application Questions: 
1. Why did God send the long drought on Israel? (1 Kings 18:18, 

37 see also Exodus 34:14) God sent the drought because Israel 

had abandoned the Lord’s commands and followed after Baal. 

Verse 37 says that He was “turning their hearts back again.”) 

2. The people “wavered between two opinions.”  What does this 

mean? (1 Kings 18:21 They would worship God, but then they 

would also go back and worship Baal. They were trying to 

serve God and Baal at the same time. The two opinions were 

that they believed in the Lord Almighty, but they also thought 

they needed to worship the local gods. They didn’t believe in 

God enough to trust Him alone.) 

3. What is God’s response when we try to serve Him and another 

god as well? What is our response? (Matthew 6:24; Revelation 

3:15-16 God hates it when we go after other gods, not only 

considering it sin, but also letting it bring destruction into our 

lives. We must repent of any double-minded thoughts.) 

4. How did the Lord display His power in dramatic ways? What 

response does that call for? (He allowed for 3 years of 

drought, ravens to feed Elisha, fire that burned the water, the 

heavy rain AND the hearts of the crowd turning back to God. 

We must fear and love God above all other gods.) 

5. How can we know whether God will do what He says He will 

do as seen in this story? (The drought was as He said it would 

be, He provided food for Elisha, He sent down the fire and He 

sent the rain.) 

6. How will people today realize that the Lord is the true God 

and begin to worship him instead of man’s idols? (They must 

see that the Lord God is powerful and can change lives. He is 

able to do more than we could ever expect, but other gods do 

not satisfy the true desires of a person’s heart.) 

7. How does the battle at Mount Carmel parallel the battle on the 

cross at Golgotha. (1 Kings 18:37-39 The battle for the hearts 

of people was at stake. The unbelief at Mount Carmel cost the 

life of a bull and the fire of God consumed the offering. The 

unbelief on Mount Golgotha cost the life of Jesus and the 

wrath of God was satisfied. Both times, Satan and his demons 

were defeated and the hearts of the people were turned back to 

God.) 

8. What do we learn from Elijah about the power of prayer? 

(James 5:17-18 We learn that the Lord listens to those who 

call to Him. He receives glory when He answers our prayers 

and provides for us.) 
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24.   Elisha Blinds the Arameans  
2 Kings 6:8-23 

 

2 Kings 6 
8 
Now the king of Aram was at war with Israel. After conferring with 

his officers, he said, “I will set up my camp in such and such a place.” 
9 
The man of God sent word to the king of Israel: “Beware of passing 

that place, because the Arameans are going down there.” 
10 

So the king 

of Israel checked on the place indicated by the man of God. Time and 

again Elisha warned the king, so that he was on his guard in such 

places.  
11 

This enraged the king of Aram. He summoned his officers and 

demanded of them, “Will you not tell me which of us is on the side of 

the king of Israel?”  
12 

“None of us, my lord the king,” said one of his officers, “but Elisha, 

the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the very words you 

speak in your bedroom.”  
13 

“Go, find out where he is,” the king ordered, “so I can send men and 

capture him.” The report came back: “He is in Dothan.” 
14 

Then he sent 

horses and chariots and a strong force there. They went by night and 

surrounded the city.  
15 

When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the 

next morning, an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the 

city. “Oh, my lord, what shall we do?” the servant asked.  
16 

“Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us are 

more than those who are with them.” 
17 

And Elisha prayed, “O LORD, 

open his eyes so he may see.” Then the LORD opened the servant’s 

eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire 

all around Elisha.  
18 

As the enemy came down toward him, Elisha prayed to the LORD, 

“Strike these people with blindness.” So he struck them with blindness, 

as Elisha had asked.  
19 

Elisha told them, “This is not the road and this is not the city. Follow 

me, and I will lead you to the man you are looking for.” And he led 

them to Samaria.  
20 

After they entered the city, Elisha said, “LORD, open the eyes of these 

men so they can see.” Then the LORD opened their eyes and they 

looked, and there they were, inside Samaria.  
21 

When the king of Israel saw them, he asked Elisha, “Shall I kill them, 

my father? Shall I kill them?”  
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22 
“Do not kill them,” he answered. “Would you kill men you have 

captured with your own sword or bow? Set food and water before them 

so that they may eat and drink and then go back to their master.”  
23 

So he prepared a great feast for them, and after they had finished 

eating and drinking, he sent them away, and they returned to their 

master. So the bands from Aram stopped raiding Israel’s territory. 
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Study Questions: Elisha Blinds the Arameans  
2 Kings 6 

 

Introduction: 
Elisha was trained by Elijah until Elijah was taken to heaven. Then 

Elisha became the prophet who spoke God’s messages in the Northern 

Kingdom of Israel. Elisha received a double portion of the Holy Spirit, 

who had given power to Elijah. The Holy Spirit led him, gave him 

understanding, and gave him power to do miracles. Elisha did many 

mighty things for the Lord, even though his own life was often in 

danger. He gave glory to the Lord in everything that he did and he 

taught the people about the grace and mercy of the Lord. That grace 

and mercy of the Lord comes to us as well through the cross. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To realize that God is able to protect us from our enemies 

in any situation we may face.   

- To understand that God’s presence is all around us and 

His power is greater than the physical or spiritual world. 

Attitude  

- To be confident in the Lord God Almighty.   

- To trust in God’s mercy to forgive us. 

Actions  

- To be kind to our enemies and show them the mercy of 

Jesus that we have received.  

- To live without fear of what the world or the devil might 

do to us. 

 

Memory Verse:  

Psalm 46:1 “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in 

trouble.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:   

Luke 6:27-28; Ephesians 6:10-12; James 4:7; 1 John 4:4 

  

Questions about the Story: 
1. What was the relationship between Aram and Israel during 

this time? (2 Kings 6:8 Aram was a country that was at war 

with Israel.) 

2. What made the King of Aram so angry? (2 Kings 6:11 The 

king of Aram was angry because every time he tried to make a 

surprise attack on the Israelites, they were warned of his plan 

and did not fall into his trap.  The king thought one of his 
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officials was helping Israel by sharing battle information with 

them.) 

3. What did the officials tell the King of Aram when he 

demanded to know who was helping Israel? (2 Kings 6:12 The 

officials told him that Elisha, the prophet in Israel, told the 

king of Israel everything, even the words spoken in his own 

bedroom.) 

4. What did the King of Aram decide to do to Elisha? (2 Kings 

6:13-14 The king decided to send men to capture him.) 

5. What kind of military force did the king send to capture 

Elisha? (2 Kings 6:14 A strong army of horses and chariots.) 

6. Why wasn’t Elisha afraid of the large army that had come to 

capture him? (2 Kings 6:15-17 He was aware that God also 

had His army surrounding him, and that God’s army was 

much stronger than the army that the King of Aram had sent.) 

7. What happened when Elisha asked God to open the servant’s 

eyes? (2 Kings 6:16-17 The servant was able to see the armies 

of God that were there to protect Elisha – God’s horses and 

chariots of fire.) 

8. How did God save Elisha from the army? (2 Kings 6:18 The 

Lord saved Elisha by answering his prayer and blinding those 

who had come to capture him.) 

9. Where did Elisha lead the horses and chariots of Aram that 

had come to capture him? (2 Kings 6:19-20 Elisha led them to 

the city of Samaria in Israel.) 

10. What did Elisha tell the King of Israel to do with the soldiers 

he had captured? (2 Kings 6:21-22 Elisha told the king not to 

kill them, but rather to give them food and water and then send 

them back to their master.) 

11. What was the result of the kindness that the King of Israel 

showed to the Arameans that day? (2 Kings 6:23 The bands 

from Aram stopped raiding Israel’s territory.) 

 

Application Questions: 
1. In what ways do you feel like you are surrounded or 

threatened by an attacking enemy? 

2. What is our tendency when we see an enemy surrounding us? 

What should our response be? (2 Kings 6:15 Although our 

natural response may be one of fear, ‘what shall we do?’ we 

must cry out to the Lord. He is the One who can save us.) 

3. How can we be confident of God’s presence all around us 

when we face enemies? (2 Kings 6:15-17 We can be confident 

that the God who made all things is greater than all things. The 

one who knows where the enemy hides can protect us from 
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that same enemy. We can be reminded of His presence 

through the many stories in the Bible.) 

4. How can we trust with certainty in the Lord when problems 

come to us like they did to Elisha? (2 Kings 6:16 We can be 

sure that there are more on the Lord’s side than there are on 

the side of our enemy. We can also be confident that the Lord 

our God is listening to us as we pray to Him and we can be 

sure that the one who died for us will show mercy beyond 

what Elisha showed the Arameans.) 

5. How can we be prepared to fight the spiritual forces that 

oppose us, the servants of God, who do His work? (Ephesians 

6:10-12 We must be strong in the Lord and not in our own 

strength. Even the physical battles of this world have a 

spiritual side to them. The Lord is God over both sides!) 

6. How should we treat our enemies? (Luke 6:27-28 We should 

love our enemies and show them kindness.) 
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25. Isaiah  
Isaiah 6; 53 

 

Isaiah 6 

 
1 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, 

high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. 
2 

Above 

him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered 

their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were 

flying. 
3 

And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the 

LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 
At the sound of 

their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was 

filled with smoke. 
5 

“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man 

of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes 

have seen the King, the LORD Almighty.” 
6 
Then one of the seraphs 

flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs 

from the altar. 
7 
With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has 

touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.”  

 
8 
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And 

who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 
9 
He said, “Go 

and tell this people: “‘Be ever hearing, but never understanding; be 

ever seeing, but never perceiving.’ 
10 

Make the heart of this people 

calloused; make their ears dull and close their eyes. Otherwise they 

might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their 

hearts, and turn and be healed.” 
11 

Then I said, “For how long, O 

Lord?” And he answered: “Until the cities lie ruined and without 

inhabitant, until the houses are left deserted and the fields ruined and 

ravaged, 
12 

until the LORD has sent everyone far away and the land is 

utterly forsaken. 
13 

And though a tenth remains in the land, it will again 

be laid waste. But as the terebinth and oak leave stumps when they are 

cut down, so the holy seed will be the stump in the land.” 

 

Isaiah 53  
2 
He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry 

ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his 

appearance that we should desire him. 
3 
He was despised and rejected 

by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from 

whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4 
Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we 

considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 
5 
But he 

was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds 

we are healed.  
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6 
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own 

way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
7 
He was 

oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like 

a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so 

he did not open his mouth. 
8 
By oppression and judgment he was taken 

away. And who can speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from 

the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was 

stricken. 
9 
He was assigned a grave with the wicked and with the rich in 

his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his 

mouth.  

 
10 

Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and 

though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his 

offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in 

his hand. 
11 

After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life 

and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify 

many, and he will bear their iniquities. 
12 

Therefore I will give him a 

portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, 

because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the 

transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for 

the transgressors. 
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Study Questions: Isaiah  
Isaiah 6; 53 

 

Introduction: 
Isaiah was one of the prophets who ministered to the people in the 

Southern Kingdom (Judah) in the years before the Babylonians 

conquered them. He preached a message of repentance, comfort and 

hope. He told people to repent to avoid the coming destruction, He 

comforted them with the fact that God would be with them and he 

promised them that the Messiah would come to save them. Even 

though Isaiah lived 700 years before Christ, he accurately described 

Christ’s birth by a virgin and Christ’s suffering to pay for the sins of all 

mankind. Isaiah did not do this by his own strength or power, but by 

the Lord speaking through Him. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To acknowledge that standing before a holy God leaves 

us ruined like Isaiah, yet the Lord can still cleanse us.  

- To understand that God sent His Son to take the 

punishment for our sins by His wounds we are healed.   

- To see that the calling of the Lord comes from Him and 

He alone can prepare us for that calling. 

- To realize that the Lord has been preparing for our 

salvation and told us it was coming through Isaiah. 

Attitude  

- To stand in awe of the holiness of God. 

- To praise the Lord for taking the punishment that we 

deserved upon Himself.  

Actions  

- To repent of our sins that caused Jesus death. 

- To respond to His call and go wherever he sends us.  

 

Memory Verses:   

Isaiah 53:12 “Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and 

he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life 

unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the 

sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.” 

Hebrews 10:19-22 “Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to 

enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living 

way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we 

have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God with 

a sincere heart in full assurance of faith.” 
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Scriptures for Further Study:   

Romans 5:1, 19; 8:1; 10:14-15; 1 Timothy 1:15; Hebrews 10; 1 Peter 

3:15 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. How did Isaiah describe the seraphs that he saw in his vision? 

(Isaiah 6:2 The seraphs in Isaiah’s vision each had six wings. 

With two they covered their faces, with two they flew, and 

with two they covered their feet.) 

2. What were the seraphs saying as they flew before the throne of 

God? (Isaiah 6:3 They were singing and crying out, “Holy, 

holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty.”) 

3. What was Isaiah’s response when he realized he had seen the 

Lord? (Isaiah 6:5 Isaiah said, “Woe to me! I am ruined, for I 

am a man of unclean lips and my eyes have seen the King, the 

Lord Almighty.” In the presence of a Holy God, our sins 

cannot be hidden.) 

4. What questions did God ask? (Isaiah 6:8 “Whom shall I send? 

And who will go for us?”) What was Isaiah’s response? 

(Verse 8: Isaiah said, “Here am I, send me.”) 

5. Would the people listen to Isaiah’s message? (Isaiah 6:9-12 

No, they would not listen to him and would end up being 

punished by God.) 

6. What was God’s answer to Isaiah’s question, “How long 

(should I preach)?” (Isaiah 6:11-12 Isaiah was to preach the 

Word to the people until the land had been destroyed and the 

people were carried away.) 

7. What hope was given to Isaiah together with the heavy 

message he was being asked to preach? (Isaiah 6:13 The tree 

would be cut down, but the holy seed (the future birth of the 

Messiah) would be like a stump that would remain and grow 

again.) 

8. Isaiah 53 is a prophecy about a living branch that would grow 

from the dead stump of Israel. This branch represents Jesus, 

the Messiah, who would be born many years later. What kind 

of a man was he, as described here? (Isaiah 53:2-3 The man 

described had no physical beauty or majesty; he was despised 

and rejected by men, a man of sorrows.) 

9. What did this man take onto himself for us? (Isaiah 53:3 He 

took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows.) 

10. What was going to happen to this man because of our sins and 

iniquities upon this man? (Isaiah 53:4-5 Because of our sins, 

He was to be smitten by God, pierced for our transgressions, 

and crushed by our guilt. As a result of His suffering we 

receive peace.) 
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11. How was our sinfulness described in this passage? (Isaiah 53:6 

We all like sheep have gone astray, each to his own way.) 

12. How was he like a lamb? (Isaiah 53:7 He was led away to be 

slaughtered like a lamb going to be sacrificed, yet He 

remained silent.) 

13. Why was He treated in such a terrible way? (Isaiah 53:6, 10 It 

was the Lord’s will to crush Him to pay for all our iniquities 

that were heaped on Him.) 

14. What wrong had this man done? (Isaiah 53:9 No wrong was 

found in Him. He had done no violence and had not deceived 

anyone.) 

15. What will His death accomplish? (Isaiah 53:11-12 He will 

justify many and make intercession for their transgressions.) 

 

Application Questions: 
1. God is described as holy. What does holy mean? (Set apart, 

sacred; God is separated from all other beings by His infinite 

being, perfections, wisdom, power, justice, love, goodness and 

truth, the glory of which fill the earth.) 

2. Like the seraphs that sang praises in the presence of the Lord, 

what response can we have as we encounter the glory of the 

Lord? (Isaiah 6:3 Our response can be one of adoration and 

praise, giving Him the glory from our life and actions.) 

3. When we stand before a Holy God, what does that show about 

ourselves? (Isaiah 6:5 In the presence of a holy God, we like 

Isaiah would have to cry out, “Woe is me. I am ruined.” We 

can only confess our sins and repent of our way of life.) 

4. Is God still asking the question, “Who will go for us?” today? 

(Isaiah 6:8 Yes! God is still seeking people who will go and 

tell others of the good news – Romans 10:14-15.) 

5. Does our sharing the message of God depend on the response 

of the people who hear? (Isaiah 6:8-12 No, our responsibility 

is to share and proclaim the Word of the Lord at all times and 

in all seasons no matter what the response.) 

6. What does the living branch mean for us today? (Isaiah 6:13; 

53:2 The stump which was dead came back to life. It is a 

picture of Jesus coming out of Israel, but it is also a picture of 

Jesus coming up out of our lives. The same one that was 

prophesied, who took our sins, now lives in us.) 

7. What does the work of the suffering servant described in 

Isaiah 53 mean for us? (It means that Jesus would suffer and 

be despised by men for us. He would carry our sins upon 

Himself and by His wounds we would be healed. The 

punishment that we deserved, He took.) 
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8. What is meant by these words found in Isaiah 53:5, “The 

punishment that brought us peace was upon Him.” (Because 

of the punishment that Jesus took, I am forgiven of my sins 

and at peace with God – Romans 5:1.) 

9. How do we see the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy in Jesus’ 

suffering? (He was pierced, Isaiah 53:5; John 19:34 He did not 

open His mouth (Isaiah 53:7; John 19:9), He had committed 

no sin, Isaiah 53:9; 1 John 3:5; He will justify many, Isaiah 

53:11; Romans 5:19.) 

10. “He bore the sins of many” Isaiah 53:12. What kind of hope 

does this bring for us? (We can be forgiven of our sins 

because Jesus took them upon Himself on the cross!) 

11. How should we respond to Jesus in light of what He has done 

for us? (Believe in Him and live a life for Him by telling 

others of such a great salvation. Like Isaiah we can say, “Here 

am I, send me.” See Matthew 22:37-38.) 
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26.   Daniel and the Lions  
Daniel 6 

 

Daniel 6 
  

1 
It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the 

kingdom, 
2 

with three administrators over them, one of whom was 

Daniel. 
3 
Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the 

administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king 

planned to set him over the whole kingdom. 
4 

At this, the administrators 

and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his 

conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They 

could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and 

neither corrupt nor negligent. 
5 
Finally these men said, “We will never 

find any basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it has 

something to do with the law of his God.”  

 
6 
So the administrators and the satraps went as a group to the king and 

said: “O King Darius, live forever! 
7 
The royal administrators, prefects, 

satraps, advisers and governors have all agreed that the king should 

issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god 

or man during the next thirty days, except to you, O king, shall be 

thrown into the lions’ den. 
8 
Now, O king, issue the decree and put it in 

writing so that it cannot be altered.” 
9 
So King Darius put the decree in 

writing.  

 
10 

Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he 

went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward 

Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, 

giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before. 
11 

Then these men 

went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help.            
12 

So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: 

“Did you not publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone 

who prays to any god or man except to you, O king, would be thrown 

into the lions’ den?” The king answered, “The decree stands.” 
13 

Then 

they said to the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays 

no attention to you, O king, or to the decree you put in writing. He still 

prays three times a day.” 
14 

When the king heard this, he was greatly 

distressed; he was determined to rescue Daniel and made every effort 

until sundown to save him. 
15 

Then the men went as a group to the king 

and said to him, “Remember, O king, that no decree or edict that the 

king issues can be changed.”  

 
16 

So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him 

into the lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you 

serve continually, rescue you!” 
17 

A stone was brought and placed over 
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the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring 

and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s situation might not be 

changed. 
18 

Then the king returned to his palace and spent the night 

without eating and without any entertainment being brought to him. 

And he could not sleep. 
19 

At the first light of dawn, the king got up and 

hurried to the lions’ den. 
20 

When he came near the den, he called to 

Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has 

your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you from 

the lions?” 
21 

Daniel answered, “O king, live forever! 
22 

My God sent 

his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, 

because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any 

wrong before you, O king.” 
23 

The king was overjoyed and gave orders 

to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted from the den, 

no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 
24 

At 

the king’s command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were 

brought in and thrown into the lions’ den, along with their wives and 

children. And before they reached the floor of the den, the lions 

overpowered them and crushed all their bones.  

 
25 

Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, nations and men of every 

language throughout the land: “May you prosper greatly! 
26 

“I issue a 

decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and 

reverence the God of Daniel. For he is the living God and he endures 

forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never 

end. 
27 

He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in the 

heavens and on the earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the 

lions.” 
28 

So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius. 
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Study Questions: Daniel and the Lions  
Daniel 6 

 

Introduction: 
Daniel, as a young boy, was taken to Babylon when Nebuchadnezzar 

conquered the Southern Kingdom of Judah.  He entered 

Nebuchadnezzar’s service and quickly became a well-respected leader 

as he followed the Word of the Lord. Daniel also served under King 

Belshazzar and King Darius. Throughout all of his involvement with 

the governments of Babylon and Persia, Daniel remained faithful to the 

Lord. The testimony of Daniel’s life was that he had an unwavering 

faith in the Lord and that God repeatedly saved him. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To remember that God is the living God who rescues and 

saves. That is the purpose of the cross. 

- To understand that we do not need to fear people, because 

they have no power over us. God is the only one to fear. 

Attitude  

- To trust in the Lord in the lion’s den of this world.  

- To be trustworthy and honest so God will be glorified 

through our lives. 

Actions  

- To pray for the Lord’s protection and for His glory. 

- To work as for the Lord and not for men.  

- To be a living testimony of God’s greatness so that others 

will see, hear and know Him. 

 

Memory Verse:   

Psalm 18:3 “I call to the LORD, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved 

from my enemies.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:   

Joshua 1:9; Proverbs 11:20-21; Acts 27:1– 28:16 

 

Questions about the Story: 
1. What was Daniel’s reputation? (Daniel 6:4, 16 He had 

exceptional qualities. He was trustworthy, honest and diligent. 

He was devoted to the Lord and served Him faithfully.) 

2. Why did the other administrators and satraps try to bring 

charges against Daniel? (Daniel 6:3-4 They were jealous of 

Daniel because the king planned to set him over the whole 

kingdom. He planned to do this because of Daniel’s character; 

he was much better than any of the other administrators.) 
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3. Why did the other administrators fail when they tried to bring 

charges against Daniel? (Daniel 6:4 They were unable to find 

any corruption in him; he was trustworthy, honest, and diligent 

in his work.) 

4. After failing to find fault in Daniel’s character, what plan did 

Daniel’s enemies make to arrest him? (Daniel 6:5-9 They 

planned to bring charges against Daniel by means of Daniel’s 

devotion to God. Knowing that Daniel prayed to the Lord, 

they encouraged the king to make a decree that for 30 days, no 

man was to pray to any god or man except to the king,) 

5. Daniel did not fight corruption with corruption. What did 

Daniel do when he learned of the decree of the king forbidding 

him to pray? (Daniel 6:10 According to his custom, he went 

right back to praying and trusted God to protect him.) 

6. What did the satraps report to the king about Daniel’s 

behavior? (Daniel 6:13 The satraps reported that Daniel 

disregarded the king’s orders and continued to pray three 

times a day in order to get Daniel thrown to the lions.) 

7. What was the king’s response when he found out that Daniel 

was still devoted to prayer? Why? (Daniel 6:3, 14 The king 

was greatly distressed and tried to find a way to rescue Daniel. 

He respected Daniel and had plans to give him a position over 

the whole kingdom.) 

8. What did the king say to Daniel when they threw him into the 

lions’ den? (Daniel 6:16 “May your God, whom you serve 

continually, rescue you.”) 

9. How did God rescue Daniel from the lions? (Daniel 6:21-22 

God sent an angel to shut the mouths of the lions.) 

10. Why was Daniel saved from the lions? (Daniel 6:23 Daniel 

was saved from the lions because he was found innocent and 

he trusted in God.) 

11. What happened to the men who wanted to kill Daniel? (Daniel 

6:24 They were thrown into the lions’ den, along with their 

families, and the lions crushed them before they even reached 

the floor of the den.) 

12. Did Darius have faith in God? (Daniel 6:7-9, 26 In the 

beginning he did not because he issued a decree commanding 

the people to pray to him, but in the end, he issued a new 

decree commanding the people to fear and reverence the God 

of Daniel.) 

13. What caused Darius to put his faith in God? (Daniel 6:23-24 

He saw God’s power to protect Daniel from the hungry lions.) 
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Application Questions: 
1. Personal Questions: What is your reputation?  What kind of a 

man / woman are you?  How do the people talk about you? 

Are you trustworthy and without corruption? What do people 

know about your relationship with God? Can people tell 

you’re a Christian or do they have to ask you first? 

2. How does a person get a reputation like Daniel? (Daniel 6:10-

11 It comes from God. He is the one that gave Daniel the fear 

of God and the desire for prayer. He gave Daniel a humble and 

thankful heart, which knew that the Lord was his source of 

help.)  

3. What options do we have when laws or people plot against us? 

(Daniel 6:10, 21-22 We can like Daniel continue to trust in the 

Lord and pray to him. We can be a living testimony of faith in 

action. We can praise the Lord who saves us.) 

4. How can we like Daniel show respect for the authorities over 

us, but continue to trust in God above all things. (Daniel 6:10, 

21 We can recognize that God is King over all Kings and He 

alone rescues and saves us from all things.) 

5. What lion’s dens, or fearful places where faith is tested, do we 

face? (Daniel 6:4 Like Daniel we can be tested by people 

around us who desire to harm us or by situations in our own 

lives. We can be tempted with unlawful governmental affairs, 

corruption and negligence. We can also be tested in the degree 

of our faith in God, our attitude toward authority, our own 

positions of authority and our reputation.) 

6. In what ways does God’s hand protect us in our lives? (Daniel 

6:22, 6:3 God saves us from sin, which would lead to death for 

every one of us. He can also shut the mouths of people intent 

to harm us, cause our work to be of exceptional quality, and 

the testimony of our life to be pure.)  

7. How can our lives bring glory to God like Daniel’s? (Daniel 

6:26-27 Our lives bring glory to God when we fear and 

reverence the Lord, when we recognize Him as the living God, 

when our lives are about His kingdom and dominion, when we 

point to the salvation that He has done and when we point to 

the wonder of His world.) 
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27. Esther  
Esther 2-7 

 

Esther 2 

 
21 

During the time Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate two of the 

king’s officers who guarded the doorway became angry and conspired 

to assassinate King Xerxes. 
22 

But Mordecai found out about the plot 

and told Queen Esther, who in turn reported it to the king, giving credit 

to Mordecai. 
23 

And when the report was investigated and found to be 

true, the two officials were hanged on a gallows. All this was recorded 

in the book of the annals in the presence of the king.  
 

Esther 3 
1 
After these events, King Xerxes honored Haman, elevating him and 

giving him a seat of honor higher than that of all the other nobles. 
2 
All 

the royal officials at the king’s gate knelt down and paid honor to 

Haman, for the king had commanded this concerning him. But 

Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor. 
5 
When Haman saw 

that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor, he was 

enraged. 
6 
Yet having learned who Mordecai’s people were, he scorned 

the idea of killing only Mordecai. Instead Haman looked for a way to 

destroy all Mordecai’s people, the Jews, throughout the whole kingdom 

of Xerxes. 
8 
Then Haman said to King Xerxes, “There is a certain 

people dispersed and scattered among the peoples in all the provinces 

of your kingdom who do not obey the king’s laws; it is not in the king’s 

best interest to tolerate them. 
9 

If it pleases the king, let a decree be 

issued to destroy them, and I will put ten thousand talents of silver into 

the royal treasury.” 
11 

“Keep the money,” the king said to Haman, “and 

do with the people as you please.” 
13 

A decree was sent by couriers to 

all the king’s provinces with the order to destroy, kill and annihilate all 

the Jews—young and old, women and little children—on a single day, 

the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, and to plunder their goods.  

 

Esther 4 
1 
When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes, 

put on sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the city, wailing loudly. 
8 

He sent a messenger with a copy of the text of the edict for their 

annihilation to show to Esther, and he told him to urge her to go into 

the king’s presence to beg for mercy and plead with him for her people. 
10

After the messenger reported everything, Esther instructed him to say 

to Mordecai, 
11 

“All the king’s officials know that for any man or 

woman who approaches the king without being summoned the king has 

but one law: that he be put to death. The only exception to this is for the 

king to extend the gold scepter to him and spare his life. But thirty days 

have passed since I was called to go to the king.” 
12 

When Esther’s 
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words were reported to Mordecai, 
13 

he sent back this answer: “Do not 

think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews 

will escape. 
14 

For if you remain silent at this time, relief and 

deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your 

father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to 

royal position for such a time as this?”                 
15 

Then Esther sent 

this reply to Mordecai: 
16 

“Go, gather together all the Jews who are in 

Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I 

and my maids will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the 

king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.” 
17 

So 

Mordecai went away and carried out all of Esther’s instructions.  

 

Esther 5 
1 
On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner 

court of the palace. 
2 
When the king saw Queen Esther standing in the 

court, he was pleased with her and held out to her the gold scepter that 

was in his hand. So Esther approached and touched the tip of the 

scepter. 
3 
Then the king asked, “What is it, Queen Esther? What is your 

request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be given you.” 
4 
“If it 

pleases the king,” replied Esther, “let the king, together with Haman, 

come today to a banquet I have prepared for him.” 
5 
“Bring Haman at 

once,” the king said, “so that we may do what Esther asks.” So the king 

and Haman went to the banquet Esther had prepared. 
6 
As they were 

drinking wine, the king again asked Esther, “Now what is your 

petition? It will be given you. And what is your request? Even up to 

half the kingdom, it will be granted.” 
7 
Esther replied, “My petition and 

my request is this: 
8 
Let the king and Haman come tomorrow to the 

banquet I will prepare for them. Then I will answer the king’s 

question.” 
9 
Haman went out that day happy and in high spirits. But 

when he saw Mordecai at the king’s gate and observed that he neither 

rose nor showed fear in his presence, he was filled with rage against 

Mordecai. 
10 

Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself and went home. 

Calling together his friends and Zeresh, his wife, 
11 

Haman boasted to 

them about his vast wealth, his many sons, and all the ways the king 

had honored him and how he had elevated him above the other nobles. 
12 

“And that’s not all,” Haman added. “I’m the only person Queen 

Esther invited to accompany the king to the banquet she gave. And she 

has invited me along with the king tomorrow. 
13 

But all this gives me 

no satisfaction as long as I see that Jew Mordecai sitting at the king’s 

gate.” 
14 

His wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, “Have a 

gallows built, seventy-five feet high, and ask the king in the morning to 

have Mordecai hanged on it. Then go with the king to the dinner and be 

happy.” This suggestion delighted Haman, and he had the gallows built. 

 

Esther 6 
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1 
That night the king could not sleep; so he ordered the book of the 

chronicles, the record of his reign, to be brought in and read to him. 
2 
It 

was found recorded there that Mordecai had exposed two of the king’s 

officers who guarded the doorway, who had conspired to assassinate 

King Xerxes. 
3 
“What honor and recognition has Mordecai received for 

this?” the king asked. “Nothing has been done for him,” his attendants 

answered. 
4 
The king said, “Who is in the court?” Now Haman had just 

entered the outer court of the palace to speak to the king about hanging 

Mordecai on the gallows he had erected for him. 
5 
His attendants 

answered, “Haman is standing in the court.” “Bring him in,” the king 

ordered. 
6 
When Haman entered, the king asked him, “What should be 

done for the man the king delights to honor?” Now Haman thought to 

himself, “Who is there that the king would rather honor than me?” 
7 
So 

he answered the king, “For the man the king delights to honor, 
8 
have 

them bring a royal robe the king has worn and a horse the king has 

ridden. 
9 
Then let the robe and horse be entrusted to one of the king’s 

most noble princes. Let them robe him, and lead him on the horse 

through the city streets, proclaiming before him, ‘This is what is done 

for the man the king delights to honor!’” 
10 

“Go at once,” the king 

commanded Haman. “Get the robe and the horse and do just as you 

have suggested for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the king’s gate. Do 

not neglect anything you have recommended.” 
11 

So Haman got the 

robe and the horse. He robed Mordecai, and led him on horseback 

through the city streets, proclaiming before him, “This is what is done 

for the man the king delights to honor!” 
12 

Afterward Mordecai returned 

to the king’s gate. But Haman rushed home, with his head covered in 

grief, 
13 

and told Zeresh his wife and all his friends everything that had 

happened to him. His advisers and his wife Zeresh said to him, “Since 

Mordecai, before whom your downfall has started, is a Jew, you cannot 

stand against him—you will surely come to ruin!” 
14 

While they were 

still talking with him, the king’s eunuchs arrived and hurried Haman 

away to the banquet Esther had prepared.  

 

Esther 7 
1 
So the king and Haman went to dine with Queen Esther, 

2 
and as they 

were drinking wine on that second day, the king again asked, “Queen 

Esther, what is your petition? It will be given you. What is your 

request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be granted.” 
3 
Then Queen 

Esther answered, “If I have found favor with you, O king, and if it 

pleases your majesty, grant me my life—this is my petition. And spare 

my people—this is my request. 
4 
For I and my people have been sold 

for destruction and slaughter and annihilation.” 
5 
King Xerxes asked 

Queen Esther, “Who is he? Where is the man who has dared to do such 

a thing?” 
6 
Esther said, “The adversary and enemy is this vile Haman.” 

Then Haman was terrified before the king and queen. 
7 
The king got up 
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in a rage, left his wine and went out into the palace garden. But Haman, 

realizing that the king had already decided his fate, stayed behind to 

beg Queen Esther for his life. 
8 
Just as the king returned from the palace 

garden to the banquet hall, Haman was falling on the couch where 

Esther was reclining. The king exclaimed, “Will he even molest the 

queen while she is with me in the house?” 
9 
Then one of the eunuchs 

attending the king said, “A gallows seventy-five feet high stands by 

Haman’s house. He had it made for Mordecai, who spoke up to help the 

king.” The king said, “Hang him on it!” 
10 

So they hanged Haman on 

the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the king’s fury 

subsided. The edict commanding the destruction of the Jews was 

reversed and a day of mourning became a day of great celebration for 

the Jews. 
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Study Questions: Esther  
Esther 2-7 

 

Introduction: 
Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, conquered the Southern Kingdom 

(Judah) and most of the Israelites (or Jews) were taken to Babylon as 

captives. One of those captives was Mordecai, who grew up as a Jew in 

Babylon. Different kings came and went, and after 70 years the 

Persians conquered Babylon. They allowed the Jews to return to Israel, 

but many still stayed in Babylon. Mordecai was one who stayed there. 

He adopted his young cousin Esther after both of her parents died (2:5-

7). Esther became a very beautiful young woman and was chosen by 

King Xerxes to become his queen. Esther discovered that the Lord had 

put her in the position of queen for a much greater purpose than she 

could ever have imagined. She became the one to intercede to the King 

on behalf of the people even as Jesus intercedes on our behalf. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To consider that we all have a death warrant set for our 

lives, but because Jesus interceded on our behalf, we are 

saved. 

- To understand that God puts people into positions of 

honor and brings them down as well. He opposes the 

proud, but gives grace to the humble. 

Attitude  

- To be humble, honest and faithful in the positions where 

God places us so that we may bring Him glory.   

- To trust in His perfect timing of the circumstances of our 

lives. 

Actions  

- To believe in God alone instead of trusting in people.  

- To speak against and oppose evil in a respectful way. 

 

Memory Verse:   

Proverbs 16:5 “The LORD detests all the proud of heart. Be sure of this: 

They will not go unpunished.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:   

Genesis 50:20; 1 Peter 5:5 
 

Questions about the Story: 
1. What did Mordecai discover that was reported to King 

Xerxes? (Esther 2:21-23 Mordecai discovered that two of 

King Xerxes officers were plotting to assassinate him.) 
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2. What led Haman to be extremely angry at Mordecai? (Esther 

3:2, 5 Haman was extremely angry with Mordecai because he 

would not kneel down to honor Haman.) 

3. What was Haman’s plan to get revenge on Mordecai for not 

honoring him? (Esther 3:6 He looked for a way to destroy not 

only Mordecai, but also Mordecai’s people: the Jews.) 

4. What decree did Haman suggest to the king, offering to pay 

for it himself? (Esther 4:8-9 Haman suggested that the king 

make an edict to have the Jewish people killed and their 

belongings plundered.) 

5. How did Mordecai respond after hearing about this decree 

against the Jews? (Esther 4:1 Mordecai tore his clothes, wailed 

loudly, and decided to contact Esther for assistance.) 

6. What did Mordecai ask Esther to do? (Esther 4:8 He urged her 

to go to the king and beg for mercy for the sake of her people, 

the Jews.) 

7. What danger did Esther face in going to the king? (Esther 4:11 

Esther knew that, if she went to the king without his calling 

for her, she would be killed unless he received by holding his 

scepter out to her.) 

8. What did Mordecai say to remind Esther of the nature of her 

purpose for being in the position of queen? (Esther 4:14 

Mordecai suggested that perhaps she had come to the position 

of queen for such a time as this, so that she could defend her 

people.) 

9. What did Esther request Mordecai to do before she went to the 

king? (Esther 4:16 Esther asked Mordecai to have all the Jews 

in the city of Susa fast for three days and nights on her behalf.) 

10. After the king extended his scepter to Esther, what did she 

request of him? (Esther 5:4 Esther requested that the king and 

Haman come to a banquet that she had prepared for them.) 

11. What kind of man was Haman? (Esther 5:11-12; 6:6 Haman 

was self-seeking, greedy, conceited and proud.) 

12. How did God humble Haman? (Esther 6:7-11 He was forced 

to lead the man that he hated most on a horse through the city 

honoring him before the people.) 

13. What did Haman’s wife, Zeresh, and his friends suggest that 

he do so that he could go to Esther’s second banquet in peace? 

(Esther 5:14 Haman’s wife, Zeresh, suggested that Haman 

have a gallows built seventy-five feet high and ask the king to 

have Mordecai hung on it.) 

14. How did God change Haman’s plan to kill Mordecai into 

Haman having to honor Mordecai? (Esther 6:1-11 God caused 

King Xerxes to not be able to sleep that night. The king asked 

for someone to read to him from the records of the history of 
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his reign, thinking that would help get him to sleep. While the 

reading was being done, the king was reminded of the time 

when Mordecai saved his life. He realized that Mordecai had 

not been honored for this, so he ordered Haman to lead 

Mordecai throughout the streets of the city in honor. Mordecai 

was clothed with the king’s robe and rode on the king’s horse, 

with Haman leading it and announcing loudly that the king 

wanted to honor Mordecai.) 

15. What did Esther request of the king at the second banquet? 

(Esther 7:3-4 Esther asked that her own life and the lives of 

her people be spared.) 

16. What was Haman’s end? (Esther 7:9-10 Haman was hung on 

the gallows that he had built for Mordecai the Jew.) 

 

Application Questions: 

1. What does Mordecai’s attitude toward the government of 

Babylon teach us? (Esther 2:21-23 Mordecai respected the 

government leaders, especially the king, because he realized 

that God is the One who had put them in their government 

positions.) 

2. What does Mordecai’s attitude toward Haman teach us about 

honoring and “worshiping” people? (Esther 3:2-5 Mordecai 

would not bow down to Haman, because this would be like 

worshiping him. Mordecai knew that God is the only One who 

should be revered and worshiped.) 

3. What meaning can we take from Mordecai’s words to Esther 

in 4:14, “And who knows but that you have come to royal 

position for such a time as this?” (God had placed Esther in 

the position of queen so that she would be able to save the 

Jews from all being killed by Haman’s edict. God knew what 

they would need and He had her in that position just at the 

right time to save them.) 

4. What should our attitude be about the positions where God has 

placed us? (Just as God had placed Esther in the position of 

queen for the exact time when the Jews would need an 

influential person to save them, God places us in the positions 

where He wants us to fulfill His purposes, to bring glory to 

His name, and to do His work.) 

5. How are we similar to the Jews who had a death threat over 

their heads? (Esther 3:13) Who is the one that speaks on our 

behalf? (We like the Jews have the sentence of death because 

of our sin. Jesus is the one that goes before the King to plead 

for our lives on our behalf. He offered His life to save ours.) 

6. In what subtle ways can we be like Haman? (Esther 3:2-6 

5:11-12; 6:6 We can seek power and revenge; we can find 
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pride in what we have, what others say about us or our 

position.) 

7. How does God humble us? (Esther 6:7-11 We, like Haman, 

can find that things turn out the opposite of the way we might 

expect.) 

8. What do we learn about God’s attitude towards the proud?  

(Proverbs 16:5; 1 Peter 5:5) What kind of attitude do you 

have? 

9. Why do we need to trust in the Lord as Mordecai and Esther 

did? (We need to trust in the Lord because He always has a 

plan for every situation.) How can we show that we are 

trusting in God? 

10. What kind of risk was Esther willing to take for her people? 

(Esther 4:11-16 Esther had great faith in God and loved other 

people more than herself, so she was willing to risk her life to 

try and save her people, the Jews.) 

11. In what ways can we see God’s presence throughout this 

story? (His perfect timing of events, His protection of His 

people, His justice for proud Haman, and the courage He gave 

both to Mordecai and Esther.) 
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28.   Nehemiah  
Nehemiah 1-6 

 

Nehemiah 1 
1 
The words of Nehemiah. While I was in the citadel of Susa, 

2 
Hanani, 

one of my brothers, came from Judah with some other men, and I 

questioned them about the Jewish remnant that survived the exile, and 

also about Jerusalem. 
3 
They said to me, “Those who survived the exile 

are in great trouble and disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken 

down, and its gates have been burned with fire.” 
4 
When I heard these 

things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and fasted and 

prayed before the God of heaven. 
5 
Then I said: “O LORD, God of 

heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love 

with those who love him and obey his commands, 
6 
let your ear be 

attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer your servant is praying 

before you day and night for your servants, the people of Israel. I 

confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s house, 

have committed against you. 
7 

We have acted very wickedly toward 

you. We have not obeyed the commands, decrees and laws you gave 

your servant Moses. 
11 

O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of 

your servants who delight in revering your name. Give your servant 

success today by granting him favor in the presence of this man.” I was 

cupbearer to the king.  

 

Nehemiah 2 
 

1 
In the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought for 

him, I took the wine and gave it to the king. I had not been sad in his 

presence before; 
2 
so the king asked me, “Why does your face look so 

sad when you are not ill? This can be nothing but sadness of heart.” I 

was very much afraid, 
3 
but I said to the king, “May the king live 

forever! Why should my face not look sad when the city where my 

fathers are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by 

fire?” 
4 
The king said to me, “What is it you want?” Then I prayed to 

the God of heaven, 
5 
and I answered the king, “If it pleases the king and 

if your servant has found favor in his sight, let him send me to the city 

in Judah where my fathers are buried so that I can rebuild it.” 
6 
Then the 

king asked me, “How long will your journey take, and when will you 

get back?” It pleased the king to send me; so I set a time. 
8 
And because 

the gracious hand of my God was upon me, the king granted my 

requests.  

 
10 

When Sanballat and Tobiah heard about this, they were very much 

disturbed that someone had come to promote the welfare of the 

Israelites. 
11 

I went to Jerusalem, and after staying there three days 
12 

I 

set out during the night with a few men. I had not told anyone what my 
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God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem. 
13 

By night I went out to 

examine the walls of Jerusalem, which had been broken down, and its 

gates, which had been destroyed by fire. 
17 

Then I said to them, “You 

see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have 

been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and 

we will no longer be in disgrace.” 
18 

I also told them about the gracious 

hand of my God upon me and what the king had said to me. They 

replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So they began this good work. 
19 

But 

when Sanballat and Tobiah heard about it, they mocked and ridiculed 

us. “What is this you are doing?” they asked. “Are you rebelling 

against the king?” 
20 

I answered them by saying, “The God of heaven 

will give us success. We his servants will start rebuilding.”  

 

Nehemiah 4  
1 
When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became 

angry. He ridiculed the Jews, 
2 

and said, “What are those feeble Jews 

doing? Will they restore their wall? Will they finish in a day?” 
3 
Tobiah 

said, “What they are building—if even a fox climbed up on it, he would 

break down their wall of stones!” 
4 
Hear us, O our God, for we are 

despised. Turn their insults back on their own heads. Give them over as 

plunder in a land of captivity. 
6 
So we rebuilt the wall till all of it 

reached half its height, for the people worked with all their heart. 
7 
But 

when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites and the men of 

Ashdod heard that the repairs to Jerusalem’s walls had gone ahead and 

that the gaps were being closed, they were very angry. 
8 
They all 

plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem. 
9 
But we prayed to 

our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat. 
11 

Our 

enemies said, “Before they see us, we will be right there among them 

and will kill them and put an end to the work.” 
12 

Then the Jews who 

lived near them came and told us ten times over, “Wherever you turn, 

they will attack us.”  

 
13 

Therefore I stationed some of the people behind the lowest points of 

the wall at the exposed places, with their swords, spears and bows.           
14 

After I looked things over, I stood up and said to the nobles, the 

officials and the rest of the people, “Don’t be afraid of them. 

Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your 

brothers, your sons and your daughters, your wives and your homes.”  
15 

When our enemies heard that we were aware of their plot, we all 

returned to the wall. 
16 

From that day on, half of my men did the work, 

while the other half were equipped with spears, shields, bows and 

armor. 
19 

Then I said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the 

people, “The work is extensive and spread out, and we are widely 

separated from each other along the wall. 
20 

Wherever you hear the 

sound of the trumpet, join us there. Our God will fight for us!” 
21 

So we 
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continued the work with half the men holding spears, from the first 

light of dawn till the stars came out.  

 

Nehemiah 6 
 

10 
One day I went to the house of Shemaiah who was shut in at his 

home. He said, “Let us meet inside the temple and let us close the 

temple doors, because men are coming to kill you by night.” 
11 

But I 

said, “Should a man like me run away? Or should one like me go into 

the temple to save his life? I will not go!” 
12 

I realized that God had not 

sent him, but that he had prophesied against me because Tobiah and 

Sanballat had hired him. 
13 

He had been hired to intimidate me so that I 

would commit a sin by doing this, and then they would give me a bad 

name to discredit me. 
14 

Remember Tobiah and Sanballat, O my God, 

because of what they have done. 
15 

So the wall was completed in fifty-

two days. 
16 

When all our enemies heard about this, all the surrounding 

nations were afraid and lost their self-confidence, because they realized 

that this work had been done with the help of our God.  
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Study Questions: Nehemiah 
Nehemiah 1-6 

 

Introduction: 
Nehemiah, like Esther and Daniel, was an exile from Israel who served 

under the kings of Babylon and Persia. He was the cupbearer to King 

Artaxerxes, which meant that Nehemiah was the personal attendant of 

the king. Therefore, Nehemiah had daily contact with the king. While 

many would have looked on this as simply a job, God looked on it as a 

part of His perfect plan for His people. The ruins of Jerusalem could 

easily represent our own lives, yet the Lord is in the rebuilding business 

and the transformation that takes place when a life is rebuilt could only 

be done by the help of God.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

- To understand that the Lord is in the rebuilding business 

and he rebuilds lives one section at a time. 

- To remember that seeking the Lord in prayer is the first 

step in the building project. 

Attitude  

- To be encouraged with the work the Lord has done in our 

lives knowing that he isn’t finished yet.   

- To reject those things that would distract or discourage 

the Lord’s on-going progress. 

Actions  

- To run with perseverance the race that God has set before 

us. The impossible task points to the Lord’s provision. 

- To trust in the Lord and work with all of our strength.  

 

Memory Verse:   

Colossians 3:23 “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 

working for the Lord, not for men.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:   

Jeremiah 17:5-8; Romans 12:19; Hebrews 12:1-2 

 

Questions about the Story: 
1. What news did Nehemiah receive from Jerusalem that caused 

him to be sad? Why? (Nehemiah 1:3 Nehemiah received news 

that the walls of Jerusalem were broken down and the gates 

were burned with fire. This made him sad because his people 

had been defeated and disgraced.) 
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2. What did Nehemiah do immediately after hearing the news? 

(Nehemiah 1:4-11 Nehemiah sat down and cried; then he 

mourned, fasted, and prayed.) 

3. What sins did Nehemiah confess to the Lord? (Nehemiah 1:6 

The sins of the whole nation, his father’s house, and his own 

personal sins.) 

4. What caused the king to realize that something was disturbing 

Nehemiah? (Nehemiah 2:1-2 Nehemiah was sad in the 

presence of the king, something he had never done before.) 

5. How did God open a way for Nehemiah to go back to 

Jerusalem? (Nehemiah 2:1-8 The king valued Nehemiah and 

noticed that he was sad. When he found out about Nehemiah’s 

sorrow for Jerusalem, the king granted Nehemiah’s request to 

return and he even funded the expedition.) 

6. Why did the king grant Nehemiah’s request? (Nehemiah 2:8 

Nehemiah’s requests were answered because the gracious 

hand of the Lord was on him – that is, because God helped 

him.) 

7. Who were the two men who opposed Nehemiah and the 

workers? Why did they do this? (Nehemiah 2:10 Sanballat and 

Tobiah opposed Nehemiah because they were disturbed that 

someone had come to promote the welfare of the Israelites.) 

8. What methods did these enemies use to try to stop the work on 

the wall? (Nehemiah 2:19; 4:1-3, Ridicule and mockery. 

Nehemiah 4:8, Fighting. Nehemiah 6:10, Fear.) 

9. What was Nehemiah’s response to the threat of his enemies? 

(Nehemiah 4:9 Nehemiah prayed to the Lord, and posted 

guards day and night.) 

10. What was Nehemiah’s response to the fear all around him? 

(Nehemiah 4:12-20 Nehemiah trusted that God would fight for 

them, Nehemiah 4:14, 20. He had the workers arm themselves, 

Nehemiah 4:16-18, guard the weakest places in the walls, 

Nehemiah 4:13, and sleep at their work places so they could 

be guards at night, Nehemiah 4:22. So they continued the 

work.) 

11. In how many days was the wall completed? (Nehemiah 6:15 

The wall was completed in 52 days.) 

12. What was the response of the surrounding nations when the 

wall was completed? (Nehemiah 6:16 The surrounding nations 

lost their self-confidence because they realized that the work 

had been done by the help of the Lord God.) 
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Application Questions: 
1. What walls are broken down in people’s lives? What is your 

attitude when you hear about the broken down lives all around 

you? (Nehemiah 1:3-11 Nehemiah responded by weeping, 

fasting, prayer and repentance. He loved his people and did 

not want God looked down on because of his people.) 

2. What can we learn from the prayer that Nehemiah prayed in 

Nehemiah 1:5-11? (Nehemiah humbly confessed the sins of 

his whole nation, his family, and the sin in his own life before 

asking God to be attentive to his prayer. He sought the Lord’s 

solution to the problem.) 

3. How can we respond like Nehemiah did when he spoke to the 

King? (Nehemiah 2:4-8 Nehemiah prayed to the Lord before 

responding to the King. He responded respectfully to the King 

yet trusted in the Lord for the answer and he volunteered to 

take on the responsibility himself.) 

4. What does our confidence come from when we are attacked? 

(Nehemiah 2:18; 4:9, 14, 20; 6:16 Nehemiah believed that 

God was more powerful than his enemies and that God could 

protect him from whatever schemes were being plotted against 

him. See Jeremiah 17:5-8.) 

5. Why can we have strength to keep on when the task seems 

impossible? (Nehemiah 2:20; 4:14 The Lord alone is the one 

that can give us success. He will fight for us. He is the One 

who is great and awesome.) 

6. The people worked with all their hearts to complete the work 

on the wall (Nehemiah 4:6). Do you work with all of your 

heart, to bring glory to the Lord (Colossians 3:23)? 

7. What can we learn from Nehemiah’s response to Sanballat and 

Tobiah? (Nehemiah 4:4, 9; 6:12, 14).  How should we respond 

to our distractions or our enemies? (We should look to the 

Lord and leave the judgment in God’s hands. See Romans 

12:19. We are also told to love and pray for them. See 

Matthew 5:44) 

8. Who is the one we most need to help us so that our goals may 

be accomplished? (Nehemiah 6:16 We need to be sure that we 

are doing what the Lord wants us to do. Then we can be sure 

He is working for us in everything we do, and then we can be 

successful with His help. The Lord is the most important One 

we need to help us.) 
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29. Jesus’ Birth  
Matthew 1:18-25 

 
Matthew 1 
18

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary 

was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, 

she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 
19

Because 

Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her 

to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.  

 
20

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take 

Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the 

Holy Spirit. 
21

She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 

name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  

 
22

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the 

prophet: 
23

“The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, 

and they will call him Immanuel”—which means, “God with us.”  

 
24

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had 

commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 
25

But he had no 

union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name 

Jesus. 
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Study Questions: Jesus’ Birth 
Matthew 1:18-25 

 

Introduction: 

The birth of Jesus Christ took place in Israel after the events in the Old 

Testament, followed by 400 years of silence from God. During Old 

Testament times, God had said through his prophets that He would 

send the Messiah. Now the time of waiting for Him was over. This 

“promised one” of Israel was Jesus Christ, son of God and son of man. 

The name Jesus was chosen by God because it means Savior, and God 

had sent Him to be the Savior of the whole world. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To learn that Jesus is both God and Man.  

– To understand that God planned for Jesus since before time 

began.  

– To see the Trinity begin to be revealed.  

– To realize the power of the Holy Spirit.   

 Attitude  

– To trust in the Lord God who saves us.   

– To be confident, not fearful because God is with us.   

– To be submissive to the Lord because He is God. 

 Actions  

– To listen to the Lord’s instructions.   

– To obey the Lord, even when it does not make sense to us to 

do what He asks us to do. 

 

Memory Verses:  
Hebrews 1:1-2 “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the 

prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days He 

has spoken to us by His son, whom He appointed heir of all things, and 

through whom He made the universe.”  

 

Scriptures for Further Study:  
Isaiah 7:14; 9:2-6; Luke 2:1-20; Colossians 2:9; Hebrews 1:1-3 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1.  How did Mary become pregnant when she was a virgin? 

(Matthew 1:18, 20 By the power of the Holy Spirit.) 

2.  Since Jesus was born of Mary, as a virgin, through the Holy 

Spirit, what does that make Him? (Matthew 1:21, 23 Son of 

Man and Son of God. 1 Peter 2:21-25; Hebrews 4:14-15; Luke 

1:26-38 Note especially Luke 1:35) 
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3.  What do we know about Joseph from this text? (Matthew 

1:19-20 Joseph was a righteous man. This means Joseph 

believed the promises of God regarding the Messiah and was 

righteous by faith. He considered his options on how to 

proceed, and decided that he would divorce Mary quietly, so 

that she would not be publicly disgraced.) 

4.  What can we learn from the angel’s appearance to Joseph? 

(Matthew 1:20 An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream. The angel instructed Joseph to not be afraid to take 

Mary as his wife, that the child was from the Holy Spirit, the 

child was  a son, the child had the name Jesus and that Jesus 

had a purpose.) 

5.  What does it mean that Jesus will “save His people from their 

sins?” (Matthew 1:21 It means that they were sinful, they 

could not save themselves, and He alone could help them.) 

6.  How do we know that the birth of Jesus fit God’s plan? 

(Matthew 1:22 All of it took place to fulfill what the Lord had 

said through the prophets. Isaiah 9:2-7) 

7.  What other name was Jesus to be called and what does it 

mean? (Matthew 1:23 He was to be called Immanuel, which 

means, “God with us.”) 

8. What did Joseph do when he woke up? (Matthew 1:24 He did 

what the angel had commanded him and took Mary home as 

his wife.) 

9.  What was Joseph’s relationship to Mary before Jesus was 

born? (Matthew 1:24-25 He took her home as his wife, but 

had no union with her until after Jesus was born.) 

 

Application Questions: 

1. Are we looking for the Holy Spirit to do miraculous things in 

our lives, like he did in Mary’s life? (Matthew 1:18, 23)  

2. What difference does it make to us that Jesus was both God 

and Man? (Matthew 1:21, 23 He is able to relate to us. As 

perfect man, He is our substitute in His life and in His death. 

As God, His death is the perfect sacrifice for our sins.) 

3. What does a righteous life look like? (Matthew 1:19 Joseph 

was righteous by faith in the promises of God. As a result, we 

see that he listened to the Lord, he wanted to do God’s will 

and he believed God at His word.) 

4. How should we make decisions in life? (Matthew 1:20 Like 

Joseph, we trust in God and our Savior. We also listen to 

God’s Word and seek to honor Him with our lives so that He 

is glorified.) 

5. How does the Lord speak to you? (Matthew 1:20 The Lord 

speaks to us by His Word.) 
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6. Why don’t we need to be afraid of things that happen in our 

life? (Matthew 1:20 We don’t need to be afraid because God is 

with us.) 

7. What does Jesus save you from? How? (Matthew 1:21 Jesus 

saves us from the wrath of God due to us because of our sin. 

He is the perfect and holy sacrifice that pays our debt to God 

for our sin.) 

8. What was known about Jesus before He was even born? What 

is His purpose? (Matthew 1:21 It was prophesied that Jesus 

would save His people from their sins.)  

9. Discuss the meaning of Jesus’ three names (Jesus, Christ, 

Immanuel). (The name Jesus means Savior, one who would 

save His people from their sins, Matthew 1:21. Christ means 

Anointed One, Messiah, Luke 4:18. Immanuel means God is 

with us, Matthew 1:23.) 

10. Why can we find comfort in God’s faithfulness? (Matthew 

1:22 He always does what He says He will do.) 

11. What important things does the name Immanuel teach us 

about God? (Matthew 1:23 It tells us that God is personal and 

that He promises to be with us.) 

12. How did Joseph respond when the Lord gave him 

instructions? (Matthew 1:24-25 Joseph showed obedience by 

doing exactly what the Lord had commanded him to do.) 
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30.   Jesus’ Baptism and Temptation  
Matthew 3:1-4:11 

 

Matthew 3 
1
In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea 

2
and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.” 

3
This is he 

who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah:  

   “A voice of one calling in the desert, 'Prepare the way for the Lord,  

      make straight paths for him.'”  

 
4
John's clothes were made of camel's hair, and he had a leather belt 

around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 
5
People went 

out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the 

Jordan. 
6
Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan 

River.  

 
7
But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to 

where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who 

warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 
8
Produce fruit in keeping 

with repentance. 
9
And do not think you can say to yourselves, 'We have 

Abraham as our father.' I tell you that out of these stones God can raise 

up children for Abraham. 
10

The ax is already at the root of the trees, 

and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and 

thrown into the fire.  

 
11

“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one 

who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
12

His winnowing 

fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his 

wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”  

 
13

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 
14

But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and 

do you come to me?”  

 
15

Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill 

all righteousness.” Then John consented.  

 
16

As soon as Jesus was baptized; he went up out of the water. At that 

moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 

like a dove and lighting on him. 
17

And a voice from heaven said, “This 

is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”  
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Matthew 4 
1
Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the 

devil. 
2
After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 

3
The 

tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these 

stones to become bread.”  

 
4
Jesus answered, “It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but 

on every word that comes from the mouth of God.”  

 
5
Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the 

highest point of the temple. 
6
“If you are the Son of God,” he said, 

“throw yourself down. For it is written:  

   “ 'He will command his angels concerning you,  

      and they will lift you up in their hands,  

   so that you will not strike your foot against a stone. 

 
7
Jesus answered him, “It is also written: 'Do not put the Lord your God 

to the test.” 

 
8
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all 

the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 
9
“All this I will give 

you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”  

 
10

Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 'Worship 

the Lord your God, and serve him only.” 

 
11

Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 
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Study Questions: Jesus’ Baptism and Temptation  
Matthew 3:1-4:11 

 

Introduction:   
John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus by calling people to a 

baptism of repentance. He pointed to a Greater One who was to come: 

Jesus Christ, who would save the people from their sins. In order to 

save us from our sin, Jesus had to be the perfect sacrifice, which meant 

a complete fulfillment of all righteousness. Jesus began His ministry by 

going to John to be baptized. In His baptism, the Trinity is present 

(Father, Son and Holy Spirit) as a way of displaying the authority of 

God. After His baptism, the Spirit of God led Jesus to the desert be 

tempted by the devil. Throughout His life, Jesus was tempted in every 

way, just as we are, yet He was without sin. In this way, Jesus is able to 

serve as our Great High Priest who fully understands our weakness and 

can represent us.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To acknowledge our need for repentance.  

– To understand the gift of God given through baptism.   

– To understand Jesus’ place in the Trinity.   

– To realize that God has a purpose for trials and testing.   

– To know how to respond to temptation.  

Attitude  

– To make baptism and God’s Word high priorities in our lives.   

– To recognize the power God has to defeat Satan in our lives. 

Actions  

– To repent of our sin and turn to God.  

– To freely offer the means of grace that is available through 

baptism and the Word of God.   

– To respond with the Scriptures to fight Satan’s attacks. 

 

Memory Verses:  

Hebrew 4:14-16 “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has 

gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to 

the faith few profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been 

tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. Let us then 

approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive 

mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” 

 

Acts 2:38-39 “Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, 

in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you 

will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your 
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children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God 

will call.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:   
Isaiah 40:28-31; Mark 16:16; John 10:10; Acts 2:38; Romans 6:3-4;     

1 Corinthians 10:13; Titus 3:4-7; Hebrews 4:14-16; James 1:2, 13-15;  

1 Peter 3:21; 5:8-9; 1 John 2:1-2, 15-17 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. What does John the Baptist’s message about repentance 

mean? (Matthew 3:2 Repentance means that the Holy Spirit 

changes your mind concerning sin, self and the savior. It 

means to go the other direction. The kingdom of heaven or the 

kingdom of God is the rule and reign of God as King. The 

King was as near as Jesus standing beside them.) 

2. Who prophesied about John the Baptist? (Matthew 3:3 The 

prophet Isaiah foretold John the Baptist’s ministry.) 

3. Why were the people coming from all around the region? 

(Matthew 3:5-7 Some came to confess their sins and be 

baptized. The Pharisees and Sadducees came to watch and to 

judge what John was doing.) 

4. What does John’s warning to the Pharisees and Sadducees 

mean? (Matthew 3:8 He warned them to produce fruit in 

keeping with repentance, which means that their outward lives 

were to reflect God’s inner work.) 

5. What will happen to the tree that does not produce good fruit? 

(Matthew 3:10 If it does not produce good fruit, it is because 

the tree is a bad, evil and unbelieving tree. An evil tree will be 

cut down and thrown into the fire.) 

6. Who is the one to come after John? (Matthew 3:11-14 The 

One who will baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire, 

Jesus.) 

7. Why did Jesus go to the Jordan River? (Matthew 3:13 Jesus 

went to be baptized by John to fulfill all righteousness.) 

8. What was John’s response to Jesus’ desire to be baptized? 

Why? (Matthew 3:14-15 John felt unworthy to baptize the 

Messiah, but he finally agreed to do it when Jesus told him it 

was the right thing to do.) 

9. What happened after the baptism of Jesus? (Matthew 3:16-17 

Heaven opened up, the Spirit of God descended upon Jesus 

and a voice from heaven, the Father, spoke saying “This is my 

Son, whom I love, with Him I am well-pleased.” Here, we see 

all three members of the Trinity participating; Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit.) 
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10. Why did the Spirit lead Jesus into the desert? (Matthew 4:1 To 

be tempted by the devil. Jesus was tempted in every way as we 

are, yet without sin, Hebrews 4:15.) 

11. What was Jesus doing while in the desert for 40 days and 

nights? (Matthew 4:1-2 Jesus was fasting. He was also 

continually being led by the Spirit of God and was continually 

being tempted by the Devil.) 

12. In the first temptation recorded, how did Satan tempt Jesus in 

the wilderness? (Matthew 4:3 Satan appealed to the desires of 

the body since Jesus was very hungry.) 

13. What was the second recorded temptation of Christ? (Matthew 

4:6. Satan tempted Jesus to test God instead of taking God at 

His Word when he suggested that Jesus throw Himself down 

from the temple. See also Psalm 91:11-12). 

14. What is significant about Satan’s second temptation? 

(Matthew 4:6 The devil tried to tempt Jesus by using the Word 

of God.) 

15. What was the third recorded temptation Satan put before 

Jesus? (Matthew 4:8-9 Satan used the “Temptation of the 

Eyes,” as he showed Jesus all the kingdoms and their 

splendor. He offered them to Jesus if Jesus would bow down 

and worship him.)  

16. How did Jesus respond to all three temptations? (Matthew 4:4, 

7, 10 Jesus responded only with the Word of God: “It is 

written…”) 

17. What is significant about Jesus commanding Satan to flee after 

the final temptation? (Matthew 4:10 Satan must obey Jesus. 

Jesus has authority over him.) 

18. What is important about the angels coming to minister to Jesus 

after the devil left Him? (Matthew 4:11 Jesus, in human flesh, 

had needs as anyone does.) 

19. Why is this temptation of Jesus so significant? (Adam and Eve 

were tempted by the devil and they failed. In their failure, sin 

and death came to all of mankind. The people of Israel were 

also tested in the wilderness and they failed. Jesus was 

tempted in every way just as we are, yet did not sin. He 

overcame the Devil every time he was tempted and restores 

for us what was lost in the garden. 

 

Application Questions: 

1. What does it mean to repent? (To repent means that the Holy 

Spirit is convicting us of sin, shows us our sin and causes us to 

trust in Jesus as our Savior. The Holy Spirit causes us to turn 

away from our sin and turn to Jesus.) 
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2. What does John’s message teach us today? (We also need to 

repent of our sins and turn to God. We also, like the Pharisees 

or Sadducees, need to confess our sins and produce good 

fruit.) 

3. What do we often trust in for our salvation? (Matthew 3:8-9 

God desires that we would repent of our sins and turn to God. 

Like the Pharisees, we may be tempted to trust in the good 

works of someone else, like Abraham, or our own good works. 

We are to trust in God alone, only a relationship with God 

through Jesus will save us from the coming wrath.) 

4. What kind of attitude seeks the things of God? (Matthew 3:8-

10 The attitude of a person that recognizes their sin and 

confesses it. The attitude that looks for and seeks God.) 

5. Where does good fruit come from? (Matthew 3:8-9 God is the 

only one that can cause us to produce fruit. Abiding in Him is 

the source for that fruit.)  

6. What is the warning we must listen to? (Matthew 3:7-10 The 

warning includes a coming wrath, an ax and a fire.) 

7. What does Jesus’ baptism mean for us?  (Matthew 3:15-17 

Jesus fulfilled all righteousness for us. The events of the 

baptism were also a confirmation of who Jesus was: heaven 

was open, the Holy Spirit was present and the Father 

confirmed that this was His Son whom He loved.) 

8. What does John’s baptism of repentance mean for us? 

(Matthew 3:6, 11 We also need to repent and have our sins 

washed away. See also Romans 6:3-8; Colossians 2:11-12) 

9. Where do we see the Trinity in the story? (Matthew 3:16-17 

“As soon as Jesus was baptized; he went up out of the water. 

At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of 

God descending like a dove and lighting on him.
 
And a voice 

from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I 

am well pleased.” Jesus is seen as the Son of God. The voice 

from heaven shows God the Father. The Spirit of God is 

present in the form of a dove, descending upon Jesus. ) 

10. What does it mean to be led by the Spirit rather than to be led 

by the flesh? (Matthew 4:1 To be led by the Spirit means to 

listen to, follow and obey God’s Spirit rather than what we 

would want in ourselves.) 

11. Why does God allow trials into our lives? (Matthew 4:1 In the 

trials we see our weaknesses and failures, we see our need of 

God, the Lord purifies our hearts and we are given a clear 

longing for heaven rather than for this world. See also James 

1:2-4; 1 Peter 1:6-7) 

12. What “wildernesses” do people face? (Illness, broken 

relationships, loneliness, death, uncertainty, finances, etc.) 
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13. How does the Devil try to cause us to sin? 1 John 2:15-17 

Satan tries to get us to sin with the same temptations that Jesus 

faced. The lust of the flesh (hunger), the lust of the eyes 

(wealth of the world), and the pride of life (throw yourself 

down) are common to us all. James 1:13-15)  

14. How do we resist life’s temptations? (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10 We 

resist the temptations of life by living in the Word of God and 

allowing it to flow out from within. 1 Corinthians 10:13;         

1 Peter 5:8-9) 

15. Who alone is worthy of our worship and adoration? (Matthew 

4:10 The Lord God and Him alone.) 

16. What do we learn about God’s nature by the angels attending 

Jesus after His temptation? (Matthew 4:11 He will never leave 

us nor forsake us.) 
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31.  The Demon-possessed Man  
Mark 5:1-20 

 

Mark 5 
1
They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes. 

2
When Jesus 

got out of the boat, a man with an evil spirit came from the tombs to 

meet him. 
3
This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him any 

more, not even with a chain. 
4
For he had often been chained hand and 

foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. No one 

was strong enough to subdue him. 
5
Night and day among the tombs and 

in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones.  

 
6
When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in 

front of him. 
7
He shouted at the top of his voice, “What do you want 

with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to God that you 

won't torture me!” 
8
For Jesus had said to him, “Come out of this man, 

you evil spirit!”  

 
9
Then Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”  “My name is Legion,” 

he replied, “for we are many.” 
10

And he begged Jesus again and again 

not to send them out of the area.  

 
11

A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. 
12

The 

demons begged Jesus, “Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into 

them.” 
13

He gave them permission, and the evil spirits came out and 

went into the pigs. The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed 

down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.  

 
14

Those tending the pigs ran off and reported this in the town and 

countryside, and the people went out to see what had happened. 
15

When 

they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the 

legion of demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they 

were afraid. 
16

Those who had seen it told the people what had happened 

to the demon-possessed man—and told about the pigs as well. 
17

Then 

the people began to plead with Jesus to leave their region.  

18
As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-

possessed begged to go with him. 
19

Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go 

home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for 

you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 
20

So the man went away and 

began to tell in the Decapolis
 
how much Jesus had done for him. And 

all the people were amazed. 
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Study Questions: The Demon-possessed Man  
Mark 5:1-20 

 
Introduction: 

After Jesus had finished teaching the people, He decided to cross the 

Sea of Galilee with His disciples. While they were on the sea, a huge 

storm nearly sank their boat. Jesus calmed the wind and the waves with 

his words, and His disciples came face to face with the reality that their 

rabbi was actually the Son of God. As they landed on the other side of 

the sea, they met a new challenge: a man who was demon-possessed.             

 

Goals: 

 Knowledge  

– To understand that Jesus has power over evil spirits.   

– To realize that Jesus has compassion for all men, even those 

controlled by Satan.   

– To acknowledge Jesus as the Most High God and Lord of our 

lives. 

 Attitude  

– To have compassion for all men, desiring to see all of them 

saved.   

– Not to fear evil spirits of this world, instead to be confident 

that the power of God is greater than the power of demons. 

 Actions  

– To confront evil in the name of Jesus.   

– To present the life changing power of Jesus Christ to others.   

– To submit to Jesus as Lord of our lives. 

 

Memory Verse:  

Acts 3:16 “By faith in the name of Jesus, this man who you see and 

know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes 

through him that has given this complete healing to him, as you can all 

see.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:  
Luke 10:17-20; Acts 3:11-16; 19:13-17; James 2:19 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. When Jesus got out of the boat in the region of the Gerasenes, 

who came to meet Him? (Mark 5:2 A man with an evil spirit.) 

2. What was unusual about this man? (Mark 5:3-5 He lived in the 

tombs; he could not be tied up, not even with chains, he would 

cry out day and night and cut himself.) 
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3. What was this man’s reaction to Jesus? (Mark 5:6-7, 10 He 

ran to Jesus, knelt down, the man knew Jesus’ name and 

shouted his request for mercy.) 

4. What is significant about the fact that the demons recognized 

Jesus? (Mark 5:7 The demons knew that Jesus was the Son of 

the Most High God. The demons knew that they must submit 

to, obey and even fear Jesus.) 

5. What did the demons ask of Jesus? (Mark 5:7, 10, 12 The man 

begged not to be tortured and the demons requested that they 

be cast into the herd of 2,000 pigs that was grazing nearby.) 

6. What was the man like after Jesus had cast out the spirits? 

(Mark 5:15 He was sitting quietly with Jesus, dressed and in 

his right mind.) 

7. Why did the Gerasene people react to the healing of the 

demon possessed man by begging Jesus to leave their area? 

(Mark 5:15 The people were filled with fear.) 

8. What did the man who had been possessed by the demon ask 

of Jesus? (Mark 5:18 He asked Jesus if he could go with Him.) 

9. What did Jesus tell the man to do? (Mark 5:19 Jesus told him 

to go and tell his family how much the Lord had done for him 

and how Jesus had mercy on him.) 

 

Application Questions: 

1. What does “Jesus, Son of the Most High God” mean for us? 

What does it mean for you personally? (Mark 5:8, 13, 15 It 

means that He is God Almighty, He has power over the 

spiritual world as well as the physical world, and He has 

power over our lives and hearts as well. An important question 

is whether we will rebel against His control.) 

2. What is your response when you see Jesus? 

3. How does Jesus’ compassion for this man encourage you? 

(Mark 5:9-10, 19 If Jesus cares about a demon possessed man, 

he must also care about everyone and He can change anyone. 

He also has a purpose for our lives.) 

4. Can demons control us? How strong are they? (Mark 5:4-5 

The demons can control the unbeliever as in the demon 

possessed man, only Jesus has authority over the demons. 

When a person welcomes Jesus into their life, then the demons 

no longer have authority over that person. Demons can bother 

or disturb the believer from the outside, but even then, the 

believer can ask Jesus to take authority over the situation.) 

5. Are there other things that can control us in a similar way to 

demons controlling us? (Yes, we can be controlled by 

temptations like the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and 
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the pride of life. They can have a very strong control over our 

lives, but Jesus has authority over all of those as well.)  

6. What does this story show us about Satan and his demons? 

(Mark 5:5, John 10:10 Satan is out to destroy us and will do 

that by any means possible, but He is still subject to Jesus.) 

7. Why don’t we have to fear demonic spirits or even those 

possessed by the spirits? (Mark 5:6-8 If Christ is in us, then 

what can the spirits do? If the spirits come running to us or 

knocking at our door, we can ask Jesus to answer the door for 

us. We can also command the demons in Jesus’ name because 

Jesus defeated Satan and the demons. See also Luke 10:17-18; 

John 16:11; Colossians 2:15) 

8. What authority do we have through Christ? (Matthew 28:18; 

Luke 10:17-20 All authority in heaven and on earth has been 

given unto Jesus. In turn, Jesus has given believers that same 

authority in this world. See also Ephesians 1:20-22; 2:6) 

9. Mark 5:9 says “He gave them permission.” What do you learn 

from that statement? Relate this statement to the story of Job  

and Satan’s request of God (Job 1 Every spirit and Satan 

himself must answer to God.) 

10. What change has there been in your life since you recognized 

Jesus as the Lord God? (Mark 5:2-5, 15)  

11. What reaction do people have to the change in your life? 

12. What ministry opportunities does the Lord give us through His 

work in our lives? (Mark 5:19-20 Each person has a story 

about what God has done in his or her life. We can tell others 

all that He has done for us and we can tell others what He has 

done to be the Redeemer of all.) 

13. Jesus did not allow the man to come with Him, instead, what 

did Jesus tell the man to do? (Mark 5:18-19 The man needed 

to go tell his testimony to his own family, friends, and 

neighbors about what God had done for him.) 

14. How should we respond when God asks us to do something 

that we weren’t necessarily expecting, or that is something we 

would rather not do? (Mark 5:19 We should obey God’s 

instructions to us, because He knows what is best, He has a 

perfect plan, and He promises to work all things together for 

our good; for us who love Him and are called according to His 

purpose – Romans 8:28) 

15. Who can we bring the gospel to? (Mark 5:2, 20 All people, 

even the demon possessed.) 
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32. The Parable of the Sower  
Mark 4:1-20 

 

Mark 4 
1
Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered 

around him was so large that he got into a boat and sat in it out on the 

lake, while all the people were along the shore at the water's edge. 
2
He 

taught them many things by parables, and in his teaching said: 
3
“Listen! 

A farmer went out to sow his seed. 
4
As he was scattering the seed, 

some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 
5
Some fell on 

rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, 

because the soil was shallow. 
6
But when the sun came up, the plants 

were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 
7
Other seed 

fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants, so that they 

did not bear grain. 
8
Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up, grew 

and produced a crop, multiplying thirty, sixty, or even a hundred 

times.”  

 
9
Then Jesus said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”  

 
10

When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him asked him 

about the parables. 
11

He told them, “The secret of the kingdom of God 

has been given to you. But to those on the outside everything is said in 

parables 
12

so that,  

   “ 'they may be ever seeing but never perceiving,  

      and ever hearing but never understanding;  

   otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!'
 
”  

 
13

Then Jesus said to them, “Don't you understand this parable? How 

then will you understand any parable? 
14

The farmer sows the word. 
15

Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As 

soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was 

sown in them. 
16

Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word 

and at once receive it with joy. 
17

But since they have no root, they last 

only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the 

word, they quickly fall away. 
18

Still others, like seed sown among 

thorns, hear the word; 
19

but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of 

wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, 

making it unfruitful. 
20

Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the 

word, accept it, and produce a crop—thirty, sixty or even a hundred 

times what was sown.” 
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Study Questions: The Parable of the Sower  
Mark 4:1-20 

 

Introduction: 

Jesus used stories (parables) to teach the people about the kingdom of 

God. In this parable, Jesus again used everyday examples to explain a 

very important point. Each of the following things has a special 

meaning in this parable: the seed, the path, the rocks and the thorns. In 

all of it, God provides the seed and makes it grow. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand that God’s Word is like a seed planted in us.   

– To realize how easily we can allow things to crowd out God’s 

Word in our lives.  

– To grasp the power of God’s Word to create life. 

Attitude  

– To treasure the Word that God has given to us.   

– To delight that God uses His Word to produce fruit in us.  

Action  

– To listen carefully to God’s Word and to protect it in our lives. 

– To spread God’s Word that He has given us like a farmer 

sowing seed.  

 

Memory Verse:  

2 Timothy 3:16 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 

teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:  

Isaiah 55:10-11; John 8:31-32; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Timothy 2:15;    

1 Peter 4:11 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. Why did Jesus tell parables? (Mark 4:11-12 So that the people 

on the outside would see but not perceive, hear but not 

understand. He explained His parables to the disciples, but not 

to the crowds.) 

2. What was the farmer doing in the parable and who does he 

represent? (Mark 4:3 The farmer was sowing seeds. He 

represents anyone who is sharing God’s Word and God 

himself since we are His field.) 

3. Where did the sown seeds fall? (Mark 4:4-8 The seeds fell on 

a path, rocky places, thorns, and good soil.) 

4. What happened to the seeds on the path and what does that 

mean? (Mark 4:4, 15 Birds came and ate up the seeds on the 



 192 

path. Jesus said that it is Satan that comes and steals God’s 

Word from us.) 

5. What happened to the seeds on the rocks and what does that 

mean? (Mark 4:5-6, 17 The seeds grew, but the plants soon 

withered in the sun because the soil was rocky and the plants 

had no roots. This represents people who leave behind what 

they learned in the Word as soon as trouble or persecution 

comes.  Without deep roots in the Word people dry up. See 

also James 1:2-4.) 

6. What happened to the seeds in the thorns and what does that 

mean? (Mark 4:7, 19 The seeds grew but were choked out. 

The thorns represent things like worries, thinking that having 

money will make us happy, or desires for other things. See 

also 1 Timothy 6:9-10 and Matthew 6:33-34.) 

7. What happened to the seeds on the good soil and what is that 

like? (Mark 4:8, 20 The seeds in the good soil grew and 

multiplied. The good soil is like people who hear “The Word” 

and accept it. Then it grows in their lives and brings spiritual 

fruit.) 

8. What does “the seed” in this parable represent in real life? 

(Mark 4:14 The seed is the Word of God.) 

 

Application Questions: 
1. How are parables helpful to us as believers? (They allow us to 

learn and remember the story quickly. They take regular things 

of life and reveal spiritual depth and meaning.) 

2. How can we sow the seed of God’s Word into  the lives of 

others? How does it create life within them? (Mark 4:3 These 

stories of God’s Word are an effective way to sow the seed. 

God’s Word creates spiritual life, our job is to sow the seed of 

His Word regardless of the person’s response.) 

3. What types of people are like the path, rocky places, thorns and 

the good soil?  

4. What ways are people hardened to the Word of God so that it is 

easily taken away like the birds of this parable took away the 

seed? (Mark 4:15 People can reject God’s Word by not reading 

it, not attending worship or not listening to it through other 

people. This hardness is an attitude of the heart without faith.) 

5. What ways do people allow troubles or persecution to kill the 

growth of God’s Word in their lives, like what happened to the 

seed that fell among rocks? (Mark 4:17 When troubles come 

into people’s lives it is easy to blame God as the source of the 

trouble rather than looking for the benefits or blessings of the 

hardship. Instead of blaming God for troubles, we can seek Him 

even more. He can take problems and cause good to come out of 
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them, Romans 8:28. Digging deep into God’s Word and longing 

for heaven are two of the blessings that we can find in the midst 

of trials. See also Romans 8:28; James 1:2-3)   

6. How do the things of this world choke out the Word of God, like 

the seed that fell among the thorns? (Mark 4:18-19 It is very 

easy for everything in the world to take a higher priority in our 

lives than God’s Word. Work, family, friends, tiredness, 

hobbies, and emergencies can all crowd out God’s Word from 

our lives. It is impossible to grow if God’s Word is not first.) 

7. What happens as a result of these things in our lives? (Mark 

4:19 We don’t grow spiritually or bear spiritual fruit. We 

become hardened toward God and our relationship with Jesus 

can die.) 

8. How can we treasure God’s Word in our lives so that we are 

seeing, perceiving, hearing and understanding it? (Mark 4:12 

God’s Word can be brought into our lives through daily 

devotions, memorizing it, meditating on it, listening to it, 

reading it or studying it. We can also help one another as we 

share it with each another.) 

9. How can our lives be like the good soil that receives the Word 

of God? (Mark 4:20 We can accept the Word of the Lord 

humbly by faith, treasure every word, put into practice 

everything we learn and grow by sharing it. The Lord will 

multiply His work in our lives through His Word.) 
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33. Feeding of 5,000 and Walking on Water  
Mark 6:30-56 

 

Mark 6 
30

The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had 

done and taught. 
31

Then, because so many people were coming and 

going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, 

“Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.”  

 
32

So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. 
33

But 

many who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all 

the towns and got there ahead of them. 
34

When Jesus landed and saw a 

large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep 

without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. 

35
By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to him. “This 

is a remote place,” they said, “and it's already very late. 
36

Send the 

people away so they can go to the surrounding countryside and villages 

and buy themselves something to eat.”  

 
37

But he answered, “You give them something to eat.”  

      They said to him, “That would take eight months of a man's wages 

Are we to go and spend that much on bread and give it to them to 

eat?”  
38

“How many loaves do you have?” he asked. “Go and see.”  

      When they found out, they said, “Five—and two fish.”  

 
39

Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on 

the green grass. 
40

So they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. 
41

Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he 

gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples to 

set before the people. He also divided the two fish among them all. 
42

They all ate and were satisfied, 
43

and the disciples picked up twelve 

basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. 
44

The number of the men 

who had eaten was five thousand.  

 
45

Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on 

ahead of him to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 
46

After 

leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray.  

 
47

When evening came, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he 

was alone on land. 
48

He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because 

the wind was against them. About the fourth watch of the night he went 

out to them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them, 
49

but 
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when they saw him walking on the lake, they thought he was a ghost. 

They cried out, 
50

because they all saw him and were terrified.  

   Immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take courage! It is I. Don't 

be afraid.” 
51

Then he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind 

died down. They were completely amazed, 
52

for they had not 

understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened.  

 
53

When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret and anchored 

there. 
54

As soon as they got out of the boat, people recognized Jesus. 
55

They ran throughout that whole region and carried the sick on mats to 

wherever they heard he was. 
56

And wherever he went—into villages, 

towns or countryside—they placed the sick in the marketplaces. They 

begged him to let them touch even the edge of his cloak, and all who 

touched him were healed. 
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Study Questions: Feeding of 5,000 & Walking on Water 

Mark 6:30-56 

 

Introduction: 

Jesus sent out His disciples two-by-two to preach, heal, and cast out 

demons. When they returned, large crowds gathered who wanted to be 

with Jesus. The crowds even followed Jesus and the disciples when 

they tried to get away for some rest. However, many of the people, in 

their hurry to follow Jesus, left what they were doing without bringing 

along food. Jesus had compassion on the people, so he miraculously 

provided food enough for all of them to eat and be satisfied. After this 

encounter with the large crowds, Jesus continued to teach His disciples 

about faith and about His identity as the Messiah, the Son of God.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand that Jesus has power over all things.   

– To know that Jesus has a heart of compassion for us.  

– To realize that even something small or someone insignificant 

is still great in God’s hand.  

Attitude  

– To trust Jesus to help us with our pains, fears, and needs.   

– To have hearts that are tender, teachable and willing to do 

anything that the Lord asks us to do.  

Action  

– To look to Jesus when situations seem impossible.  

– To depend on the Lord Jesus to give us His perfect peace in 

every situation, and to provide for our needs. 

 

Memory Verses:   

Colossians 1:16-17 “For by (Jesus) all things were created; things in 

heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or 

rulers or authorities all things were created by him and for him. He is 

before all things, and in him all things hold together.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:   

Jonah 1:13-16; John 6:30-35; Ephesians 1:19-23; Colossians 1:15-23;  

1 Peter 5:6-7 

 

Questions about the Story: 
1. Where did Jesus go with his disciples and why? (Mark 6:31 

Jesus took his disciples by boat to a quiet, solitary place so 

they could rest.) 

2. What did the people do when they saw them leave? (Mark 

6:33 When the people saw Jesus and His disciples leave, they 



 197 

ran around the lake ahead of them, and got to the place where 

they were going before Jesus and the disciples got there.) 

3. What was Jesus’ response to the crowds who were gathered on 

the shore when they arrived? (Mark 6:34 He had compassion 

on them and began teaching them many things.) 

4. What did the disciples suggest that Jesus do? (Mark 6:35-36 

After Jesus had been teaching the people, His disciples 

suggested for Him to send the people away to get food, 

because it was already very late.) 

5. What did Jesus tell the disciples to do? (Mark 6:37 Jesus said, 

“You give them something to eat.”) 

6. What was the disciples’ doubtful response to Jesus’ telling 

them to feed the crowd of people? (Mark 6:37 The disciples 

exclaimed that even 8 months of a man’s wages wouldn’t be 

enough to buy food for that many people.) 

7. What food did they have available? How many people were 

there? (Mark 6:38, 44 The disciples only had five loaves of 

bread and two fish, and there were 5,000 men present, in 

addition to women and children.) 

8. Where did the extra food come from? (Mark 6:41 Jesus 

divided and multiplied it, so there was enough for everyone - 

it was a miracle, a blessing from God in heaven.) 

9. What was the response of the people? (Mark 6:42 The people 

ate and were satisfied.)  

10. Where did Jesus and the disciples go that evening? (Mark 

6:45-46 Jesus sent the disciples on ahead by boat to Bethsaida, 

while Jesus went up on a mountain to pray.) 

11. What were the disciples doing all night? (Mark 6:47-48 The 

disciples were rowing hard against the wind, which was 

blowing against them.) 

12. How did Jesus come to them? What was their response to 

him? (Mark 6:48-50 Jesus came to his disciples, walking on 

the water. When they saw Him, they thought they were seeing 

a ghost and they were terrified.) 

13. What did Jesus tell them? (Mark 6:50 “Take courage. It is I. 

Don’t be afraid.”) 

14. What happened when Jesus climbed into the boat with them? 

(Mark 6:51 When Jesus climbed into the boat, the wind died 

down completely, and the disciples were amazed.) 

15. Why didn’t the disciples understand about the loaves that 

Jesus had multiplied for the people to eat? (Mark 6:52 Their 

hearts were hardened.) 

16. What happened when Jesus and His disciples got to the other 

side of the lake? (Mark 6:54-56 People recognized Jesus and 
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ran to all the villages to bring sick people to Him to be 

healed.) 

17. How many people were healed? (Mark 6:56 All those who 

touched Him.) 

 

Application Questions: 
1. Do you have quiet times and solitary places to rest? (Mark 

6:32) 

2. When people come to us, what is our response toward them? 

(Mark 6:34-37 It is easy to have a response like the disciples 

because we see situations through our eyes with our 

perspective. We need Jesus’ perspective to see people with 

compassion, teach them, meet their needs and to heal them.)  

3. How do we respond to God when we have problems that seem 

impossible? (Mark 6:37-41, 50-51 We can easily be like the 

disciples and point out how impossible the problem is. The 

Lord wants us to get involved with the solution. He wants us 

to look up to heaven, give thanks and give what we have. He 

tells us to take courage, to not be afraid but instead be 

completely amazed.) 

4. What does this story tell us about the little that we have? 

(Mark 6:38-41 This story illustrates that we can gather up 

everything that have, even when it is very little, and give it to 

Jesus. He can use what we give Him for His glory.)   

5. Do we have much more than the disciples did? Is it enough to 

do all that God asks us to do? 

6. What type of needs do people have? (People have physical 

needs like hunger and illness. They have emotional needs like 

doubt and fear. They have spiritual needs and must be taught 

God’s Word or shown the greatness of God.)  

7. Why does Jesus’ go to the mountain to pray and what benefit 

is that for our lives? (Mark 6:46 Like Jesus, we need to spend 

time talking with our Father in heaven. He desires us to pray 

and He promises to hear us when we pray.) 

8. What are some of the challenges that we struggle with, like the 

disciples struggling against the wind? (Mark 6:48 We can 

struggle with physical things like the disciples. We can also 

struggle because we are hungry, tired, afraid, doubt or our 

hearts are hard.) 

9. What does Jesus have power or control over in our lives? 

(Mark 6:50-51 Jesus has control over everything in our lives. 

In things that are difficult, like the wind and the storm, He 

comes to us. In things that are fearful He says, “take courage, 

it is I, don’t be afraid.”) 
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10. How can we invite Jesus to help us face things that are 

fearful? 

11. In what ways are we like the disciples, with things that our 

heart is hardened towards? (Mark 6:52)  

12. List some ways that Jesus helps those in this story. (He listens 

to the disciples and seeks a place of rest for them. He has 

compassion on the large crowd, teaches the disciples and feeds 

them all until they were satisfied. He sees the disciples 

straining and comes to them. He encourages them and gets in 

their boat. He healed the sick.)   

13. What do we need healing from? 

14. What is Jesus willing and able to heal us from? (Mark 6:56 

Jesus can heal us from any physical, emotional, or spiritual 

problem.) 
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34. Healing Lepers and a Crippled Woman  
Luke 17:11-19; 13:10-17 

 

Luke 17 
11

Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border 

between Samaria and Galilee. 
12

As he was going into a village, ten men 

who had leprosy
 
met him. They stood at a distance 

13
and called out in a 

loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”  

 
14

When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” 

And as they went, they were cleansed.  

 
15

One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God 

in a loud voice. 
16

He threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him—and 

he was a Samaritan.  

 
17

Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 
18

Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this 

foreigner?” 
19

Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made 

you well.” 

Luke 13 

 
10

On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 
11

and a 

woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. 

She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. 
12

When Jesus saw 

her, he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, you are set free 

from your infirmity.” 
13

Then he put his hands on her, and immediately 

she straightened up and praised God.  

 
14

Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue 

ruler said to the people, “There are six days for work. So come and be 

healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.”  

 
15

The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn't each of you on the 

Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it 

water? 
16

Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom 

Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath 

day from what bound her?”  

 
17

When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people 

were delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing. 
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Study Questions: Healing Lepers & Crippled Woman  
Luke 17:11-19; 13:10-17 

Introduction: 

Jesus spent much of his time teaching and visiting different places 

throughout Judea and Samaria. As Jesus traveled, He healed people. 

This directed the people to God the Father and it revealed that Jesus 

was God’s Son, as he revealed His glory to those who followed Him. 

These events, where Jesus healed ten lepers and also a crippled woman 

are examples of this part of Jesus’ ministry on earth.   

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand that Jesus can heal our physical bodies and 

restore us spiritually.  

– To recognize that Jesus has power over everything that binds 

us. 

Attitude  

– To completely trust God and His Word.   

– To be thankful for all that the Lord God has done for us.  

Actions  

– To thank the Lord for all of His blessings and marvel in His 

greatness.   

– To point people to the compassion of the Lord and the 

freedom from Satan found in Him. 

 

Memory Verse:  

Philippians 4:19 “And my God will meet all your needs according to 

His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” 

  

Scriptures for Further Study:  
Isaiah 53:4; Mark 2:17; 2:23-3:6; Romans 14:5; 1 Corinthians 4:7; 2 

Corinthians 5:7 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. Who did Jesus meet while he was on his way to Jerusalem? 

(Luke 17:12 Jesus met 10 men who had leprosy.) 

2. Why had the ten lepers come to meet Jesus and why were they 

standing at a distance? (Luke 17:12-13 The lepers came to 

Jesus standing at a distance because of their disease. They had 

come to call out to Him for pity.) 

3. What was Jesus’ response to the lepers’ cry for pity? (Luke 

17:14 He said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.”) 



 202 

4. What happened to the 10 men as they obeyed what Jesus had 

told them to do? (Luke 17:14 They were cleansed, healed of 

the leprosy.) 

5. What did one of the lepers do when he realized he was healed? 

(Luke 17:15-16 He came back to Jesus, praising God loudly, 

and throwing himself at Jesus’ feet, he thanked Him.) 

6. What attitude did Jesus have toward the outsider or foreigner? 

(Luke 17:16-19; He treated them all the same. He had the 

same compassion for them and He was willing to 

help/heal/bless them.) 

7. What did Jesus say was the means of healing for the leper? 

(Luke 17:19 Jesus said that the man’s faith had healed him.) 

8. On what day of the week did Jesus choose to heal the crippled 

woman on? (Luke 13:10, 14 The Sabbath, a day of rest.) 

9. How long had the woman been crippled? (Luke 13:11 The 

woman had been crippled for eighteen years.) 

10. What was the cause of her crippling? (Luke 13:11, 16 An evil 

spirit was the cause of her crippling.) 

11. How long did it take for the woman to be healed by Jesus? 

(Luke 13:13 She was healed immediately and stood straight 

up.) 

12. What was the attitude of the woman after she was healed? 

(Luke 13:13 She praised God.) 

13. What was the attitude of the synagogue ruler when he saw that 

the woman had been healed? (Luke 13:14 He was indignant 

and offended. He felt that Jesus had broken the law of keeping 

the Sabbath as a day rest.) 

14. What was Jesus’ response to the indignant ruler? (Luke 13:15-

16 Jesus called the indignant ruler a hypocrite, meaning two-

faced. He told the man that if he did things on the Sabbath like 

caring for his animals, he should realize that it is more 

important, even on the Sabbath, to care for a person, a child of 

God.) 

15. What is the significance of Jesus healing the sick? (Part of the 

significance is that it demonstrates that He is the mighty 

gracious Son of God. It is also part of our redemption, because 

the Son of God is also Son of Man. He is the perfect innocent 

man who is our substitute. Here, Jesus reclaims authority over 

sickness and death in our place. He is the last Adam, giving 

back what was lost in the fall into sin. 

 

Application Questions: 

1. What should our response be when we have sickness and 

problems in life? (Luke 17:12-13 We should pray to Jesus, 

calling out to him for help and pity. We should do so as we 
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know that He is able to do more than we could ever ask or 

imagine. Ephesians 3:20) 

2. Are there times that God does not bring healing?  

(2 Corinthians 12:7-10  Yes, and He can use those times to 

grow us, glorify Him, or bring us closer to Him.) 

3. What choice do we have when we receive a command from 

the Lord? (Luke 17:14 We can immediately go and do what 

He tells us to do or not obey and miss what the Lord wants to 

do.) 

4. What should our response be when the Lord answers our 

prayers? (Luke 17:15-16 When the Lord answers our prayers, 

our response should be joyful praise and thanksgiving, 

because God Almighty has shown His love and compassion 

for us.) 

5. At this time, who are the outsiders or foreigners that Jesus 

wants to help? (Luke 17:16, 18 There are people from other 

cultures, other languages and other values that also need to see 

the power of God in their lives.) 

6. What does faith look like in our lives? How can people see 

that you trust in God? (Luke 17:14 When we tell of all the 

great things that He has done for us and we testify of Jesus 

like the man and the woman in this story.) 

7. What kind of “crippling” can we see in people’s lives?  

8. What is Jesus able to do about the things that “cripple” us? 

(Luke 13:12 He is able to set us free, whether our problem is 

physical or spiritual.) 

9. Are there man made rules that keep people from believing in 

the Lord? How should we respond to such things? 

10. Have we been indignant or uncaring to people who are in need 

of the Lord’s healing touch? (Luke 13:14) 

11. What opportunities do we have to praise or serve the Lord? 

(Luke 13:13-16 We can praise and serve the Lord at all times.) 
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35. The Lost Sheep, Lost Coin, and Zacchaeus 

Luke 15:1-10; 19:1-10 

 

Luke 15 

 
1
Now the tax collectors and “sinners” were all gathering around to hear 

him. 
2
But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man 

welcomes sinners and eats with them.”  

 
3
Then Jesus told them this parable: 

4
“Suppose one of you has a 

hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine 

in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 
5
And 

when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 
6
and goes home. 

Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice with 

me; I have found my lost sheep.' 
7
I tell you that in the same way there 

will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 

ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.  

 
8
“Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins

 
and loses one. Does she not 

light a lamp, sweep the house and search carefully until she finds it? 
9
And when she finds it, she calls her friends and neighbors together and 

says, 'Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.' 
10

In the same way, I 

tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one 

sinner who repents.” 

 

Luke 19 
1
Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 

2
A man was there by 

the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 
3
He wanted to see who Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, 

because of the crowd. 
4
So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree 

to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.  

 
5
When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, 

“Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 
6
So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly.  

 
7
All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the 

guest of a 'sinner.'”  

 
8
But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and 

now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated 

anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount.”  

 
9
Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because 

this man, too, is a son of Abraham. 
10

For the Son of Man came to seek 

and to save what was lost.” 
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Study Questions: The Lost Sheep, Lost Coin,                 

and Zacchaeus  
Luke 15:1-10; 19:1-10 

 

Introduction: 

Jesus told many parables that helped people understand what God is 

like and how to have a relationship with Him. Many of the parables 

taught about faith, confession of sin, and the kingdom of God, however, 

all of the parables were used to make a point. In the parables of the lost 

sheep and the lost coin, God gives us a picture of His love for unsaved 

people. This love is demonstrated in Jesus’ real-life encounter with 

Zacchaeus.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand that God is actively seeking us.   

– To realize that the Lord invites us to respond to Him with 

repentance and faith.   

– To understand that no matter what our past has been, that we 

can always return to Jesus. 

Attitude  

– To admit that we are sinful and need His forgiveness. 

– To marvel that the Lord waits with open arms to receive us 

back to Himself.  

– To humble ourselves before God.  

Actions  

– To humbly respond to God’s love with repentance and faith.   

– To turn from our sin and look to Jesus. 

 

Memory Verses:   

Psalm 86:15 “But you, O Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, 

slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness.” 

1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will 

forgive our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:  

Acts 26; Romans 3:10, 23; 6:23; 1 Timothy 1:15-16 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. Who was gathering around Jesus? (Luke 15:1 The tax 

collectors and sinners.) 

2. Why were the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttering? 

(Luke 15:2 “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 

They were criticizing Jesus for associating with these people.) 
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3. According to Jesus’ teaching, what happens when a shepherd 

who is out in the field loses just one of his one hundred sheep? 

(Luke 15:3 Jesus explains that the shepherd would go after the 

sheep and look for it until he found it.) 

4. What is the response of the shepherd when he finds the lost 

sheep? (Luke 15:5-6 The shepherd rejoices and puts the sheep 

up on his shoulders. He then goes home and calls all his 

friends and neighbors to rejoice with him because he has 

found his lost sheep.)  

5. What effort does the woman who lost her coin make to search 

for it? (Luke 15:8 The woman who lost her silver coin makes 

a great effort to look for it. She lights a lamp and sweeps the 

whole house until she finds it.) 

6. What spiritual comparison did Jesus make with the parables of 

the lost sheep and the lost coin? (Luke 15:7, 10 Jesus 

compared the finding of the lost sheep and coin to a lost sinner 

repenting.) 

7. What did Jesus say is the reaction in heaven when one lost 

sinner repents? (Luke 15:7, 10 Jesus said that there is rejoicing 

in heaven over even one lost sinner.)  

8. Describe Zacchaeus and what he wanted? (Luke 19:2-3 

Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector who was very wealthy. He 

was also was a very short man, but he wanted to see Jesus.) 

9. What did he do so that he could see Jesus? Did He care what 

the people thought? (Luke 19:4 Zacchaeus ran ahead of the 

crowd and climbed a sycamore fig tree so that he could see 

over the crowd of people as Jesus passed along. It seems that it 

was so important to see that Jesus didn’t care what people 

thought of him.) 

10. What did Jesus do when he came to the place where 

Zacchaeus was up in the tree? (Luke 19:5 Jesus looked up at 

Zacchaeus and called him to come down. He told Zacchaeus 

that he was going to his house.) 

11. How did the people respond? (Luke 19:7 They muttered, “He 

has gone to be the ‘guest’ of a sinner.”) 

12. What was Zacchaeus’ response when Jesus came to his house? 

(Luke 19:8 Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus gladly and repented of 

his cheating ways as a tax collector. He said he would give 

half of his possessions to the poor and he promised to repay 

everyone four times the amount that he had taken from them.) 

13. Why did Jesus tell him that salvation had come to his house? 

(Luke 19:9-10 Because the outward action showed his faith 

and the inner transformation that the Lord had done.) 
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Application Questions: 
1. Why is it significant for us that Jesus spent time with sinners 

and tax collectors? (Luke 15:1 Jesus was intentionally with 

sinners and tax collectors because they needed salvation. This 

gives hope to us, because we also are sinners.) 

2. How does our attitude easily become like the Pharisees? (Luke 

15:2 We can see ourselves as better than others and look down 

on them, talk about them or ignore them.) 

3. Who do we spend time with? Do we have non-Christian 

contacts that we see on a regular basis? 

4. Why is it important for us as Christians to be in contact with 

unbelievers? (It is important for us to spend time with 

unbelievers so that they can hear the gospel of Christ.) 

5. What does the importance that Jesus places on people who are 

lost mean for us? (Luke 15:3-10 These parables represent God’s 

desire for all to be saved and they show that lost people are very 

important to Him. Jesus also shows their importance when He 

says that He came to “seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:10) 

This gives hope to us and encourages us to share the Gospel 

with others.) 

6. What does the lost sheep represent in the parable? The 

Shepherd? 

7. Do we see our need for Jesus as our Savior? Why would we 

hold that back from others who also need salvation?  

8. What is significant for us about Jesus calling Zacchaeus by 

name? (Jesus knows every person’s name. He cares very much 

about every one and he wants to have a loving relationship with 

them.) 

9. How did Zacchaeus respond to the kindness and love of Jesus? 

(Luke 19:6 He welcomed Him gladly and turned away from his 

sins.)  

10. Have you like Zacchaeus given your life to Jesus? What would 

Jesus say to you if He saw you and looked at your life? 

11. Who are the people around us that are rejected by society? How 

can we introduce them to Jesus? (It means knowing them 

personally, associating with them, caring about them and then 

sharing with them God’s love.) 

12. Is God calling you to a great kingdom work? 

13. Who can you introduce to Jesus today? (Anyone and everyone.) 
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36. Lazarus Raised from the Dead  
John 11:1-44 

 

John 11 

 
1
Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the 

village of Mary and her sister Martha. 
2
This Mary, whose brother 

Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the 

Lord and wiped his feet with her hair. 
3
So the sisters sent word to Jesus, 

“Lord, the one you love is sick.”  

 
4
When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. 

No, it is for God's glory so that God's Son may be glorified through it.” 
5
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 

6
Yet when he heard 

that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days.  

 
7
Then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”  

 
8
“But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews tried to stone you, 

and yet you are going back there?”  

 
9
Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? A man who 

walks by day will not stumble, for he sees by this world's light. 
10

It is 

when he walks by night that he stumbles, for he has no light.”  

 
11

After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus 

has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.”  

 
12

His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 
13

Jesus 

had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant 

natural sleep.  

 
14

So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 
15

and for your sake I 

am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”  

 
16

Then Thomas (called Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let 

us also go, that we may die with him.”  

 
17

On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 

for four days. 
18

Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 
19

and 

many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss 

of their brother. 
20

When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went 

out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.  

 
21

“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother 

would not have died. 
22

But I know that even now God will give you 

whatever you ask.”  

 
23

Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  

 
24

Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the 

last day.”  
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25

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes 

in me will live, even though he dies; 
26

and whoever lives and believes 

in me will never die. Do you believe this?”  

 
27

“Yes, Lord,” she told him, “I believe that you are the Christ, the Son 

of God, who was to come into the world.”  

 
28

And after she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary 

aside. “The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” 
29

When 

Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. 
30

Now Jesus had 

not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had 

met him. 
31

When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, 

comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they 

followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there.  

 
32

When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell 

at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 

have died.”  

 
33

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along 

with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 
34

“Where have you laid him?” he asked.  

      “Come and see, Lord,” they replied.  

 
35

Jesus wept.  

 
36

Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”  

 
37

But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the 

blind man have kept this man from dying?”  

 
38

Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with 

a stone laid across the entrance. 
39

“Take away the stone,” he said.  

      “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time 

there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.”  

 
40

Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would 

see the glory of God?”  

 
41

So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, 

I thank you that you have heard me. 
42

I knew that you always hear me, 

but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may 

believe that you sent me.”  

 
43

When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 

out!” 
44

The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips 

of linen, and a cloth around his face.  

      Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 
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Study Questions: Lazarus Raised from the Dead  
John 11:1-44 

 
Introduction: 

Jesus had power over the entire created world, over sickness, and even 

over death itself. He also loved the people around him, and expressed 

his love for them. One day, Jesus raised his close friend Lazarus from 

the dead. Jesus did not do this only for the people, or for Himself, but 

just like everything else, it was for His Father’s glory! 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand that Jesus has power over physical as well as 

spiritual life and death. He is the resurrection and the life. 

– To realize that He cares about every problem that we face in 

our life. 

– To realize that even difficult things such as death can be for 

God’s glory. 

Attitude  

– To have confidence that Jesus knows our need and cares about 

every pain that we feel.   

– To anticipate that God’s glory will be revealed all around us. 

Action  

– To live in faith in Jesus Christ for life on this earth and eternal 

life to come.  

– To trust God in every situation that we face. 

 

Memory Verse:   

Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, 

but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the 

Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” 
 

Scriptures for Further Study:   

Matthew 9:18-26; Luke 7:11-17 

 

Questions about the Story: 
1. What do we know about the Lazarus’ family? (John 11:1-3, 18 

His sisters were Mary and  Martha. They lived in Bethany, 

less than 2 miles from Jerusalem. Jesus loved them. They 

believed in Jesus. Mary poured perfume over Jesus feet. See 

John 12:1-8.) 

2. What do we know about Lazarus’ sickness? (John 11:4 It 

would be for God’s glory and would not end in death.) 

3. Why did Jesus wait two days after he heard about the illness? 

(John 11:4, 6, 15 This illness was for the Father’s glory and 



 211 

the disciple’s faith. He knew that Lazarus had died before he 

went to him.) 

4. Why were Jesus’ disciples afraid to go back to Judea? What 

was Jesus response? (John 11:8, 16 They were sure that they 

would be killed, but Jesus was not afraid. He was doing all 

things according to His Father’s will.) 

5. What did Jesus find out when he arrived? (John 11:17 He 

found out that Lazarus had been dead four days.) 

6. What do we know about Martha from this text? (John 11:20-

27 Martha was anticipating Jesus and went to meet Him. She 

had faith that, if Jesus had been there before her brother died, 

He could have healed him. She knew Lazarus would rise on 

the last day and that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God. See 

also John 5:28-29) 

7. What did it mean that Jesus said that He was the resurrection 

and the life? (John 11:23-26 Jesus has power over physical life 

and death as well as eternal life and death. From God’s 

perspective, physical life is very temporary.) 

8. How did Jesus show His compassion for his friends? (John 

11:35, 38 He came to them. He wept with them and He was 

deeply moved in spirit and troubled.)  

9. What did the Jews say about Jesus? (John 11:36-37 The Jews 

recognized how much He loved Lazarus, and they thought He 

should have been able to heal him.) 

10. What is significant about what Jesus said and did at the tomb? 

(John 11:40-43 Jesus told Martha, “If you believe, you will 

see the glory of God.” Jesus then thanked the Father for 

hearing His prayer, and He called Lazarus out of the tomb. All 

of this was so that His disciples, Mary and Martha and those 

watching would believe. See John 10:10) 

11. What happened when Jesus called for Lazarus to come out of 

the tomb? (John 11:44 He came out wrapped in linen cloth and 

the cloth was still around his face.) 

 

Application Questions: 
1. Does it ever feel like Jesus is waiting too long to answer 

prayer? What can we learn from this story about waiting? 

(John 11:6 We can see that Jesus cares about the troubles that 

we face because He wept, He came and raised Lazarus. Yet 

God’s ways are not our ways and we may not have answers to 

all of our questions. See Isaiah 55:8) 

2. When do we, like the disciples, fear people or fear the future? 

(John 11:8 We can easily be afraid of people that would be 

against us or harm that would come to us, but if we are 

walking in the light with Jesus, there is nothing to fear.) 
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3. What can we learn from Martha in this story? (John 11:21-27, 

39-40 Martha was waiting for and trusting in Jesus. She 

believed that God would give Jesus whatever He asked and 

that Jesus was in fact the Christ, the Son of God.) 

4. What do the words: “I know that he will rise again in the 

resurrection at the last day” mean for us? (See John 5:28-29 

This physical life is not the end. There is a resurrection at the 

at the last day that defines the future of the believer.) 

5. What encouragement can we find in Jesus’ statement, “I am 

the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, 

even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me 

will never die”? (John 11:25-26 There is life after death and 

that life is through faith in Jesus.) 

6. What does Jesus weeping and being deeply moved mean for 

us? (John 11:33-37 In seeing Jesus weep, the Jews realized 

how much Jesus had loved Lazarus. That care and concern is 

for us as well. Jesus knows our pain. He has felt our emotions 

and He has the power to respond.) 

7. How can the Lord use the trials or tragedies of our lives for 

His glory? (John 11:40 It is in these difficult times that we are 

completely unable to do anything in our own efforts. It is at 

those times that only God’s actions will have significance. He 

alone gets the credit. He alone is glorified.)  

8. How do we, like Martha, object to what the Lord is doing? 

What is important about believing and seeing the glory of 

God? (John 11:39-40 We, like Martha, cannot see the unseen 

and it causes us to question or doubt. Jesus’ answer was to 

look to Him rather than the situation at hand.) 

9. What difference does it make for us that Jesus can raise to life 

a man who had been dead for four days? (John 10:10 It is a 

picture of Jesus victory over sin and death won at the cross 

and the empty tomb. We can also have confidence that Jesus 

will raise us up on the last day.) 

10. What are the answers to your prayers that the Lord might 

give? (Yes, No or Wait.) What reasons are there for those 

different answers? 
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37. The Unmerciful Servant  
Matthew 18:21-35 

 

Matthew 18 
21

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I 

forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?”  

 
22

Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.  

 
23

“Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to 

settle accounts with his servants. 
24

As he began the settlement, a man 

who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. 
25

Since he was 

not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children 

and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.  

 
26

“The servant fell on his knees before him. 'Be patient with me,' he 

begged, 'and I will pay back everything.' 
27

The servant's master took 

pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.  

 
28

“But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants 

who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began to choke 

him. 'Pay back what you owe me!' he demanded.  

 
29

“His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, 'Be patient with 

me, and I will pay you back.'  

 
30

“But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into 

prison until he could pay the debt. 
31

When the other servants saw what 

had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their 

master everything that had happened.  

 
32

“Then the master called the servant in. 'You wicked servant,' he said, 

'I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 
33

Shouldn't 

you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?' 
34

In 

anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he 

should pay back all he owed.  

 
35

“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you 

forgive your brother from your heart.” 

 



 214 

Study Questions: The Unmerciful Servant  
Matthew 18:21-35 

 

Introduction: 

Every day people do bad things to us. It may be in their actions, their 

words or the thoughts of their minds. They might say bad things about 

us, show us disrespect, talk wrongly about us, steal things, etc. In the 

same way, we also do things that are hurtful to people around us.  

Although it is easy to feel anger and hatred toward someone who 

wrongs us, we can easily forget how many times and how many ways 

we have sinned against God. There is no way to compare the small 

number of sins that others do against us in comparison to the 

uncountable number of things we do against God. Because the Lord 

forgives us all of our sins, we also can forgive others their sins against 

us. 

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To know that we have sinned more than we can count because 

our nature is rebellious toward God.   

– To know that God is gracious and forgives the sins of those 

who repent and ask His forgiveness.   

Attitude  

– To honor God as your King who is to be respected as the 

highest authority.   

– To rely on God’s forgiveness for our every sin.   

– To be humble and forgiving toward other people.   

Action  

– To ask forgiveness from those that we have sinned against.  

– To forgive others for their sins against you. This forgiveness 

includes getting rid of bitterness in your heart.  

 

Memory Verse:  

Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:   
Matthew 6:14-15; Luke 7:36-50; 11:4; Ephesians 4:31-32; Colossians 

2:13; 3:12-13 

 

Questions about the Story: 
1. What did Jesus tell Peter about how many times he must 

forgive his brother? (Matthew 18:21-22 Jesus replied that 

Peter shouldn’t forgive his brother only 7 times, but 77 times. 
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This was meant to show Peter that the number of times we 

forgive should be beyond counting.) 

2. What was Jesus describing in this story? (Matthew 18:23, 35 

The Kingdom of Heaven where God is the just and merciful 

king and an unforgiving person is like the selfish greedy 

servant. The debt is our sin against God and against one 

another.) 

3. What did the servant who owed the king 10,000 talents ask the 

king to do? (Matthew 18:26 The servant pleaded with the king 

for mercy, patience, and time to repay the debt.) 

4. What was the king’s response? (Matthew 18:27 The king 

showed forgiveness by canceling the servant’s huge debt and 

by allowing him to go free.) 

5. How does the servant’s response after his release show his 

character? (Matthew 18:28-30 His demand for repayment, his 

aggressive attack, his refusal to show mercy and his throwing 

the servant into prison shows an inner character that was not 

changed by receiving mercy himself.) 

6. Why did the king reverse his decision to forgive the first 

servant his great debt? (Matthew 18:32-33 The king could see 

that the first servant did not learn by receiving mercy and did 

not appreciate the mercy he had received. So the king in anger 

delivered him to the jailers.) 

7. Why did the king have the jailers torture the first servant? 

(Matthew 18:34 Instead of the mercy that the king desired to 

show, the servant showed that his heart was hard.) 

8. How do the two debts compare to one another? (Matthew 

18:24, 28 The second debt is insignificant compared to the 

first debt.) 

9. What will happen to us if we don’t genuinely forgive other 

people? (Matthew 18:35 We will receive from God Almighty 

the same kind of punishment as the wicked servant got.) 

 

Application Questions: 
1. How many times must we forgive other people? What must 

we forgive them for? Why? (Matthew 18:21-22 We must 

forgive others people whenever they do wrong to us, because 

our Heavenly Father has forgiven the un-payable debt that we 

owe Him because of our sin.) 

2. Where is the kingdom of Heaven? (Anywhere that God is 

King and Lord. It begins now in the lives of us who are His 

children by faith, and will be completed and made perfect in 

Heaven.) 
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3. If the Lord was going to settle accounts with us, how would 

we come out? (Matthew 18:23 In our own nature, we would 

be nothing but indebted sinners.) 

4. What do we need to do about the debt that we owe to God for 

our sins? (Matthew 18:26: We need to come before the Lord 

to plead for forgiveness for our sins. Jesus is the one that took 

the punishment that we deserved upon Himself, and God says 

He is faithful and just to forgive us if we confess our sins to 

Him. John 1:9) 

5. What will God do for us when we ask Him for mercy and 

forgiveness? How many times will He do this? (Matthew 

18:27 In His great love and mercy, the Lord is always ready to 

forgive our sins when we confess them and repent. He cleans 

us by the blood of the Lord Jesus, who carried our sins in his 

body when he died on the cross. This pays the debt that we 

owe Him, and so our account with God is paid.) 

6. What types of sins from other people are difficult to forgive? 

What is our attitude toward people that have hurt us and 

wronged us?  

7. What would the King say to us if He were to see how we treat 

the people around us? 

8. What is the warning for us if we don’t forgive others? 

(Matthew 18:35 If we don’t forgive other people around us, 

our Heavenly Father will not forgive us.) 

9. Are there people in your life whom you have not forgiven? 

(Matthew 6:12-15, Colossians 3:12-13) 

10. How much has God forgiven us? (Romans 5:8 While we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us.) 
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38. The Ten Virgins and The Sheep & Goats  
Matthew 25:1-13, 31-26:2 

 

Matthew 25 

 
1
“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took 

their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 
2
Five of them were 

foolish and five were wise. 
3
The foolish ones took their lamps but did 

not take any oil with them. 
4
The wise, however, took oil in jars along 

with their lamps. 
5
The bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they 

all became drowsy and fell asleep.  

 
6
“At midnight the cry rang out: 'Here's the bridegroom! Come out to 

meet him!'  

 
7
“Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 

8
The foolish 

ones said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going 

out.'  

 
9
“‘No,' they replied, 'there may not be enough for both us and you. 

Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.'  

 
10

“But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom 

arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding 

banquet. And the door was shut.  

 
11

“Later the others also came. 'Sir! Sir!' they said. 'Open the door for 

us!'  

 
12

“But he replied, 'I tell you the truth, I don't know you.'  

 
13

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 

 

31
“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 

him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. 
32

All the nations will be 

gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another 

as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 
33

He will put the 

sheep on his right and the goats on his left.  

 
34

“Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are 

blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for 

you since the creation of the world. 
35

For I was hungry and you gave 

me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 

I was a stranger and you invited me in, 
36

I needed clothes and you 

clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you 

came to visit me.'  

 
37

“Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you 

hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 
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38
When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes 

and clothe you? 
39

When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit 

you?'  

 
40

“The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of 

the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'  

 
41

“Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are 

cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 
42

For I 

was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 

me nothing to drink, 
43

I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I 

needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and 

you did not look after me.'  

 
44

“They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty 

or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help 

you?'  

 
45

“He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one 

of the least of these, you did not do for me.'  

 
46

“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to 

eternal life.” 

 
26:1

When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his 

disciples, “As you know, the Passover is two days away—and the Son 

of Man will be handed over to be crucified.” 
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Study Questions: The Ten Virgins and  

The Sheep & Goats  

Matthew 25:1-13, 31-26:2 
 

Introduction: 

Jesus spoke many times about the kingdom of heaven that is to come. 

He did this as a warning and as an encouragement. The warning 

motivates us to examine ourselves, and the encouragement lifts us to 

faith in Jesus. These two stories point out the importance of being ready 

for Christ’s return, and of remembering that there is a judgment day 

coming.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To realize that Jesus will come to the earth again, to save those 

who believe in Him, and to judge all who have lived.  

– To understand that there are eternal rewards and punishments 

for our actions.   

– To understand that sin will be punished and salvation is found 

in Christ alone. 

Attitude  

– To be alert, excited and ready for the coming of Jesus.  

– To have compassion for people, desiring them to be saved and 

ready for Jesus’ return. 

Actions  

– To live our lives in preparation for the coming world.   

– To work for the Lord while we wait for his return.   

– To care for people both physically and spiritually.  

 

Memory Verse:   

John 17:3 “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only 

true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:   

1 Corinthians 15:51-58; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11; Revelation 4; 

20:11-15 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. What is Jesus describing in this story? (Matthew 25:1 Jesus is 

describing the Kingdom of Heaven and His second coming.) 

2. Why were the five virgins wise and the other five foolish? 

(Matthew 25:2 Because the first five were prepared, ready and 

waiting for the bridegroom while the other five were not.) 
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3. What happened to them while they waited and why? (Matthew 

25:3-5 They fell asleep while they waited for the bridegroom 

to come, because he was a long time in coming.) 

4. When did the bridegroom come? (Matthew 25:6 The 

bridegroom came late at night (at midnight). This was much 

later than expected.) 

5. Why couldn’t the five wise virgins help the foolish ones? 

(Matthew 25:7-9 There may not have been enough oil for 

both. Each person must be ready in themselves and not 

depending on someone else to be ready.) 

6. What happened while they were gone to buy oil? (Matthew 

25:10 While they were gone, the bridegroom came. He went 

inside for the wedding banquet and took with him the five 

virgins who had their oil lamps ready and were prepared to go. 

Then the door was shut.) 

7. Why were the foolish virgins not allowed inside when they 

returned? (Matthew 25:11 They were late, the door was shut 

and the bridegroom said he didn’t even know them.) 

8. What is the warning that Jesus gives to this story? (Matthew 

25:13 Jesus gave the warning to keep watch, because we don’t 

know the time or the hour when He will return.) 

9. Who is the Son of Man? (Matthew 25:31 The Son of Man is 

the King, the judge, the son of the Father, namely Jesus.) 

10. What does it mean that Son of Man will separate the sheep 

and the goats when he comes? (Matthew 25:32 He will 

separate people based on their faith displayed through their 

actions and those whose unbelief or cold hearts are reflected 

by their actions.) 

11. What promises and declarations does the King give to those 

on his right? (Matthew 25:34 They have been blessed, they 

have an inheritance from the King’s domain that was prepared 

for them since the creation of the world.) 

12. Why does he give such a blessing to the ones on His right? 

(Matthew 25:35-40 The righteous lived for the benefit of 

others which is evidence of faith. When they cared for people 

in the kingdom, they actually cared for the King. Their actions 

are the evidence of living faith.) 

13. How does the response of the righteous show their 

righteousness? (Matthew 25:37-38 They don’t feel that they 

deserve the gift that they have been given.) 

14. What is the meaning of the condemnation the King gives to 

those on his left? (Matthew 25:41 They are to be separated 

from the King and so also out of the kingdom. The curse is a 

reflection of who they are on the inside and it is reflected in 

their outward actions.) 
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15. Who was the eternal fire prepared for? (Matthew 25:41 The 

eternal fire was prepared for the devil and his angels.) 

16. Why did the King give them such a harsh warning? (Matthew 

25:42-43 He is treating them as they treated others. Out of the 

overflow of their hearts, they also receive the same. Their 

actions are evidence of unbelief.) 

17. How does the response of the wicked condemn them? 

(Matthew 25:44 They are trying to justify their own actions. 

They say that they never saw the King in those situations.) 

18. What will be the reward of each group of people? (Matthew 

25:46 The wicked will go to eternal punishment and the 

righteous will go to a place of eternal life.) 

 

Application Questions: 

1. The Kingdom of God is every place where God is King? 

Where is He not king? Is He king over your life? (Out of all of 

creation, only mankind disobeys God.) 

2. When would we be found to be wise or foolish? (Matthew 

25:3-4, 6, 12 We are wise when we look forward to the 

bridegroom, prepare for His coming, go out to meet Him and 

live in a relationship where He knows us. The opposite 

lifestyle is foolish. 

3. Do we get tired of waiting, or do we grow impatient, sleepy or 

lazy while we wait for the Lord’s return? (Matthew 25:5 It is 

possible for all to feel this way.)  

4. What makes a person ready? Are you ready for Jesus to 

return?  

5. What is our responsibility to those who are not ready? 

(Matthew 25:9 Warn them now so that they can be ready.) 

6. Are there signs or is there a midnight cry that Jesus will return 

soon?  

7. What do you think about people who predict that Jesus will 

return at a specific time? (Matthew 25:13 Jesus said that no 

one knows the day or the hour of His return, so people who 

claim to know when it will be are wrong.) 

8. What is significant for us about the statement that all nations 

will be gathered before Him? (Matthew 25:32 Every one of us 

will face that judgment.)  

9. Is the list of things to do a way for us to get into heaven? Why 

or why not? (Matthew 25:35-36 It is not a list of requirements 

to get into heaven, because the actions of the righteous came 

from the blessing of the Father. The inheritance was planned 

before they did any actions and the righteous were unaware 

that they were doing things that would be recognized as 

special.) 
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10. How can the king’s statement to the righteous encourage us? 

(Matthew 25:34 It can encourage us in that God has been 

wanting to give us His inheritance since the beginning of 

creation. That inheritance includes His kingdom and His 

blessing.)  

11. Who do we know that is hungry, thirsty, a stranger, needs 

clothes, is sick or in prison?  

12. What other kinds of needs do people have in addition to the 

physical needs that are mentioned in the story?  

13. What can this list of actions parallel for us in a spiritual sense? 

(Matthew 25:35-36 Some people are spiritually hungry for 

God’s Word, they are thirsty for a relationship with Jesus. 

They can be strangers to the Lord and naked without the robe 

of righteousness. People can be sick physically and spiritually 

as well as bound by many chains in life.) 

14. How does the list of actions condemn us? (Matthew 25:42 We 

are condemned when we do not care for the King’s kingdom 

or His people. In ourselves, we would certainly be 

condemned.)  

15. What does the statement “prepared for the devil and his 

angels” mean for us? (Matthew 25:41 This place was intended 

for the devil and his angels. The Lord does not want anyone to 

perish or to be condemned.) 

16. What hope does Matthew 26:2 give to us since Jesus is going 

to the cross? (Matthew 26:2 It means that all of our failures to 

care for people are paid for through Jesus. He died for both the 

righteous and the unrighteous.) 
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39. Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem  
Matthew 21:1-17 

 

Matthew 21 

 
1
As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount 

of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 
2
saying to them, “Go to the village 

ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her 

colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 
3
If anyone says anything 

to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right 

away.”  

 
4
This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:  

 
5
“Say to the Daughter of Zion,  

      'See, your king comes to you,  

   gentle and riding on a donkey,  

      on a colt, the foal of a donkey.'” 

 
6
The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 

7
They 

brought the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus 

sat on them. 
8
A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while 

others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 
9
The 

crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted,  

   “Hosanna to the Son of David!”  

   “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  

   “Hosanna in the highest!”  

 
10

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, 

“Who is this?”  

 
11

The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in 

Galilee.”  

 
12

Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying and 

selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the 

benches of those selling doves. 
13

“It is written,” he said to them,” 'My 

house will be called a house of prayer,' but you are making it a 'den of 

robbers.'”  

 
14

The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed 

them. 
15

But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the 

wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple area, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were indignant.  

 
16

“Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him.  

      “Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you never read,  

   “'From the lips of children and infants  

      you have ordained praise'?”  

 
17

And he left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he spent 

the night. 
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Study Questions: Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem  
Matthew 21:1-17 

 

Introduction: 

Jesus fulfilled every prophecy that was written about Him in the Old 

Testament, including this day when He entered Jerusalem as the King 

of the Jews, their Messiah. Jesus went to Jerusalem because this was 

His Father’s time for providing salvation. The crowd called out 

“Hosanna,” which means “Save us,” but Jesus rode on a donkey, which 

is a symbol of peace instead of war. Notice the responses of the 

disciples, the crowd, the children, and the Jewish leaders.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand that God is holy and His place of worship is 

holy, too.   

– To understand that people can do things that seem right, but 

do them for selfish reasons.   

– To understand that it is important to examine our own hearts 

and to be humble. 

Attitude  

– To worship God wholeheartedly.   

– To give God glory in everything that happens in our lives.  

Action  

– To boldly tell people about the Lord Jesus.   

– To help others learn to worship God with their whole hearts. 

 

Memory Verses:   

1 Corinthians 3:16-17 “Don't you know that you yourselves are God's 

temple and that God's Spirit lives in you? If anyone destroys God's 

temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, and you are 

that temple.” 

 

Scripture for Further Study:   

Psalm 118:25-26; Zechariah 9:9 

 

Questions about the Story: 

1. As he was getting close to Jerusalem, what did he instruct his 

disciples to do? (Matthew 21:2 Jesus told his disciples to go 

into the nearby village and get the donkey and colt that they 

would see there.) 

2. Why did Jesus choose a donkey? (Matthew 21:2 The donkey 

symbolized peace and humility, the horse symbolized war.) 

3. What is unique about Jesus’ instructions to the disciples and 

the response they were to give the owner? (Matthew 21:2-3 
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Jesus knew what they would find before they arrived. He 

knew what would be asked of them and how they should 

respond before they even met the person.) 

4. Why is it significant that this was prophesied? (Matthew  

21:4-5 Jesus came in fulfillment of every messianic prophecy.) 

5. How did the disciples respond to Jesus’ command? (Matthew 

21:6 The disciples obeyed. They went and did as Jesus had 

instructed them. They brought the donkey and colt and placed 

their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on.) 

6. What did the crowd do when they saw Jesus riding into 

Jerusalem? (Matthew 21:8 As the people saw Jesus coming 

toward the city, they cut down palm branches and laid the 

palm branches and their cloaks on the ground in front of him. 

They shouted “Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord!” and “Hosanna in the 

highest!” Psalm 118:25-26) 

7. Why did the people praise Jesus this way? (Matthew 21:9 The 

people were shouting “Hosanna,” which means “Save us.” 

The people thought Jesus was going to save them from the 

harsh rule of the Romans.) 

8. How did the people in the city respond? (Matthew 21:10 The 

whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?”) 

9. Why did Jesus overturn the tables and drive out those selling 

in the temple? (Matthew 21:13 Jesus told the moneychangers 

that God’s house will be called a place for prayer, but they had 

made it a robbers’ hangout. He was very angry because they 

were using God’s house to make money for themselves 

instead of using it to honor and worship His Father.)  

10. What was the response of the chief priests and teachers of 

the law when they saw Jesus healing people and the children 

singing praise to Him? Why? (Matthew 21:15 The chief 

priests and teachers of the law thought that Jesus was a man 

and should not receive praise as the Son of God. They came to 

Jesus in anger because they wanted Him to stop the people 

from praising Him.) 

11. How did Jesus respond to their question? (Matthew 21:16 

Jesus responded by quoting the Scripture that says “By the 

mouths of infants” God would receive praise. In saying this, 

He was saying that He was the Son of God. Psalm 8:2) 

 

 

Application Questions: 
1. What encouragement can we find in the details that Jesus 

knew and the prophecy that He fulfilled? (Matthew 21:2-5 He 



 226 

continues to work according to the smallest details regarding 

His plan and does so in our own lives as well.)  

2. How can we respond like the disciples did to Jesus as they 

went into Jerusalem? (We can trust Him at His Word, follow 

Him to the unknown future, and give our own possessions for 

His service.) 

3. What does Jesus humble entry into Jerusalem on a donkey 

mean for us? (Matthew 21:5 Jesus comes to us gently and 

humbly, yet He has great strength because He comes as King.) 

4. How do we shout “Hosanna” to the Son of David? (Matthew 

21:9 We also can cry out to God with many good words yet 

with selfish motives that are concerned about our agenda as 

opposed to submitting to the Lord’s plan.) 

5. How is Jesus revealed before us and yet we don’t understand 

Him? (Matthew 21:10 Jesus is revealed in His Word and yet 

we don’t fully understand who He is. Even when He comes 

into our lives we forget who He is.)  

6. How is Jesus an offense to us? (Matthew 21:15 He is an 

offense when we expect Him to act one way and His plan is 

different or when our flesh desires things contrary to God.) 

7. What would Jesus overturn in our lives? (Matthew 21:12 He 

needs to overturn the things that are corrupt in our lives 

because we are to be holy. Our thoughts, words and actions all 

need to be turned over and cleaned out.) 

8. Who was the Messiah? (Matthew 21:5, 9, 13, 16 The promised 

Messiah is a gentle merciful King. He is the Son of David, the 

one coming in the name of the Lord, the one who heals and 

the one who saves.) 

9. What keeps people from worshiping the Lord God? 

10. What does God need to save us from? (We all need to be 

saved from our sin. We see this sin displayed as the crowd had 

a selfish agenda, the moneychangers worshiped their money 

above God, the chief priests and teachers of the law worshiped 

their own rules before the Lord.)  

11. How often do you shout praises with your mouth, but swear 

quietly in your heart? 

12. Are our churches holy places? Are they houses of prayer? 

13. Do we honor the Lord in public like the children, even if it 

means being looked down on by some of the public leaders? 
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40. The Last Supper and Betrayal  
Luke 22:7-8, 13-23, 39-53 

 

Luke 22 

 
7
Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb 

had to be sacrificed. 
8
Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make 

preparations for us to eat the Passover.”  

 
9
“Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked.  

 
10

He replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will 

meet you. Follow him to the house that he enters, 
11

and say to the 

owner of the house, 'The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where 

I may eat the Passover with my disciples?' 
12

He will show you a large 

upper room, all furnished. Make preparations there.”  

 
13

They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they 

prepared the Passover.  

 
14

When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 
15

And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with 

you before I suffer. 
16

For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds 

fulfillment in the kingdom of God.”  

 
17

After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide 

it among you. 
18

For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the 

vine until the kingdom of God comes.”  

 
19

And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, 

saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of 

me.”  

 
20

In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 
21

But the 

hand of him who is going to betray me is with mine on the table. 
22

The 

Son of Man will go as it has been decreed, but woe to that man who 

betrays him.” 
23

They began to question among themselves which of 

them it might be who would do this. 

 
39

Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples 

followed him. 
40

On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you 

will not fall into temptation.” 
41

He withdrew about a stone's throw 

beyond them, knelt down and prayed, 
42

“Father, if you are willing, take 

this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” 
43

An angel from 

heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 
44

And being in anguish, 

he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling 

to the ground.  
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45

When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found 

them asleep, exhausted from sorrow. 
46

“Why are you sleeping?” he 

asked them. “Get up and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.”  

 
47

While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was 

called Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them. He approached 

Jesus to kiss him, 
48

but Jesus asked him, "Judas, are you betraying the 

Son of Man with a kiss?"  

 
49

When Jesus' followers saw what was going to happen, they said, 

"Lord, should we strike with our swords?" 
50

And one of them struck the 

servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear.  

 
51

But Jesus answered, "No more of this!" And he touched the man's ear 

and healed him.  

 
52

Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, 

and the elders, who had come for him, "Am I leading a rebellion, that 

you have come with swords and clubs? 
53

Every day I was with you in 

the temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your 

hour—when darkness reigns." 
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Study Questions: The Last Supper and Betrayal  
Luke 22:7-8, 13-23, 39-53 

 

Introduction:  

The Passover feast was a custom of the people of Israel. It began as a 

celebration and remembrance of the time when the angel of death killed 

all the first-born of the Egyptians, but passed over the Israelites. At the 

Passover celebrations a lamb was eaten, remembering how the 

Israelites in Egypt slaughtered a lamb, painted its blood on their 

doorposts, and ate it. Before His crucifixion, Jesus celebrated this 

special dinner with His disciples, as was the custom of the people of 

Israel. Jesus Himself would be the sacrificial lamb whose blood would 

allow the sentence of death to pass over us. Jesus taught them that the 

bread and wine taken during the supper were His body and blood. 

Through His sacrifice there would be the forgiveness of sin.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To recognize that we, like the disciples, fall into temptation 

and we, like Judas, betray Jesus. 

– To understand that Jesus is the Passover Lamb that takes away 

our sin. He took the penalty of eternal death so it would pass 

over us. 

Attitude  

– To humbly admit that Jesus’ sacrifice is the only thing that can 

cleanse us and forgive our sins. 

– To rejoice in the fact that while we were still sinners, Christ 

died for us. 

Action  

– To regularly celebrate the Lord’s Supper in remembrance of 

Him and in recognition of the price that He has paid for us. 

 

Memory Verse:   

John 1:29 “The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, 

“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 
 

Scriptures for Further Study:   

Matthew 26:17-56; Mark 14:12-26, 32-50; Acts 2:42-47; 1 Corinthians 

10:16-17; 11:20-34; Hebrews 8:7-13; 12:2-3 

 

Questions about the Story: 
1. What did Jesus ask Peter and John to do? When and where 

was this taking place? (Luke 22:7-8 Jesus told Peter and John 

to prepare the Passover meal. It was on the day of Unleavened 

Bread, while Jesus and His disciples were in Jerusalem.) 
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2. What was the feast of Passover? The Passover lamb? (Exodus 

12 Passover was the feast to remember the Israelites 

deliverance from slavery in Egypt, which parallels our 

deliverance from slavery to sin. The Passover lamb was the 

lamb that was killed for the feast and its blood was put on the 

doorposts of the houses of all the Israelites. Our Passover lamb 

is Jesus, and His crucifixion fulfilled what the Exodus 

Passover promised.) 

3. What is the significance of Jesus’ crucifixion during the time 

of Passover? (John 1:29; Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world so that God would “pass over” and 

not judge us for our sin.) 

4. What were Jesus’ feelings about this meal with His disciples? 

What did He know was soon to come?  (Luke 22:15 Jesus told 

his disciples that He was eager to eat this meal with them 

before His coming suffering.) 

5. What does it mean when Jesus says, “I will not eat of it again 

until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God”? (Luke 22:16 

Jesus would be crucified soon, but He would rise again to go 

to the kingdom of God. His death and resurrection are the 

fulfillment of the Passover. The kingdom is not of this world, 

it is a kingdom is where God is king overall.) 

6. What did He say about the cup and the bread? What did He 

say they are? (Luke 22:19-20 Jesus told His disciples that the 

bread was His body and the cup was the new covenant in His 

blood. His body and blood were given for them, and they were 

to eat and drink it in remembrance of Him for the forgiveness 

of sin.) 

7. What does the new covenant mean? (Luke 22:20; 1 John 1:7; 

Hebrews 8:10 The old covenant was the sacrifice of animals to 

atone for the sins of the people. The new covenant was the 

sacrifice of Jesus once for all on behalf of the people.) 

8. What does it mean to do this in remembrance of me? (Luke 

22:19 It means that we are to remember, in faith, and to be 

motivated by Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. It is important to 

participate in the Lord’s Supper regularly to follow Jesus’ 

invitation and command.) 

9. What is significant about Judas Iscariot being at the table?  

(Luke 22:21-23 Jesus knew what Judas would do and was 

giving him one final warning, one final opportunity.) 

10. Why did Jesus tell His disciples to pray not to fall into 

temptation? (Luke 22:40-46 Their spirits were willing, but 

their bodies were weak. He knew the seriousness of the 

situation, but they did not. They needed God’s help.) 
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11. What does Jesus’ prayer tell us about Him? (Luke 22:42 Jesus 

wanted the cup of suffering to be taken from Him. The pain 

and the suffering would be real and as a man He did not want 

to face it. Yet, He submitted His will to the Father’s.) 

12. What do the angels and the sweat as drops of blood tell us? 

(Luke 22:43-44 While Jesus was not alone in his weakness, 

the burden He bore was heavy and His prayer was intense.) 

13. What did Judas get for betraying Jesus? (Luke 22:47-48 Judas, 

betrayed Jesus for money, 30 pieces of silver.) 

14. Why didn’t Jesus run, fight, or allow His disciples to fight? 

(Luke 22:49-52 He was not leading a rebellion. He was 

submitting to the will of His Father. Hebrews 12:2-3 says that 

it was for the joy set before Him that He endured the cross.) 

 

Application Questions: 
1. When does Passover occur on our calendar? Does Passover 

have any significance to us? (The Jewish celebration of 

Passover was fulfilled by the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

We observe His death on Good Friday and celebrate His 

resurrection on Easter. We remember His death and 

resurrection in the Lord’s Supper.) 

2. How does the Lord’s Supper affect us or help us? (Luke 

22:17-20 It is the physical means by which God gives us His 

grace and His forgiveness. The bread and wine by themselves 

are just bread and wine, but when combined with God’s Word, 

they have the power to forgive our sins and strengthen us.) 

3. What does the new covenant mean for us? (Luke 22:20 The 

new covenant in the blood of Jesus shows us that we no longer 

need to make continual sacrifices for forgiveness of our sins. 

Rather, in Jesus’ sacrifice, He paid for all of the sins of the 

world, 1 John 2:2. Forgiveness is available to anyone who 

asks Him.) 

4. What does the cup of His blood and the bread of His body 

mean for us? (Luke 22:19-20 We are to take Him at His Word 

and believe that Jesus is in fact present with us in a real way 

when we take the bread and the wine in the Lord’s Supper. He 

is in, with, and under these elements.) 

5. Why is prayer necessary to help us avoid temptation? (Luke 

22:40 Prayer is an important part of avoiding temptation, 

because we are weak and not able to stand alone against the 

attacks of the devil. However, the Lord our God is Almighty 

and is perfectly able to rescue us. Prayer reminds us that our 

strength comes from the Lord, for without Him, we are weak. 

As we pray in Jesus’ Name, God promises to hear and answer 

in a way that He sees is best for us.) 
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6. How do we, like Judas, betray Jesus? (Luke 22:48 We betray 

Him when we put any other thing before the Lord or when we 

mix worship of Jesus with other gods.) 

7. What area of our lives do we need to say, “Not mine, but your 

will be done”? 

8. What are some of the temptations we battle against? What are 

our weaknesses, our needs for prayer, for forgiveness?  

9. Why did Jesus choose to do the Father’s will? Why did He 

stand firm and not run? Why did He submit instead of fight? 

(Luke 22:42 Jesus obeyed the Father and drank the cup of 

suffering for us. He stood when we would run. He submitted 

on our behalf and He did it to forgive us of our sins.) 
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41. Jesus’ Trial, Crucifixion, and Burial  
Matthew 27:11-66 

 

Matthew 27 
11

Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked 

him, “Are you the king of the Jews?”  

      “Yes, it is as you say,” Jesus replied.  

 
12

When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no 

answer. 
13

Then Pilate asked him, “Don't you hear the testimony they 

are bringing against you?” 
14

But Jesus made no reply, not even to a 

single charge—to the great amazement of the governor.  

 
15

Now it was the governor's custom at the Feast to release a prisoner 

chosen by the crowd. 
16

At that time they had a notorious prisoner, 

called Barabbas. 
17

So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, 

“Which one do you want me to release to you: Barabbas, or Jesus who 

is called Christ?” 
18

For he knew it was out of envy that they had handed 

Jesus over to him.  

 
19

While Pilate was sitting on the judge's seat, his wife sent him this 

message: “Don't have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have 

suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him.”  

 
20

But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for 

Barabbas and to have Jesus executed.  

 
21

“Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the 

governor.  

      “Barabbas,” they answered.  

 
22

“What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?” Pilate asked.  

      They all answered, “Crucify him!”  

 
23

“Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate.  

      But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”  

 
24

When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an 

uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the 

crowd. “I am innocent of this man's blood,” he said. “It is your 

responsibility!”  

 
25

All the people answered, “Let his blood be on us and on our 

children!”  

 
26

Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and 

handed him over to be crucified.  

 
27

Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and 

gathered the whole company of soldiers around him. 
28

They stripped 
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him and put a scarlet robe on him, 
29

and then twisted together a crown 

of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right hand and 

knelt in front of him and mocked him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they 

said. 
30

They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head 

again and again. 
31

After they had mocked him, they took off the robe 

and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify 

him.  

 
32

As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named Simon, 

and they forced him to carry the cross. 
33

They came to a place called 

Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull). 
34

There they offered 

Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, he refused to 

drink it. 
35

When they had crucified him, they divided up his clothes by 

casting lots. 
36

And sitting down, they kept watch over him there. 
37

Above his head they placed the written charge against him: THIS IS 

JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
38

Two robbers were crucified with 

him, one on his right and one on his left. 
39

Those who passed by hurled 

insults at him, shaking their heads 
40

and saying, “You who are going to 

destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down 

from the cross, if you are the Son of God!”  

 
41

In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the 

elders mocked him. 
42

“He saved others,” they said, “but he can't save 

himself! He's the King of Israel! Let him come down now from the 

cross, and we will believe in him. 
43

He trusts in God. Let God rescue 

him now if he wants him, for he said, 'I am the Son of God.'”  
44

In the 

same way the robbers who were crucified with him also heaped insults 

on him.  

 
45

From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the 

land. 
46

About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, 

lama sabachthani?”—which means, “My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me?”  

 
47

When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He's 

calling Elijah.”  

 
48

Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine 

vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 
49

The rest 

said, “Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah comes to save him.”  

 
50

And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his 

spirit.  

 
51

At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to 

bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split. 
52

The tombs broke open 

and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. 
53

They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus' resurrection they went 

into the holy city and appeared to many people.  
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54

When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus 

saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and 

exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!”  

 
55

Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had 

followed Jesus from Galilee to care for his needs. 
56

Among them were 

Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother 

of Zebedee's sons.  

 
57

As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, 

named Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of Jesus. 
58

Going to 

Pilate, he asked for Jesus' body, and Pilate ordered that it be given to 

him. 
59

Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 
60

and 

placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. He rolled 

a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and went away. 
61

Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting there opposite the tomb.  

 
62

The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the 

Pharisees went to Pilate. 
63

“Sir,” they said, “we remember that while he 

was still alive that deceiver said, 'After three days I will rise again.' 
64

So 

give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. 

Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body and tell the 

people that he has been raised from the dead. This last deception will 

be worse than the first.”  

 
65

“Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as 

you know how.” 
66

So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a 

seal on the stone and posting the guard. 
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Study Questions: Jesus’ Trial, Crucifixion, and Burial  
Matthew 27:11-66 

  

Introduction: 
Just days earlier a crowd had shouted, “Hosanna,” and praised Jesus. 

Now a crowd cried out for Him to be crucified. Why was Jesus killed? 

Was it because of the disciple, Judas, who betrayed Jesus, or the Jewish 

leaders who accused Him? Was it because of Pilate who gave the order, 

or the soldiers who carried out his instruction? If Jesus died to take 

away the sin of the world, then it was all sinful people, including you, 

who caused his death.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To acknowledge that Jesus died for your sin and took your 

punishment on the cross.  

– To understand our reconciliation with God, through Jesus.  

Attitude  

– To be broken in your heart about your sin and the cost of that 

sin.  

– To be in awe of Jesus’ willingness to die for you, like the 

centurion who said, “Surely he was the Son of God.” 

Actions  

– To repent of your sin, going the opposite direction and looking 

into the face of Jesus. 

– To live in the salvation and forgiveness that Jesus provided 

through His blood.   

 

Memory Verses:   

Hebrews 9:27-28 “Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to 

face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of 

many people; and He will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to 

bring salvation to those who are waiting for Him.” 
 

Scriptures for Further Study:   

Matthew 26:36-27:10; Mark 14:43-15:47; Luke 22:1-23:56; John 18:1-

19:42 

 

Questions about the Story: 
1. What does the title “King of the Jews” mean?  (Matthew 27:11 

It means that Jesus is indeed a king; and specifically the King 

of the Jews. It also means that He came as a different type of 

king than the world could see or understand. It also means that 

he is the one that was promised by the prophets.) 
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2. Why did Jesus refuse to answer when He was accused? 

(Matthew 27:12-14 Jesus was silent because those making the 

accusations and the one acting as judge did not have authority 

over Him. His reason for coming to earth was for this time and 

this purpose. By their accusations the chief priests accused 

themselves and by Pilot’s judgment, he judged himself. Also, 

Isaiah prophesied that He would be silent. Isaiah 53:7) 

3. How did Pilate try to get out of this situation? (Matthew 

27:15-21, 24 Pilate attempted to force the people to choose 

between the release of Barabbas or Jesus. When the crowd still 

demanded to have Jesus punished, Pilate washed his hands in 

front of them, to demonstrate that he was not responsible for 

Jesus’ death.) 

4. Who was Barabbas and why was he released? (Matthew 

27:16-18 Barabbas was a notorious prisoner. Luke 23:19 

refers to him as a murderer, but he was released because of the 

envy that the chief priests had toward Jesus. For Barabbas, 

Jesus literally became his substitution.)   

5. Who did the crowd ask to be released and why? (Matthew 

27:21-22 They asked for Barabbas to be released and Jesus to 

be crucified, because they had been persuaded by the chief 

priests and elders.) 

6. What did the soldiers do to Jesus? (Matthew 27:27-31, 35 The 

soldiers took Jesus into their headquarters, where they mocked 

him. They joked about His being the King of the Jews. They 

made fun of Him by stripping His clothes off, then putting a 

scarlet robe on Him and a crown of thorns on His head. They 

also whipped Him and beat Him.) 

7. Who was involved in the killing and mocking of Jesus? 

(Everyone was: the chief priests, Pilate, the crowd, the 

soldiers, the robbers and those who passed by. There were 

only a few that followed Jesus to the cross.) 

8. What was the charge that was put on a sign above Jesus’ 

head? (Matthew 27:36-37 “This is Jesus, The King of the 

Jews.”) 

9. What were the accusations from those at the cross? (Matthew 

27:39-44 They questioned if Jesus was really the Son of God, 

they questioned His ability to come down from the cross and 

His faith in God. It took real strength to stay on the cross when 

He had the power to come down.) 

10. What is the meaning of Jesus’ cry “My God, My God, why 

have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46 Jesus quoted Psalm 

22 and personally cried out because, as He took on the sin of 

the world, God turned His face away from Jesus. Isaiah 53:6, 

12 See also 2 Corinthians 5:21) 
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11. What is significant about the curtain being torn in two at the 

moment of Jesus’ death? (Matthew 27:50-53 The curtain of 

the temple separated the people from the Holy of Holies. It 

was a visual sign that the barrier between man and God was 

gone. See also John 14:6 and Hebrews 10:19-22) 

12. What was the centurion’s testimony? (Matthew 27:54 He 

realized that Jesus truly was the Son of God.) 

13. What is significant regarding the manner of Jesus’ death and 

burial?  

(Matthew 27:57-61 The entire process speaks of the certainty 

of His death.) 

14. What is peculiar about the request to guard the tomb? 

(Matthew 27:60-66 To secure the tomb, a large stone was 

rolled in front of it, a seal was placed on the stone, and Roman 

guards were placed outside to guard it. A dead body does not 

move, it does not need to be guarded. The chief priests and 

Pharisees were afraid Jesus’ disciples would steal His body 

and then claim He had risen. Matthew 27:64) 

 

Application Questions: 
1. By our lives, who do we say Jesus is? (We can easily be like 

all of those in this story that betrayed, denied, mocked and 

persecuted Jesus.) 

2. What are some of the multiple reasons that we have to believe 

that Jesus is who He said He is? (We have the Scriptures, the 

testimony of factual evidence, and the testimony of eye 

witnesses who confirm who Jesus is.) 

3. In what ways do we feel trapped, regarding our faith? 

(Matthew 27:15-24 We can easily feel pressured by the crowd. 

Our close friends and family can try to influence us. We can 

also face many false motives in our own hearts.)  

4. What does it mean that Jesus is the King of the Jews? 

(Matthew 27:11 Jesus was the King over all those that 

followed the Jewish faith. He is also King over everything that 

the Bible describes. That included all that God had made.) 

5. How do we respond when we are accused? Why?  

6. Sometimes the crowds around us seem to shout “Hosanna” 

and at other times they cry out “crucify.” What do we do with 

the different voices that shout opposite things? (Matthew 

27:22-23 There are many things in the world that give 

opposite messages of who Jesus is. His Word is the final 

word.)  

7. Are we like Barabbas in any way? (Matthew 27:16-17 Yes, we 

are notorious sinners. We deserve the death penalty, yet Jesus 

takes our place on the cross.) 
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8. Do we treat Jesus like the soldiers treated Him? How? 

(Matthew 27:27-31, 35 We can mock Jesus with our words 

and our actions. At times we may use His name in swearing, 

or we may talk about Him as king, but not obey His 

instructions, or we may treat people that are made in His 

image with disrespect.)   

9. What does the fact that God forsook Jesus mean for us? 

(Matthew 27:46 This means that God does accept us for Jesus 

sake.) 

10. What happened at the moment of Jesus’ death for us? 

(Matthew 27:50-54 At the moment of Jesus death there were 

many things that took place for us. Our punishment was fully 

paid for, that which separated us from God was removed. 

Satan was defeated and we are able to confess like the 

centurion, “Surely this man was the Son of God.” 

11. Like the centurion, each one of us must answer the question, 

“Who is Jesus?” Who is Jesus to you? (Matthew 27:54 It is 

not possible to say that Jesus was just a nice guy, because He 

claimed to be God. According to Scriptures, the only answer 

that we can give is that He is Lord.) 

12. What can you give to Jesus in exchange for what He has given 

you? 

13. How can we answer the questions of doubt that arise? 

(Matthew 27:57-66 Although we may wonder how Jesus 

could die and be raised again to life, there is rarely a death of a 

person that is recorded with such detail as this. The 

crucifixion, the burial process and the guards at the tomb make 

His death clear. Also, Scripture declares that He experienced 

death for everyone.” Hebrews 2:9) 
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42. Jesus’ Resurrection and the Great Commission  
Matthew 28:1-20 

 

Matthew 28 
1
After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.  

 
2
There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down 

from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 
3
His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 

4
The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like 

dead men.  

 
5
The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you 

are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 
6
He is not here; he has risen, 

just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 
7
Then go quickly 

and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of 

you into Galilee. There you will see him.' Now I have told you.”  

 
8
So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, 

and ran to tell his disciples. 
9
Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he 

said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 
10

Then 

Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to 

Galilee; there they will see me.”  

 
11

While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into 

the city and reported to the chief priests everything that had happened. 
12

When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, 

they gave the soldiers a large sum of money, 
13

telling them, “You are to 

say, 'His disciples came during the night and stole him away while we 

were asleep.' 
14

If this report gets to the governor, we will satisfy him 

and keep you out of trouble.” 
15

So the soldiers took the money and did 

as they were instructed. And this story has been widely circulated 

among the Jews to this very day.  

 
16

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 

Jesus had told them to go. 
17

When they saw him, they worshiped him; 

but some doubted. 
18

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
19

Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20

and teaching them to obey everything 

I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 

end of the age.” 
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Study Questions: Resurrection & Great Commission 

Matthew 28:1-20 

 

Introduction: 

After a most painful death, Jesus’ body was placed in the borrowed 

tomb of one of his followers, Joseph of Arimathea, and Roman soldiers 

guarded it. The death of Jesus made the situation for his disciples seem 

hopeless. They didn’t know that this was just the beginning of God’s 

wonderful plan. As we look at Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, we 

see that the Lord God will always stand victorious, even over death.  

 

Goals: 

Knowledge  

– To understand that Jesus has power over death.   

– To know that God desires all people to be saved and come to 

the knowledge of the truth. 

Attitude  

– To be in awe of the empty tomb and the promise that it holds 

for us. 

– Not to be afraid, Jesus is alive and He will be with us to the 

end of the ages. 

Action  

– To tell the people around us about the salvation they can have 

by faith in Jesus’ sacrifice and resurrection.   

– To carry out the great commission that Jesus has given us. 

 

Memory Verses:   
1 Corinthians 15:3-6 “For what I received I passed on to you as of first 

importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 

that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 

Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. After 

that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same 

time.” 

 

Scriptures for Further Study:   

Mark 16; Luke 24; John 20; 1Corinthians 15:3-6; 1 Timothy 2:4 

 

Questions about the Story: 
1. Who of Jesus’ followers went to the tomb first? (Matthew 

28:1 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary on the first day of 

the week after the Sabbath.) 

2. Who rolled away the stone? Why? (Matthew 28:2 An angel of 

the Lord came down from heaven and rolled back the stone to 

show that Jesus was not there, because He had risen from the 

dead.) 
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3. What is interesting about the response of the guards when the 

angel came? (Matthew 28:4 Guards would not normally be 

afraid of anything, but their weapons and armor would not 

protect them from the angel. It is unusual that the guards 

would be so afraid that they would shake and become like 

dead men.) 

4. Why did Jesus appear to the women and the disciples, but not 

to the chief priests and rulers? (Matthew 28:5, 17 The women 

and the disciples were seeking Jesus and they believed in 

Him.) 

5. What is significant about Jesus’ message to the women? 

(Matthew 28:5 Jesus instructs them not to fear, but instead to 

go and tell the others.) 

6. What had happened to Jesus and where would He meet them? 

(Matthew 28:6-7 Jesus had risen from the dead and would go 

ahead of them to Galilee.) 

7. Who were the women to tell about this good news? (Matthew 

28:7 They were to go quickly and tell the disciples that Jesus 

had risen.) 

8. What were the women’s feelings as they hurried away from 

the tomb? (Matthew 28:8 They were afraid, yet filled with 

joy.) 

9. What can we see and understand from Jesus meeting the 

women on the way? (Matthew 28:9-10 First, the resurrected 

Jesus has a body that they recognized and touched. Jesus 

greets them with a specific message to carry to the others. 

They did not need to be afraid of Jesus and they would see 

Him again.) 

10. Why would the guards report the angel and the missing Jesus 

to the chief priests instead of to their commanding officers? 

(Matthew 28:12-14 The guards and the chief priests made a 

plan to try to hide what had happened. The soldiers were told 

to say that the disciples came during the night and stole Jesus’ 

body away and the chief priests paid the guards a large sum of 

money for doing this. They also promised to protect the guards 

from harm if this report reached the governor. Sleeping while 

on guard duty could have meant the death penalty for the 

guards.) 

11. Where did Jesus meet His disciples? (Matthew 28:16 The 

disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told 

them to go. Jesus met them there.) 

12. What was the response of the disciples when they saw Jesus? 

(Matthew 28:17 They worshiped Him, but some doubted.) 
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13. What authority does Jesus give to His disciples? (Matthew 

28:18 It is the authority of His Word, His promise, His 

instruction and His presence.) 

14. What commission did Jesus tell his disciples? (Matthew 

28:18-20 Jesus told them to make disciples. While they were 

going, they were to baptize and teach in the authority given to 

them in Christ. They were to do it everywhere, literally to all 

nations. He also promised to be with them to the end of the 

age.) 

 

Application Questions: 
1. What importance does Jesus’ empty tomb have for us? 

(Matthew 28:6 Jesus won the victory over death! Death had no 

power over Jesus so, in Him, it does not need to have power 

over us.) 

2. What is your personal response to the fact that Jesus is alive? 

(Matthew 28:9 Like the women, our response should be one of 

worship.) 

3. What does the angel’s message mean for us? (Matthew 28:5-7 

There is truly no reason to fear if death has lost it’s power. 

The physical reality of Jesus’ resurrection is here visible for 

all to see. Jesus led the way to the cross and He continues to 

lead the way, this time to Galilee.) 

4. What does the resurrection tell us about who Jesus is? (It 

confirms that His claims about Himself as the Son of God are 

true. Romans 1:4 It proves that His Word about eternal things 

is also true.)  

5. Why do people try to twist or cover up the evidence of the 

resurrection? (Matthew 28:11-15 They do not want to believe 

what is true and obvious because of the effect that it would 

have on their own lives. They would have to submit to the 

authority of Jesus over their lives.) 

6. How are we to be carrying out the instruction in Matthew 

28:19-20? (Jesus clear instructions are for us to make disciples 

of all nations. It is an instruction that we are to carry out until 

it is complete. We are to baptize them in the name of the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, as well as teaching them to be 

obedient disciples.)  

7. How does Jesus authority affect us? (Matthew 28:18 He has 

authority over all things which includes our own lives. We 

must submit to His will for our lives, His direction for how we 

live and the purpose by which we live by.) 

8. What promise did Jesus leave to encourage us as we obey His 

“Great Commission” to make disciples of all nations? 
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(Matthew 28:20 Jesus promised that we can witness with His 

authority, and that He is with us until the end of the age.) 

9. Jesus meets the women on the way and the disciples in 

Galilee. Where does He meet us today? (He meets us in His 

Word, in prayer, through Godly counsel of a friend and 

through worship, etc.) 
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Appendix - History of the Ambassador Institute 
 

The question that had been on my mind for a long time was, "How 

can you train people from multiple backgrounds and languages in 

the Word of God?" I had been confronted with that challenge in 

Tanzania while working with the evangelists who had been 

entrusted with leading their churches. The barriers for them to be 

trained in God's Word were many including: language, finances, 

family responsibilities, availability of training, training resources, 

and learning styles.  

 

It was a little old lady from a small Wisconsin church that the Lord 

used to introduce me to the International Orality Network. It was 

revealing to consider that the training method that Jesus used to 

train his own disciples could still be used to train people in God's 

Word today. It is striking to consider that the parables and questions 

that Jesus used make it possible to jump language and culture now. 

The college trained and the illiterate are able to interact together 

when an oral style of training is used.  

 

That began an experiment that has grown to become a reality with 

amazing results that are only explainable by the hand of God. The 

first group of 20 students started training in Uganda and after the 

first class had completed their two years of studies, they began 

seven more classes and those same students began teaching the 

second generation. The second graduation included 71 students and 

those students started 20 classes with the hope of seeing 300 in the 

next graduation. 

  

This book is the result of something that the Lord has been doing 

over the past five years. It is the combined effort of people from six 

countries. Some have taught and applied the training, others have 

translated, others have check for doctrinal integrity and others for 

grammatical accuracy. Pastor Nate Jore, a missionary to Uganda, 

has led the way in putting this curriculum into practice. He has 

given his life and God's Word into the hands of Ugandan leaders 

and the Lord has used him to multiply this training. Nathan Olson 

and Andrew Olson have expanded this work so that it is available in 

Portuguese, Spanish and Luganda, Pastor Valery Hryhoryk has 
done the Russian translation and Pastor Devasahayam Dunna has 

been leading the Telugu translation and work in India.  
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All of this has been done for the purpose of training people in God's 

Word and it is for His Glory. No single person can take credit for 

what has happened and how the Lord has used this to expand His 

Kingdom. "What, after all, is Apollos? And What is Paul? Only 

servants, through whom you came to believe – as the Lord has 

assigned to each his task. By the grace God has given me, I laid a 

foundation… and someone else is building on it. But each one 

should be careful how he builds. For no one can lay any foundation 

other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ." 1 Corinthians 

3:5, 10-11 

 

Pastor Kevin Olson 

Ambassador Institute Department Head 

 

 

 

 
 


